
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM  (Upper parking lot - outdoors) 11:00 AM Livestream Only 
  Pre-Register On–line www.stcmtz.org Drive-thru Communion after the 11 AM Mass                    
   
DAIILY ROSARY:  Monday - Saturday  7:30 AM   ADORATION:  12 –8 PM  
DAILY MASS:          8:00 AM          RECONCILIATION:  By Appointment Only              
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: 8:30 AM     SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  Please call the office. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 

 

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
Martinez, California 



 
PARISH OFFICE:  (925) 228 - 2230   
                  FAX:  (925) 228 - 1318 

 
Fr. Anthony Huong Le,  

Parochial Administrator  -  Ext 6 
franthonyl@stcmtz.org 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

CHURCH LOCATION:  
606 Mellus Street, Martinez, CA  

 

PARISH OFFICE/CENTER & MAILING ADDRESS: 
1125 Ferry Street 
Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
                    
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stcmtz.org 
OFFICE HOURS:  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - 

Sylvia Lloren    Ext. 1       
Office Administrator/Sacramental Coordinator/Bulletin   
sylvial@stcmtz.org   
 
Troy Killorn    Ext. 3      
Director of Music Ministry / Maintenance Manager 
troyk@stcmtz.org 
 
Karen Glen     Ext.  4     
Bookkeeper / Safe Environment Coordinator / RCIA 
kareng@stcmtz.org 
   
Andrea Watkins   Ext. 5     
Director Religious Education  (K-8)   
Family Sunday Faith Formation Ministry 
andreaw@stcmtz.org       

 
Deacon Albert Dizon      Ext. 7    
dcnalbertd@stcmtz.org 
 
Deacon David Holland    Ext. 7    
dcndaveh@stcmtz.org 
 
Paul & Jennifer Holland   Ext. 8  
Co-coordinators,  Confirmation Ministry 
paulh@stcmtz.org & jennyh@stcmtz.org      
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
ST. CATHERINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Jessica Griswold, Principal   

jgriswold@csdo.org  
SCHOOL K-8: 604 Mellus Street,  
  Martinez, CA 94553 
TELEPHONE:  925-228-4140  
FAX:   925-228-0697 
OFFICE HOURS: 9AM – 2 PM   
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  
http://school.stcatherinemartinez.com 
ST. CATHERINE PRE-SCHOOL  
Mea Auld, Pre-School Director      

mauld@csdo.org 
scpreschool@comcast.net 
PRE SCHOOL LOCATION:1125 Ferry Street, Martinez, CA 

 
PARISH & SCHOOL STAFF 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Before serving or continuing in your 
ministry or organization, please complete the Diocesan required Safe 
Environment for Children Project Training @ www.virtusonline.org  

“Let’s stay connected” via one of our many 
social media platforms:  

 
      Parish Website: www. stcmtz.org 
      Bulletin: stcathmtz@yahoo.com 

 
 Facebook:  
 https://OfficialStCatherineof SienaChurch 
 
 Myparishapp:  
 Please download: 
 myparishapp to your phones.  

Step 1. Text App to number 88202.  
Step 2. Download the app via the link. 
Step 3. Search for St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Martinez.  

Baptisms are currently being 
scheduled for one family per 
weekend. Check our website 
for requirements. You can 
also call Sylvia at the parish 
office for more information.  

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

Are you Registered with our Parish?  Has 
your family status changed?  If you would 
like to register or update your current family 
information with the Parish, you may do so 
with our new on-line form located on our 
website, www.stcmtz.org or call the office, 
and we can help you with any update.  

All are welcome to join in the Weekly  
Scripture Reflection with the Clergy 
Tuesdays  (via  ZOOM)   7 – 8:15 PM   

Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 
or 7 to be  connected to the link. 

“Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena  
Church and School” 



Holy Mass in the Upper Parking Lot on Sunday at 8:30 am. 
WE LOVE FOR YOU TO JOIN US – PLEASE REMEMBER TO REGISTER  

We are so blessed that our community is excited to come together for Holy Mass in our outdoor service every 
Sunday morning at 8:30 am.  We are asking your help for us to be prepared and ready for everyone.    
We want to ensure that we have enough chairs set up and that at Holy Communion we have enough Eucharist 
to provide for everyone who desires to receive.  
Please sign up by calling the Parish office or going online to Eventbrite.  The link is available through  
myparishApp message, our Facebook page or our website www.stcmtz.org. 



 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
September 6, 2020 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish follows Jesus by  
welcoming all, sharing our gifts, and giving glory to God. 

Gathering Hymn:  
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
HYFRYDOL 
 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us your humble dwelling; 
All your faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, source of all compassion, 
Love unbounded, love all pure; 
Visit us with your salvation, 
Let your love in us endure. 
Text: 87 87 D; Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. Music: Rowland H. 
Prichard,  1811–1887. 
   
Penitential Act: 
 
Gloria:  Glory to God in the highest… 
 
First Reading                         EZ 33:7-9  
Thus says the LORD:   You, son of man, I have ap-
pointed watchman for the house of Israel; when you 
hear me say anything, you shall warn them for me. If 
I tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall surely 
die, ”  and you do not speak out to dissuade the 
wicked from his way, the wicked shall die for his 
guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. 
But if you warn the wicked, trying to turn him from 
his way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he shall 
die for his guilt, but you shall save yourself. 
 
Responsorial Psalm         PS 95:1-2,6-7,8-9 
 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; let us ac-
claim the rock of our salvation. Let us come into his 
presence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing 
psalms to him.  
 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.  
Come, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel be-
fore the LORD who made us. For he is our God, and 
we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.  

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
Oh, that today you would hear his voice: “Harden 
not your hearts as at Meribah, as in the day of Mas-
sah in the desert, Where your fathers tempted me; 
they tested me though they had seen my works.” 
 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.  
 
Second Reading:                  ROM 13: 8-10  
Brothers and sisters: 
Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
The commandments, “You shall not commit adul-
tery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall 
not covet, ” and whatever other commandment there 
may be, are summed up in this saying, namely, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no 
evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of 
the law. 
 
Alleluia:                                                2 COR 5:19 
 
R. Alleluia, ,alleluia, alleluia. 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ  
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia . 
 
Gospel                                                MT 18: 15-20 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone.  If he listens to 
you, you have won over your brother. If he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 
‘every fact may be established on the testimony of 
two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell the church.  If he refuses to listen even to 
the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or 
a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatev-
er you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything for which they are to pray, it 
shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.   



For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
 
Presentation of the Gifts:    
Where Charity and Love Prevail      CHRISTIAN LOVE 
 
1. Where charity and love prevail, There God is ever 
found; Brought here together by Christ's love, By 
love are we thus bound. 
 
2. With grateful joy and holy fear God's charity we 
learn; Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love 
God in return. 
 
3. Forgive we now each other's faults As we our 
faults confess; And let us love each other well In 
Christian holiness. 
 
4. Let strife among us be unknown, Let all conten-
tion cease; Be God's the glory that we seek, Be ours 
God's holy peace. 
 
5. Let us recall that in our midst Dwells God's begot-
ten Son; As members of his holy body joined, We 
are in Christ made one. 
 
6. No race nor creed can love exclude, If honored be 
God's name; Our family embraces all Whose Father 
is the same.  
Text: CM; Ubi Caritas, 9th cent.; tr. by Omer Westendorf, 1916–1997. 
Music: Paul  Benoit, OSB, 1893–1979. Text and music © 1960, World 
Library Publications,  wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.  
 
Communion:  As the Deer Longs       Bob Hurd 
 
Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
 
1. Athirst my soul for you, the God who is my life! 
When shall I see, when shall I see, see the face of 
God?  
 
Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, so I long, so 
I long, so I long for you. 
 
2. Echoes meet as deep is calling unto deep, over my 
head, all your mighty waters, sweeping over me.  
 
Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
 
3. Continually the foe delights in taunting me; 
"Where is God, where is your God?" 
Where, O where are you?  

Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
 
4. Defend me God, send forth your light and your 
truth, they will lead me to your holy mountain, to 
your dwelling place. 
 
Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
 
5. Then I shall go unto the altar of my God. 
Praising you, O my joy and gladness, I shall praise 
your name. 
 
Refrain  
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so I long, so I long, so I long for you. 
Text: Based on Psalm 42:2–3, 8, 4; 43:3–4. Text and music © 1988, 
Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
 
Sending:  Now Thank We All Our God 
NUN DANKET / Johann Crüger 
 
1. Now thank we all our God  With heart, and hands, 
and voices,  Who wondrous things hath done, In 
whom his world rejoices; 
Who, from our mother's arms Hath blessed us on our 
way  With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today.  
 
2. O may this gracious God  Through all our life be 
near us!  With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; Preserve us in his 
grace,  And guide us in distress, And free us from all 
sin,  Till heaven we possess. 
 
3. All praise and thanks to God The Father now be 
given,   The Son, and Spirit blest, 
Who reigns in highest heaven, Eternal, Triune God, 
Whom earth and heav'n adore; 
For thus it was, is now,  And shall be, evermore.  
 
Text: 67 67 66 66; Sirach 50:22–24; Martin Rinkart, 1586–1649; tr. by 
Catherine  Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Music: Johann Crüger, 1598–
1662; adapt. by Felix  Mendelssohn, 1809–1847, alt. 



 

MASS INTENTIONS  
FOR THE WEEK  

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

To empower a community  
of Christian people  
walking together as  

disciples of Jesus in order  
to share His good news. 

 
St. Catherine Parish  

offers deepest sympathy and prayers for 
the families and, the repose of the soul of all  

who entered into eternal life. 
Joaquin Azevedo 

Victims of  the Coronavirus  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
To create a culture  
in the parish rooted  

in gratitude and  
generosity. 

SAT 9/5 8:00  Natividad Tagatac - 85th Birthday  
  4:30  Antonio da Conceicao†  
SUN 9/6 7:00  Int. Jimmy Sparacino - 50th Birthday 
  8:30  Jennie Balestrieri†  
              11:00  Romeo & Remedios Conmigo†  
              1:00  Int. People of the Parish 
MON 9/7    8:00  Hendrika & Petrus DeGraef†  
TUE 9/8     8:00  Robert & Barbara Case†  
WED 9/9 8:00  Int.St.Catherine School Families  
THUR 9/10      8:00  Special Intention      
FRI 9/11 8:00  Louie and Rose Delchini†  
SAT 9/12 8:00  All Souls in Purgatory 
  4:30  Walter & Michael Narodzonek†  
SUN 9/13 7:00  Int. People of the Parish 
  8:30  Int. Costa Family  
              11:00  Mary Ann Martini†  
   1:00 Cardenas and Polina Families†  

 
WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

      
AUGUST 30, 2020 

                   ON-LINE 
Weekly Offering:     $ 4,573.00 $  3,228.00 
2nd Collection /Solemity  $     153.00 
Parish Maintenance:   $       30.00 
Youth & Confirmation:$    120.00 $ 
School Support:   $     140.00 
Organ Fund:    $            $       25.00 
St. Vincent de Paul  $    415.00  $     195.00 

Thank you for your continued support,  
both spiritual and financial.   

Activity Center/Gymnasium: PACE I, II, FTP 
 
 
Repurposed Donations:   Week Ending 8/28/2020 
 
# Households/Individuals:  9 
 
Amount           $73,920.20 
 
Reclaimed Donations: 
 
# Households/Individuals 1 
 
Amount:   $1,155.00 
 

YEAR TO DATE  
Week Ending 8/28/2020 

    Household/Individuals 
 

Repurposed: 705,227.89   204  
 
Reclaimed:    $250,710.28     58  

 
For Emergency Anointing of the Sick 
(Only for those who are experiencing  

an imminent death)  Call (925) 228-2230 Ext 6 

The Daily Rosary, 8 AM Holy Mass and Divine 
Mercy (Monday - Saturday) are currently being 
celebrated outdoors in the Upper Yard/Parish 
Center. (weather permitting) 
No advance pre-registration required. 

AN INVITATION TO SERVE: “A network of friends,      in-
spired by Gospel values, growing in holiness and building a 
more just world through personal relationships with and service 
to people in need.”   The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. 
Catherine of Siena would like to invite you to consider becom-
ing a Vincentian and serve with us.  No work of charity is for-
eign to the Society.  Vincentians serve our neighbors by visit-
ing them in their homes and listening to their needs. Vincen-
tians also participate in special works.  Our Food     Pantry that 
operates from our Parish Center Library is one of those im-
portant works.  

The St. Catherine of Siena conference is the oldest conference in the District Council of Contra Costa County 
(serving our neighbors for over 67 years), operating first with the Alameda County District Council before size 
dictated the division into two separate councils.  Both Councils form the Council for the Diocese of Oakland. 
For more information please contact Anne Crisp (Conference President) by phone (925) 787-0857 or email 
annecrisp@yahoo.com   



 
 

 

Welcome to the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults                 
  
“Becoming Catholic is one of life’s most profound and 
joyous experiences. Some are blessed enough to receive 
this great gift while they are infants, and, over time, they 
recognize the enormous grace that has been bestowed on 
them. Others enter the Catholic fold when they are older 
children or adults. This article examines the joyful pro-
cess by which one becomes a Catholic. A person is 
brought into full communion with the Catholic Church 
through reception of the three sacraments of Christian 
initiation—baptism, confirmation, and the holy Eucha-
rist—but the process by which one becomes a Catholic 
can take different forms. A person who is baptized in the 
Catholic Church becomes a Catholic at that moment. 
One’s initiation is deepened by  confirmation  and 
the Eucharist, but one becomes a Catholic at baptism. 
This is true for children who are baptized Catholic (and 
receive the other two sacraments later) and for adults who 
are baptized, confirmed, and receive the Eucharist at the 
same time. Those who have been validly baptized outside 
the Church become Catholics by making a profession of 
the Catholic faith and being formally received into the 
Church. This is normally followed immediately by confir-
mation and the Eucharist. Before a person is ready to be 
received into the Church, whether by baptism or by pro-
fession of faith, preparation is necessary. The amount and 
form of this preparation depends on the individual’s cir-
cumstance. The most basic division in the kind of prepa-
ration needed is between those who are unbaptized and 
those who have already become Christian through bap-
tism in another church. For adults and children who have 
reached the age of reason (age seven), entrance into the 
Church is governed by the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA), sometimes called the Order of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (OCIA).” – Catholic Answers 

We are currently in the process of Inquiry.  
If you, or someone you know is interested in learn-
ing more about the Catholic Faith or has been bap-
tized but not received their other sacraments, this is 
the program for them.  Inquiry is the period to learn 
more about the Catholic Faith in a comfortable and 
non-committal environment.   
A team of Parishioners look  forward to walking 
with you in this journey of faith. Sessions will be 
held virtually on Wednesday evenings from 7-
8pm via ZOOM.  To receive the link to join us or if 
you would like more information please contact: 
Karen Glen at (925) 228-2230 ext 1004 or  
Email: scspastoral@gmail.com.   

Faith Formation  & Sacraments 
Registration Open for the 2020-21 year 

 

       FAITH FORMATION (Grades K-8)   
Classes for Faith Formation and Confirmation will 
begin in the Fall. Check your emails and the website 
for NEW REGISTRATION FORM and calendar.  

Classes begin on October 4th, 2020 
 

2019-2020 Communion Class Information: 
Our Communion 2020 details are still in the works.  
Communion students from May 2020, please keep 
your eyes out for emails containing updated infor-
mation.   
Please reserve the days below for completing the 
Reconciliation and Communion Sacraments.  
September 19 Group 1  1-3 pm (upper yard)  
September 26 Group 2  1 - 3 pm (upper yard)  
October 3, Communion Masses 11am (Group 1)  
& 1pm (Group 2) 
October 4, New Classes Begin after 8:30 Mass 
If you have any questions, please contact: Andrea 
Watkins at andreaw@stcmtz.org  or (925) 228-2230 
Ext 5 

2019-2020 Confirmation Class Information 
Our next summer gathering will be Sunday, September 
13th from 12:30-1:30pm in the upper yard. For ques-
tions contact Jenny Holland at jennyh@stcmtz.org  or 
(925) 228-2230 Ext 8 
The Confirmation Mass has been scheduled to Saturday, 
September 19th at 6pm with the Vicar General, Very 
Rev. George E. Mockel presiding. More details will be 
sent to all Confirmandi.  The rehearsal will be Thursday, 



Hello Janet Wilkenson -  Our wonderful  
1st grade St. Catherine  School teacher 

Carolina and Melody - blesses us with their beautiful  
cantor voices every Sunday. 

Thank you, Kevin Murray! 
For all your time and dedication in providing our parish with all these beautiful photos of the blessing of 
the church and school. To view more photos, please log onto our website at www. stcmtz.org 



 

WORSHIP 
 

To facilitate a transforming  
encounter with God  
as we come together  

in worship. 

The Sacred Heart is among the most familiar and moving of Catholic devotional images. But its symbolism can also be strange. As 
we mark the Feast of the Sacred Heart, here is a look at the explanation behind some of the features of the Sacred Heart. 
The flames. 
The Sacred Heart most obviously brings to mind the Passion of Christ on the cross. There is the crown of thorns, the cross, usually 
atop the heart, and the wound from the spear that pierced His side. But why is the Sacred Heart always shown as if it’s on fire? 
That certainly did not happen at the crucifixion. 
There are three reasons behind this. First, we have to remember that Christ’s self-offering on the cross was the one-time perfect con-
summation of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament. This necessarily includes burnt offerings, which were the highest form of 
sacrifices in ancient Israel, according to The Jewish Encyclopedia. An early form of such sacrifices was what Abraham set out to 
do with Isaac, hence the wood he had his son collect beforehand. 
Second, fire is always associated with the essence of divinity in the Old Testament. Think back to the burning bush that spoke to 
Moses, the cloud of fire that settled on Sinai, and the flames from above that consumed the sacrifice of Elijah. This explana-
tion fits with the gospel account of the crucifixion, in which the piercing of Christ’s side revealed His heart at the same time that the 
curtain of the temple was torn, unveiling the holy of holies where God was present. 
Finally, the image of fire associated with heart represents Christ’s passionate love for humankind. One 19th-century French devo-
tional card has these words arched above the Sacred Heart—Voilà ce Cœur qui a tant aimé les hommes, which roughly translates to: 
“Here is the heart that loved men so much.” One traditional exclamation is, “Sacred Heart of Jesus, burning with love of us, inflame 
our hearts with love of Thee.” We see this actually happen in the gospels, where the disciples on the road to Emmaus realized that 
their hearts had been “burning” after their encounter with Jesus. (I’ve also previously written about the Sacred Heart and fire here.) 
The rays of light. 
Look closer at the image of the Sacred Heart. There is something else framing it besides the flames. They are rays of light. In John 
8:12, Christ declares that He is the “light of the world.” In Revelation 21:23, we are told that in the new Jerusalem at the end 
of times there will be no light from the sun or moon because the Lamb of God—that is, Jesus—will be its source of 
light. Light, like fire, is a symbol of divinity. Think of the Transfiguration and the blinding light that Paul experienced on the road to 
Damascus. As the light of the world, Christ is also the one who “enlightens” us, revealing God to us. The Sacred Heart constitutes 
the climax of divine self-revelation, showing us the depths of God’s love for us. (See also this source here, especially for other asso-
ciations with light.) 

The arrows. 
The crown of thorns and the spear make sense. But sometimes the Sacred Heart is also depicted with arrows. Again, that’s 
not something we find in the gospels. One explanation is that the arrow represents sin. This is reportedly what our Lord Himself 
said in a private revelation to St. Mary of St. Peter. (See here for more.) The arrow could also draw upon an ancient Roman met-
aphor for love, which, according to ancient myth, occurred when the god Cupid shot an arrow through the hearts of lovers (as this 
author points out). 

The crown of thorns. 
Unlike the arrows, the crown of thorns is reported in the gospels. But in traditional images it encircles the Sacred Heart, whereas in 
Scripture the crown was fixed to Jesus’ head. One traditional account offers this interpretation, describing those who are devoted to 
it: “They saw the crown transferred from His head to His heart; they felt that its sharp points had always pierced there; they 
understood that the Passion was the crucifixion of a heart” (The Heart of the Gospel: Traits of the Sacred Heart by Francis Pat-
rick Donnelly, published in 1911 by the Apostleship of Prayer). In other words, wrapping the crown around the heart emphasizes 
the fact that Christ felt His wounds to the depths of His heart. 

Moreover, after the resurrection, the crown of thorns becomes a crown of victory. Donnelly hints at this as well: “From the weap-
ons of His enemy, from cross and crown and opened Heart, our conquering leader fashioned a trophy which was the best testimony 
of His love.” In ancient gladiatorial contests, the victor was crowned. In the Revelation 19:12, Christ wears “many crowns” and 
believers who are victorious over sin and Satan will receive the “crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). 
Finally, according to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, the seventeenth French nun who helped start the devotion, the points of the thorns 
are the many individual sins of people, pricking the heart of Jesus. As she put it in a letter, recounting the personal vision she had 
received, “I saw this divine Heart as on a throne of flames, more brilliant than the sun and transparent as crystal. It had Its 
adorable wound and was encircled with a crown of thorns, which signified the pricks our sins caused Him.” 
The cross. 

The unique symbolism of the Sacred Heart 

The Sacred Heart most obviously brings to mind the Passion 
of Christ on the cross. But why is the Sacred Heart always 
shown as if it’s on fire? 



Like the thorns, the cross is both rooted in the gospels but also 
displayed in a way that does not follow them in every detail. 
There is almost an inversion of the crucifixion. In the gospels, 
Christ hung on the cross, His heart correspondingly dwarfed by 
its beams. But in images of the Sacred Heart, it is now enlarged 
and the cross has shrunk. Moreover, rather than the heart being 
nailed to the cross, the cross now seems ‘planted’ in the heart—
as St. Margaret Mary Alacoque put it—if to say to us that the 
entire reality of the crucifixion derives its meaning from 
and—cannot be understood apart from—the heart of Je-
sus. As Donnelly wrote, “The Heart [is] … forever supporting 
the weight of a Cross.” Truly, it is the heart of Jesus that makes 
the cross meaningful for us today. 

Mrs. Jessica Griswold  
St. Catherine School Principal 

15 Spots are available weekly for the Sunday Holy 
Mass.  These are reserved for you to participate from 
inside your car.  Please note: If you wish to sit in the  
reserved chairs, please do not reserve a parking spot.  
We request that all sitting in the chairs, sign-up on 
eventbright  www.stcmtz.org.  So that we can 
properly plan for communion and seating.   
Thank you. 

Happy Birthday Mary, Mother of God.   
 
This coming week we celebrate the Nativity of 
Mary. The date of September 8th was chosen based 
on the Eastern Church calendar because they begin 
their Church year in September. This date helped to 
determine the date of the feast of the Immaculate 
Concepcion (December 8th).  
 
The celebration of new life is always a sign of new 
hope in our world.  Tradition has it, that Mary’s par-
ents Anne and Joachim were praying for a child, 
Anne having been barren for some time. They were 
given the promise of a child who would advance 
God’s plan of salvation for the world. The birth of 
Mary brings hope in a truly magnificent way.  “If 
Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love; Mary 
is the foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has 
brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawn-
ing”. *1 
 
‘Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ 
saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine 
forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of 
the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of 
the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited 
from our first parents is changed.”’ *2   
 
Birthday celebrations for me are always a time of 
great joy, celebrating the special gift of each person.  
I look to the birthday of Mary, our Mother in this 
special way. In this time of hardship, fear and confu-
sion, the gift of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a sign of 
continued hope.  “Next to the birth of Jesus, Mary’s 
birth offers the greatest possible happiness to the 
world. Each time we celebrate her birth, we can 
confidently hope for an increase of peace in our 
hearts and in the world at large.” *3  
 
Let us take some time and honor Mary, celebrate her 
birth, and ask for her intercession.  Mary, Mother of 
God, will always lead us to her son Jesus and inspire 
in us the desire of salvation.  
Karen Glen  
(*Quotes from Franciscan Media–Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) 



 

READINGS & REFLECTIONS 
Join in the Weekly Scripture Reflection with the Clergy -Tuesdays  (via  ZOOM)   7– 8:15 PM   

Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 or 7 to be  connected to the link. 

Sunday, Sep 06, 2020  TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Strive for rugged interdependence 
Individualism—rugged or otherwise—has it perks. But what’s 
more rugged and infinitely more frui ul is the spirit of com-
munal interdependence. Jesus tells us not merely that there’s 
safety in numbers, but that Chris anity itself is in the balance. 
A loner Chris an simply can’t be found. Even a hermit lives in 
communion with the greater church. Our gathering hymn at 
the start of each Mass tells us why we come together, wheth-
er in person or online: because Jesus is present in the love 
that passes between us. Prac ce your Chris anity in all of 
your daily contacts. TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Romans 13:8-
10; Ma hew 18:15- 20 (127). “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
 
Monday, Sep 07, 2020 
Stand for work 
This year’s Labor Day is a difficult one for our country, with so 
many workers unemployed, underemployed, or employed in 
high-risk se ngs as a result of the pandemic. In these tough 

mes, let’s remember the church’s teachings on the dignity of 
work and workers. The U.S. bishops have stated, “All people 
have the right to economic ini a ve, to produc ve work, to 
just wages and benefits, to decent working condi ons, as well 
as to organize and join unions or other associa ons.” Stand 
up for workers’ rights today and every day. TODAY'S READINGS: 1 
Corinthians 5:1-8; Luke 6:6-11 (437). “Is it lawful to do good on the 
sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?” 
 
Tuesday, Sep 08, 2020 
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Find hope in Mary 
One of the most beau ful prayers of the Catholic Church,  The 
Litany of Loreto” dates back to the 1500s and uses poe c 
language to proclaim the many tles and symbols of Mary. 
One of those symbols—Mary as Morning Star—describes Our 
Lady’s rela onship to Jesus and her role in salva on history. 
Just as Earth’s morning star, Venus, emits the day’s first light 
ahead of the dawning of the sun, so too does the birth of 
Mary provide a glimmer of hope ahead of the birth of her son. 
Turn to Mary today with anything you might feel hopeless 
about.  TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; 
Ma hew 1:1-16, 18-23 (636). “Of her was born Jesus who is called 
the Christ.” 
 
Wednesday, Sep 09, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF PETER CLAVER, PRIEST 

Care about body and soul 
Saint Peter Claver (1581-1654) was a Spanish Jesuit mission-
ary to the Americas who preached the Good News by first 
caring for the physical needs of the people. When slave ships 
docked in the port city of Cartagena, Colombia, Claver came 
with food and medicines to care for the African people who 
survived the journey, because he believed that, “We must 
speak to them with our hands before we speak to them with  

our lips.” In four decades in Colombia, he bap zed more than 
300,000 people, proof perhaps that compassion borne of faith 
is the best means of evangeliza on. May compassion for eve-
ryone be the means of our own sainthood. TODAY'S READINGS: 1 
Corinthians 7:25-31; Luke 6:20-26 (439). “Blessed are you when peo-
ple hate you and when they exclude and insult you.” 
 
Thursday, Sep 10, 2020 
Bible banter 
While we may quote the Bible now and then, Catholics in gen-
eral are less likely to quote scripture than many Protestants, 
not because we don’t value scripture but because Catholics 
rely on tradi on and teaching alongside scripture. Individual 
Bible quotes tend to be emphasized less. Most believers will 
spend a life me coming to understand and embrace their faith 
deeply. Next me you read the Bible, see it as one more step 
on the journey to God. TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-
13; Luke 6:27-38 (440). “Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and 
gi s will be given to you.” 
 
Friday, Sep 11, 2020 
What would Jesus do? 
Religion has too o en been weaponized. Cri cism and even 
a acks on others are jus fied in the name of “God.” Many a 
“holy” war has been fought with li le understanding of a God 
who can be expressed as compassion, mercy, and love in many 
and varied ways across religious tradi ons. As Chris ans, we 
are called to measure our words and ac ons by the gospel of 
Jesus the Christ. This standard should guide our choices, 
whether confron ng injus ce, vo ng for poli cal leadership, 
or encountering a stranger. As we pause to remember the 
vic ms of 9/11 and other terrorist acts today, let’s pledge to 
resist all efforts to weaponize religion. How can love incarnate 
your en re being? TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27; 
Luke 6:39-42 (441). “Why do you no ce the splinter in your brother’s 
eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own?” 
 
Saturday, Sep 12, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF MARY 

Your litany of personal saints 
Tony in West Side Story wasn’t the first to sing the name of his 
beloved, and the word “Maria” barely contains his wonder. 
One of the first words heard by newborns is their name, rever-
ently whispered by parents. What name best will fit this li le 
person? Throughout scripture, names carry significance: from 
John the Bap st to Cephas/Peter to Jesus at the burial site 
calling Mary Magdalene a er his Resurrec on. So is it any sur-
prise that those who revere the Virgin Mary have cherished 
her name for centuries? Take a moment to create a list of 
names, your personal litany of people who have nourished or 
inspired you. Then pray it in thanksgiving for them. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Luke 6:43-49 (442). “No 
good tree bears bad fruit . . . for each tree is known by its own 
fruit.” 
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