
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM  (Upper parking lot - outdoors) 11:00 AM Livestream Only 
  Pre-Register On–line www.stcmtz.org Drive-thru Communion after the 11 AM Mass  
                                                     

DAIILY ROSARY:  Monday - Saturday  7:30 AM   ADORATION:  No Adoration  - TBD  
DAILY MASS:          8:00 AM          RECONCILIATION:  By Appointment Only              
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: 8:30 AM     SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  Please call the office. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 

 

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
Martinez, California 



 
PARISH OFFICE:  (925) 228 - 2230   
                  FAX:  (925) 228 - 1318 

 
Fr. Anthony Huong Le,  

Parochial Administrator  -  Ext 6 
franthonyl@stcmtz.org 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

CHURCH LOCATION:  
606 Mellus Street, Martinez, CA  

 

PARISH OFFICE/CENTER & MAILING ADDRESS: 
1125 Ferry Street 
Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
                    
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stcmtz.org 
OFFICE HOURS:  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - 

Sylvia Lloren    Ext. 1       
Office Administrator/Sacramental Coordinator/Bulletin   
sylvial@stcmtz.org   
 
Troy Killorn    Ext. 3      
Director of Music Ministry / Maintenance Manager 
troyk@stcmtz.org 
 
Karen Glen     Ext.  4     
Bookkeeper / Safe Environment Coordinator / RCIA 
kareng@stcmtz.org 
   
Andrea Watkins   Ext. 5     
Director Religious Education  (K-8)   
Family Sunday Faith Formation Ministry 
andreaw@stcmtz.org       

 
Deacon Albert Dizon      Ext. 7    
dcnalbertd@stcmtz.org 
 
Deacon David Holland    Ext. 7    
dcndaveh@stcmtz.org 
 
Paul & Jennifer Holland   Ext. 8  
Co-coordinators,  Confirmation Ministry 
paulh@stcmtz.org & jennyh@stcmtz.org      
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
ST. CATHERINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Jessica Griswold, Principal   

jgriswold@csdo.org  
SCHOOL K-8: 604 Mellus Street,  
  Martinez, CA 94553 
TELEPHONE:  925-228-4140  
FAX:   925-228-0697 
OFFICE HOURS: 9AM – 2 PM   
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  
http://school.stcatherinemartinez.com 
ST. CATHERINE PRE-SCHOOL  
Mea Auld, Pre-School Director      

mauld@csdo.org 
scpreschool@comcast.net 
PRE SCHOOL LOCATION:1125 Ferry Street, Martinez, CA 

 
PARISH & SCHOOL STAFF 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Before serving or continuing in your 
ministry or organization, please complete the Diocesan required Safe 
Environment for Children Project Training @ www.virtusonline.org  

“Let’s stay connected” via one of our many 
social media platforms:  

 
      Parish Website: www. stcmtz.org 
      Bulletin: stcathmtz@yahoo.com 

 
 Facebook:  
 https://OfficialStCatherineof SienaChurch 
 
 Myparishapp:  
 Please download: 
 myparishapp to your phones.  

Step 1. Text App to number 88202.  
Step 2. Download the app via the link. 
Step 3. Search for St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Martinez.  

Baptisms are currently being 
scheduled for one family per 
weekend. Check our website 
for requirements. Or you can 
call the parish office for 
more information.  

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

Are you Registered with our Parish?  Has 
your family status changed?  If you would 
like to register or update your current family 
information with the Parish, you may do so 
with our new on-line form located on our 
website, www.stcmtz.org or call the office, 
and we can help you with any update.  

 
NEW Day and Time  

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 
Now on Saturdays 

Hours: 10:00am -1:00 pm       
(Parish Center) 

By Appointment Only 
Please call: 925-289-7793  

or (925) 788-7409 

All are welcome to join in the Weekly  
Scripture Reflection with the Clergy 
Tuesdays  (via  ZOOM)   7 – 8:15 PM   

Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 
or 7 to be  connected to the link. 

Faith Formation ,  
Confirmation, RCIA 

New Registration Forms  
for the  

2020-2021 Year 
Are now available  

on the parish website 



 THE CROSS OF JESUS 
 The perception of a cross changed dramatically after Jesus’ crucifixion. Before that event, 
death on a cross was not only horrible, it was degrading. It was a penalty reserved only for the 
most wretched of criminals. The word “glory” would not have found its way into the same 
sentence containing the word “cross.” But all that changed with Jesus. Over time, believers 
began to venerate and honor the cross. They painted, sculpted, and carved images of it. Many 
lost their own lives for their association with it. Today our reverence for and relationship with 
the cross recalls little of the contempt originally associated with it. As it has been through the 
ages, it is our perception of the cross that determines how we follow Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
August 30, 2020 

Gathering Hymn:  
 Take Up Your Cross 
ERHALT UNS, HERR / Charles W. Everest 
 
1. Take up your cross, the Savior said, If you 
would my disciple be; Deny yourself, the  world 
forsake, And humbly follow after me.  
 
2. Take up your cross, be not ashamed! Let not 
disgrace your spirit fill! For God himself endured 
to die Upon a cross, on Calvary's hill. 
 
3. Take up your cross, which gives you   strength, 
Which makes your trembling spirit brave; 'Twill 
guide you to a better home  And lead to vict'ry o'er 
the grave.  
 
4. Take up your cross, and follow Christ, Nor 
think till death to lay it down; For only they who 
bear the cross May hope to wear the glorious 
crown.  
Text: LM; Charles W. Everest, 1814–1877, alt. Music: J. 
Klug's Geistliche Lieder, Wittenberg, 1543; adapt. by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, alt. 
   
Penitential Act: 
 
Gloria:  Glory to God in the highest… 
 
First Reading                JER 20:7-9 
You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be 
duped; you were too strong for me, and you tri-
umphed. All the day I am an object of laughter; 
everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I must cry 
out, violence and outrage is my message; the word 
of the LORD has  brought me derision and re-
proach all the day. I say to myself, I will not men-
tion him, I will speak in his name no more. But 
then it becomes like fire burning in my heart, im-
prisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in, 
I cannot endure it. 
 
Responsorial Psalm    PS 63:2,3-4,5-6, 8-9 
 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
O God, you are my God whom I seek;  for you my 
flesh pines and my soul thirsts like the earth, 
parched, lifeless and without water. 
 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary to 
see your power and your glory, For your kindness 
is a greater good than life; my lips shall glorify 
you.  
 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
Thus will I bless you while I live; lifting up my 
hands, I will call upon your name. As with the 
riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, and 
with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.   
 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
You are my help, and in the shadow of your wings 
I shout for joy. My soul clings fast to you; your 
right hand upholds me.  
 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 
Second Reading:       ROM 12: 1—2  
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, ho-
ly and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  Do 
not conform yourselves to this age but be trans-
formed by the renewal of your mind, that you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect. 
 
Alleluia:                                      MT 11:29AB 
 
R. Alleluia, ,alleluia, alleluia. 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten 
the eyes of ouer hearts, that we may know what is 
the hope that belongs to our call. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia . 
 
Gospel                                        MT 16 : 21-27 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the el-
ders, chief priest, and the scribes,  and be killed 
and on the third day be raised.  Then Peter took Je-
sus aside and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, 
Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”  He 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are an obstacle to me.  You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human beings do." Then Jesus said 
to his disciples, Whoever wishes to come after me. 
For whoever must deny himself, take up his cross,  



and follow “wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What 
profit would there be for one to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his life?  Or what can one give in ex-
change for his life?  For the Son of Man will come 
with his angels in his Father’s glory, and then he will 
repay all according to his conduct.”  
 
Presentation of the Gifts:    
All That Is Hidden   
Bernadette Farrell 
 
1. If you would follow me, follow where life will 

lead: do not look for me among the  dead, for I 
am hidden in pain, risen in love; there is no 
harvest without sowing of grain. 

 
Refrain 
All that is hidden will be made clear. All that is 
dark now will be revealed. What you have heard in 
the dark proclaim in the  light; what you hear in 
whispers proclaim from the housetops.  
 
Refrain 
2. If you would honor me, honor the least of these: 
you will not find me dressed in finery. My Word 
cries out to be heard; breaks through the world my 
Word is on your lips and lives in your heart.  
 
Refrain 
3. If you would speak of me, live all your life in 
me: my ways are not the ways that you would 
choose; my thoughts are far beyond yours, as 
heaven from earth: if you believe in me my voice 
will be heard.  
 
Refrain 
4. If you would rise with me,  rise through your 
destiny: do not refuse the death which brings you 
life, for as the grain in the earthmust die for re-
birth, so I have planted your life deep within mine. 
  
Refrain 
Text: Refrain based on Luke 12:2–3. Text and music © 
1986, 1988, Bernadette  Farrell.  Published by OCP. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Communion :  O How Blessed  
Dan Schutte  
 
1. O how blessed are the poor in spirit, the kingdom 

of God is theirs. O how blessed those who dwell 
in sorrow,  they surely will be consoled.  

 
 

Refrain : Rejoice and be glad, beloved of the Lord, 
the kingdom of heaven is yours. The first shall be 
last, the last shall be first, for such is the wisdom of 
God.  
 
Refrain 
2. O how blessed are the meek and lowly, for they 
shall possess the earth. O how blessed those who 
thirst for justice,  they surely will have their fill.  
 
Refrain  
3. O how blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall 
behold God’s face. O how blessed those who mend 
with mercy,  forgiveness is their reward.  
 
Refrain 
4. O how blessed those who fight for peace, the chil-
dren of God are they. O how blessed those despised 
and hated,  who bear it because of me. 
Text: Based on Matthew 5:3–12. Text and music © 2015, Dan-
iel L. Schutte. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
 
Sending:  Lord, Whose Love  
HOLY MANNA 
 
1. Lord, whose love in humble service Bore the 
weight of human need, Who upon the Cross forsak-
en, Offered, mercy's perfect deed; We, your serv-
ants, bring the worship Not of voice alone, but heart: 
Consecrating to your purpose Ev'ry gift which you 
impart. 
 
4. Called from worship into service Forth in your 
great name we go, To the child, the youth, the aged. 
Love in living deeds to show; Hope and health, 
goodwill and comfort, Counsel, aid and peace we 
give That your children Lord, in freedom, May your 
mercy know, and live.  
Text: 87 87 D; Albert F. Bayly, 1901–1984, alt., © Oxford University 
Press,  London. All rights reserved.  Used with permission. Music: Wil-



St. Catherine of Siena Parish follows Jesus by  
welcoming all, sharing our gifts, and giving glory to God. 

In March of 2020, the catechumens and candidates from St. Catherine of Siena Parish were presented to our Bishop, 
Most Reverend Michael Barber for invitation and welcome into the Catholic Church.  As we all know, life took an unan-
ticipated turn right after that.  Our brothers and sisters had to wait, while the county and community determined when it 
would be safe to come into the church.  After much patience we were able to welcome many into the Sacraments of the 
Church.  During the period of time that the county deemed was safe for us to return into our church (June 16th thru July 
13th), we celebrated the following sacraments: 

BAPTISM:  
Kortney Mary Kealani Asayo Yam, Madison Kealani Ramos, Billy Ray John Oliver, Joseph Aguilar, Gabriela Lucy Jen-
sen,  Sergio Don Bosco Jensen, Santino Lorenzo Ruiz Zermino, Bandy Chavez, Maura Denisse Chavez, Vanessa Chavez 

 
HOLY COMMUNION:  

Bandy Chavez, Maura Denisse Chavez, Vanessa Chavez, Gabriela Lucy Jensen,  Sergio Don Bosco Jensen 
 

CONFIRMATION:  
Eric Thaddaeus Oliva, Daisy Monica Avila Diaz, Jaime Christopher Reyes, Virginia Cecilia Reyes, Joseph Nicholas 
Silva, Matthew Peregrine Laziose Taitano, Hipolito Philip Zermeno, Vianca Rose Jensen, Sergio Patrick Jensen, Mar 

Mary Magdelene Fernandez, Rafael Nicholas Mauricio Villalobos – Castillo, Kortney Mary Kealani Asayo Yam,  
Billy Ray John Oliver, Joseph Aguilar 

 



Faith Formation  & Sacraments 
Registration Open for the 2020-21 year 

       FAITH FORMATION (Grades K-8)   

Welcome to the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults                                                         
 “Becoming Catholic is one of life’s most profound and joyous experiences. Some are blessed enough to receive this 
great gift while they are infants, and, over time, they recognize the enormous grace that has been bestowed on them. 
Others enter the Catholic fold when they are older children or adults. This article examines the joyful process by which 
one becomes a Catholic. A person is brought into full communion with the Catholic Church through reception of the 
three sacraments of Christian initiation—baptism, confirmation, and the holy Eucharist—but the process by which one 
becomes a Catholic can take different forms. A person who is baptized in the Catholic Church becomes a Catholic at 
that moment. One’s initiation is deepened by confirmation and the Eucharist, but one becomes a Catholic at baptism. 
This is true for children who are baptized Catholic (and receive the other two sacraments later) and for adults who are 
baptized, confirmed, and receive the Eucharist at the same time. Those who have been validly baptized outside the 
Church become Catholics by making a profession of the Catholic faith and being formally received into the Church. 
This is normally followed immediately by confirmation and the Eucharist. Before a person is ready to be received into 
the Church, whether by baptism or by profession of faith, preparation is necessary. The amount and form of this prepa-
ration depends on the individual’s circumstance. The most basic division in the kind of preparation needed is between 
those who are unbaptized and those who have already become Christian through baptism in another church. For 
adults and children who have reached the age of reason (age seven), entrance into the Church is governed by the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), sometimes called the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA).” – 
Catholic Answers 
 
Wednesday, August 26th, the process of Inquiry began.  If you, or someone you know is interested in learn-
ing more about the Catholic Faith or has been baptized but not received their other sacraments, this is the pro-
gram for them.  Inquiry is the period to learn more about the   Catholic Faith in a comfortable and non-
committal environment.  A team of Parishioners look  forward to walking with you in this journey of faith. 
Sessions will be held virtually on Wednesday evenings from 7–8 pm via ZOOM.  To receive the link to 
join us or if you would like more information please contact Karen Glen at (925) 228-2230 ext 1004 or email 
scspastoral@gmail.com.   

Classes for Faith Formation and Confirmation will 
begin in the Fall. Check your emails and the website 
for registration form and calendar coming soon!  
 

2019-2020 Communion Class Information: 
Our Communion 2020 details are still changing and 
in the works.  Communion students from May 2020, 
please keep your eyes out for emails containing up-
dated information.  Please reserve the weekends of 
September 19-20, September 26-27, and October 3-
4 for completing the Reconciliation and Commun-
ion Sacraments. If you have any questions contact: 
Andrea Watkins at andreaw@stcmtz.org  
 

2019-2020 Confirmation Class Information 
The Confirmation Mass has been rescheduled to 
Saturday, September 19th at 6pm with the Vicar 
General, Very Rev. George E. Mockel presiding. 
More details will be sent to all Confirmandi.  
Our next summer gathering will be Sunday, August 
30th from 12:30-1:30pm in the upper yard.  
For questions contact Jenny Holland 
at jennyh@stcmtz.org 



 

MASS INTENTIONS  
FOR THE WEEK  

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

To empower a community  
of Christian people  
walking together as  

disciples of Jesus in order  
to share His good news. 

 
St. Catherine Parish  

offers deepest sympathy and prayers for 
the families and, the repose of the soul of all  

who entered into eternal life. 
Joaquin Azevedo 

Victims of  the Coronavirus  

 

STEWARDSHIP 
To create a culture  
in the parish rooted  

in gratitude and  
generosity. 

SAT 8/29 8:00  Ernesto Salgado†  
  4:30  Sheila Grilli†  
SUN 8/30 7:00  Int. People of the Parish 
  8:30  McLoughlin and Curtin Families†  
            11:00 Joaquin Azevedo†  
MON 8/31     8:00  Rusty Rupp†  
TUE 9/1     8:00  Anibal Mata-Sol†  
WED 9/2 8:00  Int. St.Catherine School Families  
THUR 9/3        8:00  Special Intention      
FRI 9/4 8:00  Nicholas Billecci†  
SAT 9/5 8:00  Natividad Tagatac - 85th Birthday  
  4:30  Antonio da Conceicao†  
SUN 9/6 7:00  Int. Jimmy Sparacino - 50th Birthday 
  8:30  Jennie Balestrieri†  
              11:00  Romeo & Remedios Conmigo†  
              1:00  Int. People of the Parish 

Weekly bulletins are now available outside of the 
church for your reading pleasure.  Look for the 

clear boxes hanging by the choir side and between 
the school and front doors of the church. 

 

 
WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

      
AUGUST 23, 2020 

                   ON-LINE 
Weekly Offering:   $4,062.00 $ 1,892.00 
Parish Maintenance:   $      30.00 
Youth & Confirmation:$ 340.00 $ 
School Support:   $     50.00 
Divine Renovation:  $    50.00 $      
St. Vincent de Paul  $    59.00  $     60.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support,  

both spiritual and financial.   

Activity Center/Gymnasium: PACE I, II, FTP 
 
 
Repurposed Donations:   Week Ending 8/21/2020 
 
# Households/Individuals:  10 
 
Amount           $35,855.41  
 
Reclaimed Donations: 
 
# Households/Individuals 3 
 
Amount:   $ 15,909.95 
 

YEAR TO DATE  
Week Ending 8/21/2020 

    Household/Individuals 
 

Repurposed: $631,307.69   195  
 
Reclaimed:    $249,555.28     57  

 
For Emergency Anointing of the Sick 
(Only for those who are experiencing  

an imminent death)  Call (925) 228-2230 Ext 6 
Please leave your name, phone #, address 

The Daily Rosary, 8 AM Holy Mass and Divine 
Mercy (Monday - Saturday) are currently being 
celebrated outdoors in the Upper Yard/Parish 
Center. (weather permitting) 
No advance pre-registration required. 



 

WORSHIP 
 

To facilitate a transforming  
encounter with God  
as we come together  

in worship. 

A common belief is that the hands-folded posture was 
derived from a Roman practice symbolizing submis-
sion. 
Should believers fold hands, keep their arms out-
stretched with palms facing upward (the clas-
sic orans position) or cross them, like monks often 
do? Does it really matter? While it may seem strange, 
this is an important question to ask. In fact, it is a fundamental aspect of prayer, and one that allows be-
lievers to discover their own practices as rooted in ancient, venerable traditions.  
 
Many can remember being taught by religious sisters how to pray with folded hands. One individual re-
counts (whether true or not) the reason the sisters taught him for folded hands. 
Pray with hands folded up so that your prayers will go to heaven. 
If your hands are pointed down your prayers will go down to hell. 
And if your hands are sideways, your prayers will bounce all over the room. 
Sure, this is quite naive, and chances are the actual instruction was lost in kid translation. Truthfully, the 
real reason most believers fold their hands in prayer has much deeper symbolism. In Christianity, the tradi-
tion has its roots in the customs of ancient and late-antique cultures. 
In the Jewish tradition, there is evidence in the Talmud that some prayed with hands folded as early as 
the post-Exilic period and even continued after Christianity was established. According to the text, the 
Jewish Babylonian sage, Rabba (Abba ben Joseph, C. 280-352), used to pray with his hands folded. Some his-
torians believe that early Christians adapted this custom from their Jewish heritage. 
 
But another common belief is that the hands-folded posture was derived from a Roman prac-
tice symbolizing submission. 
Religious historians trace the gesture back to the act of shackling a prisoner’s hands with vine or rope: 
joined hands came to symbolize submission. In ancient Rome, a captured soldier could avoid immediate 
death by joining the hands together. Just as waving a white flag today, the message was clear, ‘I surrender.’ 
 
Centuries later, subjects demonstrated their loyalty and paid homage to their rulers by joining their hands. In 
time, clasping the hands together communicated both an acknowledgement of another’s authority and 
one’s own submission to that authority. 
This type of joining hands to profess loyalty is still evident in the liturgy of ordination. A bishop will clasp 
the hands of the priest he is ordaining and say, “Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my 
successors?” 
 
Another aspect of the folding of hands includes crossing the thumbs, which many have been instructed to do in 
the form of a cross. All of this results in a gesture that represents loyalty to God, pointing our prayers to heav-
en and being reminded of the cross of Christ. While Christians are not bound to pray with hands folded, it 
is a meaningful option, with ancient roots and profound symbolism. 
 

Why fold hands during prayer? 

 



SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT (540-604) 
September 3 

 Imagine, fourteen hundred years after death, 
boasting a best-selling CD! Yet outside the Church 
and within, Gregorian chant is enjoying a renais-
sance. Still, the timeless sacred music that bears his 
name is but part of Gregory’s legacy. Renouncing 
civic service for monastic life, Gregory’s administra-
tive and diplomatic skills prompted continual sum-
mons from the cloister. Papal ambassador and advi-
sor, he was eventually elected pope himself, re-
nowned as a wise steward of the church’s material 
possessions, generous benefactor of the poor, spon-
sor of missionaries, and promotor of monasticism. 
His liturgical enrichment of the Church endures not 
only in Gregorian chant, but in eloquent homilies 
still gracing the Liturgy of the Hours, the “Gregorian 
Canon” (Eucharistic Prayer I), and his spiritual clas-
sic, Pastoral Care, once presented to new bishops at 
ordination. Of countless impressive papal titles—
Supreme Pontiff, Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint 
Peter, Prince of the Apostles—the title still so cher-
ished that it heads official documents is the one 
Gregory coined to describe his papal ideal: Servant 
of the Servants of God. Together with being desig-
nated “the Great,” a fitting epitaph. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

“Thank you Bishop Michael Barber for your blessing of our   
newly renovated Church and School to the Sacred Heart of Jesus”. 



 

READINGS & REFLECTIONS 
Join in the Weekly Scripture Reflection with the Clergy -Tuesdays  (via  ZOOM)   7– 8:15 PM   

Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 or 7 to be  connected to the link. 
Sunday, Aug 30, 2020 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Take the road that leads to glory 
Suffering is no one’s first choice. But some things are worth 
suffering for. When women give birth, when parents head off 
to some mes grueling employment, when soldiers defend 
against aggressors, when missionaries leave their homeland, 
when young adults embrace religious voca ons, they all accept 
that a certain amount of pain and loss will accompany these 
decisions. So Jesus accepts that the way to defeat the grip of 
sin and death is through a bi er reckoning in Jerusalem. Peter 
wanted a safer route and a happy ending. But some mes the 
happy ending is only reached by the road we’re avoiding. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 20:7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Ma hew 16:21- 
27 (124). “You are thinking not as God does, but as humans do.” 
 
Monday, Aug 31, 2020 
Read to me 
“When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God him-
self speaks to his people,” says the General Instruc on of the 
Roman Missal. What an honor then to be a reader at Mass! 
The Missal recommends that readers be “people who are truly 
suited to carrying out this func on and carefully prepared, so 
that by their hearing the readings from the sacred texts the 
faithful may conceive in their hearts a sweet and living affec-

on for Sacred Scripture.” Are you up to the task? Consider 
volunteering to proclaim the word of God in your parish if you 
are able, and in any case, thank those who already do so. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Luke 4:16-30 (431). “Today 
this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Tuesday, Sep 01, 2020 
WORLD DAY FOR PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION 

Be a breath of fresh air 
How do we pray for crea on’s care? First, we praise the Crea-
tor, who shines in every tree, drop of water, patch of sunlight. 
God’s me culous, elegant crea on nourishes us with food and 
sustains us with beauty. Second, we educate ourselves to the 
“urgent challenge to protect our common home," as Pope 
Francis puts it in Laudato si'. Third, we join prayer with ac on. 
Understanding the damage of climate change, air and water 
pollu on, loss of biodiversity, consider: What to do personally? 
As a family? A neighborhood? A church? A na on? 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 2:10b-16; Luke 4:31-37 (432). 
“They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with 
authority.” 
 
Wednesday, Sep 02, 2020 
Let them come unto us 
One of the many striking features of Jesus’ ministry is the fact 
that he turned no one away. Whether at a meal or preaching 
and teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone to share in the experi-
ence. All who needed counsel or healing received it, regardless 
of rank or stature. Contrast this with policies in so many areas 
of society that restrict those who can receive services, support,  

and aid. What does it mean to really follow Jesus? At the least 
it means  following his example and building a society that 
discriminates less, shares more, and places the emphasis on 
responding to the needs of all people rather than the desires 
of a few. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Luke 4:38-44 (433). “At 
sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them 
to him. He laid his hands on each of them and cured them.” 
 
Thursday, Sep 03, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Dynasty, the papal version 
Gregory was born around 540 in Rome, in an era when priests 
were s ll allowed to marry. Born into Roman nobility, he came 
with quite a clerical pedigree, including at least one papal 
ancestor, Pope Felix II, who reigned a century before Gregory 
was chosen pope by acclama on (another tradi on of that era) 
in 590. We don’t memorialize Gregory for his lineage, howev-
er, but rather for his humility. He preferred monas c life to 
high office, resisted the trappings of power, and referred to 
himself as a “servant” of God—language that was unprece-
dented coming from a member of the nobility. We can thank 
Gregory not because he was great, but because he was good. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Luke 5:1-11 (434). “Put 
out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” 
 
Friday, Sep 04, 2020 
Have faith in a historical perspec ve 
Marriage customs were quite different in biblical mes than 
they are now, involving some customs that today would seem 
unsavory, to say the least, such as death by stoning for women 
who failed to pass a "proof of virginity" test during the 
consumma on of a marriage. Of course, no such proof was 
available or expected of the groom. Not every custom from 
biblical days deserves to be admired, much less perpetuated. A 
historical approach to biblical literature helps us separate the 
wheat from the chaff in our heritage. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Luke 5:33-39 (435). “Can 
you make the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with 
them?” 
 
Saturday, Sep 05, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

She stood fast while others fled 
The tradi on of dedica ng Saturdays not already set aside as 
memorials to Mary dates to the ninth century. Though the 
origins of the tradi on are not clear, Saturdays serve to remind 
us that Mary was steadfast in her witness in the dark me be-
tween Jesus’ Good Friday Crucifixion and his Easter Sunday 
Resurrec on. Mary neither fled nor denied the son she loved 
and followed. We can recall her resolute discipleship today and 
every Saturday and commit ourselves to stand vigilant in our 
own faith, even if at mes we stand alone. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 4:6b-15; Luke 6:1-5 (436). “Have 
you not read what David did when he and those who were with him 
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