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Scheduled Mass 
 
Sunday, 12-11-22 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 
9:00 am    Bianca & Ralph Iannaccone by Family 
11:00 am  Eddie & Betty Arecco by Matthew Moog 
1:00 pm    Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm    English/Tagalog Mass 
 
 
Monday, 12-12-22 – Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
12:05 pm   Ester Lamanna by Niece Tina Berte 
 
Tuesday, 12-13-22 – St. Lucy 
 
12:05 pm    Lucy Cecere by Family 
 
Wednesday, 12-14-22 – St. John of the Cross 
  
12:05 pm       Intentions for Arthur Conforti by Angela & Gerald Castellano 
6:00 pm         Novena 
6:30 pm         English Mass 
 
Thursday, 12-15-22 -  
 
12:05 pm   Healing Intentions for Angela Castellano 
 
Friday, 12-16-22  
 
12:05 pm    Honey Cocozziello by The Ponce Family 
 
Saturday, 12-17-22  
 
5:00 pm    Santa & Vincenzo Illuzzi by Illuzzi/Kessler Families 
 
Sunday, 12-18-22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
9:00 am   Joseph & Marie Albano by Dennis Spina 
11:00 am Italian Mass 
1:00 pm   Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm   Pasquale Abruzzi by Karen Campione 
 

 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just a Reminder – No 
Physical Contact during the 
Sign of Peace. 
 
 
Let Us Continue To Pray For 
Each Other 
 
 
The Rectory Office will 
close at Noon, On Friday, 
December 23, 2022  
 
Merry Christmas 
 
 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday & Sunday  

Closed 
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SUNDAY CONNECTION 

   
God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Sunday Scripture readings. The Sunday Connection 
provides useful background and activities to better understand the upcoming Sunday's Scripture readings, 
helping you to connect the Scripture to daily life in a meaningful way. 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
In the day of the Lord, all sorrow and mourning will cease. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 146:6-7,8-9,9-10 

The Lord will save his people. 
 
Second Reading 
James 5:7-10 
Be patient, and be ready; the coming of the Lord is near. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Jesus tells John the Baptist of the signs of the kingdom that are being worked through him and praises John as more than a 
prophet. 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading 

 
The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word meaning 
“rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because “Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon for today's 
Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” 
Some people mark this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a purple candle. This 
Sunday is a joyful reminder that our salvation is near. 
 
This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the person and message of John the Baptist. 
Last week we heard John speak about his relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear 
Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry 
and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of God. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John sends 
word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been waiting. Jesus responds by 
pointing to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and the other hearers to make their own 
determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role in preparing the way for Jesus. 
Then Jesus says that all of those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and even 
greater. 
 
Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed recalls the salvation described by 
the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the beginning of salvation is already mysteriously 
present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our midst as manifest in the miraculous 
deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even as 
we observe our world today, we can find glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare 
the way for God's kingdom by our words and our deeds. This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing. 
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