
Nativity of Mary Church and School 
10017 E 36th Terrace Independence, MO 64052 

Parish: (816) 353-2184   Fax: (816) 358-4155    School: (816) 353-0284    Web: www.nativityofmary.org 
 

“My attitude must be Christ’s.”  -  Philippians 2:5 

Parish Staff 
 Rev. Robert Stone, Pastor 
Melissa Clancy, Business Manager 
Paula Cassity, Administrative Assistant 
Maria Milazzo, Director of Music & Liturgy 
Becky Winbinger, Youth Minister 
Mary Jo Nafus, Secretary 
 
School Staff 
Mrs. Mary Parrish, Principal 
Carmen Wolfgeher, Secretary  
 
New Parishioners 
If you are new to our parish and would like more 
information please contact the Parish Office. 
 
Pastoral Care 
Sacraments for the Sick. 
Rev. Bob Stone, 353-2184, ext. 404 
 
Pastoral visits to the Homebound and Hospitals. 
Paula Cassity, 353-2184, ext. 401 
 
Emergency Assistance 
Contact St. Mary’s Food Pantry and 
Clothes Closet - 252-8649 
 
Youth Ministry 
Becky Winbinger, 353-2184, ext. 408 
 
Sacrament Preparation 
Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist,  
Confirmation, Adult Initiation (RCIA),  
and Matrimony  
Contact the parish office for information 
 
Parish Ministry Council 
Danny Barnes, 816-507-5171, dfbarnes@gmail.com 
 
Diocesan Victim’s Advocate 
Kathleen Chastain  
816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  
 

Ombudsman                   
Jenifer Valenti,       
816-812-2500 or JeniferValenti@att.net 

 
Visit us at https://www.facebook.com/
nativityofmaryparish/  

Mass Schedule  
Monday:           8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
Weekday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday - Friday 
Saturday:  4:00 p.m.  
Sunday:  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Day:          8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 
Confessions 
Saturday:         3:00 p.m. or by Appointment 



MARCH 10, 2019 - THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

MASS INTENTIONS        WEEKLY READINGS - MARCH 11 - 17 , 2019 
   

Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
  Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  
  Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 
  7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:   1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; 
  Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday:  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14;  
  Phil 3:17 -- 4:1 [3:20 -- 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

Gluten-free hosts are available.  Talk to Fr. Bob before Mass. 

We have 2 wheelchairs and hearing assist devices  
available for your use during mass. Please contact an usher. 

 

Saturday, March 9 - Vigil of the 1st Sunday of Lent 

4:00PM +Karen Kleihauer & In honor of St. Christopher 

Sunday, March 10 - The 1st Sunday of Lent 

8:00AM + Tom Pott 

10:30AM + Pete Quiroga 

Monday, March 11 

8:30AM  Communion Service 

Tuesday, March 12 

8:30AM  + Jack McEnroe 

Wednesday, March 13 

8:30AM  + Letecia, Candelaria, Francisco & Villar Family 

Thursday, March 14 

8:30AM + Agnes Schaefer 

Friday, March 15 

8:30AM Nativity of Mary Parish & School 

Saturday, March 16 - Vigil of the 2nd Sunday of Lent 

4:00PM + Vern Ault 

Sunday, March 17 - The 2nd Sunday of Lent  

8:00AM + Beverly Dostal 

10:30AM + Bud Vitt 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating 
sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if 
you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 
 
1.  Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the 
victim is currently under the age of 18), and 
2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Dioce-
san Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at 816.812.2500 or 
JeniferValenti@att.net, if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, em-
ployee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 
 
The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing 
resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact 
Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or 
chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more information. 

During a pilgrimage mass while reflecting on the Eucha-
rist the priest posed the following question: 
 
“What good is it if the bread and wine are changed, and 
we are not!” 

 The 1st Sunday of Lent -  Music Outline (Mar 9/10) 
 

Readings may be found beginning on G #1018 
 

Gathering: SS #159, Into the Desert 
Penitential Act: G #317, Kyrie 
Psalm: G #65, Psalm 91: Be with Me 
Offertory: G #958, Make Us Turn to You 
Mass Setting: G #179-185, Roman Missal Chants 
Communion: G #691, On Eagle's Wings 
Song of Praise: G #802, I Will Choose Christ 

Margaret Ault Barbara Garrett Carlos Pinon 

Steve Christensen Mary Gulick Alyssa Schell 

John Clarke Marla Herbst Mary Kay Seller 

Shelly Clemons Cynthia/Dennis Jones Patrick Singleton 

Jean Covey Bill & Mary King Bernice/Norm Steffen 

Bob DeSchepper Debbie Haney Kubiak John Tuccillo 

Roni Durkee Jim Miceli Carol Byrd Weaver 

Mary Enyart Cheryl Owen Daniel Wheeler 

Ally/Shannon Fowler Juan/Mary Perez Ayden Wright 

Garry/Emily Gagnon   



MARCH 10, 2019 - PARISH NEWS 

 

Devotional candles are kept in the kiosk. If you 
would like to light one just ask an usher for assis-
tance.  There is a slot and envelopes available in 
the kiosk to place your $5 donation. 

 
If you have a suggestion, concern, or com-
ment you would like the Parish Ministry 
Council to address there are cards on the 
kiosk for you to fill out and drop in the slot. 

NATIVITY OF MARY CONTRIBUTION REPORT  
2/16/2019 & 2/17/2019 

Did You Know… 
 

The music outline for Mass each weekend 
is listed on the 2nd page of the bulletin.  
That way if you do not hear the cantor an-

nounce the hymn or have difficulty seeing the hymn 
board, you have the outline easily accessible!   

FISH FRY FUNDRAISER - BOY SCOUT TROOP 178  
FRIDAY NIGHTS FROM 5:00 - 7:30 P.M. 

MARCH 22ND, 29TH, AND APRIL 5TH, 12TH 

Menu – Fried Battered Cod, Catfish, Boiled Shrimp, 
Baked Tilapia, Fish Tacos 
 

Sides include -  French fries, hushpuppies, coleslaw, 
mac & cheese, green beans, & corn 
 

Cost – $10 adult regular one entree meal; $13 adult 
combo meal; $5 children 
 

                                   Desserts and beer available for donation. 
                            Carry out available. 

Extra Lenten Penance Opportunity 
Wednesday, March 13th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Fr. Bob is offering this in addition to the Communal 
Lenten Penance Service which will be held on Sunday, 
April 14th, 2:00 p.m.  To get an idea if anyone would like 
to take advantage of this opportunity we are asking peo-
ple to anonymously let us know by calling the office or 
putting a check mark on the sheet on the kiosk in back 
of church.   

Please pray for the repose of the souls 
of Carol Witthar, grandmother of Mi-
chelle Billings and Michael Witthar and 
John McEnroe, husband of Toni 

McEnroe.  We extend our prayers and sympathy to Mi-
chelle, Michael, Toni all the Witthar and McEnroe fami-
lies.  May their souls and the souls of all the faith de-
parted, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Job Opportunity at Little Sisters of the Poor 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are looking for caring peo-
ple to work in our home for the elderly poor. We have 
job openings for CNAs and CMTs, Nurses (LPNs and 
RNs), a security guard, and a dietary porter. For more 
information on open positions, visit our website at 
www.littlesistersofthepoorkansascity.org/employment/ . 
Applicants are welcome to apply in person at Little Sis-
ters of the Poor or at indeed.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Ministry Council will be hosting a Study Pro-
gram for all parishioners and school parents who want to 
attend. "A Biblical Walk Through The Mass" will be 5 
consecutive weeks starting on April 24th. Watch the 
Bulletin for Further Details. Minimal Cost $20.00 

 Envelopes   $        8,356.00  
 Plate   $          742.00  
 Church Debt   $          101.50  
 Pisces Fund   $            52.00  
 Utility Fund   $                 -    
 EFT   $          100.00  
 Credit Card   $          441.50  
 Online Giving   $        1,139.36  
 Poor Box   $            50.00  

 Total   $      10,982.86  
    
 Tuition/Registration Fees 18-19   $         15,242.32  

Thank you for supporting our Parish Community  
and Catholic Education! 



MARCH 10 - 30, 2019 CALENDAR 

Sunday            10 
8:00AM Mass 
10:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Choir 
 
12PM - NCYC 
Meeting 

Monday           11 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 

  Noon - 2PM 
 
 
 
 

7PM - Book Club 

Tuesday            12 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Quilters 
 

7PM - RCIA 
 
7PM - Ministry 
Council Meeting 

Wednesday      13 
8:30AM Mass 
 
11AM - Jammin’ 
with Jesus 
 
 
7PM - Choir 
 

Thursday          14 
8:30AM Mass   
 

2:15PM  
Stations 
Of the 
Cross 
 

6:30PM - Liturgy 
Committee Mtg. 

Friday               15 
8:30AM Mass   
 
 
7PM - Stations of 
the Cross 

Saturday        16 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 
 
5PM  
St. Joseph Table 

17 
8:00AM Mass 
10:30AM Mass 
 
St. Joseph Table 
following the 
10:30am Mass 

18 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 
School - Spring 
Break Week 

19 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Quilters 
 

7PM - RCIA 
 
 

20 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 
4:30PM - Parish 
Finance Council 
 
 

21 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 
 
 

22 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 
 
4PM - Fish Fry 
 
7PM - Stations of 
the Cross 

23 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 
 
 

24 
8:00AM Mass 
10:30AM Mass 
 
 
 
 
Available after 
8:00AM 

25 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv. 
 
 

26 
8:30AM Mass 
 
9AM - Quilters 
 
1:30PM - School 
Penance Service 
 

7PM - RCIA 

27 
8:30AM Mass 
 
7PM - Choir 

28 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv 
 
 

29 
8:30AM 
Communion Serv 
 

2:15PM & 7:00PM 
Stations 
Of the 
Cross 
 

5PM - Fish Fry 

30 
3:00PM  
Confession 
4:00PM Mass 
 
 

MARCH 16TH & 17TH MINISTRY SCHEDULE      

March 16/17   4:00 PM Mass   8:00 AM Mass  10:30 AM Mass 

Lectors   Marilyn Fellows 
  Patsy Lorimer 

  Anita Burks 
  Brian DeMarea 

  Barbara Garrett 
  Sam Locascio 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

  Loretta Van Bibber 
  Carol Deveney 
  Sara Breunig 
  Sherri Eaton 
  Becky Winbinger 
  Lisa Dec 
  Grace Arnone 

  Larry Nauser 
  Pat Clark 
  Mike Fetters 
  Sandy DeSchepper 
  Rosa Milazzo 
  Volunteer 

  Larry Lamb 
  Mary Singer  
  Ray Singer 
  Susie Kenney 
  Mary Vitt 
  Michelle Hix 
  Carla Brewer 

Ushers   Marilyn  Mineart 
  Julian Huff 
  Sue Reiser 
  Bernie Schulte 

  Charlie Bellman 
  Ron Galvan 
  Mary Ann McClure 
  Henry Giraldo 

  Ed Bruehl 
  Michael Monley 
  Bob Murphy 
  Volunteer 

Servers   Volunteer 
  Volunteer 

  Jack Ryan 
  Anna Ryan 

  Volunteer 
  Volunteer 

Cantor   Deena Owen   Nancy Nauser   Martha & Jean 

Accompanist   Chris Rupprecht   Michelle Proen   Susan Walker 



SCHOOL - MARCH 10, 2019  



                                                                      MARCH 10, 2019 - THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, and then the devil tested him. Moses and the Israelites had 
been in the desert for forty years before being led to the land of milk and honey. There were times when they called out 
to God, sure that, as Saint Paul wrote to the Romans,   everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  We 
sometimes spend time in the desert as well. Not a literal desert most of the time, but a desert in which it seems difficult 
to perceive God’s presence, times when we face difficulty and are tempted to leave God’s ways behind. On this First 
Sunday of Lent, Jesus shows us what to do in these moments: stand firm and trust in God. 
 
STAND FIRM    
It may be difficult for us to imagine Jesus being tempted. He was God, after all. But he was also fully human, and faced 
the temptations and trials of life just like the rest of us. In fact, this is one of the key aspects of our faith. Jesus came to 
be one with us in all things but sin. He understands our weaknesses and the difficulties that sometimes happen in life, 
and he is with us, strengthening us to stand firm in faith, as he did in the desert, throughout his earthly ministry, and on 
the cross. 
 
TRUST IN GOD    
When Moses and the Israelites were in the desert, they sometimes grumbled. Fearful and anxious, they questioned 
whether God was really with them, in spite of the many signs and wonders of God’s fidelity to them. Gradually, they 
learned to trust that God would always lead and be with them. They grew in awareness of God’s presence, and were 
thankful for the gifts of God in their midst. In celebrating the first harvest in the Promised Land, they gave their first fruits 
back to God as a sign of their gratitude. Have you ever grumbled at God in a time of anxiety or worry? At times, we may 
be tempted to turn away from the life to which we are called. It is in just such moments that we may learn from Jesus, 
who responded to temptation by turning toward God and trusting God’s will completely. Look around. Be attentive to the 
many blessings in your life, and know that all good things come from God. Lent is a season when we turn our lives 
around, opening our hearts and lives to see the Lord’s goodness and responding to it with our lives. Let us follow Jesus 
out of the desert, ready to give of our first fruits, the fruits of our lives, talents, resources, and faith. 
 

Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Company 

A Letter from Bishop Johnston: 
 
As we begin the holy season of Lent, I proclaim a Holy Year of Renewal as a special time for our local Church, the Diocese of Kan-
sas City-St. Joseph.  The purpose of this Holy Year will allow us to prepare together to respond to the Holy Spirit’s inspirations to 
pursue the priorities and goals in our Mutually Shared Vision to be One Family; Restored in Christ-Equipped for Mission.  The 
Holy Year begins on Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, a season of renewal marked by prayer, sacrifice and works of mercy.  
It is a time when we intentionally align our minds and our wills with our Lord.  I ask that we all do so together, and this year, with the 
added desire to renew our homes, our parishes, and our diocese with the Mutually Shared Vision as both a road map and rallying 
cry in our commitments in achieving for the next few years. 
 
The Holy Year will conclude next January 12, 2020, on the Feats of the Baptism of the Lord.  This date was chosen so that we 
might all intentionally respond in a renewed way to the baptismal call we each received to be “priest, prophet, and king” and to em-
brace our call to serve and grow God’s Kingdom on earth, healing and building up our family, the Church. 
 
The Holy Year will also be marked by moments and events which will allow us to reflect on each of the priorities in our Vision.  I ask 
you individually, as families, and as parish communities, to prayerfully reflect on our ambitious plans, indeed to make them your 
own, and allow God to bless us all. 
 
May God’s grace and peace be with you in this Holy Year ahead! 
 
Gratefully yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend James V. Johnston, Jr. 
Bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph 



Nativity of Mary Lenten Theme 2019 
 

The Liturgy Committee has designated this year’s Lenten Theme as “Encounters through the Lenten Journey”.  We en-
counter Christ through many different people in the Gospel Readings during Lent.  With each encounter, we drw closer 
to Jesus and the great Paschal mysteries ahead during the Triduum.  This Lent, you will see the church décor inspired 
by mountains and mountain climbers.  As stated in Living Liturgy, a resource published by Liturgical Press - “Mountains 
are traditional  places where we encounter God’s glory”.  This year we will reframe the Lenten journey as a slow yet 
steady climb toward the hill of Golgotha where the ultimate glory of the Father will be revealed in the sacrifice of His 
Son. 
 

March 16 - At Seedtime:  Celebrating a Day of Prayer 
 

In the past, the Church marked certain times of the year with Ember Days and Rogation Days.  These included  
prayers for the Blessing of Seeds at Planting Time, as well as prayers for the Blessing of Fields and Gardens.  At the 
beginning of the  planting season in late winter or early spring, it is traditional for farmers to seek God’s blessing on their 
crops.  Whether or not we live in rural communities, we may wish to ask God’s  protection for seeds (or young plants) in 
our fields and gardens, especially in the season of Lent.  Seeds represent a microcosm of all life.  By our prayer, we ac-
knowledge God’s control over creation and our stewardship of it.  Dioceses all over the country are free to establish their 
own supplementary days of prayer.  This is one of several for the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, which has desig-
nated March 16th as a Diocesan Day of Prayer:  At Seedtime.  Visit https://kcsjcatholic.org/office/divine-worship/ for re-
sources with scripture, prayers, and son suggestions, as well as a Blessing Service.  Parish groups and households are 
encouraged to use them. 

 The Ember Days are four sets of three days of penance, one set at the beginning of each season. 
 They occur on the Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday of the same week. 

 Wednesday is memory of Judas’ betrayal. 

 Friday is in memory of the crucifixion. 

 Saturday is in memory of the tomb. 

 The individual feast days aren’t involved with the penance, they’re just reminders of when the Ember Days fall (although two of the feast days 
are penitential in themselves). 
 The winter Ember Days follow St. Lucy’s Day (December 13th) and are offered in thanksgiving for the olive harvest, which gives us holy oils. 

 The spring Ember Days follow Ash Wednesday (movable, forty-six days before Easter) and are offered in thanksgiving for the flowers, which 
feed the bees, who make the wax, that gives us the altar candles. 
 The summer Ember Days follow Pentecost (movable, the eighth Sunday after Easter) and are offered in thanksgiving for the wheat harvest, 
which gives us the Eucharist. 
 The fall Ember Days follow the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14th) and are offered in thanksgiving for the grape harvest, which 
gives us the Precious Blood. 
 If the feast day falls on a Wednesday, the Ember Days begin on the following Wednesday. 

 The penance is traditionally fasting on Wednesday and Saturday, and fasting and abstinence from meat on Friday. 

 Current fasting norms in the U.S. permit one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal.  

 Abstinence is binding from age fourteen. Fasting is binding from age eighteen to fifty-nine (except for those exempt for reasons of age or 
health).* 
 Until 1966, the Ember Days were a required observation for all Catholics (except for those exempt for reasons of age or health).  

 Since 1966, observation is left up to the discretion of the local bishops.** 

 In the U.S., observation of the Ember Days is recommended, but not mandatory 
 
Another category of now-little known days of penance are the Rogation Days. The major rogation falls on the feast of St. Mark, April 25th 
(but is unrelated to the Evangelist), and the minor rogation days fall on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday before the Ascension. It’s an 
unlikely time for extra days of penance, as it’s during Eastertide, but they were offered to God during the spring planting season in the hopes that 
the wheat crop would be protected from natural disasters. Though often referred to as fasting days, during the Easter season, they would have 
been observed as days of abstinence from meat, but not days of fasting. It is traditional, on the major rogation day to recite the Litany of All Saints, 
and to walk in procession around the boundaries of the parish, blessing the crops.  For those of us who live where parishes are big and crops are 
few, we could offer our prayers and abstinence from meat for farmers and for the victims of natural disasters. 
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