
History of St. Valentine Faith Community 

  
“The new church is the visible symbol of the fulfillment of many years of patient labors and countless sacrifices 
on the part of the priests, religious and people who have seen the territory of their parish develop from a tired 
mining district into an inviting area where thousands of families take pride in their community.” These were the 
words of Bishop John J. Wright, who dedicated the present Catholic Church of St. Valentine in Bethel Park, 
Pennsylvania, in 1967. 
  
Now in the golden jubilee year of 1981, the priests, religious and people of St. Valentine’s Church are able to 
look back with gratitude on a full half century of development and fulfillment.  As they begin their second half 
century, they rededicate themselves to a life with Christ in the fellowship of their families and the community in 
which they continue to take pride. 
 

How Saint Valentine’s Began 
  
In the summer of 1923 Father Gerold, Pastor of St. Ann’s Church in Castle Shannon, began giving catechism 
instructions to children of Catholic parents in the little mining community of Coverdale. A few months later, 
Father Gerold obtained permission from Bishop Hugh C. Boyle to celebrate Holy Mass for approximately 70 
Catholic families employed at Mine No. 8 of the Pittsburgh Terminal Coal. Co. That Mass, in a company-owned 
home which still stands today on South Park Road near Church Road, was the beginning of St. Valentine’s Parish. 
 
It was not until two years later that Father Gerold could buy a plot of ground at the corner of West Library 
Avenue and Ohio Street as the site for a church. Borrowing $2500, Father Georld purchased a small frame 
building that had been the original St. Bernard’s Church in Mt. Lebanon. Only 24 feet wide and 100 feet long, the 
little structure was dismantled and moved to Bethel. Half of it was erected to serve as the church; the other half 
was set up as a hall. Placed under the patronage of St. Valentine, the frame church with a seating capacity of 150 
was assigned as a mission to St. Ann’s Church. It was formally blessed and Holy Mass was first celebrated there 
in the spring of 1926. St. Valentine was an early Bishop of the Church. He became a martyr on February 14, 270, 
the day of his death still commemorated as St. Valentine’s Day. 
 
Father Gerold died September 21, 1929, and Father Aloysius Angel succeeded him at St. Ann’s, remaining in 
charge of St. Valentine’s Mission Church until July of 1931. At that time, the rapidly increasing population of the 
area led Bishop Boyle to establish St. Valentine’s as a separate parish. Father Joseph Pikutis was the first Pastor, 
serving for six years until the appointment of Father John J. Janok in 1937. During Father Pikutis’ pastorate, St. 
Valentine’s Parish underwent difficult times -- depression gripped the nation, the local mine was on strike, the 
number of families in the parish dwindled to 100, church income was extremely low, and the debt incurred by 
construction of the Rectory rose. But the Parish survived and, when Father Janok became pastor, was well on its 
way to recovery. From the very first, Father Janok’s dream was a Catholic school. The dream intensified as the 
parish population increased. 
 
Then on Sunday, July 19, 1942, catastrophe struck! Fire broke out during Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
following High Mass. Both exits to the Sanctuary were blocked by flames. The only way out was the center aisle 
and a steep stairway. Despite the unavoidable panic, no one was fatally hurt. A score, however, had to be given 
first aid treatment. 
 
The little church was in ruins, and the adjoining parish hall so badly damaged it had to be razed. With courage 
and optimism, Father Janok and his parishioners joined in the construction of a new church, the present St. 
Valentine’s. War-time restrictions on building materials curtailed erection of the type and size of church 
everyone desired. By April 15, 1943, the structure was completed and Holy Mass was offered on that Easter 
Sunday for the first time. The congregation numbering about 300 families – had attended Holy Mass in the 
Bethel Park Fire Hall while the church was under construction. By the end of 1943, the $25,000 it cost to build 
and furnish the church was paid off and the dreams of a school began anew. 
 



The parish grew and as it did the need for a Catholic School increased. Some 500 children of grade school age 
were enrolled for weekly catechism instructions by the Sisters of St. Francis Academy. There was little room for 
the classes. Pressed into service were vacant storerooms, the nearby fire hall and even the Rectory basement 
and garage. It was a situation that could not continue for very long. Therefore, with the cooperation of 
parishioners, plans for the erection of St. Valentine’s School were drawn by the architectural firm of Andrew 
Pyzdrowski & Son, Pittsburgh. Approved by Bishop John F. Dearden, construction started immediately after the 
cornerstone was laid in June, 1952. 
 
The dream came true. Our school -- your school -- is a reality. Every parishioner can be justly proud that the 
children of St. Valentine’s are receiving the benefits of a Catholic education. St. Valentine’s has come through 
fire, depression, war, and hard times. From those early days, when only 70 families made up the parish until the 
beginning of 1962 when our records showed 1200 families, St. Valentine’s has done well due to the religious zeal 
and financial support of its members. 
 
Much remains to be done. St. Valentine’s will need a convent for the Sisters. A new and larger church will be 
required for the expanding parish. The new school proved that dreams can come true. The future will prove, 
God willing, that other parish improvement projects can also come true. 
New Work Begins 
  
 
Though St. Valentine’s Parish was formally established in 1931, its history begins several years earlier. The 
Catholic population of the area had been growing since the turn of the century, when Italians, Poles, Slovaks and 
Lithuanians began moving in to work in the mines. For years, many of them spoke little or no English. 
 
In the summer of 1922, Father Joseph Valentine Gerold, pastor of St. Anne’s Church in Castle Shannon, saw the 
need for children to receive catechism instruction in the mining community of Coverdale, a community that 
would later grow into Bethel Park. So he sought the assistance of two young women of the Community – Anna 
McMonagle, who later married George Sebolt, and Mary Bandi, who married Francis Wagner. Mrs. Nick Savage 
assisted them in identifying the Catholic families in the neighborhood of Mine #8 of the Pittsburgh Terminal Coal 
Company. The young women then visited each of these families and asked them to send their children to 
instructions. They held the first classes in a Coal and Iron Police barracks on South Park Road, on the old 
Courtney property near the intersection with Church Road. Approximately 70 Catholic families had been 
identified in the area, and on September 9, 1923, Father Gerold celebrated the first Mass for them in a 
storeroom next to the barracks where the catechism classes were held. A native of Brooklyn, born in the 
American centennial year of 1876, Father Gerold had been serving in the Pittsburgh Diocese since his ordination 
in 1901. While at St. Anne’s Church, he was particularly active in relief work for coal miners. After the Mass at 
Coverdale was initiated, he or one of his assistants –Father Herman J. Wilhelm or Father Pater J. Bernarding – 
would come to celebrate Mass once a month, often travelling by trolley. 
 
Among the early parishioners were the Hogans, Minewisers, Rentons, Courtneys, Carrols and Usnicks. Some 
people subsequently said that the Mass was held in the home of Joseph Hogan, the pit boss at Coverdale Mine. 
But Marie Courtney Schmitt recalls: “The first Mass was not said at Hogan’s home, but in a black wooden shanty 
across the road where Courtney’s Nursery is located today. Father Gerold said the Mass and there were only a 
few people attending the service. After Mass, Mr. Hogan would take the ‘Mass Book’ to his home so the 
Protestants could hold their service. This building consisted of two rooms and had a small altar. I remember 
plain as day how I used to walk down South Park Road to the car stop and meet the Sisters who came to give 
catechism lessons. My family came to Bethel in 1922, and I was among the first to hear Mass here. Before that 
we walked to Castle Shannon to St. Anne’s for confession and Mass. I was about nine years old at the time.” 
 
Seven children were in the mission’s initial First Communion class include: Albert Hanusovsky, Dorothy Hogan, 
Stella McGrosky (Trnosky), Margaret Minewiser (Zak), Hazel Wagner (Schoepflin), and Henry Wagner. Margaret 
Minewiser Zak recalls: “My parents worked around the barracks all the time. Mother laundered the altar linens 
and the priest’s robes. We had Mass once a month and would bring a thermos of hot coffee for the priest to 



drink after the service. My brother, Louis, would bring the nuns from St. Anne’s to teach catechism – this was 
before 1927. Louis later became a priest. I made my first Holy Communion in the barracks, and there were only 
six or seven of us in the class. I believe services started about 1922 or 1923, because we had just moved here 
after the strike in 1922. When we came, Joe Hogan gave my father the key and said he would be glad to give 
someone else a turn.” 
 
Worshippers suffered during the cold months of winter because the only heat came from a pot-bellied stove, 
which was lit by Mr. Hogan. When St. Bernard’s Parish in Mt. Lebanon built a new church, he encouraged Father 
Gerold to buy the old building for use by the mission. 
In July 1925, Father Gerold bought land for a church on the corner of West Library Avenue and Ohio Street – 
Lots 124-27 of the Tischler Plan. The following year, he borrowed $2,500 from Bishop Hugh Boyle, who served 
the diocese from 1921 to 1950, and in March bought the building from St. Bernard’s. 
 
This first church was a frame building, 24 feet wide and 100 feet long, but was reconstructed on the present site 
so that half was used as a church, seating about 150 people, and half as a parish hall set alongside the church. 
Men of the mission were doing the work themselves, and one day two priests pulled up in a car and watched 
them awhile. One priest asked, “How are things going?” Margaret Minewiser’s father replied that they were 
doing the best they could with “this chicken coop that St. Bernard’s sold us.” It turned out that the priest was 
the pastor of St. Bernard’s, Father Bryson, and when he got home, he sent Father Gerold a receipt saying the 
debt was paid in full. 
 
As the people were thinking about a name for the mission, they decided they would like to pay tribute to Father 
Gerold. So in recognition of his middle name, Valentine, they placed the mission under the patronage of St. 
Valentine, and it was given that name when it was formally blessed in the spring of 1926. Historical knowledge 
of the saint is limited. According to the New Catholic Encyclopedia, the Roman Martyrology commemorated two 
martyrs named Valentine on February 14, and indicated that both were beheaded on the Flaminian Way – one 
at Tome and the other some 60 miles away at Terni. Valentine of Tome was a priest who is said to have died 
about 269 during the persecution of Emperor Claudius the Goth. The other was Bishop of Terni, but some 
historians suggest that they may have been the same person – that the bishop may have been brought to Rome 
and executed. 
 
When Pope Paul VI revised the Liturgical calendar in 1969, he dropped a number of saints from the list of those 
with feast days set for observance by the universal church. St. Valentine was among those dropped, but his feast 
day is still observed locally. 
 
After a long illness, Father Gerold died in 1930 at the age of 53. He was succeeded as pastor of St. Anne’s Parish, 
and thus of St. Valentine’s mission, by Father Aloysius Angel. 
 

Father Pikutis Establishes Parish 
  
On July 10, 1930, Bishop Boyle sent Father Francis Pikutis to serve in Coverdale, and when St. Valentine’s was 
formally established as a separate parish on September 10, 1931, he became its first pastor. Father Pikutis was 
born January 19, 1884 in the small village of Burbiskiai, Lithuania. His parents emigrated to America, settling in 
Homestead, Pennsylvania, and he came to join them therein 1900. He worked in the Homestead steel mills until 
1904, when he began his preparation for the priesthood at St. Vincent Prep School in Latrobe. He was ordained 
on June 14, 1915, and said his first Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Homestead. 
 
The first appointment for Father Pikutis was as an assistant at St. Bernard’s Church in Indiana. In 1916, he 
became pastor of St. Francis Church in Rossiter, and stayed there until assigned to St. Valentine’s. One of his first 
tasks at St. Valentine’s was building a rectory, and a red brick house on the site of the present church was 
completed in 1931 – at a cost of $6,850. The nation had just entered the period of economic distress known as 
the Great Depression, and local miners had been further hurt by a long strike; but the people of St. Valentine’s 
were dedicated to their new parish and willingly sacrificed for it. 



Even before the formal establishment of the parish, Father Pikutis performed the first baptism – for John Percy 
Seddon on August 16, 1931. The first marriages came on November 25 with the union of two couples – Frank 
Coates with Mary Foradadi and Frank George with Teresa Vagni. Lawn fetes became popular annual affairs in 
the early years of the parish. The first ones were held near the company store on South Park Road. Parishioners 
sold baked goods and other homemade items, and relied on their mother church, St. Anne’s for much of the 
equipment they needed to borrow for these affairs. 
 
In the beginning, the parish boundaries were more extensive than at present. As the community of Bethel Park 
developed, parts of St. Valentine’s Parish were incorporated in the new parishes of St. Thomas More, St. Louise 
de Marillac and St. Germaine. The original Coverdale area remains the heart of the parish. In 1932, Father Pikutis 
asked the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God, who were based in Whitehall and, like himself and 
many parishioners, had Lithuanian roots, to conduct catechism classes for the children of St. Valentine’s Parish. 
They agreed to do this, and the first teachers were Sisters Mary Gabrielle, Laura, Innocenta and Cecelia, who 
were transported back and forth by members of the parish. The classes were held in the rectory basement, a 
nearby home, a storeroom and the community fire hall. Shortly after the classes began, Mother M. Aloysia took 
charge of the Young Ladies Sodality, and it flourished under her guidance. 
 
The housekeeper for Father Pikutis was Mary Zinc, a woman of musical ability. She served as organist for the 
church, playing a reed pump organ, and trained a male choir. About a half dozen men sang in the choir, and two 
of them – Joseph Miller and James Smith – are still members of the parish. 
Father Janok Arrives 
 
Father Pikutis was transferred to St. Barbara’s Church in Bridgeville on September 29, 1937, and the following 
month Bishop Boyle appointed Father John Janok as his successor. Father Janok served until his death 24 years 
later, the longest pastorate in the history of St. Valentine’s Parish and almost half the entire period of its 
existence. In large measure, the parish is indebted for its strength today to this dedicated man who gave almost 
his entire priestly life to St. Valentine’s. 
 
Father Janok was born February 11, 1911, in McKeesport. He and a brother, Joseph, two years older, were 
orphaned in 1915, and a grandmother took care of them. By hard work at school, young John caught up with his 
brother and they entered St. Fidelis Seminary together. They were ordained on June 16, 1935, as part of the 
same class with Bishop Vincent Leonard, who became ordinary of the Pittsburgh Diocese in 1969. The first 
assignment of Father John Janok was to St. Michael’s Church in Braddock, but at the early age of twenty-six he 
became pastor of St. Valentine’s Church. One accomplishment that made him particularly suitable for this parish 
was the ability to read, write and speak several languages. This would enable him, for example, to read the 
Gospel in Slovak as well as English, and to hear confessions in the mother tongues of many immigrants. 
 
Father Janok won the love and admiration of his people, and they came to him for advice on health, legal and 
personal as well as spiritual problems. He was also gifted in athletics, and worked with the children to clear a 
ball field near the church, where he joined them in games. 
When he first came to the parish, he had no housekeeper at the Rectory. Mrs. Stella Stemnock recounts: 
“I took him to our house in Coverdale and gave him his supper, as he had no housekeeper. I did his laundry, altar 
robes, altar cloths, and when he had Forty Hours Devotion or special company, I would loan him my silverware 
and table linens, as he had none. I knew Father like my own boys, and he ate many meals at our house in 
Coverdale. He played a major role in laying the foundation for what our church is today. He taught my boys to 
be servers, and they served Mass until they were in their late teens.” He played a role in laying foundations 
literally when he joined with men of the parish in putting a foundation under the little frame church, which had 
initially been set on poles. He also worked with them to install a coal furnace and remodel and enlarge the 
church interior. A sanctuary, 17 feet by 35 feet, was added to the original building. 
 
Shortly after the remodeling was completed, a disastrous fire ruined the little church, sending so many days of 
hard, dedicated labor up in smoke. It occurred during the benediction following a Sunday Mass, on July 19, 1942, 
and created panic among the worshippers. Though no one was seriously injured, several people required 



medical treatment. Many of the injuries occurred as a result of the banisters on the front steps collapsing during 
the hurried exit. The adjacent parish hall was also damaged, so badly it had to be torn down. The fire broke out 
in the sacristy, and perhaps started from a lighted match or candle since it was the area where altar boys lit 
candles for the benediction. The sacristy may have contained paint cans, brushes and other items left from the 
painting of the church interior. 
 
On the day after the fire, the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph reported: “Despite a plea by the priest for calm and 
order, 200 worshippers rushed out of St. Valentine’s Church, Bethel Twp., when fire broke out during services 
yesterday, and about 35 persons were injured in the rush. Mrs. James Travers, of Bethel Twp., suffered a badly 
wrenched arm, and Miss Tillie Mahall of Lakewood, O., was burned on the face, hands and ankles. Attorney 
Martin Geary, 28, of South Park Road, was treated in Mercy Hospital for burns on the face, head and hands. 
Most injuries were minor. Dr. J. E. Kent, of Coverdale, set up an office [a First Aid Station] in the parish house 
and treated the victims, most of whom suffered only slight burns or cuts." The Rev. John J. Janok, 31, St. 
Valentine’s pastor, said: "We had finished our Mass and were midway through with benediction. As I turned 
around to put incense into the censer, I saw one of the women pointing to the sacristy. There was a little bit of 
smoke. I tried to get them to stay. I was horribly worried that somebody would be killed. But they all seemed to 
be in a panicky condition." The Telegraph continued: "The fire was believed to have started from a candle or a 
match in the sacristy. Damage of $15,000 was estimated by the Fire Chief John Miskunas. Some firemen were in 
the congregation and summoned help quickly, but the church was destroyed despite the efforts of the 
companies from Bethel Twp., Castle Shannon, South Park, Mt. Lebanon, Upper St. Clair Twp. The church had two 
rear doors but they were cut off by the flames.” 
 
After accompanying the people out, Father Janok returned and tried to save the Sacred Host in the tabernacle, 
but was unable to do so. He rescued only the chalice and the vestments he was wearing. He was apparently 
dazed by the smoke, and didn’t remember what happened after that, but parishioners reported pulling him out 
through a window. Father Janok announced the immediate launching of a campaign to raise funds for 
rebuilding, and despite the restrictions of wartime, the parish was able to move rapidly toward erection of a 
new building. Meanwhile, it held services in the Bethel Park Fire Hall. 
 
The cornerstone was laid on October 18, 1942, and the first Mass in the new church was held on Easter Sunday, 
April 25, 1943. The Solemn Blessing took place on May 31. Andres Pyzdrowski & Son served as architect and 
general contractor. Since the rebuilding had to be done under the limitations imposed by World War II, 
shortages of building materials created a number of problems, but these were all satisfactorily resolved. The 
parish had about 300 families at this time, and though building and furnishing a new church left them with a 
debt of $25,000, they paid it off before the end of 1943. 
 
For some time, Father Janok had been thinking that the parish needed a school, and as the decade of the 1940’s 
passed, the need became more urgent. Some 500 children were receiving weekly instruction from the Sisters 
who served Saint Francis Academy, but space for these classes was inadequate. They were held in the fire hall, 
the rectory basement and garage and even empty store rooms. Another factor adding to the urgency was that 
schools of neighboring parishes, which many St. Valentine’s families had been using, became overcrowded and 
were restricting enrollment to their own children. With parents becoming more and more concerned, Sister 
Gabrielle called a meeting of mothers in February 1950 to discuss what they wanted to do. They formed the St. 
Valentine Catholic Women’s Club and chose Mary Diederich as the first president. The Club’s purpose was to 
raise funds for construction of a grade school and the Catholic education of parish children. Over the next three 
years Club members held many fund-raising events, and their dedicated work was crowned with success. In 
February, 1953, the Women’s Club became affiliated with the Confraternity of Christian Mothers, and this 
dedicated group of women continued serving the parish by their support and fund-raising activities. 
 
Andres Pyzdrowski & Son drew up plans for a school, and these were approved by Bishop John F. Dearden, who 
had become ordinary in 1950 and served until 1959. The firm of Didion Brothers, who were members of the 
parish, was awarded the contract, and a groundbreaking ceremony was held in June 1952. 
 



The school, with eight classrooms plus offices and other facilities, was dedicated on August 23, 1953, and Sister 
Mary Laura became the first principal. For the first year, only three grades were offered. Then one grade was 
added each year until it had the full eight grades. 
Enrollment the first year was 240, and it became immediately apparent that the parish would need more space 
for its school. So plans were drawn up for a second building with another eight classrooms, and it was 
completed by the contractors, John Deklewa & Sons of Bridgeville, in 1954. By 1961, with the full eight grades in 
operation, St. Valentine’s School had an enrollment of 756. 
 
When Father Pikutis was transferred in 1937, his housekeeper went with him, and that meant the loss of the 
parish organist. A young member of the parish, Marie Schoepflin, then took her place. Choir membership at this 
time included George Sebolt, Sr., Phil Didion, Joseph Didion, Walter Rausch, Charles Meyers, George Matyk, Alex 
Stemnock and George Fialko. During this period, a boys’ choir was also started, with two young brothers, George 
and High Sebolt, as leaders. 
 
The organ was destroyed along with everything else in the 1942 fire, and another reed pump organ was secured. 
The choir met at the organist’s home to continue its rehearsals while the parish was without a church. When the 
new church was built, the choir and organ was placed in a room adjacent to the altar. Later an Orgatron, an 
electric single manual instrument, was placed in the new church. 
Marie Schoepflin resigned as organist in 1945 and was succeeded by Genevieve Didion, who served a quarter 
century. The Orgatron was eventually replaced by a double manual Wurlitzer. 
 
Among the memories that parishioners treasure when they recall Father Janok is that of his cocker spaniel, 
“Taffy”. She would sometimes come into the church during Mass, greet him excitedly and then sit or lie beside 
him at the altar. He also taught her to “say grace” before meals, putting her front feet up on his chair and then 
laying her head over her paws. When Father Janok was sick, Taffy kept a vigil beside his bed. But one day while 
waiting for him in a car, she jumped out a window and was hit and killed by a passing vehicle. 
In the years following World War II, the parish grew rapidly and its original ethnic, immigrant character was 
gradually modified. Bethel Park had ceased to be a mining community, and was becoming a suburban, bedroom 
community such as were developing around all major metropolitan areas of the nation. 
 
After the construction of St. Valentine’s School, there was an influx of parishioners, and the little church soon 
became too small. Father Janok dreamed of building a larger church, but serious illness began to weaken him 
and eventually prevented him from realizing his dream. He sometimes would say Mass holding onto the altar 
with sweat streaming down his swollen face. One Sunday he collapsed and had to be carried into the sacristy. 
 
The growing demands of the parish, combined with Father Janok’s health problems, led to appointment of the 
first assistant for St. Valentine’s – Father Paul B. Conroy, who served from 1953 to 1958. He was followed by 
Father Eloy Grundler, and on April 8, 1961, it became Father Grundler’s task to tell the people of St. Valentine’s 
parish that their pastor had died the previous night. Father Janok was buried in Calvary Cemetery in Port Vue, 
with his parents and grandparents. The marker on his grave reads simply: “Father John 1911-1961.” 
 

Parish Builds New Church 
 
Bishop John J. Wright, who succeeded Bishop Dearden in 1959 and served until Pope Paul VI made him a Curia 
official in 1969, appointed Father William F. Frawley as pastor of St. Valentine’s Church, effective May 31, 1961. 
 
Born August 27, 1911, on the Northside of Pittsburgh, Father Frawley attended St. Francis Xavier Grade School 
and then Duquesne Prep School and University. After studies at St. Vincent’s Seminary in Latrobe, he was 
ordained on June 13, 1937, by Bishop Boyle. For his first assignment, Father Frawley served six years at Holy 
Family Parish in Latrobe. After a three-year ministry as a chaplain for the U. S. Marine Corps, he served at 
Epiphany Church in downtown Pittsburgh and then at Immaculate Conception Church in Bloomfield. After that, 
he served as acting pastor at St. Anthony Church in Bessemer for nine years, and for the four years immediately 
preceding his appointment to St. Valentine’s he was assigned to St. Hugh’s Church in Carmichaels. 



 
At St. Valentine’s, Father Frawley found two pressing needs – a convent for the Sisters, who were still 
commuting from their motherhouse in Whitehall, and a larger church. A portable altar was set up in the 
basement of the school, and Sunday Masses were held simultaneously in the church and school. Later when the 
church was torn down and the new church was under construction, all Masses and Devotions were held in the 
school basement. Adjoining properties were bought to provide space for the new buildings. The convent was 
begun first, with groundbreaking on December 8, 1964, and dedication on September 25, 1965. Clarence Lutch 
& Son served as general contractor for the convent, which included space to accommodate 17 Sisters, plus 
quarters for guests, music and recreation rooms and a chapel. 
 
But even before the convent was completed, ground was broken for the new church – on July 25, 1965. Stanley 
S. Pyzdrowski, who with his father Andrew had built the school and the previous church, served as architect, and 
the contractor was Jendoco Construction, Inc. Part of the previous church was preserved as an Administration 
Building, and its cornerstone, dated 1942, has been preserved. A set of 1942 coins found in it were placed in the 
cornerstone of the new building. Among the challenges faced – and successfully met – by the architect was 
designing suitable facilities for a church whose patterns of worship were in a state of transition. Pope John XXIII 
had inaugurated the Second Vatican Council in 1962, and the last of its four annual sessions was held in the fall 
of 1965. Among the actions of the Council Fathers was calling for extensive revision in the liturgy. This meant 
not only such changes as translating the Mass from Latin into the language of the people, but also structural 
alterations such as situating the altar so that the celebrating priest would face the congregation. Mr. Pyzdrowski 
designed a church that would accommodate both the changes already introduced at the time and others that 
would be coming later. 
 
On November 10, 1966, Monsignor Oliver D. Keefer, pastor of Resurrection Church in Brookline and Dean of the 
District, came to St. Valentine’s for the blessing of the cornerstone and of three large bells, cast in Belgium, 
which were then placed in an 85-foot tower at the front of the church. The new building made extensive use of 
symbolism. Sand cuts in the eight front doors presented worshipers entering the church with symbols of the 
Beatitudes. Symbols of Pentecost were in the clerestory window at the front of the church. And eight stained-
glass windows on either side of the nave followed a symbolic theme of Christ giving himself for the whole of 
humanity. To symbolize the importance of baptism as the way of entrance into the church, the new Church of 
St. Valentine had a baptistery, designed in contemporary style, set just inside the front doors. 
 
Contained within the altar stones were relics of St. Victor I, St. Felicitas, an Unknown Martyr together with St. 
Maria Goretti, and St. Pius X. Though the church was built large enough to accommodate 1000 worshipers, plus 
another 200 in the balcony, it was designed in a modified fan shape so that no one would have to sit more than 
75 feet from the altar. Under the church was placed a cafeteria and an all-purpose room seating 700 for dinners 
or 1000 for other events. A tunnel connected it with the school basement so the students could have easy 
access. 
 
The first Mass in the new church was the midnight Christmas Eve service in 1966 – offered for the special 
intention of Phillip Didion and his four children and their families. Dedication of the new church was held on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 1967, and Bishop Wright came for this event. After completion of the church, 
the school basement was remodeled, and then a parish house was built. Mr. Pyzdrowski continued his services 
as architect for these projects. 
 
Through all these activities, Father Frawley and the parish had the services of several assistant priests. Those 
who served during this pastorate included Father Roy H. Conley (1961-65), Father William C. McDonough (1965), 
Father Thomas J. Hanlon (1965), Father Martin M. Sypien (1966-67), Father Edward J. Bush (1967), Father John 
R. Haney (1967-73), Father Donald J. Stoney (1972-77), Father George C. Newmeyer (1973-75) and Father John 
Gudewicz (1975-79). While the parish was progressing in its building program, it was also moving forward in 
other areas. The first CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) Board was established in 1966 to deal with such 
problems as lack of sufficient teachers, need for visual aids and other materials and poor communications. 
Father Sypien served as the first spiritual moderator, and the first officers included Bob Malloy, president; Mike 



Kuhla, vice president; Tom Malloy, treasurer; and Jane Virbal, secretary. Other board members were Bob and 
Barbara Allen, Virginia Geary, Pete Kelly, Rose Mary Apel, Joe Kupfner and Mary Friedrich. 
 
At that time, 450 students were registered in the CCD classes for grade school and 140 in the high school 
program. In subsequent years, the program expanded. Chuck Pfeifer succeeded Bob Malloy as president, and 
later spiritual moderators were Fathers Haney, Newmeyer and Gudewicz. 
 
The first open house for the church was held on April 28, 1968. Other activities of these years included retreats, 
Block Home Masses, and Folk Masses. In 1971-72, St. Valentine’s Church hosted the Diocesan Adult Education 
Center, which offered eight courses to people of this and neighboring parishes. The courses given by Father 
Eugene Bonacci, C.P., of St. Paul’s Monastery began at this time. 
 
A “Program for Parents of Children Under Five” was given four times, and a pre-baptism class was offered for 
expectant parents. Another new program was begun for parents of children who would be receiving First 
Communion or Confirmation. The first Coordinator of Religious Education, Sister Theresa Codispoti, was 
employed in 1973. One year later, she was succeeded by Sister Marian Mills, who served until 1980. Under these 
leaders, the program expanded rapidly, and Newman House was opened to provide quarters for it – an office for 
the staff, a library, a meeting place for committees and other facilities. Lay volunteers were named as principals 
for various grades. The parish school and CCD programs were integrated. Adult education became Adult 
Enrichment and this program was enlarged. 
 
When participation of the entire congregation in the liturgy was emphasized following Vatican II, one temporary 
side effect was a decline in the emphasis given to the choir. Father Frawley then engaged John Holden to serve 
as director, and the choir was reorganized to include both men and women. A charter was drawn up for the St. 
Valentine’s Mixed Choir on April 18, 1967. In 1975, a group of some 15 women formed a smaller choir to sing for 
funerals. 
 
Provisions were made in the new church for the installation of a pipe organ. However, there were not enough 
funds available at the time, so Mrs. Emily Stanwyck donated a two-manual Baldwin electronic organ. The church 
is currently planning to secure a 17-rank Moller pipe organ. In June 1970, after 25 years of faithful service as 
church organist and school music teacher, Mrs. Didion retired. In a reversal of history, she was succeeded by her 
predecessor –now Marie Schoepflin Schaad. Bob Rossi became choir director in September 1974. 
 
One consequence of the Vatican II emphasis on the role of the laity was a provision for parish councils to advise 
and assist the clergy on various aspects of parish life. St. Valentine’s was among the parishes establishing a 
council, and it continues to function, with Henry Capozzi as the current president. It works through five 
commissions dealing with temporalities, communications, education, worship and apostolate. Another form of 
lay service that has been introduced is the use of lectors – parishioners who read Scripture lessons during the 
liturgy. Other lay members serve as song leaders. Boys in grades 6 through 12 are eligible to serve as Mass 
servers, also known as altar boys. 
 
The first special ministers of the Eucharist were Joseph Mullen and Albert Garfold who were granted permission 
to distribute Holy Communion by Apostolic Indult August 23, 1970. The special ministers of the Eucharist now 
number about fifty. At Mass they distribute the Body of Christ or the Precious Blood so as to make the Holy 
Eucharist more readily available for the people during the liturgical celebration. Father Frawley retired in 
September 1977 and became chaplain of the James P. Wall Home. At the time he left, the debt on the new 
church and other construction was almost paid, and the mortgage was burned on November 30, 1977. 
During Father Frawley’s sixteen years here at the parish (1961-77), he accomplished the building of a new 
convent, rectory and air-conditioned church and was the moving force in raising funds to pay off all debts. The 
mortgage was burned just a month after he left. 
  



 

Father Kernan Assumes Pastorate 
  
To succeed Father Frawley, Bishop Leonard in October 1977, appointed Father Hugh Michael Kernan, who had 
been named for Bishop Hugh Boyle and for Father Michael Boyle, Father Kernan’s pastor. Though born 
seventeen years later –in 1928 – than Father Janok, Father Kernan has the same birthday – February 11. After 
attending St. Scholastica School in Aspinwall and North Catholic High School, he enrolled in Duquesne University. 
He registered first in the Duquesne School of Business Administration, but later changed to study philosophy 
and then attended St. Vincent’s Seminary. He was ordained on May 28, 1954, by Bishop Dearden. 
For his first assignment, Father Kernan was sent to St. Coleman’s Church in Turtle Creek, and he served there 
until 1960. He then served at St. James’s Church in West End until 1965 and St. Maurice’s from 1965 to 1968. He 
served as pastor of a new parish formed from the Union of Sacred Heart Parish and St. Peter’s Parish in 
Tarentum. 
 
Father Kernan also served as a dean for three years, and for five years as a judge on the Tribunal. He has also 
been deanery director of the Holy Name Society, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Youth Ministry and Scouting. As a 
dean, he was consulter to the Bishop. Under Father Kernan’s leadership, St. Valentine’s has continued to 
advance in ministry to its members and witness to the community. St. Valentine’s School is not as large today as 
at times in the past, but still enrolls some 400 students in its kindergarten and eight grades. After a period of 
decline, it has now stabilized, and the parish and its families reaffirm their commitment to maintaining a 
program of Catholic education. 
 
The Sisters of St. Francis continue to teach in the school, though over the past decade or so it has been 
necessary to supplement their staff with lay teachers. Today, about half the staff are Sisters and about half are 
lay teachers.  Sister Penny Nikolich became Director of Religious Education in 1980, and directs an extensive 
program to serve all members of the parish. St. Valentine’s Parish includes a large and diverse group of 
organizations that serve the spiritual, cultural and social needs of its members and other community residents. 
 
“The Vine in the Branches Prayer Group” has been in existence at St. Valentine’s Church for several years. 
Members gather at the church on Wednesday evenings for prayer under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
Occasionally, there are also celebrations of the Eucharist and guest speakers. Another activity of St. Valentine’s 
Church is the parish branch of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, a charitable organization founded in France in 
1883. This group meets at the church on Tuesday evenings, and arranges to distribute funds received through 
the church “poor boxes.” A folk group, the New Light Singers, leads the congregation in singing at the 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass. This group, which includes members from ninth grade through college level, also sings at 
weddings and other social events. 
 
Family Rights is a group of concerned families seeking to strengthen the family through such programs as the 
Family Night Movement. It is also concerned about the influence of schools, media and other social forces on 
Christian family ideals. 
 
The Altar Society seeks to provide spiritual benefits for its members and raise funds for altar linens, vestments 
and other furnishings needed in celebrations of the sacraments. It has no meetings and no officers. A Mass for 
members is said the First Friday of each month, and both living and deceased persons may be enrolled. 
Individual enrollment is one dollar annually, and family enrollment is four dollars. 
 
An effort to meet social and recreational as well as spiritual needs is made by several parish groups. The 
Women’s Club (Confraternity of Christian Mothers) meets on the third Thursday evening of each month for 
Mass, a business meeting and a program. The Men’s Club meets on the last Sunday evening of each month, 
except the summer months, and sponsors a January fish fry, a summer picnic and golf and bowling leagues. The 
Senior Citizens group, open to anyone over 55 years of age, meets on the first Thursday afternoon of each 
month, and also holds a number of special programs. The Youth Fellowship, open to high schoolers, meets in the 
school gym on the first and third Sunday evenings of each month for religious, social and cultural fellowship. 



The Athletic Association sponsors such activities as the Little League Baseball program, grade school basketball 
teams, a high school boys’ basketball team and girls’ cheerleading. St. Valentine’s Church also offers an active 
scouting program. 
 
An important service to the church throughout its 50-year history has been provided by the ushers. In the early 
years they included Alex Stemnock, Mickie Carroll, William Renton, Harry Kelly, Ed Krasinski, Bill Alcorn, Bill Fidel, 
Ed Fidel, John Morovich, Ed Morovich, Martin Geary, Ed Plocki and Dr. Joseph Dugan. And through the years 
many other faithful ushers have made their important contribution to the worship of St. Valentine’s Church. 
They not only assist with seating worshippers but also take up the collection and help direct people going 
forward to receive Communion. 
 
Still another important group of faithful workers are those who assist with the parish Bingo that is held every 
Tuesday evening. 
 
Since 1977, Father Kernan has had as an associate, Father John H. Mulhern, a native of Philadelphia who was a 
member of the Christian Brothers from 1931 to 1976. He was principal of Central Catholic High School from 
1956 to 1961 and an archivist in Rome from 1967 to 1976. After his ordination in May 1977, he was assigned to 
St. Valentine’s Church. 
 
In 1980, Father Steven M. Palsa joined Father Kernan and Father Mulhern as an associate. A native of Pittsburgh, 
Father Palsa attended grade school in St. Michael’s Parish, Munhall; the Bishop’s Latin School, St. Paul Seminary, 
Duquesne University (where he majored in classical languages), and Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, where he received a Master of Arts in theology. He spent a deacon year in California, Pennsylvania, 
serving at St. Thomas Aquinas Church and at the State College. After ordination on September 29, 1979, he 
served briefly at the Sacred Heart/St. Peter Church in Tarentum where Father Kernan had been pastor. 
 
Deacons who have served at St. Valentine’s include Father Steven C. Teklinski (1978-79) and Father Michael 
Suslowicz (1979-80). St. Valentine’s Parish today is no longer in a period of rapid numerical growth. But as its 
first half century has been a period of laying solid foundations and building a beautiful and functional physical 
plant, so the coming half century presents challenges that will doubtless require equal dedication –the 
challenges of deepening the spiritual lives of parishioners and strengthening the ministry of the parish to the 
world. 
 
In Bishop Wright’s message to the church after dedication of the new building, he wrote: “With the completion 
of the church, the parish now has a worthy center in which to grow in knowledge and love of the provident God 
Who has inspired them to build for the honor of His name and Saint Valentine, as well as the service of souls.” 
 

St. Valentine – 1981 through 2006 
  
Collecting “historical data” for the third twenty-five years of St. Valentine Church and parish has been a difficult 
task. As the parish has moved beyond the activities of a young parish, such as building a church and school and 
establishing all the facets of church life that create a parish, it has become easy to view all the activities, 
programs, and projects that makes St. Valentine Church “the heart of Bethel Park” as nothing more than 
“business as usual.” Countless employees, volunteers and even the priests who have served the parish see, not 
history in the making, but the continuing life of a vibrant parish. Many realities have impacted our parish in 
subtle and not-so-subtle ways. The face of ministry has changed over these years, for various reasons. The 
numbers of priests and religious in active ministry have declined over the years. Technology plays a role that 
could not have been imagined during the first fifty years of St. Valentine’s existence. The impact of culture on 
our society and, therefore, our parish, is undeniable. 
 
Since the parish 50th anniversary, ministry has changed greatly in the Church and in our parish. At that time, 
most ministry was done by priests, nuns, and the occasional layperson acting as a program manager or 
coordinator of religious education in our parishes. In the intervening twenty-five years, lay ministers have 



expanded greatly and have become more professional with the development of the institute for ministries in the 
diocese and masters programs for religious education and pastoral ministry at Duquesne University. Here at St. 
Valentine’s, this has resulted in three full-time lay ministry positions at this time: director of religious education, 
parish social minister, and director of youth ministry. As time goes on, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 
anticipate continued adjustments in professional and volunteer lay ministry as well as the introduction of one or 
more deacons to our parish staff 
 
In October 1982, the Baldwin electric organ was finally replaced with a 17 rank Moller pipe organ. It was 
dedicated and blessed on October 18, 1982, by Bishop John McDowell. On August 15, 1983, Bill Ryan became 
the organist and choir director. 
 

Father Pribonic Arrives 
 
Father Pribonic recalls the first words spoken to him by the office staff when he arrived: “We have no money 
and the church roof is leaking.” He also recalls introducing the Parish Share Program in 1987 with the statement: 
“If we do not meet our goal, the Lord may call me home!” His sense of humor notwithstanding, he also recalled 
with fondness the ringing of bells for Mass. Serving the parish with Father Pribonic were the following parochial 
vicars: Fathers John H. Mulhern (July 5, 1977 – June 13, 1988), Barley S. Sorenson (February 1, 1985 – June 11, 
1990, John L. McKenna (June 13, 1988 – January 17, 1991), Raymond A. Gualtieri (June 18, 1990 – July 18, 1994), 
Mark A. Eckman (January 17, 1991 – August 31, 1992), David D. Dewitt (August 31, 1992 – June 16, 1997), and F. 
Raymond Trance (July 18, 1994 – April 20, 1998). 
 
During his pastorate, Father Pribonic instituted Epiphany dinners, hired the first business manager, and started 
the Bethany Group. Mildred Pfeifer acted as coordinator, and women and men of the parish began visiting and 
sending cards to the elderly. They delivered flowers at Easter and homemade cookies for St. Valentine Day. One 
member designed a card with a drawing of St. Valentine Church. This card continues to be sent by Bethany to 
families who had a member buried from the parish. At the same time, the Bethany Group also began reaching 
out to the residents of the newly opened Woodcliffe Personal Care Home (now Woodcliffe Manor Assisted 
Living Facility). Eucharistic ministers began taking communion to the Catholic residents every Sunday and the 
parochial vicar would celebrate Mass once a month. This continues today. Over the years, groups of children 
from the school and religious education program have visited, made cards, helped with activities, and 
performed programs for the residents. 
 
On Wednesday evening, February 14, 1990, survivors of the 1942 fire that destroyed the original church were 
honored at the church. The Most Reverend Donald W. Wuerl, Bishop of Pittsburgh, presided over this service 
that also launched a parish renewal. An unfortunate event that marked these years was the Sisters of St. Francis 
leaving St. Valentine’s. The Sisters in the convent, due to advancing age and declining health, moved back to 
their motherhouse. The convent did, however, serve as temporary home to many of the Sisters during extensive 
renovations at their motherhouse. 
 
The assignment of Father Mark Eckman as parochial vicar to St. Valentine Church was a cause of rejoicing for the 
parish. Father Mark, a “parish son,” had attended St. Valentine School and was eagerly welcomed back. Father 
Ray Gualtieri, who served during Father Pribonic’s pastorate, was assigned as spiritual director for the St. 
Valentine’s Senior Citizens Club and for the St. Vincent de Paul Society during his years at St. Valentine Church. 
Father David D. DeWitt, parochial vicar from August 1992 to June 1997, served with both Father Pribonic and, 
after Father Pribonic was reassigned, with Father John A. Harvey, the sixth pastor of St. Valentine Church. 
 

Father Harvey Assumes Pastorate 
  
Father John A. Harvey, appointed pastor in July 1995, became the sixth pastor at St. Valentine Church. By 1998, 
it was clear to him that the number of elderly in the parish was increasing. He hired Mimi Darragh as the parish 
social minister to evaluate the current needs of the elderly. 
 



At the same time, there was interest in starting a parish nurse/health ministry program. The Bethany Group 
expanded to become the Bethany Health Ministry. The Bethany Health Ministry is made up of volunteers from 
the parish that reach out to our elderly parishioners, the homebound, nursing home parishioners, and 
parishioners in St. Clair Hospital. One major project of the Bethany Health Ministry is the Vial of Life program. 
This project, which began in the parish and now reaches all of Bethel Park, provides a free kit to families to list 
medical information for each family member. This information is then kept in the same place in every home so 
that emergency medical personnel or family members can find it in an emergency. Vial of Life kits are available 
in the Newman House Library. 
 
St. Valentine has one of the oldest youth ministry programs in the diocese. The first youth group began in the 
early 1990’s, and was very successful in helping young people to understand and live their faith. During the mid 
1990’s the youth ministry became involved in CYM Sports, a ministry offered by the Diocese of Pittsburgh that 
allowed teens to learn to live their faith on the playing field. The first summer softball team competed against 
other parish teams in the league. 
The convent, empty except for the preschool, became the new Newman House. The old house at 2721 Mesta 
Street, which was beyond renovation was torn down. 
 
Beginning in September 1990, the St. Valentine Preschool was established to serve the needs of parishioners, as 
well as surrounding community neighbors. Renovations on the ground floor of St. Valentine Convent began in 
the spring of 1990 to house the program. The two-room program opened its doors September 1990 to 50 
children. Mrs. Judy Mills, preschool teacher, assumed instruction of two three-year-old classes and two four-
year-old classes. With the departure of the Sisters of St. Francis from the convent, the program quickly spread to 
the entire ground floor of the building. An outdoor fenced-in play yard was later constructed as a Boy Scout 
Eagle Project and added to the physical structure. 
 
In September 2005, the program further expanded to include a “Tiny Hearts for Two.” The class for two-year-
olds and their parent/caregiver takes place on Thursday mornings. A number of priests served St. Valentine 
Church as parochial vicars during Father Harvey’s pastorate. These include: Father F. Raymond Trance (July 18, 
1994 – April 20, 1998), Father Kevin Dominik (June 16, 1997 – August 17, 1998), Father Richard R. Ragni (June 8, 
1998 – April 26, 1999), Father Robert P. Connolly (Pro-Tem; August 17, 1998 – November 27, 1998), and Father 
Robert M. Miller (January 18, 1999 – September 17, 2001). 
 

Father Frances Becomes Our Seventh Shepherd 
 
Father Harvey was reassigned in October 1999 and our seventh pastor at St. Valentine Church, Father J. Francis 
Frazer, was appointed on November 12, 1999. In November, 2005, he was reappointed for a second term. 
 
Along with Father Francis, there have been three priests who have served St. Valentine Parish since his 
appointment. These are: Father Robert M. Miller (January 18, 1999 – September 17, 2001), Father Thomas A. 
Sparacino (October 1, 2001 – June 14, 2004), and Father Jeremiah T. O’Shea, Senior Priest (June 28, 2004 – July 
2012). 
 

Symbolism In Saint Valentine Church 

 
Though it may seem at times that symbolism is used to the detriment of clarity, symbolism is the life blood of 
the artist’s effort to depict a Christian truth. The artist using a media, be it painting. Sculpture, or glass work, 
must portray in a visual manner something that cannot easily be defined. 
 
The clerestory window at the front of the church is a good example of this dilemma confronting the artist. The 
window is made of thick, colored faceted glass interlaced with supporting trusses. Its theme is Pentecost. It 
might have been simpler to have shown the Twelve Apostles with the tongues of fire on their heads, but this 
does not show what Pentecost should mean to the parishioner living in Bethel Park. 
 



How did the artist putting this glass together convey his thoughts on the Pentecostal event? The only method 
open to him was through symbolism. The parishioner looking closely will see figures representing people 
confined in an ichthus or fish, symbolic of Christianity, and a crown, a fire, doves and a cross. As the artist saw it, 
the Holy Spirit working in our midst helps us to attain a better spiritual life. The seven doves are representatives 
of His gifts to man and they point out the gifts of the Holy Spirit that are given in the sacraments. The fire 
signifies the fire of His love which envelopes those who respond to the Holy Spirit’s graces and become 
completely inflamed with zeal for the Kingdom of God. The crown which is at the top signifies the glory of God 
which is to be shared by the people of God. 
 
As the sunlight strikes the clerestory window, the cross glows with the holocaust of redemption. The cross, an 
instrument of death, will bring to us eternal life – those who follow the way of the cross find death to sin and the 
path to life everlasting. The cross glowing in the holocaust of redemption is like metal purified in fire with a 
radiance like those who accept the graces of the Holy Spirit and become fortified enough to follow Him. Those 
who persevere to the end find that it is really the beginning of a new life. 
 
The Holy Spirit is made known by the action of men, while the actions of men are made fruitful by His internal 
workings. To the artist then, the symbolism he put into the window means that the movement of the graces of 
the Holy Spirit in men through the new covenant of Christ and through the birth of the Church at Pentecost 
helps the people of God to attain the Kingdom of God. 
 
Stained glass windows such as the sixteen in the nave of Saint Valentine Church are ready subjects for 
expression of Christian symbolism through an enduring art that dates back to the ancient Greeks. A parishioner 
standing in front of the baptistery has eight beautiful stained glass windows on his right and eight on his left. The 
symbolism behind the image on each window follows a central theme of Christ giving himself to all mankind. 
 
The windows on the right, from the rear toward the altar, have several images and meanings. The staff signifies 
that Christ is our shepherd who feeds His flock. A boat shows that Christ is with us on our journey toward the 
shores of eternity where His Father dwells. An olive branch symbolizes the peace with which Christ fills us, a 
peace no man can take from us. The harp symbolizes the song of joy that sings in our hearts over the 
resurrection of Christ. The grapes mean that Christ is our vine and we are the branches who are to bring forth 
the good fruit. A Eucharistic cup signifies that Christ is the food of our life at the spiritual banquets held within 
these walls. Calvary shows us the love of Christ who gave His life so that we may have life everlasting with Him 
and His Father. A shield symbolizes that Christ is our shield of faith and that we must carry this shield as a 
protection against the enemies of faith. 
 
The windows on the left, starting from the rear, follow the same theme. The censer symbolizes Christ as our 
prayer, burning within us constantly and lifting us toward the perfection of God. The sword signifies that Christ is 
the sword of truth in the battle for everlasting life, and it also signifies that He has brought us a sword in the 
form of Christianity, an increasingly difficult religion to live as it should be. The wisdom lamp shows that He 
fulfills our growth before God and man. The crown means that Christ is our king and source of glory in the 
Kingdom of His Father. The fountain signifies that Christ fulfills our thirst for the graces which are the life-giving 
waters for our souls. The wheat symbolizes that He is our life which is stored in His barn, and that He is the 
bread of Heaven. The candle recalls to us that Christ is the light to be seen by all and followed into eternal 
happiness, and the anchor means that He is our hope, a safe harbor in the troubled seas of life. 
 
 


