
SATURDAY: 8:00 AM AND 4:30 PM   ADORATION:             Thursdays   12:00-8:00 PM 
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM  (Upper parking lot)  Livestream RECONCILIATION: Saturdays      3:00-4:00 PM  
  11:00 AM (Church) Livestream    *Appointments are also available-please call the office. 
 
DAIILY ROSARY:  Monday - Saturday   7:30 AM  Pre-Online registration required for  
DAILY MASS:  8:00 AM  (Church)                                 4:30 PM, 8:30 AM and 11 AM  weekend masses   
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: 8:30 AM  

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE   

 

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
Martinez, California 



 
PARISH OFFICE  (925) 228-2230 

FAX: (925) 228  - 1318 
 

Fr. Anthony Huong Le,  
Parochial Administrator  -  Ext 6 

franthonyl@stcmtz.org 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

CHURCH LOCATION:  
606 Mellus Street, Martinez, CA  

 

PARISH OFFICE/CENTER & MAILING ADDRESS: 
1125 Ferry Street 
Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
                    
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stcmtz.org 
OFFICE HOURS: 
M-TH 8:30 -  1:00 PM 
          2:00 -  5:00 PM 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - 

Sylvia Lloren    Ext. 2       
Office Administrator/Sacramental Coordinator/Bulletin   
sylvial@stcmtz.org   
 
Troy Killorn    Ext. 3      
Director of Music Ministry / Maintenance Manager 
troyk@stcmtz.org 
 
Karen Glen     Ext.  4     
Bookkeeper / Safe Environment Coordinator / RCIA 
kareng@stcmtz.org 
   
Andrea Watkins   Ext. 5     
Director Religious Education  (K-8)   
Family Sunday Faith Formation Ministry 
andreaw@stcmtz.org       

 
Deacon Albert Dizon      Ext. 7    
dcnalbertd@stcmtz.org 
 
Deacon David Holland    Ext. 7    
dcndaveh@stcmtz.org 
 
Paul & Jennifer Holland   Ext. 8  
Co-coordinators,  Confirmation Ministry 
paulh@stcmtz.org & jennyh@stcmtz.org      
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

ST. CATHERINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Jessica Griswold, Principal   
jgriswold@csdo.org  
SCHOOL K-8: 604 Mellus Street,  
  Martinez, CA 94553 
TELEPHONE:  925-228-4140  
FAX:   925-228-0697 
OFFICE HOURS: 9AM – 2 PM   
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  
http://school.stcatherinemartinez.com 

ST. CATHERINE PRE-SCHOOL  
Mea Auld, Pre-School Director      mauld@csdo.org 
            scpreschool@comcast.net 

 
PARISH & SCHOOL STAFF 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  
FOR THE WEEK  

St. Catherine Parish  
offers deepest sympathy  
and prayers for the family;  

and, the repose of the soul of all   
who entered into eternal life. 

 
Victims of  the Coronavirus  

Daniel David Nebout 
William August Mayer 

Jim  Loyd 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Before serving or continuing in your 
ministry or organization, please complete the Diocesan required Safe 
Environment for Children Project Training @ www.virtusonline.org  

SAT 7/11 8:00   
  4:30  Giovanni Costa† 
SUN 7/12 8:30  Mitch & Ann Costanza†             
            11:00  Italian Catholic Federation†  
  1:00  Daniel Villanueva†  
MON 7/13      8:00  Eva Buscaglia† 
TUE 7/14 8:00  Kirk & Brydie Kuykendall† 
WED 7/15      8:00  Int. St. Catherine School Families 
THU 7/16 8:00  Special Intention      
FRI 7/17 8:00  † 
SAT 7/18 8:00   
  4:30  Mario Balestrieri† 
SUN 7/19 8:30  Olga Maria Araujo†                              
            11:00  Mario Rose†  
  1:00  Nabeel Yako†  

“Let’s stay connected” via one of our many 
social media platforms:  

 
     Parish Website: www. stcmtz.org 
     Bulletin: stcathmtz@yahoo.com 

 
Facebook:  
https://OfficialStCatherineof SienaChurch 
 
Myparishapp:  
Please download: 
 myparishapp to your phones.  

Step 1. Text App to number 88202.  
Step 2. Download the app via the link. 
Step 3. Search for St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Martinez.  

 
 
LIVE TODAY 
 Live today the way 
you will wish you had 
lived when you stand in 
judgment before God. 
—Anonymous 



 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish follows Jesus by  

welcoming all, sharing our gifts, and giving glory to God. 
 

 
Weekly bulletins are now available outside of the church for your reading pleasure. 

 Look for the clear boxes hanging by the choir side and between the school and front door of the church. 



 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Gathering Hymn:  
Glory and Praise to Our God                   
Dan Schutte 
 
Refrain 
Glory and praise to our God, who alone gives light to 
our days.  Many are the blessings he bears to those 
who trust in his ways.  
 
1. We, the daughters and sons of him who built the 
valleys and plains, praise the wonders our God has 
done in ev'ry heart that sings. 
 
2. In his wisdom he strengthens us, like gold that's 
tested in fire. Though the power of sin prevails, our 
God is there to save. 
 
Text: Based on Psalms 65, 66. Text and music © 1976, OCP. 
All rights reserved. 
 
Penitential Act: 
 
Gloria:  Glory to God in the highest… 
 
First Reading:  IS 55:10-11 
Thus says the LORD:  Just as from the heavens the 
rain and snow come down and do not return there till 
they have watered the earth, making it fertile and 
fruitful, giving seed to  he one who sows and bread 
to the one who  eats, so shall my word be that goes 
forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me 
void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for 
which I sent it.  
 
Responsorial Psalm   PS 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 
 
R. (Lk 8:8) The seed that falls on good ground will 
yield a fruitful harvest.  
 
You have visited the land and watered it; greatly 
have you enriched it. God’s watercourses are filled; 
you have prepared the  grain. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest. 
 
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its fur-
rows, breaking up its clods, Softening it with show-
ers, blessing its yield. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest.   

You have crowned the year with your bounty, and 
your paths overflow with a rich harvest; The untilled 
meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing clothes the 
hills. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest.  
 
The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys 
blanketed with grain. They shout and sing for joy.  
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest. 
 
Second Reading: ROM 8:18-23 
Brothers and sisters:   I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are as nothing compared with the 
glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with 
eager expectation the revelation of the children of 
God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of 
its own accord but because of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from 
slavery to corruption and share in the glorious free-
dom of the children of God. We know that all crea-
tion is groaning in labor  pains even until now; and 
not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
Alleluia: 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.   
 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 
All who come to him will have life forever. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Gospel  MT 13:1-23 OR 13:1-9 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat 
down by the sea.  Such large crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat down,  and the 
whole crowd stood along the shore.  And he spoke to 
them at length in parables, saying: “A sower went 
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the 
path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on  
rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at 
once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun 
rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of 
roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up  and choked it.  But some seed fell on rich 
soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirty-
fold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.”   



The disciples approached him and said,  “Why do 
you speak to them in parables?”  He said to them in 
reply, “Because knowledge of the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven  as been granted to you, but to 
them it has not been granted. To anyone who has, 
more will be given and he will grow rich; from any-
one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away.  This is why I speak to them in parables, be-
cause they look but do not see and hear but do not 
listen or understand.   
 
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: 
You shall indeed hear but not understand, you shall 
indeed look but never see. Gross is the heart of this 
people, they will hardly hear with their ears, they 
have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears and understand with their 
hearts and be converted, and I heal them.   
 “But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and 
your ears, because they hear.  Amen, I say to you, 
many prophets and righteous  people longed to see 
what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it.  “Hear then the parable of the 
sower.  The seed sown on the path is the one who 
hears the word of the kingdom without understand-
ing it, and the evil one comes and steals away  what 
was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky 
ground  is the one who hears the word and receives it 
at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for 
a time. When some tribulation or persecution comes 
because of the word, he immediately falls away.  The 
seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the 
word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches 
choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed 
sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a 
hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” 
 
Presentation of the Gifts:   
Your Words Are Spirit and Life      
Bernadette Farrell  
 
Refrain: Your words are spirit and life, O Lord: 
richer than gold, stronger than death.  Your words 
are spirit and life, O Lord; life everlasting. 
 
• God's law is perfect, refreshing the soul, reviving 

the weary spirit.  God's rule can be trusted: bring-
ing us wisdom, bringing God's wisdom to birth.   

 
• God's precepts keep us; their purpose is right. 

They gladden the hearts of people. God's com-
mand is so clear it brings us new vision; bringing 
God's light to our eyes.  

• Living by God's truth is holy and sure; God's 
presence is everlasting. God's truth is eternal, 
bringing us justice; bringing God's justice to 
earth.   

• God's word is precious, desired more than gold; 
worth more than we dare imagine and, sweeter 
than honey, this word will feed us, bringing ful-
fillment and joy.  

Text: Based on Psalm 19:8–11. Text and music © 1993, Bernadette Farrell.  
Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
 
Communion:   Unless a Grain of Wheat                  
Bernadette Farrell  

Refrain: 
Unless a grain of wheat shall fall upon the ground 
and die, it remains but a single  grain with no life.    
1. If we have died with him, then we shall live with 
him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.  
2. If anyone serves me, then they must follow me; 
wherever I am, my servants will be.  
3. Make your home in me as I make mine in you; 
those who remain in me bear much fruit.   
4. If you remain in me and my word lives in you, 
then you will be my disciples.  
5. Those who love me are loved by my Father; we 
shall be with them and dwell in them.  
6. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; 
peace which the world cannot give is my gift.  
Text: Based on John 12:24–26; 14:23, 27; 15:4–5, 7–8; 2 Timothy 2:11–12. 
Text  and music © 1983, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights 
reserved. 

 
Sending Forth: 
How Can I Keep from Singing 
 
1. My life flows on in endless song  Above earth's 

lamentation. I hear the real though far-off hymn  
That hails a new creation.   

 
Refrain : No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
While to that rock I'm  clinging.  Since Love is Lord 
of heaven and earth,  How can I keep from singing?  
                                                      
2. Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that 
       music ringing; it sounds and echoes in my soul;   
       How can I keep from singing?  
 
 
 



We appreciate and respectfully request that all adhere to a few basic requirements when entering the church: 
 
• Please keep a distancing of 6’ at all times inside and outside of the church. Masks must be worn at all times.  
• Please ENTER through the Main Entrance of the front doors. 
• Please wait and have your temperature checked at the entrance 
• Sanitize your hands prior to entering the church. 
• Please wait to be escorted by an usher to be guided to your seat.   
• Please wait for dismissal at the end of Mass. 
• EXIT out of the side doors only.   
 

NEW LITURGY SCHEDULE  
Effective July 1, 2020  

(100 max seating capacity available) 
Pre-Reservation required on the parish website www.stcmtz.org  

 
Monday through Saturday   (Masks must be worn)   
 
DAILY ROSARY:    7:30 - 8:00 AM  
DAILY MASS:     8:00 - 8:30 AM  
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET:   8:30 - 9:00 AM 
 
ADORATION: (Thursdays)          12:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 
CONFESSION: (Saturdays)        3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
   
HOLY VIGIL MASS: (Saturday in Church)   4:30 PM  
(100 person capacity allowed)  

 PARISH OFFICE SERVICES 
 
Infant Baptisms, weddings, funerals and memorials are now being scheduled.  Please call the office for more    
detailed information and scheduling date availability.  
 
Online registration begins July 1st for all Sacramental Programs 2020-2021. Faith Formation, Confirmation, 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)  Please go to the parish website www.stcmtz.org to sign up.   
 
The Parish office will be open and resume normal physical working hours. If you wish to come to the office, please 
call in advance for an appointment. Should you feel more comfortable calling in for your request, you are still more 
than  welcome to do so. If you would like the most current information provided to you, please provide the office 
with your email address.  

 PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the construction occurring with the school, the lower parking lot will not be available for 
anyone until September 1st.  Please arrive early so that you can park in the upper yard or locate parking surround-
ing the church. 

As always please contact the parish office at (925) 228-2230 for any concerns or additional questions.   

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                                                                                        
Fr. Anthony Le and the St. Catherine Parish Staff 

 
To our wonderful St. Catherine families. The reopening of St. Catherine of Siena 
has  begun.  We are all so excited and looking forward to physically seeing you and 
continuing to worship with you all in the coming weeks.  

St. Catherine of Siena Parish  
OFFICIAL NOTICE FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 

Holy Masses Livestreamed  
 

HOLY MASS  - 8:30 AM  (Upper Parking Lot)  
There are 72  seats set outside (1 seat per person ).  
There will also be 14 Car tickets available for reservation 
for this outside Mass.  
 
HOLY MASS - 11:00 AM (Bilingual)  
Drive-up communion following the mass. 
 

 



PARISH OFFICE AND CENTER PROTOCOLS 
The following are guidelines for anyone entering the Parish Office or Center.  All 
visitors are to be fully aware and comply with office safety protocols when they call 
to make an appointment to visit.  
 

Before Coming to the Parish Office: 
• Anyone coming to the Parish office should already have administered a self-assessment of their health.  If 

one should have any symptoms listed below, they must stay home. One can call the office for an appoint-
ment via phone, email or if needed through Zoom: 

• Do you have a fever of more than 99 degrees?  
• Do you have a sore throat?  
• Are you coughing or sneezing?  
• Are you experiencing body aches?  
• Are you experiencing shortness of breath?  
• Have you been caring for or been in contact with someone who has been diagnosed with or is showing 

symptoms of COVID-19? 
 
• **If you replied NO to all of these symptoms, you may call the office to make an appointment.   
 
While in the Parish Center and office:  
• Please sign in. 
• Masks must be worn at all times.  
• Only two visitors will be allowed in the parish office at a time. 
• Visitors without an appointment will be asked to remain outside where the signage indicators are labeled 

for proper social distancing.   
• Do not shake hands or engage in any unnecessary physical contact.  
• Hand sanitizers will be available at the front desk and throughout each common area.  
• Anyone entering the parish office must sign-in and have their temperature checked with a touchless ther-

mometer. 
• Once the appointment has concluded, individuals will exit through the library doors to avoid contact with 

any person waiting to enter the parish office/center. 
• Any potential money transactions should be prepared in advance.  No credit/debit card transactions are 

available in the office. Cash transactions must be exact. No change is available.  

 

Holy Sacraments and Parish Communication: 
• All Programs will be conducted through on-line registration 
• Baptism classes will be provided via the ZOOM social media platform or by telephone if necessary. 
• All Baptisms will be celebrated on Sunday at 2:30 PM, one family per each Sunday.  The Baptism sched-

ule is posted on the website. All reserved dates are on a first-come-first-serve request. All paperwork must 
be received in the office within two weeks of the initial request date.  

• Parish Registrations will be available on-line. 
• Official Parish Communications will be provided through the following social platforms: Weekend Parish 

Bulletin, Email, Facebook, My Parish App, and the Parish Website www.stcmtz.org 
• All Official Notifications will be provided by the Parish Office.  

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish 
1125 Ferry Street 

Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
(925) 228-2230 



 

STEWARDSHIP 
To create a culture  
in the parish rooted  

in gratitude and  
generosity. 

 
WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

      
June 28, 2020 

                   ON-LINE 
Weekly Offering:   $ 3,443.00  $1978.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $  1,000.00 $     65.00 
Parish Maintenance:   $     40.00 
School Support:   $   100.00 
Peters Pence/ 
Communications: $    251.00 
Catholic Charities:   $     95.00 

 

Repurposed Donations:   
 
# Households/Individuals: 12 
 
Amount          $32,349.01 

Reclaimed Donations: 
 
# Households/Individuals 1 
 
Amount:   $1,439.00 

Organization and Ministries: 
• All organizations and ministries are requested to ensure that their members are registered with the parish 

and provide the appropriate volunteer forms to the office.  
• A member roster (name, email address, phone) is to be provided by each parish ministry and organization 

to the parish office by August 1st.  
• Meetings of 6-8 persons Maximum will be allowed effective August 1st or according to county and state 

requirements.   
• We encourage our organizations and ministries to continue utilizing social media platforms for their 

monthly meetings. 
•  
• NO food is to be allowed at any meeting.  
• Everyone attending a meeting are required to have their temperature checked and will be required to sani-

tize or wash their hands before proceeding to the meeting area or room. 
• Cleaning and sanitizing supplies will be provided inside the meeting room. 
• Organizations and ministries will be responsible for the cleaning and disinfecting of all utilized space. A 

checklist will be provided to be filled out for each meeting 
• All are encouraged to bring their own personal pens and supplies. Use of Parish Equipment is limited to 

staff. 
• Organizations and Ministries are required to identify one individual who will be responsible for the follow-

ing:  
∗ Completing the Meeting Scheduler Form 
∗ Ensure social distancing protocols are followed 
∗ Take temperatures of those attending the meeting 
∗ Monitor handwashing of participants 
∗ Facilitate the sanitizing and disinfecting of the facility at the conclusion of the meeting. 
∗ Provide a roster list and the sign-in sheet of the meeting participants to the Parish office.  

Activity Center/Gymnasium: PACE I, II, FTP 

 
WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

      
July 5, 2020 

                   ON-LINE 
Weekly Offering:   $ 4,125.00  $3,200.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $   350.00 $   265.00 
Parish Maintenance:   $     35.00 
School Support:   $   140.00 
Divine Renovation: $  250.00 
Communications/Social Issues: $     68.00 

Thank you for your continued support,  
both spiritual and financial.   

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12, 2020 
 
 

You have crowned the year 
with your bounty, and your 
paths overflow with a rich 
harvest.  
— Psalm 65:12 



Faith Formation  & Sacraments 
IGNITE ~ DISCIPLESHIP ~ FAITH FORMATION ~ CONFIRMATION ~ RCIA 

 
FAITH FORMATION (Grades K-8) – Andrea Watkins (Director of Religious Education)  
(925) 228-2230 Ext 5 or email: andreaw@stcmtz.org 
 
Coming together after Shelter in Place, the completion of our Sacramental program for the   
prior year 2019 – 2020 has the following dates scheduled: 
• Monday,  Sept 21: Final Holy Communion Class for parents and children 
• Saturday, Sept 26: First Holy Communion Retreat 
• Monday,  Sept 28: First Reconciliation 
• Saturday, and Sunday, October 3 and 4: First Holy Communion Masses 
 
CONFIRMATION (Grades 9-12) - Jenny and Paul Holland (Youth Confirmation Leaders)  
(925) 228-2230 Ext 8 or email: jennyh@stcmtz.org  
 
Confirmation Gatherings: Beginning again on Sundays @ 12 noon in the Upper Yard.   
Watch for upcoming details.  
• Parent Gatherings will be coming soon. 
• Date of Confirmation to be scheduled with the Diocese of Oakland, TBD 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation - RCIA – Karen Glen (RCIA Leader)  
(925) 228-2230 Ext 4 or email: kareng@stcmtz.org  
 
• Catechumens, Candidates and Confirmandi are receiving their sacraments in private Holy 

Masses by the end of June 2020. 
• Continued education, known as the Mystagogy period will continue via Zoom meetings 

through July 2020. 
• New classes will begin August 26th. 
 

NEW FOR 2020-2021 FAITH FORMATION YEAR 
 

IGNITE – Cindy Buscaglia (Ignite Leader) cindyb@stcmtz.org 
Keep a look out for IGNITE, our Discipleship Team that includes all components of  

Formation (Faith Formation, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc.) 
Registration available online for all Faith Formation programs beginning July 1st. 
Look for upcoming information for Bible Study, Small Group Studies and many other 

 Adult Faith Formation opportunities. 



 
Dear Families In Christ, 
      In today’s Holy Gospel, (Matthew 13: 1-23) Je-
sus’ amazing popularity was conspicuous by the im-
mense crowd who gathered around Him when he 
came and sat down into a boat by the sea along the 
shore.  Jesus spoke at length about a simple parable 
that generates debates. The parable speaks of the mi-
raculous power of God present in His ministry.  He 
began by saying that an enthusiastic sower went out 
to sow seeds.  Some seed fell on the path and birds 
came and ate it up.  Seed had zero yield.  Some seed 
fell on rocky ground where it had little soil.  Seeds 
sprang up at once but because the soil was not deep 
enough, it died because of lack of roots.  Some seed 
fell among thorns and grew up and choked up. Some 
seed fell on rich soil and produced fruits, a hundred 
or sixty or thirty folds.  This colorful story in meta-
phor tantamount to complex line of scientific, botani-
cal and mathematical facts that reveal the power of 
God to overcome all obstacles. 
      In the coherent interpretations of the parables, 
Jesus amplified that seeds, sometimes we hear but 
we don’t understand.  We look but we don’t see.  At 
this juncture, Jesus tone becomes more intense and 
His frustration shown as He speaks of those who will 
not listen or understand.  Some listeners in our 
Church congregations are guilty of this frame of 
mind.  The parable continues by saying seed on the 
path, hears but don’t comprehend. Seed on rocky 
ground hears and receives it with joy but has no root 
and dies shortly.  Seed sown among thorns hears the 
word but bears no fruits.  The seed sown on rich soil 
hears the word, understand it, and bears fruits and 
yield a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. 
      The Gospel of Matthew causes debates and pro-
duces misunderstanding. Why?  Because it speaks of 
the miraculous power of God. It suggests that divine 
intervention will overcome opposition and ensure the 
dramatic growth of the Religious Kingdom.  The 
yield of hundredfold is attributable to God’s inter-
ventions.  During Jesus’s conversation with specta-
tors around Him that any parables of metaphorical 
postulate requires our effort to understand and apply 
in our life.   
  The Gospel strongly suggests that it is acces-
sible if we seek to understand the true meaning—and 
it presents that understanding it is a special gift from       

God bestowed upon the Disciples and withheld from 
the crowds.  As members of St. Catherine congrega-
tion, we are responsible to understand the parables.  
Some of us are unintentionally at fault if we look but 
do not see; hear but do not listen to what our Priest is 
clearly saying.  Matthew explains that Jesus speaks 
in cryptic parables because the seeds represent God’s 
words and the hearers are the soil into which the 
seeds fall into.  It is self-evident that we, the listen-
ers, are the soil and we help the seeds grow and yield 
many folds. 
         
      Jesus interpretation points to the seed represent-
ing believers and their various levels of appropriat-
ing the word of God.  Jesus and His audience—us, 
the Church congregation is a familiar picture.  Jesus 
wants us not to get lost.  He wants us to be the good 
soil—the ideal congregation. This tall, handsome 
looking Rabbi has an enormous power of persuasion.  
His magnetic eloquence is clearly convincing during 
the conversations with the crowd.  Similarly, Father 
Anthony Le wants us to be a great congrega-
tion—to be productive fertile soil.  We are so for-
tunate to have him around as our benevolent, pleas-
ant Theologian to sort out, untangle, interpret  the 
puzzling Jesus’ parables.  In our prayers, the divine 
intervention is moving us in that direction—to be 
good soil and we can yield abundance of good fruits.  
We have ears and eyes—we see and listen and if we 
understand Jesus’ parables, easy to comprehend and 
visualize. We will have the real joy of understanding 
the parables of God.  “The seeds that fall on good 
fertile ground will yield a fruitful harvest. “ (Luke 
8:8).  Amen.   
May God bless you all.                                                              
C.C. Salonga 



 

READINGS & REFLECTIONS 
Join in the Weekly Scripture Reflection with the Clergy  

Tuesdays  (via  ZOOM)   7:00 – 8:15 PM   
Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 or 7 to be  connected to the link. 

Sunday, Jul 12, 2020  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Tell me what you see 
Most stories aren’t very mysterious. Even so-called mysteries 
have predictable plots that we an cipate before they unfold. 
We know, for example, that the fellow wandering into the 
cemetery at dusk is going to meet a bad end, and the storytell-
er knows that we know. It’s all part of the fun. When reading 
Bible parables, the meaning is rarely mysterious. Seeds fall on 
different soil, reap different results. No surprise there. A para-
ble’s mystery isn’t in not knowing, but in not seeing. What kind 
of soil are we? What seed has been planted in us, awai ng its 
harvest? TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 55:10-11; Romans 8:18-23; 
Ma hew 13:1-23 (103). “The disciples approached him and said, ‘Why 
do you speak to them in parables?’ ” 
 

Monday, Jul 13, 2020 
Looking for prophets in our midst 
Many of us lately have learned what it’s like to be held back by 
illness, as the coronavirus brought about grinding halts to life 
as we knew it. Blessed Charlie Rodríguez San ago, a candidate 
to be the first Puerto Rican saint, was prevented from ge ng 
an educa on because of severe chronic illness. He died on this 
day in 1963 at the age of 44—and le  behind a legacy of litur-
gical renewal in the church. He advocated for use of vernacu-
lar languages and increased lay par cipa on—which came to 
be shortly a er his death with Va can II reforms. How can you 
too be a prophet for hope and change in our own disease-
challenged days? TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10-17; Ma hew 10:34-
11:1 (389). “Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward.” 
 

Tuesday, Jul 14, 2020  MEMORIAL OF KATERI TEKAKWITHA, VIRGIN 

Indigenous help to heal the world 
Kateri Tekakwitha—born Mohawk and Algonquin in 1656, 
canonized in 2012—is a fi ng intercessor for coronavirus, 
though she is actually patron saint of ecology. Losing her fami-
ly to the same smallpox epidemic that le  her disfigured and 
half blind, Kateri knew firsthand the suffering wrought by dis-
ease. Perhaps her empathy helps account for so many miracu-
lous healings a ributed to her to this day. But Kateri’s love of 
the earth may also inspire our con nued care of the environ-
ment, which has seen healing of its own during human quaran-

ne. Kateri, pray for us on all fronts! TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:1-
9; Ma hew 11:20-24 (390). “Will you be exalted to heaven?” 
 

Wednesday, Jul 15, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF BONAVENTURE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Love finds the common ground 
Saint Bonaventure (1221-74) was born Giovanni di Fidanza to a 
noble Italian family and joined the Franciscan order at the age 
of 22. By then, Francis had been dead for 17 years, and conflict 
had arisen among his followers as they tried to imitate the 
poverty Francis embraced. Bonaventure, who brought gi s of 
intellect and organiza on, emerged as a leader and teacher 
who helped the order resolve differences and renew its  

purpose. He encouraged a Franciscan detachment from 
wealth and prac ced it himself, but not at the expense of gen-
erous love. Bring a spirit of love to the conflicts you face to-
day. TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ma hew 11:25-27 
(391). “What you have hidden from the learned and clever, you have 
revealed to the merest children.” 
 

Thursday, Jul 16, 2020 
Easy does it 
Today’s readings promise both a smooth path (the first read-
ing) and a light yoke (the gospel). But Chris anity does not 
promise comfort and ease. Rather, our faith is founded on the 
idea that Christ conquered death through suffering. One of 
our primary symbols is the crucifix, an ongoing reminder that 
Christ offers victory over suffering and death but first experi-
enced them. Ul mately, our rough paths and burdens do find 
rest in Christ. If you are tempted today to give in to ridicule, 
anger, despair, or a sin that weighs you down, try to “put on 
the yoke of Christ,” and see if your mood lightens. TODAY'S READ-
INGS: Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ma hew 11:28-30 (392). “Come to me, 
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 

Friday, Jul 17, 2020 
Kyrie eleison, down the road that I must travel 
The Greek words Kyrie eleison are some of the most ancient— 
and powerful—words of the Chris an liturgy: “Lord, have 
mercy.” Typically we find these words in the peniten al rite 
where the church asks God’s mercy and forgiveness. But these 
words are not just for penance; they are words of life and 
encouragement to the weary soul. It's as if we are saying, 
“Look kindly upon me.” This call for mercy is not just directed 
toward God; it is also part of the fabric of our rela onships 
with ourselves and the world. We can look kindly upon our-
selves, instead of bera ng ourselves for what we didn’t get 
done. We can look kindly upon those around us filled with fear 
and hatred. We can look kindly upon the fragile earth and 
God’s good crea on. How is mercy calling you? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Ma hew 12:1-8 (393). 
“If you knew what this meant, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you 
would not have condemned these innocent men.” 
 

Saturday, Jul 18, 2020 
A reless voice for jus ce 
During the era of European conquest of the Americas, Na ve 
American people were typically regarded as savages who must 
be “conquered” and coerced into conversion or pushed aside. 
Bartolomé de Las Casas is remembered today as one of the 
few voices opposing the dominant ideology of religious and 
secular leaders alike. Appalled by colonial cruel es in the Car-
ibbean in the 1500s, he doggedly advocated for the rights of 
indigenous people for some 50 years, urging an end to the 
cruel es and coerced conversions. Remember de Las Casas 
and make jus ce a central part of your own witness. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 2:1-5; Ma hew 12:14-21 (394). “They 
oppress householder and house, people and their inheritance.” 
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