
 

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
Martinez, California 

SATURDAY:  8:00 AM  - INDOOR / LIVESTREAMED           SATURDAY VIGIL MASS:  4:30 PM - INDOOR 
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM  - INDOOR / LIVESTREAMED   
      UPDATE:  10:00 AM  - OUTDOOR MASS   (Drive-thru Communion after Mass)  103.5 FM 
  1:00 PM  -  SPANISH MASS  - INDOOR 
           

ADORATION- TBD (Private Prayer available after weekday daily mass) Please call the office for access.   
DAILY ROSARY:  Monday - Saturday  7:30 AM    
DAILY MASS:  8:00 AM   - Indoor and Livestreamed   RECONCILIATION:  7:15– 7:45 AM Daily (M-F)   
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: 8:30 AM     Saturday:  3:00-4:00 PM    

LITURGY SCHEDULE   



 
PARISH OFFICE:  (925) 228 - 2230   
                  FAX:  (925) 228 - 1318 

 
Fr. Michael Nufable, Ext 6 
Parochial Administrator   

frmiken@stcmtz.org 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

CHURCH LOCATION:  
606 Mellus Street, Martinez, CA  

 

PARISH OFFICE/CENTER & MAILING ADDRESS: 
1125 Ferry Street 
Martinez, CA 94553-1720 
                    

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stcmtz.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 
      CLOSED ON WEEKENDS 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - 

Sylvia Lloren    Ext. 1       
Office Administrator/Sacramental Coordinator/
Communications   
sylvial@stcmtz.org   
 
Troy Killorn    Ext. 3      
Director of Music Ministry / Maintenance Manager 
troyk@stcmtz.org 
 
Karen Glen     Ext.  4     
Bookkeeper / Safe Environment Coordinator / RCIA 
kareng@stcmtz.org 
   
Andrea Watkins   Ext. 5     
Director Religious Education  (K-8)   
Family Sunday Faith Formation Ministry 
andreaw@stcmtz.org       

 
Deacon Albert Dizon      Ext. 7    
dcnalbertd@stcmtz.org 
 
Deacon David Holland    Ext. 7    
dcndaveh@stcmtz.org 
 
Paul & Jennifer Holland   Ext. 8  
Co-coordinators,  Confirmation Ministry 
paulh@stcmtz.org & jennyh@stcmtz.org      
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

ST. CATHERINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Jessica Griswold, Principal   
jgriswold@csdo.org  
SCHOOL K-8: 604 Mellus Street,  
  Martinez, CA 94553 
TELEPHONE:  925-228-4140  
FAX:   925-228-0697 
OFFICE HOURS: TBD 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: http://school.stcatherinemartinez.com 
ST. CATHERINE PRE-SCHOOL   925-229-2255  
Mea Auld, Pre-School Director     mauld@csdo.org 
            scpreschool@comcast.net 
PRE-SCHOOL LOCATION:1125 Ferry Street, Martinez, CA 

 
PARISH & SCHOOL STAFF 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Before serving or continuing in your 
ministry or organization, please complete the Diocesan required Safe 
Environment for Children Project Training @ www.virtusonline.org  

“Let’s stay connected” via one of our 
many social media platforms:  

 
 Parish Website: www.stcmtz.org 
 
 Bulletin Submission email: 
 stcathmtz@yahoo.com 
Submissions are due no later than 12PM 
every Friday for the following Sunday. 

  Exception: Early Holiday Deadlines 
  
 Facebook:  
 https://OfficialStCatherineofSienaChurch 
 
 Myparishapp:  
 Please download: myparishapp to your 
phones.  

Step 1. Text App to number 88202.  
Step 2. Download the app via the link. 
Step 3. Search for St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Martinez.  
Step 4. Now stay connected!  
Step 5. Share with others, you know.  
            Go to the menu, click share, and choose  
            who you want to share!  

Mass Schedule Update As of  5-4-2021  
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

for Saturday Vigil and Sunday, Holy Masses  
   

  EFFECTIVE 5/16/2021 
Due to the change of weather our 11 AM outdoor 

Mass has been moved to 10 AM.   
 
 10:00 AM Sunday, Mass (Outdoor) 
• Communion will continue to be provided for 15 

minutes after the Mass in front of the church.  
• Both Pedestrian and Vehicle registration available.   
 
 1:00 PM Sunday, Spanish Mass (Indoor) 

 Please continue to sign up via:  
Eventbrite or on our Parish Website. 

  The link is also available through MyparishApp 
message and/or our Facebook page.  

COURTESY REMINDER 
Please  register your vehicle to park in the upper 
parking lot. Vehicle registrations are intended for 
you and your family to remain inside your vehicle.  
Not for parking your car and sitting outside.  
 
Thank you for understanding and cooperation. 



From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator 

"Day In and Day Out, For The Greater Glory of God" 
 "Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure" – St. Pope John Paul II.  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
     What gives joy? The beauties of nature, surely. And children. How Jesus rejoiced when little children 
climbed onto his lap! And what joy he felt when he healed people. 
However, the most profound source of Jesus’ joy was his loving relationship with his heavenly Father. Jesus 
tells us that wherever he might go, whatever he might do, he remains in his Father’s loving embrace. 
      Jesus wants us to have this joy, too. He tells us this in today’s Gospel: I have told you this that my joy may 
be in you and your joy might be complete. And he adds: Remain in my love. How? Jesus explains at once: If 
you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love. 
      What is the commandment above all that Jesus is talking about? He tells us: Love one another as I love 
you. Jesus explains the kind of love he is talking about: not just a warm feeling, but an active being. A costly 
love that gives and goes on giving. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
That is what Jesus did for us. That is what he asks us to do for one another. 
      In the First Letter of John, we hear this same message. Let us love one another, John says, because love is 
of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. And God revealed this love to us through the 
complete offering of himself, in the form of his Son, so that we would come to know God, love God and have 
life in God. Who wouldn’t find joy in experiencing that kind of life-giving 
love? 
       Saying that love is the basis of Christian joy does not mean that love is easy. Loving others is difficult at 
times. Not in the sense of how we feel and whether we “like” them, but because of the selflessness and sacri-
fice it demands of us. And yet, it is precisely these demands that give love its joy: for the more, we give of 
ourselves in love, the more room we make in ourselves for God who is nothing but love. 
      To love is to ultimately will the good of another; to desire nothing other than another’s flourishing and 
growth in virtue. Let us pray for the grace to do and be as God asks of us, and may the Eucharist, the tangible 
presence of God’s unfailing love for us, transform us with that grace. 
 
     As we continue to journey in faith, especially during May, we ask that our Blessed Mother Mary intercedes 
for us. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Mike 



Sec SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish follows Jesus by  

welcoming all, sharing our gifts, and giving glory to God. 

Entrance:  In Christ There Is No East or West  
McKEE / John Oxenham 
 
1. In Christ there is no east or west, In him no south 
or north; But one great fam‘ly bound by love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2. In him shall true hearts ev‘rywhere Their high 
communion find; His service is the golden cord 
Close-binding humankind. 
 
3. Join hands, disciples in the faith, Whate‘er your 
race may be! Who serve each other in Christ‘s love 
Are surely kin to me. 
 
4. In Christ now meet both east and west, 
In him meet south and north; All Christly souls are 
one in him, Throughout the whole wide earth.  
Text: CM; Galatians 3:28; John Oxenham, 1852–1941. Music: 
Spiritual; adapted by  Harry T. Burleigh, 1866–1949. 
 
Penitential Act:   
 
Glory to God in the Highest... 
 
First Reading:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48  
When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling 
at his feet, paid him homage.  Peter, however, raised 
him up, saying, “Get up. I myself am also a human 
being.” Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In 
truth, I see that God shows no partiality.  Rather, in 
every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly 
is acceptable to him.” While Peter was still speaking 
these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the word. The circumcised believers who 
had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on 
the Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking 
in tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter respond-
ed, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even 
as we have?” He ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

Psalm:                     98:1, 2-3, 3-4  
R.  The Lord has revealed to the nations his  
       saving pow’r  
 
Second Reading               1 John 4: 7-10   
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of 
God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and 
knows God. Whoever is without love does not know 
God, for God is love. In this way the love of God 
was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might have life through him. In this 
is love: not that we have loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation:     John 14:23 
 
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
 
Whoever lover me will keep my word, says the 
Lord, and my Father will love him and we will come 
to him.   
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
 
Gospel                   John 15: 9-17 
 
The Lord be with you.   
And with your spirit. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, 
so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and re-
main in his love.   
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and your joy might be complete.  This is my com-
mandment: love one another as I love you.  No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  I no longer call you slaves, because 
a slave does not know what his master is doing.  



 Profession of Faith 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Only Begotten Son of God, 
 born of the Father before all ages. 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us men and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
(At the words that follow, up to and including ”and  became 
man,” all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
 he suffered death and was buried, 
 and rose again on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
the giver of life,  who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son,  who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.   
Heaven  and earth are Full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
We Proclaim your death O Lord, and profess your 
resurrection until you come again.  
 
Great Amen  

 
The Lord’s Prayer / Sign of Peace 
 
Lamb of God  
 
Communion:      
Lord, I am not worthy  
That you should enter under my roof,  
But only say the word  
And my soul shall be healed 
 
Communion:    Ubi Caritas              Bob Hurd 
 
Estribillo (en Latín)  
Ubi caritas est vera, est vera:  Deus ibi est, Deus ibi 
est. 
Verses 
1. The love of Christ joins us together. Let us rejoice in 
him, and in our love and care for all now love God in re-
turn. 
 
2. In true communion let us gather. May all divisions 
cease and in their place be Christ the Lord, our risen 
Prince of Peace. 
 
3. May we who gather at this table to share the bread of 
life become a sacrament of love, 
your healing touch, O Christ.  
 
4. For those in need make us your mercy, 
for those oppressed, your might. Make us, your Church, a 
holy sign of justice and new life. 
 
Text: Magnificat; based on Luke 1:46–55. Text and music © 1977, Mil-
dred F. Rieth. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father.  It was not 
you who chose me, but I who chose you and appoint-
ed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give 
you. This I command you: love one another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Presentation of the Gifts:  
Come to the Water                 John Foley SJ 
 
1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. And 
let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without price.  Why should you pay 
the price,  except for the Lord? 
 
2. And let all who seek,  let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the 
Lord: without money, without strife. Why should you 
spend your life, except for the Lord?  

3. And let all who toil, let them come to the water. And 
let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord: all 
who labor, without rest. How can your soul find rest, 
except for the Lord? 
 
4. And let all the poor, let them come to the water, 
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the 
Lord: bring the children without might. Easy the load 
and light: come to the Lord. 
 
Text: Based on Isaiah 55:1–2; Matthew 11:28–30.  Text and music © 1978, 
John B.  Foley, S.J., and OCP. All rights reserved. 



Sending:  Mary's Song                  Millie Rieth 
 
1. My soul doth glory in your love, O Lord. My soul doth 
glory in your love, O Lord. For you gazed on your servant 
with compassion, And you reached out and took me by 
the hand. 
 
2. Great are you, God, and holy is your name. Your mercy 
reaches to the end of time. Ah,  the lowly you raise to the  
 

heavens, And the proud-hearted have no part with you. 
 
3. Ah, how you fill the hungry with your love. With emp-
ty hands the rich are sent away. You will always be mind-
ful of your mercy, As you promised your people long ago. 
 
4. My soul doth glory in your love, O Lord. My soul doth 
glory in your glory, O Lord. For you smiled on your serv-
ant with compassion, And you reached out and took me 
by the hand. 



 

DISCIPLESHIP 
To empower a community  
of Christian people walking  

together as disciples of Jesus in 
order to share His good news. 

If you would like to request a Mass Intention 
for the 2021 calendar year please fill out the 

form located on our website: W.STCMTZ.ORG  
then, mail or drop off at the office. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
To create a culture  
in the parish rooted  

in gratitude and  
generosity. 

 
If you are looking for a ways to help our parish, here are 
a few options:  
1) On-line Giving: www.stcmtz.org 
 
 
2)    My parish App:   
  CLICK on the “giving icon” 
 
3)    Diocesan Support for the Parishes 
       Go to the Diocese of Oakland home page 
  CLICK on the Giving tab 
  Select the Parish Support option 
    h ps://www.oakdiocese.org/parish-support 

 
St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish’s goal this year is 
$23,000. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

SAT 5/8 8:00  Int. William Broussard - Birthday 
  4:30  Int. Sandra Hall and  Int. Teresa Poirier 
SUN 5/9 8:30  Int. St. Catherine Parishioners  
            11:00  Dolores Cardenas & Julia Polina† 
  1:00  Maria Morales† 
MON 5/10  8:00  Int. Brian Lloren - Birthday 
TUES 5/11  8:00  Int. Rosemary Cook - Birthday 
WED 5/12 8:00  Int. St. Catherine School Families  
THUR 5/13   8:00  Int. St. Catherine’s Parish Staff 
FRI 5/14 8:00  Int. Mike Foot  
SAT 5/15 8:00  Mary Weimers† 
  4:30  Rodolfo Ayalde† 
SUN 5/16 7:00  Debbie Pelizzari - Birthday 
  8:30  McLoughlin & Curtin Families† 
             11:00  Int. St. Catherine Parishioners  
  1:00  Souls in Purgatory † 

 
St. Catherine Parish  

offers deepest sympathy and prayers for 
the families and, the repose of the soul of all 

who entered into eternal life. 
Victims of  the Coronavirus  

CRS RICE BOWL COLLECTION 
 
We celebrate our Risen Lord with praise and joy.  Now is 
the time to bring your Lenten CRS Rice Bowl collections 
to the Church or Parish Office by May 1.  There are sev-
eral ways to return your almsgiving offering: 1) Rice 
bowls with coins, 2) a check to St. Catherine of Siena, 
Note CRS Rice Bowl or 3) the parish’s online giving 
page.   Remember, your contributions to Rice Bowl 
changes lives: 75% of the proceeds help Catholic Relief 
services worldwide and 25% of the proceeds remain in 
the Oakland Diocese, with a portion being given out as 
grants to St. Vincent de Paul conferences and other or-
ganizations working to alleviate hunger and food insecuri-
ty in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.   
Thank you for your generosity.   

May 2, 2021    ONLINE 
Weekly Offering:      $ 4,092.00 $3,237.00 
Easter:     $     50.00 
Holy Thursday:   $     15.00 
Good Friday:  $      10.00 $     15.00 
CRS Rice Bowl: $        $     50.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $                    $   315.00 
School Scholarship:   $   320.00 
Maintenance:    $     55.00 
 

Thank you for your continued  
support both spiritual and financial. 



 

WORSHIP 
 

To facilitate a transforming  
encounter with God  
as we come together  

in worship. 

 

May is Mary’s Month!      
And during May, throughout the Catholic 
world, special devotions honor the Virgin 
Mary.  “May Crowning” is a traditional  
Catholic ritual that occurs in the month of May 
and it recognizes Mary as Queen of heaven and 
earth.  Since medieval times, there has been a 
correlation between Mary and the month of 
May. May is considered the season of the beginning of new life.  “May Crowning” marks a 
new spiritual season. Our Mary, Queen of heaven and earth, lifted us right out of the last long, 
cold days of winter and firmly planted our hearts in the warm and promising soil of spring. 
 
During the Holy Mass on May Crowning day, a wreath of flowers and herbs is placed on the 
statue of Mary.  The act of crowning is rooted in the view of Mary as the Queen of Heaven. 
The event is of particular significance as it relates to the Champion Shrine history because, 
when Our Lady appeared to the young Belgian immigrant woman, Adele Brise, in 1859, she 
identified herself as the “Queen of Heaven.” 
 
A cherished age-old tradition of reverence, the crowning of Mary at the Champion Shrine is in 
keeping with the “Order of Crowning” which attributed the queen symbol to Mary because she 
was a perfect follower of Christ, who is the absolute “crown” of creation.  “She is the Mother 
of the Son of God, who is the messianic King. Mary is the Mother of Christ, the Word Incar-
nate… ‘he will be great and will be called Son of the Most High; the Lord will give him the 
throne of his father David; and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his king-
dom there will be no end” (Lk 1:32-33). 
 
Elizabeth greeted the Blessed Virgin, pregnant with Jesus, as ‘the mother of my Lord’ (Lk 1:41
-43).  Mary is the perfect follower of Christ. The maid of Nazareth consented to God’s plan; 
she journeyed on the pilgrimage of faith; she listened to God’s Word and kept it in her heart; 
she remained steadfast in close union with her Son, all the way to the foot of the Cross; she 
persevered in prayer with the Church. Thus, in an eminent way she won the “crown of right-
eousness” (2 Tim 4:8), the “crown of life” (Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10), the “crown of glory” (1 Pet 
5:4) that is promised to those who follow Christ (“Order of Crowning,” NCCB, 1987). 



 
Before serving or continuing in your ministry, you 
must complete the Diocesan required Safe Envi-

ronment for Children Project Training @ 
www.virtusonline.org  

Thank you. 

School Mission Statement 
 

Saint Catherine of Siena School answers the call to nurture each child – spirit, mind and body  – 
in a safe, caring environment by providing Christ-centered, challenging curriculum        

preparing each child for a future as people of faith, service, respect, and responsibility. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Are you Registered with our Parish?  Has your fami-
ly status changed?  If you would like to register or 
update your current family information with the Par-
ish, you may do so with our new on-line form locat-
ed on our website, www.stcmtz.org or call the of-
fice, and we can help you with any update.  
  

St. Catherine of Siena Parish Community and School 

 
St. Catherine Students provided  flowers for 

Mother Mary at a special school mass  
this past week  



Go to internet and type http://formed.org   
Enter our parish name and city.  Start enjoying 
on your phone or  computer.  
 

 

The Sanctuary Course for Catholics 
One in four people will be affected by a mental health problem at some point in their lives, yet the 
stigma surrounding mental illness silences many and prevents faith communities from responding 
compassionately and effectively. This eight-session course—designed for use in small groups—
explores the realities of mental health and illness, as well as the vital need for faith-based communi-
ty conversations about these topics. The sessions are accompanied by compelling films that feature 
the stories of Catholics living with mental health challenges, along with the insights of archbishops, 
theologians, and psychologists. The course also includes a Leader’s Guide, Participant’s Guide, and 
additional educational and spiritual resources. 

- Eight sessions (available as a coursebook or audiobook) 
- Eight films 
- Interactive discussion questions and group exercises 
- Prayers and reflections 
- Comprehensive leader and participant guides 

Learn more about this course and Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries 
at www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/catholics/ 

More resources related to this course, including transcripts and promotional materials, can be 
found here. 

Warning: This course and films address difficult and sensitive topics, and may not be appropriate for 
a young audience. Parental guidance is advised. 



 

READINGS & REFLECTIONS 

Join in the Weekly Scripture  
Reflection with the Clergy-Tuesdays   

(via  ZOOM)   7– 8:15 PM   
Please call the office (925) 228-2230 Ext 4 

or 7 to be connected to the link. 

Sunday, May 09, 2021 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

See through God’s eye 
God does not see as we see, the prophet Isaiah reminds us. To 
harness the divine perspec ve, na ve peoples of western 
Mexico wove yarn on crossed s cks to represent the eye of 
God (ojo de Dios), which sees in four direc ons and in all ele-
mental mediums: earth, wind, fire, and water. A God’s eye 
became the portal through which God views the supplicant, or 
through which those who pray might share the divine vision. 
Sharing a God’s-eye perspec ve on the world remains the goal 
of every believer. 
Prac ce seeing others as our compassionate God sees them. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 (56). 
“In truth, I see that God shows no par ality. Rather, in every na on whoever . . 
. acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” 
 
Monday, May 10, 2021 
MEMORIAL OF DAMIEN DE VEUSTER, PRIEST 

Pray for those who heal 
The story of Saint Damien de Veuster, a Belgian priest who 
missioned to quaran ned lepers in Hawaii and died of the dis-
ease, is extraordinary—although o en echoed these days as 
legions of medical professionals all over the world put them-
selves in harm’s way to treat the sick and dying of COVID. Fa-
ther Damian is a “martyr of charity,” and we’ve been blessed 
with mul tudes of fearless, generous heroes like him who’ve 
expended themselves physically and emo onally to get us 
through this pandemic. Give thanks to God for our modern 
martyrs of charity and ask for Father Damian’s intercession to 
keep them safe and send them spiritual strength. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26-16:4a (291). “And you also tes fy, 
because you have been with me from the beginning.” 
 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 
EASTER WEEKDAY 

Cul vate an apprecia on of rural tradi ons 
Though they’ve disappeared from most modern calendars, 
two older Catholic observances converge today. One is the 
pe oning of the “Ice Saints”—Boniface of Tarsus, Pancras, 
and Serva us— so named because their feasts fall during what 
were believed in some northern na ons to be the last days of 
spring when a cold snap might damage spring plan ngs. The 
other observance, beginning on the Tuesday before Ascension 
Thursday, is known as the Minor Roga on Days. These two, 
along with the Catholic observance of Ember Days, are reli-
gious celebra ons more commonly ed to the rhythms of rural 
life. They include the blessing of fields for a good harvest and 
prayers for good weather. Learn more at CatholicRuralLife.org. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11 (292). “His household rejoiced at 
having come to faith in God.” 
 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
MEMORIALS OF NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS, MARTYRS; PANCRAS, MARTYR 

Religious freedom is a meless concern 
Some mes it is difficult to relate to the martyrs of the early 
church because their lives are so different from our own. Nere-
us and Achilleus were Roman soldiers who had par cipated in 
carrying out persecu ons of Chris ans. In a “miracle of faith,” 
they were converted and died their own martyred deaths in  

the late first century. Pancras was a 14-year-old martyr of the 
same era who was beheaded because he publicly affirmed his 
faith in Jesus Christ. On this Easter weekday, give thanks for 
the ability to freely worship and pray for those around the 
world who do not enjoy such freedom. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15 (293). “But when he 
comes, the Spirit of truth . . . will guide you to all truth.” 
 
Thursday, May 13, 2021  SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Rise to the occasion 
Today’s Feast of the Ascension gives wide recogni on to a 
rather complex idea—that Christ both ascended to heaven 
and remains with us. In fact, we get a taste of heaven when 
we unify ourselves with Jesus in spirit and ac on. Saint Augus-

ne taught “although he ascended alone, we also ascend, be-
cause we are in him by grace.” From a ending Mass to aiding 
the needy, on this feast day we can all take a step toward uni-
ty with Christ. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 4:1-13 or Ephesians  1:17-23; Mark 
16:15-20 (58). “So then the Lord Jesus . . . Was taken up into heaven and took 
his seat at the right hand of God.” 
 
Friday, May 14, 2021  FEAST OF MATTHIAS, APOSTLE 

Abs nence makes the faith grow stronger 
Although self-denial is celebrated in all major religions as a virtue, 
the value isn’t so much in the prac ce as in the mo va on. For 
Chris ans the virtuous mo va on for abs nence of food, drink, or 
par cular desires comes from love. We deny ourselves for God’s 
sake and for the sake of others. Saint Ma hias, patron of alcoholics, 
encouraged abs nence as a way to grow closer to God. He kept his 
focus on his voca on to spread the gospel and let li le distract him 
from his purpose. What can you do today to keep your focus on love? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 (564). “This I command 
you: love one another.” 
 
Saturday, May 15, 2021  EASTER WEEKDAY 

Honor the forces of reconcilia on 
Pope Saint John XXIII taught that wars are never jus fied. Pope 
Saint John Paul II wrote to President George W. Bush that the 
Iraq War was unjust. Pope Benedict XVI ques oned whether 
any war could be called just. Pope Francis, speaking in Hiroshi-
ma during his 2019 visit, repeated the posi ons of the previ-
ous popes. Chris ans face a dilemma, wan ng world peace 
but also needing some protec on from those who don't think 
the same way. The church recognizes a need for the military. 
But the task of the military should be to maintain peace and 
set the condi ons for reconcilia on. On this Armed Forces 
Day, pray for all our military service members. They have a 
difficult job. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 (296). “For the Father himself 
loves you, because you have loved me and have come to believe that I came 
from God.” 
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