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Scheduled Mass 
 
Sunday, 12-25-22 – The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
 
9:00 am   Jane & Joseph Vickers, Martha & James Henry & 
                Kathryn Betts by Jim 
                Ottavia & Joseph Berte by Daughter, Tina 
11:00 am Italian Mass 
1:00 pm  Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm  Rose Dorizio by Victor Dorizio 
 
Monday, 12-26-22 – St. Stephen 
 
12:05 pm Donna Tarangelo by The Jersey Sisters 
 
Tuesday, 12-27-22 – St. John 
 
12:05 pm Birthday Remembrance Fr. Charles by Jackie & Joe DiMarco 
 
Wednesday, 12-28-22 – The Holy Innocents 
  
12:05 pm James Henry 63rd Anniversary of Death by Jim 
6:00 pm   Novena 
6:30 pm   English Mass 
 
Thursday, 12-29-22  
 
12:05 pm   Micky Biondo by Connie Colbert 
 
Friday, 12-30-22 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 
12:05 pm English Mass 
 
Saturday, 12-31-22 
 
5:00 pm English Mass 
 
Sunday, 1-1-23 – Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
 
9:00 am   Hugo Coruzzi & Lucy Sarro Coruzzi (LEGACY) 
                Jane & Joseph Vickers, Marha & James Henry, Kathryn     
                Betts By Jim 
11:00 am Blessed Virgin of Pompeii by James Orsini & Family 
1:00 pm   Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm   English/Tagalog Mass 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just a Reminder – No 
Physical Contact during the 
Sign of Peace. 
 
Let Us Continue To Pray For 
Each Other 
 
Sanctuary Lamp – Rev. 
Charles Zanoni, C.S. by 
Lucille 
 
The Rectory Office will be 
closed on Monday, 
December 26th and close at 
Noon, On Friday, December 
30, 2022  
 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday & Sunday  

Closed 
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SUNDAY CONNECTION 

   
God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Sunday Scripture readings. The Sunday Connection provides useful 
background and activities to better understand the upcoming Sunday's Scripture readings, helping you to connect the Scripture 
to daily life in a meaningful way. 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

God's salvation is announced to the world. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 98:1-6 

A prayer of praise for God's salvation. 
 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 1:1-6 

God now speaks to us through his Son. 
 

Gospel Reading 
John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14) 

John announces that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of Christmas and each is given its own set of readings to help us 
contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of 
Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas 
morning continues the story of the birth of Jesus as found in Luke’s Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant Jesus. 
In each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of the infancy narratives with which we are familiar. 
 
The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this part of John’s Gospel 
is not an infancy narrative like those found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at the very 
beginning and presents the Creation story as the framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening words echo the first 
verse in the Book of Genesis. This framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective. Each of the Gospels makes 
clear that Jesus’ birth was the result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine 
intention from the moment of Creation. 
 
As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes highly philosophical and theological language. One example that 
particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated references to “the Word” in the opening verse. This expression (logos 
in the Greek) borrows from a concept found in both Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe God’s action 
in the Creation story, for example, and in the Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos was understood as an intermediary 
between God and humanity. John and others in the early Church adopted this language to describe God’s incarnation in Jesus. 
As the term was used to express the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the Word came to be equated with the Second Person of the 
Trinity. 
 
In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These are often 
presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life and death, and belief and unbelief. We also hear in this prologue 
a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Jesus, the light. Others 
in this Gospel will also offer testimony about Jesus. The reader is invited to accept this testimony, which bears witnesses to 
Jesus, the Son of God. But even more directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as God’s Incarnate Word. 
 
Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we celebrate the Feast of 
Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time, nature itself seems to remind us of the darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in 
the midst of our sinfulness, God comes to dwell among us. John’s Gospel reminds us that through the Incarnation, God saves 
us from the darkness of sin and makes us his children. 
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