
St. Mary
Church

Parish Mission Statement
To enrich and inspire the spiritual growth of  our parish community 
through the Word, worship and service to all God’s people. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil – 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday – 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Religious Education Classes are Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to noon
Eucharistic Adoration: 1st Friday of  the Month after morning Mass. 
Benediction at 1:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Novena
Every Tuesday morning after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Rosary - Thursdays - 7:00 p.m.

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor  
Fr. Joseph Xavier, MSFS (ext. 222)     frjosephx@bloomingdalecom.net 
Deacon Duane Poage  dcnduane@gmail.com
In Case of  Emergency only call                (cell)  (269) 352-4740
     
PARISH OFFICE    (269) 657-4459       Fax (269) 657-4260 
500 E. Paw Paw Street  
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079 
HOURS: Monday & Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
   Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m
   Lunch 12 to 1:00 p.m.
WEBSITE:  www.stmarypawpaw.com
E-MAIL:      stmarypawpaw@bloomingdalecom.net 
PARISH STAFF
Lisa Gardner, Finance Manager (ext. 224)   lgardner52@aol.com
Denise Hicks, Secretary/Bulletin (ext. 221)

ST. MARY SCHOOL   (269) 657-3750   Fax (269) 657-4260
508 E. Paw Paw Street
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079
Website: www.saintmarypawpaw.org 

Director of  Music
Connie Hitchcock                (269) 624-6441
Director of  Religious Education 
Jackie Marshall (ext. 223)               (269) 657-4459
E-Mail:  drestmarypawpaw@bloomingdalecom.net 
Homebound Ministry
Angie Douglas      (269) 668-6215
Chairperson for Parish Finance Council 
Richard Goy      (269) 624-7173
E-Mail: rgoy@att.net
Chairperson for Pastoral Council 
Phil Hover       (269) 615-6137
Grand Knight for Knights of  Columbus 
William Zolp      (269) 657-2208
Faithful Navigator for Knights of  Columbus
Rick Garcia        (269) 657-1133
Cemetery Sexton 
Ashley Conner      (269) 808-3202

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptism
Fourth Sunday of  the month. Call parish offi ce to  make arrangements.

Matrimony
Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.  
Call the offi ce for an appointment with Fr. Joseph.

Penance
Saturday from 3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. or by request.

Anointing of  the Sick
Please inform us of  parishioners who are seriously ill at home 
or in the hospital, in case of  emergency or accident, call Fr. Joseph.

Holy Orders and Consecrated Religious Life
Everyone has a vocation.  If  God is calling you to the priesthood 
or religious life, contact Fr. Joseph for assistance.
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Mass Intentions for the Week 
Monday July 1—St. Junipero Serra (Office Closed) 
8:00 a.m.  †Rich Yaverski  
  req. Duke Kozul 
  

6:30 p.m.  Bible Study  
 

Tuesday July 2 
8:00 a.m.  †Ginny Roundhouse  
  req. Cecilia Root  
 

Wednesday  July 3—St. Thomas   
8:00 a.m. †George & Phyllis Podkol  
  req. family  
 

Thursday July 4—Independence Day 
  (Office Closed)  
7:00 p.m.  Rosary 
 

First Friday July 5—St. Anthony Zaccaria &  
  St. Elizabeth of Portugal (Office Closed) 
8:00 a.m.  Pro Populo  
 

8:30 a.m. Adoration 

Sunday June 30—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. †Ralph & June Halifax 
  req. family     
 

11:00 a.m.  Pro Populo        

Dear friends in Christ Jesus, 
On this 13th Sunday in the 
ordinary time, the church 
calls us to be totally 
committed to Christ. 
Without “Looking back,” 
we must freely “slaughter” 
all the forces, distractions, 

and obstacles that prevent us from serving the Lord well. In the 
first reading, the call of Elisha and his response was a dramatic 
event. Elisha demonstrated a total commitment to his call. The 
slaughtering of his oxen, the kissing of his father, and the 
bidding of farewell to his men, were all symbolic gestures that 
he had freely accepted his call. It was a sign of total submission 
to the will, and call of God over his own will. It was also an 
indication that he loved God more than his business, and his 
own self. Therefore, the slaughtering of his oxen is very 
significant for us today. He “killed and abandoned everything” 
that could have become an obstacle to his decision to serve God 
in the future. Also, he overcame the temptation to keep them. 
This was the proof of his total committed to God. What have we 
sacrificed, and what is our proof of it? 
In the second reading, St Paul reminds us of the freedom we 
have in Christ. This freedom is for a purpose. It liberates us from 
the things that enslave us in order to be committed to Christ. It 
is not freedom to indulge in vain acts, or what St Paul calls “self-
indulgence.” It is not freedom to become inactive. Instead, it is 
freedom to follow and serve the Lord. This freedom binds us to 
Christ. It is a freedom that permits us to submit to Christ, and to 
surrender all to Him. 
The gospel brings us to the summit of this total commitment to 
the Lord. Christ knew and saw the weakness of the young men 
who wished to follow him. He knew their struggles, as well as 
their distractions. They had “genuine intentions as well as 
excuses” as most of us often do. They wanted to follow Christ, 
yet they were not ready to make the sacrifice. So, seeing their 
predicament, Christ addressed them: “Once the hand is laid on 
the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” “Looking back” in this context has grave consequences for 
our Christian life and journey. It turned Lot’s wife into a pillar of 
salt (Gen 19, 26) and Judas Iscariot into a traitor. It represents all 
unnecessary attachments. It does not permit us to make God’s 
call through his Son Jesus Christ, a permanent experience in our 
lives. 
One of the greatest obstacles we have today as Christians is that 
“our oxen” are still alive.  Although we are professed Christians, 
our oxen are still hidden somewhere in the fabrics of our life. 
They represent old habits and routine things that we are still 
strongly attached to. We must “slaughter” them as a sign of our 
total commitment to Jesus Christ or, our attention will remain 
divided because: “You cannot serve God and Marmon at the 
same time” (Lk 16, 13). So, today, the church calls us to be 
totally committed to Christ. Like Elisha, we must “slaughter all 
the forces, obstacles, and vices such as: selfishness, materialism, 
immorality, and old bad habits. Then, we can confidently say to 
Christ: “O Lord, you are my portion and cup” because, we have 
freely offered all for his sake. Have a nice weekend.  
Sincerely, Fr Joseph. 

Saturday July 6—Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:30 p.m. †Jack & Jean DeVita req. Conni Arnold  
  Pro Populo 
 

Sunday July 7—Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. †Theresa Tomilo 
  req. Doug & Eileen Simmons 
 

11:00 a.m.  †Teresa Solak (Anniversary Remembrance) 
  req. Rick & Fran Wallace  

 READERS & EMHC—JULY 6/7 
 4:30 P.M. 8:00 A.M.  11:00 A.M. 
 READER READER READER 
 A. Douglas R. Cicchini E. Stanek 
 

 EMHC EMHC EMHC 
 N. Garcia P. Arbanas E. Huver 
 R. Garcia D. Fry F. Ross 
 D. Poage J. Podkol M. McCaw 
 Y. Lean S. Starbuck L. Borys 
 J. Clauto M. Walker M. Middlebrooks 
 W. Hitchcock F. Wunderlich F. Wallace 
 M. Dick M. Gibbs Volunteer  
 

ALTAR SERVERS—JULY 6/7 
 C. Carpp A. Goscenski J. McCaw 
 Volunteer F. Wunderlich A. Roy 
 Volunteer B. Wunderlich S. Marshall  

The next baptism class will be July 17th at 7:00PM in the school. 
Baptisms will be on July 28th after the 11:00AM Mass. Please call the 
office to register. 
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BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2019 
Parish Goal: $66,722 

Pledges: $51,042 
Needed: $15,680 
% of Goal: 76.5%  
# of Donors: 136 

1st Saturday Public Rosary – Please join us on Saturday, July 6, 
2019 at 11:30 A.M. at Knights of Columbus, Paw Paw on Red 
Arrow Hwy. As always, we pray in reparation of sins... 

Giving Made Easy Don’t have cash or a checkbook? With secure 
eGiving options, you can quickly and easily give using an ACH 
transfer from your bank account. • Give anytime, anywhere to 
your favorite funds • Schedule and manage recurring 
donations • Make one-time donations to special appeals • If you 
would like to give electronically, visit our website at 
www.stmarypawpaw.com. 

Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection 
that supports the charitable works of Pope Francis. Funds from 
this collection help victims of war, oppression, and natural 
disasters. Take this opportunity to join with Pope Francis and be 
a witness of charity to our suffering brothers and sisters. Please 
be generous today. For more information, visit www.usccb.org/
peters-pence 

THE SPONSOR OF THE WEEK is OMNI Community Credit Union. To 
view the full advertisement, see the back page of our bulletin. Please 
patronize all of our sponsors because they make the bulletin possible.  

Prayer Requests 
Ryan Yaran, Donna Gossett, Gayle Wiggins, Richard Healy, Chuck 
& JoAnn Smith, Dale & Dorothy Kemp, Dr. Greg, Don, Alek,  
Special Intentions, Don Manser, Maryann Carpenter, Nando, 
Dennis & Grace, Marie Stanek Wyszynski, Gina Borrello, Alie 
Stevens, Fr. Michael Howell, Barb Wloch, Janet Hamay, Jean 
Markovich, Judy Lawson, Lauren Markel, Fr. David Otto, Todd 
Sikkema, William Rios, Virginia Stimac, Mary Nash, David 
Koppers, Jeanne Grevelding, Tammy Hawes, Ellie D., Nicole 
Middaugh, Chris Nash, Florence Hunt, Theron Mosey 
Pray for those residing at Bronson Commons and White Oaks. 
Please call the office if you are in special need of prayer help.  

Readings for the Week of June 30, 2019  
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 
 Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 
Monday Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
 Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11; 
 Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
 Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Thursday Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest 
 Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 
 Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 
 4b-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
 Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
 Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20; 
 Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or Lk 10:1-9 

Do you or someone you know have a disability? We’re here to 
support you!  
Contact Lisa Irwin and the Commission for Ministry to Persons 
with Disabilities of the Diocese of Kalamazoo at 269-903-0177 or 
lirwin@diokzoo.org  

Widowed Friends Support Group - All men and women who are 

widowed are invited to join us for our monthly meetings. We will 

go out to dinner after the meeting. Contact is Socorro Truchan 

269-903-0199 or via email: struchan@diokzoo.org Wednesday, 

June 26th, 4-5:30 p.m. at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 215 N. 

Westnedge Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007. Save-the-Date for the 

annual Widowed Friends Mass and Reception with +Bishop 

Bradley – Friday, October 11th, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. (more details 

coming soon).  

Parish Support–June 23, 2019 
Envelopes (176)   $4,991 
Loose   $   641 
Online Giving (10)   $  470 
Total   $6,102 
Weekly Target   $7,700  
Amount over (under) Target  ($1,598) 
 

Envelopes issued    344 
Registered households   700 
 

Collection Year-to-Date  $374,926 
Budgeted Year-to-Date   $400,400 
Amount over (under) Year-to-Date   ($25,475) 

SAVE THE DATE—10-10-19—Diocese Of Kalamazoo—DIOCESAN 
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS—Come together for a Convening of 
the Faithful. Calling together all the faithful to move forward in 
mission and discipleship. Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo, MI. Check 
back for further details.   

50th Wedding Anniversary Diocesan Mass Celebration - If you 

are celebrating your 50th wedding anniversary anytime in 2019, 

you are invited to submit your name/information either online 

or to your parish. Later this summer, you will receive a personal 

invitation from +Bishop Bradley. Check details on the diocesan 

website.  

Updates in Parishioner Phone Numbers—Please make sure you 
let the parish office know if you have changed your phone 
number so we can keep our records up to date.  Thank you.  

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to cooperate 

with the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation and 

encourages anyone with information related to misconduct to 

call the reporting number set-up by the Michigan Attorney 

General’s office at: 844.324.3374 
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Golden Star
Realty Inc.

MOVING FOR YOU SINCE 1991

OUR STAR SHINES WITH INTEGRITY

269.330.4621
MiLakeLady@gmail.com

MILAKELADY.COM

REALTOR
PARISHIONER

116 S. Gremps St.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Top Selling Realtor
in Van Buren Co.

Trish Downard • Parishioner

269-217-2130
Real Estate Specialist

Serving SW Michigan with your residential purchase or sale!

200 S. Kalamazoo St. • Paw Paw, MI 49079

Wydick’s
HAULING, CLEANING & RECY

We take away everything - except your sins.
269-423-8545

WINERY
Since 1921

®

W MICHIGAN AVE. • PAW PAW

657-5455 or 657-7033

RISTORANTE
ITALIANO & PIZZERIA

• BBQ RIBS • PIZZA • PASTA
• STEAKS • SEAFOOD

Open Tuesday - Sunday at 5:00 pm

Since 1936

Power Engineering Supply
& Rhino Refrigeration LLC

YOUR COMMERCIAL
HEATING & COOLING SPECIALISTS

 Mattawan 269-668-2549

CHEVROLET • BUICK • GMC TRUCK

Paw Paw • 269-657-2000

TAPPER AUTOMOTIVE

www.tapperauto.com

Established 1961

www.sealandairtravel.com
 (269) 657-5529 

ELLYN JONES, O wner

TRAVEL SERVICE

info@sealandairtravel.com

PAW PAW
RENTALS

707 W Michigan Avenue
RENTALS • NEW SALES

USED SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
PROPANE GAS • PARTY SUPPLIES

269-657-7762

Preschool-Fifth Grade
508 Paw Paw St.  •  saintmarypawpaw.org 

Mrs. Michelle Radomsky, Principal

Tracy L. Wilson, M.A.
LLP, LPC, NCC

Limited Licensed Psychologist
Maple View Consultation Center

 181 W Michigan Ave. 657-6025
(Supervised by fully licensed psychologist)

Picnic Tables • Piers • Swings • Decks
Storage Sheds • Lawn Furniture

 RED ARROW HIGHWAY 657-3450

MEYER WOOD
PRODUCTS

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Residential Commercial

24Hr/7Day Emergency Service • 269-674-3839

FOOD, FOAM &
GOOD FRIENDS

155 N. Main • Lawton
(269) 624-1200

Tue - Thur: 11am - 10pm
Fri & Sat: 11am - 11pm

Sun: Noon - 9pm • Closed Mondays
502 W MICHIGAN • PAW PAW

(269) 657-6347

“Your Pre Arrangement Specialist”

ROBERT C. ADAMS • KYLE J. KUTLIK
DIRECTORS

AFFORDABLE • CONVENIENT • MODERN

www.adamspawpaw.com

FUNERAL HOME

Adams

Locally Owned & Operated

SaveNazareth.com

Warner Supply

657-3605  Paw Paw
Hardware • Appliances • Sporting Goods

Neil’s Hardware & reNtals
Mattawan

41764 Red Arrow Hwy.  657-3735
Ed & Connie Thomas, Parishioners

Celebrating 82 years

“Specialty” Farm Equipment

Where You’re a Neighbor - Not a Number
Dave Sowers

President34305 M-43 Hwy.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

269-628-2171
www.shepardbodyshop.com

6080 Stadium Dr., Kalamazoo
60900 M-40, Paw Paw

BetzlerFuneralHome.com

Scott Betzler
Catholic Director

375-2900

Sue Wunderlich
Office Manager
657-3870

Paw Paw’s Only Locally Catholic
Owned Funeral Home

Paw Paw

C
onservation C

lu
b

Rent our HALL for
your next event!
• Wedding Receptions
• Graduations
• Reunions
• Special Events

For available dates go to:
pawpawconservationclub.com/

rental-hall-information then click
on the calendar icon or text

Cherry at 269-330-9374 for rentals

Seating up to 176 Guests
Newly Remodeled

Shine some light on your business!

abeadling@diocesan.com  •  
616-446-6892For Advertising Info Call:

ANDREW
BEADLING

1-877-343-2699  •  269-343-2691

We Service 
All Makes

Free In Home 
Water Test

MADE IN
THE

U.S.A.

& Operated
Since 1940

Discount
on the Purchase of a
new Water softener

$100.00

www.Canneys.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11390318
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11390218
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11390118
http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11394183
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11390916
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11390113

