
Campaign Prayer 

Heavenly Father,  
Your Son, Jesus, established 

your Church as a home for all 
who seek You. Help us to 

maintain our home in faith, 
hope and love ,  

as we update our school  
and address our debt.  

Your Spirit has worked in many 
ways throughout generations  

to build our parish.  
Like those who have come 
before us, we offer you our 
prayers of sacrifice and hard 

work as we look to the future.  
Bless our capital campaign  

and increase our generosity  
as we fulfill the ministries of our 
parish. We ask this through the 

intercession of Mary,  
the Mother of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen  
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Letter From Fr. Bob 
While Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta visited 

Australia, a new 

monastery recruit was 

assigned to be her guide 

and “gofer” during her 

stay. The young man 

was so thrilled and excited at the prospect 

of being so close to this special woman. 

He dreamed of how much he would learn 

from her and what they would talk about. 

But during her visit, he became frustrated. 

Although he was constantly near her, he 

never had the opportunity to say one word 

to St. Teresa. There were always other 

people for her to meet.  

Finally, her tour was over, and she was 

due to fly to New Guinea. In desperation, 

the friar had his opportunity to speak to St. 

Teresa. He said to her, “If I pay my own 

fare to New Guinea, can I sit next to you 

on the plane so I can talk to you and learn 

from you?” 

St. Teresa looked at him. “You have 

enough money to pay airfare to New 

Guinea?” she asked. “Oh, yes,” he replied 

eagerly. “Then give that money to the 

poor,” she said. “You’ll learn more from 

that than anything I can tell you.” The 

problem was the young man wanted to 

experience a feeling when he needed to 

simply learn by doing.  

Dear friends, throughout this campaign, 

my prayer has been that we, as a  

 

community, build a culture of generosity 

where all of us become more generous 

with our time, talent, and treasure. The 

previous story illustrates it so well. If we 

want to be better stewards of God’s gifts, 

we must learn by giving these precious 

resources away.  

I know that, trying to raise money 

during a pandemic is not the easiest 

thing to do. However, we really didn’t 

see a better time to do a campaign in the 

near future and we really needed to 

replace our school windows.  If we are 

successful with this campaign, we may 

be able to install the new windows in the 

summer of 2022.  I believe Nativity can 

raise our campaign goal of $750,000 

because you have faced greater 

challenges and were able to overcome 

them.   

On Commitment Weekend, December 11-

12, you will be asked to make an 

investment in our faith community to 

ensure that we continue to be a source of 

encouragement, faith, and God’s love to 

the world. Join me in making a 

commitment to the Forward in Faith 

campaign, and, as St. Theresa would say, 

you will learn a great deal from this act.   

In Christ  

 

Fr. Bob Stone 

Pastor 

Want to be HAPPY?  
Results of a 5-year study at the University of Notre Dame 

reports that people who describe themselves as very happy 

volunteer almost 6 hours a month while those who 

describe themselves as unhappy volunteer about 30 

minutes or less a month. Research also reports a lower 

depression rate among people who donate at least 10% of 

their income to charities. Being a good steward is good for 

your health! 
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What amount are we asking you to invest in Nativity of Mary’s children and our future? 

Every parish household is asked to make a 

contribution to the Capital Campaign.  We 

encourage each household to prayerfully consider 

sharing 5% of your annual household income each 

year for the three years of the campaign.  

For those on fixed incomes, you may want to 

consider a non-cash gift such as stocks, bonds, 

personal property, IRA’s or other assets. Call the 

parish office if you are interested in this option. 

If you are new to giving to Nativity, we encourage 

you to prayerfully consider committing $5 or $10 a 

week or more to the Capital Campaign over three 

years.  

We need 100% participation in this effort to meet 

our goal; therefore, do what you can. Remember, 

whatever the amount you decide upon will be 

greatly appreciated.  The chart to the right will 

assist you in determining how much to consider. 

Continued on page 3 
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Campaign Q&A 

Annual 
Income 

Weekly 
Pledge 

Monthly 
Pledge 

Annual 
Pledge 

Total 3-
Year Pledge 

$20,000 $19 $83 $1,000 $3,000 

$30,000 $29 $125 $1,500 $4,500 

$40,000 $38 $167 $2,000 $6,000 

$50,000 $48 $208 $2,500 $7,500 

$60,000 $58 $250 $3,000 $9,000 

$70,000 $67 $292 $3,500 $10,500 

$80,000 $77 $333 $4,000 $12,000 

$100,000 $96 $417 $5,000 $15,000 

$125,000 $120 $521 $6,250 $18,750 

$150,000 $144 $625 $7,500 $22,500 

$200,000 $192 $833 $10,000 $30,000 

5% Giving Chart 

Nativity is providing opportunities to sponsor a school window or door. 
A small plaque will be placed near the sponsored window or door with the       

sponsor’s name or a memorial name. (All wording is approved by the office.)  

1. The long horizontal bank of windows outside of the office (1) - $25,000  

2. The large vertical windows (2) - $20,000 each 

3. The large horizontal bay of windows (35) - $15,000 each 

4. Larger interior and exterior doors (4) - $10,000 each  

A sample of our school building without the glass 
blocks and with the new windows.  

Q:  Do I need to turn in a commitment card? Can’t I just 

contribute to the campaign?  

It is very important to turn in a commitment card. This allows our 

parish leadership to know more precisely how much money we 

have available.  If you are unsure about the amount you will be 

able to contribute to campaign, write down a more modest amount. 

If you can’t contribute at this time, please note this on the card and 

return the card with the requested information so we can update 

our files. 

 

Q:  What happens if I can’t fulfill my commitment? 

We understand that situations change, and members may need to 

adjust their level of commitment.  You can change your 

commitment level by contacting the parish office at any time. 

 

Q:  What happens if we don’t reach our Campaign Goal of 

$750,000?  

The plan is that the first $350,000 or so, will go toward replacing 

the school windows.  Everything over the cost of the windows will 

go toward debt reduction.  We believe we will have at least 

enough to cover the cost of the windows.   

Q:  Is the Capital Campaign money kept separate from the 

regular parish money? Yes, we have a separate investment 

account for capital campaign funds so they are not commingled 

with the general fund. 

 

Q:  How many window companies were interviewed? 

After reviewing a number of companies, we interviewed ____ and 

asked each to submit a proposal.  We have started a follow-up 

conversation with the firm that gave us, what we think, is the best 

proposal.  We will keep the parish updated on this process.   
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Q:  How do I make my contributions and for how long? 

Parishioners can set up automatic weekly, monthly or annual 

payments through most on-line bank accounts. The parish will 

provide a monthly campaign envelope with the regular tithing 

envelopes. The commitments are for three years starting 

Commitment Weekend, December 11-12, 2021. 
   

Q:  How many windows and doors are being replaced? 

We have designated 38 windows and sets of windows and 4 

interior and exterior doors.   

Q:   May I contribute non-cash gifts to the campaign? 

Yes. You may consider donating cars, personal property, land, or 

other items of value. Contributing stocks, bonds, and mutual funds 

that have been held for at least a year and have appreciated 

provide special tax advantages. Donors will receive a tax 

deduction for the full market value of the gift, but you will not 

have to pay capital gains tax on the appreciated amount. If you sell 

depreciated stock and contribute the proceeds to the parish, you 

will receive both a tax deduction for the gift and a deduction for 

the capital loss. Please consult your tax advisor or accountant to 

determine the best way to make a donation and take advantage of 

your tax savings. Call the parish office (816-353-2184) if you are 

interested in this option. 

If you are 70 and a half years or older, you may be able to send 

your required IRA minimum distribution for the year straight to 

the church, which means you don’t have to show it as income and 

you can claim it as a donation on your taxes. If you are interested 

in more information about this option, please contact your 

financial advisor or the office. 

Campaign Q&A Continued from page 2 
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If for any reason you need to change the 

level of your commitment to the campaign, 

just contact the parish Ministry Center. 

Important Note: Please do not divert any of your 

current contributions to the church offertory to the 

campaign. We want to be able to maintain our 

current ministries, programs, and operations while 

we replace our windows and pay down our debt. 

Q: How can we involve our children in the campaign 

process?  

An old teaching adage says:  

• Tell me, I forget.  

• Show me, I remember.  

• Involve me, I understand.  

If children are going to understand stewardship, it is important to 

involve them both in the campaign activities and in the decision-

making process that leads to a family’s commitment to the 

campaign. Here are some suggestions for involving children in 

stewardship:  

1.  Hold a family meeting to discuss what commitment the 

family will make to the campaign and how it will impact the 

family. Encourage the children to express their feelings and have 

the children help determine ways the family can cut back on 

other expenses to fulfill their commitment. Children will take 

much more interest and ownership in the action if they are 

involved in the decision.  

2. Invite the children to give up something or to do something 

special to raise money for the campaign. Connect their sacrifice 

and work to what it means to be part of a larger community and 

what it takes to keep the community going.    

3. Teach children that taking the time to pray is good 

stewardship. Prayer is giving time to God. Prayer is also a gift 

we can give to someone else when we pray for him or her.  

4. Encourage the children’s religious education classes to discuss 

stewardship. After class, ask your child what they learned and 

tell them what you are doing to be good stewards. 



What is the Campaign Goal? 

$750,000 to be collected over three years 

What is the cost of windows? 

Approximately $350,000 
How much money will go  

toward debt? 

Everything collected over the  

cost of windows 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

In appreciation for 

fulfilling your commitment 

to our Forward in Faith – 

Securing Our Future 

Campaign, Nativity would like 

to recognize our generous donors by 

displaying your name on a plaque in an appropriate 

location.  Above  is a sample plaque design that may be 

used to display donor names.  Donors can remain 

anonymous.   

Have 2-3 Hours to Share With the Campaign? The 

Calling Team is looking for members to help make phone calls. 

The Calling Team checks to see if everyone received a 

commitment packet in the mail, answers questions, and reminds 

parishioners to bring their commitment card with them on 

Commitment Weekend. Volunteers will be trained and then asked 

to make 10-15 phone calls between November 28 and December 

10. If you can make phone calls, please call Mary Ann McClure at 

816-739-3763 or Mary Vitt at 816-520-1575. 


