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Scheduled Mass 
 
Sunday, 3-26-23 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
9:00 am    English Mass 
11:00 am  Ubaldo Benassi by Ernesto & Lucia Bosi & Family 
1:00 pm    Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm    Daniel Anthony Christiani (LEGACY) 
 
Monday, 3-27-23  
 
12:05 pm   Natalia Medel Aguilar by Bettra 
 
Tuesday, 3-28-23  
 
12:05 pm    Rose Zuar by Children & Grandchildren 
 
Wednesday, 3-29-23 
  
12:05 pm    Marion Verdi by Vincent Orgo 
6:00 pm      Novena 
6:30 pm      English Mass 
 
Thursday, 3-30-23  
 
12:05 pm English Mass 
 
Friday, 3-31-23  
 
12:05 pm   In Memory of Robert Callejo 
 
Saturday, 4-1-23  
 
5:00 pm     Lorraine Oriente by Cipriano Family 
 
Sunday, 4-2-23 – Palm Sunday of The Passion Of The Lord 
 
9:00 am       Hugo Coruzzi & Lucy Sarro Coruzzi (LEGACY) 
                    Jane & Joseph Vickers, Martha & James Henry, Kathryn 
                    Betts by Jim 
11:00 am     Blessed Virgin of Pompeii by Ralph Pugliano & Family 
1:00 pm      Portuguese Mass 
5:00 pm      Donny Herman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just a Reminder – No 
Physical Contact during the 
Sign of Peace. 
 
The Office will be closed on 
Good Friday, April 7, 2023 
 
Let Us Continue To Pray For 
Each Other 
 
Bread & Wine – Lorraine Oriente 
by Vinny & Roseann Margiotta 
 
Sanctuary Lamp – Thomas 
Vincent Tesoriero by Wife & Son 
 
 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9:00am to 4:00pm 
Saturday & Sunday  

Closed 
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SUNDAY CONNECTION 

 
God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Sunday Scripture readings. The Sunday Connection provides useful 
background and activities to better understand the upcoming Sunday's Scripture readings, helping you to connect the Scripture 
to daily life in a meaningful way. 
 

First Reading 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 

God will open the graves and restore the people of Israel. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 130:1-8 

With the Lord is forgiveness and mercy. 
 

Second Reading 
Romans 8:8-11 

The Spirit of God dwells in you. 
 

Gospel Reading 
John 11:1-45 (shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45) 

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading from John 
continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, 
found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the 
Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 
 
The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in 
Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing 
him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. 
Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try to stone him for blasphemy. 
 
Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said 
to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ 
obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to 
Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 
 
The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would 
not have died. Yet she remains confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a 
resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus 
could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At 
this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for 
Jesus’ death. 
 
Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of Lazarus foreshadow the good news of 
Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising 
Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who believe in him might remember that and take 
hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away 
from Jesus’ tomb. 
 
With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising 
with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin’s power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who 
conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to 
profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection and the life. 
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