
LITURGY SCHEDULE   

 

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
Martinez, California 

 SUNDAY MASSES REQUIRE ON-LINE REGISTRATION 
 

SATURDAY:  8:00 AM  - INDOOR / LIVESTREAMED           SATURDAY VIGIL MASS:  4:30 PM - INDOOR 
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM  - INDOOR / LIVESTREAMED   
               11:00 AM  - OUTDOOR MASS- LIVESTREAMED  Radio Transmitted on 103.5 FM 
  1:00 PM  -  SPANISH MASS  - INDOOR 
           

ADORATION- TBD (Private Prayer available after weekday daily mass) Please call the office for access.  
  
DAILY ROSARY:  Monday - Saturday  7:30 AM   RECONCILIATION:  7:15– 7:45 AM Daily (M-F)  
DAILY MASS:  8:00 AM   - Indoor and Livestreamed   Saturday:  3:00-4:00 PM  
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: 8:30 AM     Sunday:  10:10-10:40 AM (Preschool courtyard)



 
PARISH OFFICE:  (925) 228 - 2230   
                  FAX:  (925) 228 - 1318 

 
Fr. Michael Nufable, Ext 6 
Parochial Administrator   

frmiken@stcmtz.org 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

CHURCH LOCATION:  
606 Mellus Street, Martinez, CA  

 

PARISH OFFICE/CENTER & MAILING ADDRESS: 
1125 Ferry Street 
Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
                    

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stcmtz.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
      CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - 

Sylvia Lloren    Ext. 1       
Office Administrator/Sacramental Coordinator/
Communications   
sylvial@stcmtz.org   
 
Troy Killorn    Ext. 3      
Director of Music Ministry / Maintenance Manager 
troyk@stcmtz.org 
 
Karen Glen     Ext.  4     
Bookkeeper / Safe Environment Coordinator / RCIA 
kareng@stcmtz.org 
   
Andrea Watkins   Ext. 5     
Director Religious Education  (K-8)   
Family Sunday Faith Formation Ministry 
andreaw@stcmtz.org       

 
Deacon Albert Dizon      Ext. 7    
dcnalbertd@stcmtz.org 
 
Deacon David Holland    Ext. 7    
dcndaveh@stcmtz.org 
 
Paul & Jennifer Holland   Ext. 8  
Co-coordinators,  Confirmation Ministry 
paulh@stcmtz.org & jennyh@stcmtz.org      
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

ST. CATHERINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Jessica Griswold, Principal   
jgriswold@csdo.org  
SCHOOL K-8: 604 Mellus Street,  
  Martinez, CA 94553 
TELEPHONE:  925-228-4140  
FAX:   925-228-0697 
OFFICE HOURS: TBD 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://school.stcatherinemartinez.com 
ST. CATHERINE PRE-SCHOOL   925-229-2255  
Mea Auld, Pre-School Director     mauld@csdo.org 
            scpreschool@comcast.net 
PRE-SCHOOL LOCATION:1125 Ferry Street, Martinez, CA 

 
PARISH & SCHOOL STAFF 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Before serving or continuing in your 
ministry or organization, please complete the Diocesan required Safe 
Environment for Children Project Training @ www.virtusonline.org  

“Let’s stay connected” via one of our 
many social media platforms:  

 
 Parish Website: www.stcmtz.org 
 
 Bulletin Submission email: 
   stcathmtz@yahoo.com 
Submissions are due no later than 12PM 
every Friday for the following Sunday. 

  Exception: Early Holiday Deadlines 
  
Example: Due April 16th for the April 25th bulletin 
 
 
 Facebook:  
 https://OfficialStCatherineofSienaChurch 
 
  
 
Myparishapp:  
 Please download: myparishapp to your 
phones.  

Step 1. Text App to number 88202.  
Step 2. Download the app via the link. 
Step 3. Search for St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Martinez.  
Step 4. Now stay connected!  
Step 5. Share with others, you know.  
            Go to the menu, click share, and choose  
            who you want to share!  

The Mass schedule update as of 4-9-2021  
8:00 AM Daily Mass (Mon-Sat. Indoor -Livestreamed) 

 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

for Saturday Vigil and  
Sunday, Holy Masses  

   
  4:30 PM Saturday, Vigil Mass (Indoor)  
  8:30 AM Sunday, Mass (Indoor - Livestreamed) 
11:00 AM Sunday, Mass (Outdoor - Livestreamed) 
• Communion will continue to be provided for 15 

minutes after the Mass in front of the church.  
• Both Pedestrian and Vehicle registration available.   
1:00 PM Sunday, Spanish Mass (Indoor) 

 Please continue to sign up via:  
Eventbrite or on our Parish Website. 

  The link is also available through MyparishApp 
message and/or our Facebook page.  

COURTESY REMINDER 
Please  register your vehicle to park in the upper 
parking lot. Vehicle registrations are intended for 
you and your family to remain inside your vehicle.  

Not for parking your car and sitting outside.  
 

Thank you for understanding and cooperation. 



From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator 

"Day In and Day Out, For The Greater Glory of God" 
 "Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure" – St. Pope John Paul II.  

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Are you Registered with our Parish?  Has your family status changed?  If you would like to register or update your 
current family information with the Parish, you may do so with our new on-line form located on our website, 
www.stcmtz.org or call the office, and we can help you with any update.  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Healing plays a considerable role in our society. We spend billions on healthcare, and rightly so. Like 
our physical health, our spiritual health also needs attention. Throughout the Gospels, healing is one of the sig-
nificant characteristics of Jesus’ ministry. Some are recalled in detail, others noted. Yet all these healings are 
signs of the kingdom of God. Here in Christ, God comes forth into our world in a new and dynamic way, ful-
filling his promises and even at times turning the laws of nature upside down.  
           Today, we understand this ministry of spiritual healing passed to the Eleven through the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Our Gospel passage today is the scriptural basis for the sacrament of reconciliation. John tells us that 
Jesus appears to the Eleven as they hid in the Upper Room. One can imagine the stale air and overpowering 
smell in a room shut away from the world. But Jesus appears among them like a fresh breeze filling the house, 
displacing that thick air of fear, gently blowing away the dust of disappointment and propelling the disciples 
to forgiveness and healing.  
           In this moment of encounter and empowerment, the Apostles are given a sacred responsibility to share 
God’s healing and forgiveness with others. They are now carriers of God’s promises and have the power to 
heal physically and spiritually in Christ’s name. What they say about the risen Christ is no mere fantasy or de-
lusion. They witnessed his death and Resurrection, and now they bear witness to his risen glory – becoming 
instruments of the very mercy and forgiveness that Jesus so abundantly and generously bestows on all who 
follow him.  
John then shows us how Thomas receives this life-changing mercy. Thomas finds it hard to believe what the 
other disciples tell him, and so Jesus stands before him and shows him his wounds: he gently takes Thomas 
from doubt to faith. Using his own words, Jesus hooks us one of the grand declarations of faith – My Lord and 
my God. At that moment, Thomas is both healed and changed – healed of his grief and pain, changed from 
doubt to belief.  
           The need for that mercy and healing is just as great today as in the first century. Perhaps that is why 
Saint Pope John Paul II declared today to be Divine Mercy Sunday. At the heart of our faith is this recognition 
that we need the risen Christ; we need his healing and, above all, his steadfast mercy. Without these, we are 
lost, still in our sins – unable to be reconciled with God. As we continue to celebrate the Resurrection, let us 
each open our hearts to that healing and then commit ourselves to be channels of that healing in our words and 
actions this coming week.  
           My continued prayers for you during this Easter Season, and my gratitude to you for praying with us 
today.   
 
In Christ,  
Fr. Mike  



Sec SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY  

 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish follows Jesus by  

welcoming all, sharing our gifts, and giving glory to God. 

Entrance: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Let the Holy Anthem Rise       HOLY ANTHEM 
 
1. Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the holy anthem rise, and the 

choirs of heaven chant it in the temple of the skies; 
Let the mountains skip with gladness, And the joyful 
valleys ring With hosannas in the highest to our Sav-
ior and our King! 

 
2. Alleluia! Alleluia! Like the sun from out the wave,   
He has risen up in triumph from the darkness of the grave. 
He's the splendor of the nations, He's the lamp of endless 
day; He's the very Lord of glory who is risen up today! 
 
3. Alleluia! Alleluia! Blessed Jesus, make us rise From 
the life of this corruption to the life that never dies. May 
your glory be our portion, When the days of time are past, 
And the dead shall be awakened by the trumpet's mighty 
blast! 
 
Penitential Act:   
 
Glory to God in the Highest... 
 
First Reading:                             Acts 4: 32-35  
 
The community of believers was of one heart and 
mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions 
was his own, but they had everything in common.  
With great power the apostles bore witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus,  and great favor was 
accorded them all.  There was no needy person 
among them, for those who owned property or hous-
es would sell them, bring the proceeds of the sale, 
and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they 
were distributed to each according to need. 
 
Psalm:                            118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
R.  (1) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his 
love is everlasting. 
Second Reading                           1 John 5:1-6 
 
Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ is begotten by God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves also the one begotten by him. In this 
way we know that we love the children of God when  

we love God and obey his commandments. For the 
love of God is this, that we keep his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. And 
the victory that conquers the world is our faith. Who 
indeed is the victor over the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one 
who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
by water alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit is 
the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:    John 20:29  
 
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
You believe in me Thomas, because you have seen 
me, says the Lord; blessed are those who have not 
seen me, but still believe! R 
 
Gospel                            John 20: 19-31 
The Lord be with you.  
And with your spirit. 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when 
the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 
midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained.”  
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disci-
ples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands and put my finger into the nail marks 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although 
the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and  



1. You have called us each by name in your great compassion, 
encompassing our failings with mercy. God of mercy, lead us.  
 
2. Slow to anger, rich in love, you bestow forgiveness. May we, 
in turn, forgive those who harm us. God of mercy, lead us. 
 
© 2015, Ricky Manalo, CSP and Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All 
rights reserved. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.   
Heaven  and earth are Full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
We Proclaim your death O Lord, and profess your 
resurrection until you come again.  
 
Great Amen  

 
The Lord’s Prayer / Sign of Peace 
 
Lamb of God  
 
Communion:   
 
Lord, I am not worthy  
That you should enter under my roof,  
But only say the word  
And my soul shall be healed 
 
In the Breaking of the Bread                       Bob Hurd 
Refrain 
In the breaking of the bread we have known him; 
we have been fed. Jesus the stranger, Jesus the 
Lord, be our companion;  be our hope. 
 
1. Bread for the journey, strength for our years, manna of 
ages, of struggle and tears. Cup of salvation,  fruit of the 
land, bless and receive now, the work of our hands. R. 
 
2. Bread of the promise,  people of hope, wine of compas-
sion, life for the world. Gathered at table, joined as his 
body sealed in the Spirit, sent by the Word. R. 
Text: Based on Luke 24:18–35; Acts 2:42. Text © 1987, Bob Hurd and Michael Downey. Music © 1984, 
1987, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:The Day of Resurrection 
 
1. The day of resurrection! Earth, spread the news abroad; The 
Paschal feast of gladness, The Paschal feast of God.  
From death to life eternal, From earth to heaven's height Our 
Savior Christ has brought us, The glorious Lord of Light.  
 
4. Now let the heav'ns be joyful, And earth her song begin; The 
whole world keep high triumph And all that is therein;  
Let all things in creation Their notes of gladness blend, For 
Christ the Lord is risen, Our joy that has no end. 
 
Text: 76 76 D; vss. 1, 2, 4, St. John of Damascus, 8th cent:, tr. by John M. Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Vs. 3 © 1972, John Dunn. All rights reserved. Music: Gesangbuch der Herzogl, Wir-

said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to  
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,  
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and 
do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas an-
swered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.” Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book.  But these are 
written that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that through this 
belief you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord:    
 Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ  

Profession of Faith 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
(At the words that follow, up to and including ”and  became 
man,” all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glori-
fied, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Presentation of the Gifts:  
God of Mercy              Ricky Manalo CSP/Bob Hurd 
Refrain 
God of mercy, holy myst’ry, ever faithful one, you have 
pitched your tent among us, reconciling love. Heart and 
mind of Christ, live within our lives, form us into people 
of mercy and grace.  



 
April 29th at 7 PM.  

 
Come and pray the  

Rosary with our  
Hispanic Community. 
Every last Thursday of 
each month in front of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
shrine     

“All are invited”. 
Don’t forget  

to bring a chair. 

St. Catherine of Siena 
Novena 

April 20th -  28th  
(following Daily Mass) 

The Novena will be prayed 
with the Rosary before the 
Daily Mass at 7:30 am. The 
worship aid can be found on 

the parish website 
www.stcmtz.org                

resource page under                       
Prayer and Devotions  



Consecration to St. Joseph means that you make a formal 
act of filial entrustment to your spiritual father so that he 
can take care of your  spiritual well-being and lead you 
to God.   
 
If you have already consecrated yourself to the Virgin 
Mary, you can still be consecrated to St. Joseph. Mary is 
your spiritual mother, and St. Joseph is your spiritual fa-
ther. Jesus wants you to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph! 
The hearts of Jesus, Mary, and St. Joseph are one.  
 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW- The preparation and conse-
cration takes 33 days. Our next group will begin on Sun-
day April 11th from 9:45- 10:45 in the Church. We 
meet for five Sundays at the same time. Consecration will 
take place on Thursday May 13th, The Feast Day of Our 
Lady of Fatima.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED... you 
must sign up on Eventbrite 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/consecration-to-st-joseph-
tickets-148093161633   
(SPACE IS LIMITED) or call or text Cindy Buscaglia at 
(925) 787-8396 cindyb@stcmtz.org 
BOOKS WILL BE PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE 
ON SUNDAY APRIL 11th.  

 

“Support Our Police” 
Rosary Rally on April 17 

Please join the Rosary Rally in support of the police 
on Saturday, April 17, at noon. Our nation is in great 
need of public prayer, repentance, and conversion. 
Our police needs prayers. We ask God to save Amer-
ica through the Rosary of His Most Holy Mother. 
Please join us in praying for our nation.  
 
The local public square rosary rally will occur at the 
park on Henrietta Street (across from the Martinez 
Police Department) on Saturday, April 17 at noon. 
Please wear a mask and social distance at the rally.  
 
Please contact Iris Owens at 925-957-6472 for more 
information. 



 

DISCIPLESHIP 
To empower a community  
of Christian people walking  

together as disciples of Jesus in 
order to share His good news. 

Mass Intentions for the 2021 calendar year are 
now being accepted. Please fill out the form 
located on our website: WWW.STCMTZ.ORG  

mail or drop off at the office. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
To create a culture  
in the parish rooted  

in gratitude and  
generosity. 

 
If you are looking for a ways to help our parish, here are 
a few options:  
1) On-line Giving: www.stcmtz.org 
 
 
2)    My parish App:   
  CLICK on the “giving icon” 
 
3)    Diocesan Support for the Parishes 
       Go to the Diocese of Oakland home page 
  CLICK on the Giving tab 
  Select the Parish Support option 
    h ps://www.oakdiocese.org/parish-support 

 
WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

March 28, 2021    ONLINE 
Weekly Offering:      $4,330.00 $2,130.00 
CRS:   $   100.00 $    50.00 
Easter Flowers:   $    50.00 
School Scholarship:   $  170.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $     50.00 $    40.00 
Maintenance:    $    80.00 

 
 

April 4, 2021     ONLINE 
Weekly Offering:      $6,222.00 $3,197.00 
Easter Offering:  $3,112.00 $  885.00 
Easter Flowers:   $    63.00 
Holy Thursday: $   456.00 $    70.00 
Good Friday:  $   747.00 
CRS:   $     20.00 
Peter’s Pence:    $    65.00 
School Scholarship:   $  105.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $   50.00 $  285.00 
Maintenance:    $    35.00 

 
Thank you for your continued  

support both spiritual and financial. 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

SAT 4/10 8:00  Int. Ming Emperador - Birthday 
  4:30  Int. Italian Catholic Federation 
SUN 4/11 8:30  McLoughlin & Curtin Families†  
            11:00  Int. St. Catherine Parishioners 
  1:00  Gregorio Montes† 
MON 4/12  8:00  Vilma Costa† 
TUES 4/13   8:00  Cardenas & Polina Families† 
WED 4/14 8:00  Int. St. Catherine School Families  
THUR 4/15   8:00  Int. Marie Irene del Rosario 
FRI 4/16 8:00  Frances Ferranti†  
SAT 4/17 8:00  Rusty Rupp† 
  4:30  Rodolfo Ayalde† 
SUN 4/18 8:30  Int. St. Catherine Parishioners  
            11:00  Rose Delchini† 
  1:00  Souls in Purgatory† 

St. Catherine Parish  
offers deepest sympathy and prayers for 
the families and, the repose of the soul of all 

who entered into eternal life. 
John Divizich,   Maria Morales,  Carl Fank 

Victims of  the Coronavirus  

Catholic Home Missions Appeal - 2nd Collection 
April 25, 2021 

 
What is a “Home Mission” Diocese? 
Home mission dioceses are those Catholic dioceses in the 
United States, its territories, and former territories that 
cannot provide basis pastoral services without outside 
help.  Basic pastoral services include Mass, the sacra-
ments, religious education, and ministry training for 
priests, deacons, religious sisters, and laypeople. Right 
now, over 40% of dioceses in the United States and its 
territories are considered home missions.  

The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
St. Catherine of Siena Conference, wish to thank all 
those who contributed to our Knights of Columbus 
Lenten "40 Cans for 40 Days" drive.  Thanks to the 
Knights for organizing the food collection and the 
distribution.  With your continued generosity of    
donations and time, we are able to sustain our assis-
tance to our local neighbors in need.  
We are Easter people!   
(925) 788-7409 St. Vincent de Paul 
or  (925) 228-2230 Ext. 1004.  



 



 

James Harrison 

David Castro 
Noemi Perez 

Valeria Higueria 

Kelly Morris 
Elizabeth Orozco 



 

READINGS & REFLECTIONS 

Join in the Weekly Scripture  
Reflection with the Clergy-Tuesdays   

(via  ZOOM)   7– 8:15 PM   
Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 

or 7 to be connected to the link. 

Sunday, Apr 11, 2021 
SOLEMNITY OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER; DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Hold onto the holy memories 
It’s unlikely that those who survive the pandemic will look back 
on these days with much nostalgia. Sickness and loss, fear and 
division, stress and isola on: The consequences will be with us 
for a genera on. Yet emerging from the tragedy were also in-
stances of humanity, decency, and heroism that echoed the 

me of the first apostles. We’ve shared food, masks, infor-
ma on, errands, toilet paper, songs. We’ve gathered on balco-
nies and in virtual rooms. We’ve found ways to pray and to 
encourage. This Divine Mercy Sunday, give thanks for those 
who have helped you through this and every crisis. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31 (44). “No one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in 
common.” 
 
Monday, Apr 12, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY 

Stand with those who stood for you 
Though you may not remember it, your Bap sm was an ex-
tremely important day in your life—the beginning of your life 
in Christ. Your godparents represented you that day, speaking 
on your behalf if you were a baby. Perhaps later you became a 
godparent to others. Whether you’re s ll close or have dri ed 
apart over me, reach out to your godparents or godchildren 
and reminisce about that day. Talk about the role you have 
played in each other’s spiritual life and pray together for deep-
ening conversion. Promise to keep on praying for each other in 
our ever-growing iden ty as children of God. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 (267). “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” 
 
Tuesday, Apr 13, 2021 MEMORIAL OF MARTIN I, POPE, MARTYR 

The dilemma of indifference 
The Eastern Church began exploring monothele sm, the no-

on that Jesus had only a divine will, despite being both hu-
man and divine, in the 600s. Pope Mar n I issued a reprimand, 
opposing this heresy. This angered the Eastern emperor, who 
had the sickly Mar n dragged to Constan nople for trial. The 
pon ff was beaten, starved, and exiled, leading to his death. 
But Mar n also blamed a Western Church that never came to 
his rescue. “I am surprised at the indifference,” he wrote, of 
“those who belong to the church of Saint Peter.” Ask for Mar-

n’s intercession today, for all who suffer indifference. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15 (268). “The community of believ-
ers was of one heart and mind.” 
 
Wednesday, Apr 14, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY 

Let your life be your witness 
How do you live your faith? Some days may be harder than 
others, but rarely, if ever nowadays, will the effort to be a 
faithful follower of Jesus land someone in jail or cost them 
their life. Yet that was the fate of the early disciples who insist-
ed on proclaiming the stories of Jesus’ life, death, and rising. 
There are 20th-century martyrs as well (Blessed Stanley Roth-
er, Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, the martyrs of El Salvador 
among others), but faith calls  all of us to kindness to all peo-
ple, fairness in the face of injus ce, trust in God’s promised  

Spirit, and a constant willingness to see the face of God in our  
neighbors. Do people recognize you as a follower of Jesus by 
the way you live? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21 (269). “The men 
whom you put in prison are in the temple area and are teaching the people.” 
 
Thursday, Apr 15, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY 

Be up to the tax at hand 
Taxes are due today, an obliga on that few people savor and yet 
all of us rely on. Catholics can feel proud to promote the common 
good by paying taxes for schools, roads, parks, healthcare, and 
other social benefits. In their pastoral le er, Economic Jus ce for 
All, the U.S. bishops go even further, saying: “The tax system 
should be con nually evaluated in terms of its impact on the poor.” 
If you feel disheartened by the paperwork or the cost of taxes, take 
heart that despite any flaws in the system, taxes help build the 
commonwealth. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36 (270). “The Father loves the Son 
and has given everything over to him.” 
 
Friday, Apr 16, 2021 EASTER WEEKDAY 

A God of his word 
Poor communica on is the main reason rela onships fail. If it 
isn’t clear what is being promised, then it is easy to become 
disillusioned when expecta ons aren’t met. People who lose 
faith in God o en point to God’s untrustworthiness: They 
asked for something and didn’t receive it. Hence, they con-
clude that God is not to be trusted. But remember the promise 
of God is love. Look around; wherever you see love—even a 
love lost—you see God’s promise fulfilled. As Saint Augus ne 
put it: “What does love look like? It has the hands to help oth-
ers. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes 
to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and 
sorrows of others.” Help embody God’s love today. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 (271). “This is truly the Prophet, the 
one who is to come into the world.” 
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Call a deacon 
The word “deacon” is derived from the Greek word diákonos, 
meaning “one who serves at table,” found in today’s first read-
ing. The office of deacon endured for several centuries a er its 
origin in Acts. But eventually the diaconate was reduced to a 
temporary stage of ordina on to the priesthood. A er Va can 
II the permanent diaconate was revived. Today many men, 
most married although some single, enter the diaconate 
through the sacrament of Holy Orders. They serve their parish-
es and assist their pastors in many ways both social and liturgi-
cal. Perhaps you know someone who would make a good deacon. 
Give him a call. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 (272). “It is not right for 
us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.” 
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