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Lent offers us a very special opportunity to grow in our relationship with God and to 

deepen our commitment to a way of life rooted in our baptism. It’s our hope that the 

resources and articles featured in this issue will help us entry this wonderful season. 

In this issue, you will find in A Message from our Deacon-in-Training, Gary Forse,  a 

reflection of the importance of this season. In the new series “Did You Know?” Richard 

Keistler reflects about the unknown Pope Benedict XV. Margaret Kana talks about her 

spiritual journey in “The Joy is in the Journey – Not in the Journey’s End”. And, 

Jeanette Booth give us her perspective on the saints that we celebrate this season.  

You will also find a biography of John XXIII and John Paul II to be canonized on 

Divine Mercy Sunday this April. Also included is the News from the Vatican. 

It is our hope that these articles and the Holy Spirit prompt you to rediscover your 

journey of faith, during this season of praying, fasting, and giving, so that you will 

become a true herald and witness of the Gospel as the featured saints were. 

We have also included a brief description of the liturgical celebrations, a list of Bible 

studies, prayer groups, and featured ministries that you may want to get involved with.  

As always, we welcome your comments. Please do not hesitate to contact the 

editors or any of the team members. Finally, on behalf of the entire Adult Faith 

Formation Team we wish you a very Blessed Easter. 

 

Margarita Prinz 
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I am 
the 

Resurrection 
and 

the Life 
John 11:25 
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The Adult Faith Formation ministry came into being as 

a result of the Envision program held in the parish in 2006. 

From the meetings of the Envision committee came a 

vision statement for the parish: “A Eucharistic community 

in continual transformation, surrendering ourselves to God 

to be His instruments for world change.” 

The objective of Adult Faith Formation ministry is to 

seek to foster life long learning, Catholic education and 

faith development of adult parishioners. It is the primary 

educational ministry for adults of our parish.  

Adult Faith Formation ministry uses several different 

facets of learning in the presentation of programs. There 

have been well-known speakers who lectured in his/her 

specialty, small group discussions (Study of the Catechism 

for Catholic adults), movies, and a play.  

We look for topics in which our parishioners say they 

are interested. This knowledge came from a survey done 

in the infancy of this ministry and we search for speakers 

well known  for the topics they present. Agreement on 

topics and speakers are reached by consensus rather than 

majority and our annual educational  year started in 2007. 

In order to continue with these programs we need to 

almost continually add new members to the  ministry. 

Whether you are new to the parish or have been here for 

several years, you can bring in fresh and different ideas. 

Your presence and knowledge will  generate fresh energy. 

While the ministry has made great progress, it still has a 

long way to go.  

Our meetings are held once a month  in the evening in 

the Educational Building. Please come and see the team in 

action. After a visit we are certain you will want to join us.  

If you are interested in finding more about this 

rewarding ministry, please contact us. We will be happy to 

visit with you. 
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Clergy’s  Corner  

T he Pastoral Council meets every month on the 
second Tuesday. This month it fell on the feast of 

our Lady of Lourdes. Last year the Council met with all 
active ministries. The report was the same, “We need more 
people to become active in our parish. Those wonderful 
people who have been the back bone of our church would 
like to pass the baton to the next generation.   
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The subject of our meeting was how we can bring this about? The Council felt that the 
younger generation needs to step up and take responsibility because this is the church in 
which their children will be raised. The subject came up of a “Renew” type process or 
program, because 25 years ago our parish was deeply affected by the Renew program.   

What is available today? We found that Renew International has a new program called 
“Arise.” It’s been well received throughout the U.S. So we set up a meeting with Renew 
International who was in Houston making presentations to eight parishes. We invited them 
here.  We had three parishes present to listen to them. All gave the presentation thumbs up. 
So you’ll be hearing more about the process later. It’s a three year program of spiritual 
renewal, six weeks in the fall and six weeks in the spring.   

Let us ask our Lady of Lourdes to intercede for our parish as we enter this process. 

In Christ, 

Msgr. Leo Wleczyk 

Msgr. Leo Wleczyk  

on his 49th  

Anniversary of  

Ordination  

May 27 

Fr. Marty Pham  

on his 10th  

Anniversary of  

Ordination 

May 29 

Blessings on the Anniversary of your  

Ordination. 
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For  Your  Informat ion 

The Odor of the Sheep  

Adult Faith Formation Ministry 

Presents: 

By Camilla Chedester  
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At Baptism and Confirmation we are anointed with Sacred Chrism 
and take on the “aroma” of Christ. Our journey of Faith includes 
growing in prayer, knowledge and service of others. Pope Francis 
encourages us all to go to the “outskirts” with the Good News that we 
were anointed to share. Have we done this? Have we kept our 
treasure of faith buried or have we shared it with those in need, and in 
so doing, taken on the odor of the sheep. Let us reflect this evening on 
whether our Faith life is, as Pope Francis warns us, unction or function. 

        WhenWhenWhenWhen:   Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

        WhereWhereWhereWhere:  Angelina Room   

        TimeTimeTimeTime:     7:00  PM    
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Instituted Acolyte and join Mike Caserta and John Rosser in this ministry of service at the altar. 
Over the next year I will continue to work with Father Leo and Father Marty to learn and 
practice the different rites and liturgies of the Church so I may serve the parish community 
upon ordination in January 2015. Camille and I will continue to attend classes at St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Houston this spring and next fall on Wednesday evenings and one Saturday each 
month. Again we cannot thank you enough for your support, your generosity and most 
importantly, your prayers. 

 I am reminded of what an important time Lent is for each of us. Unlike the beginning of 
a new year, where many times we have grand resolutions that are short-lived, Lent gives us an 
opportunity to develop strong habits which can strengthen us spiritually and physically.  
Although we are all called to fast and abstinence, my goal is to focus more on what I choose to 
do during Lent to make sure the Triduum is truly a rich, spiritual event which will bring me 
closer to God.   

 The readings of Ash Wednesday remind us that we are called to repent and to be 
reconciled.  If we take a closer look at the word “repent”, we find there is more than just 
recognition and sorrow for our sinfulness. Repentance comes from the Greek word metanoia 
which literally means “change of mind”. Because of our humanness, it is not always easy to 
change our sinful thoughts and actions to be in line with God.  What we do know about our 
God is, He is patient and loving and waiting for us to change.  We too need to be patient and 
loving toward ourselves as we take this time in Lent to do those things which will help us to 
change our minds back to God. 

 During Lent we are also called to reconcile ourselves to God and each other. When I 
think of the word “reconcile” I think of repairing relationships.  Sin damages our relationship 
with God and others. As Catholics, we are so blessed to have the sacraments available which 
fill us with grace and repair the damage we create through sin. Let us make time for the many 
opportunities we have in sacrament and liturgy during this Holy Season to repair our 
relationships with those we have hurt or those who have caused us pain. Let us also reconcile 
with God who is waiting for us with loving arms. 

 Finally, if we truly spend this time in Lent focused on the Triduum, our most holy time of 
the Liturgical year, we will be able to enter these liturgies with joy and excitement.  Lent should 
prepare us to rejoice. Although we are called to repent and reconcile, sometimes we may 
become consumed with what we have not done and forget all the good things we have done.  
Jesus did not just suffer and die. He rose from the dead and has opened the door for us to be 
with Him always. Repent and reconcile yourself to God so you may truly experience the joy of 
the Triduum! 

By Gary Forse: 
 

A s I enter my final year of formation for 
the Permanent Diaconate, let me once 

again express my sincere gratitude for all who 
have offered prayers and words of 
encouragement. Recently I was installed as an 
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A Message from the Deacon-in-Training 
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Did You Know? 

By Richard Keistler 

A s Roman Catholics, we are all familiar with Pope 
Benedict XVI, now our Pope Emeritus.  However, who 

was Pope Benedict XV, his predecessor, and why did Benedict 
XVI choose to honor him by taking his name? Actually, though 
the name Benedict seems unfamiliar to us, Benedict XV wasn’t 
that far in the past of the Church.  

Benedict XV was born Giacomo Della Chiesa to a wealthy 
Italian family in 1854.  It was apparent early on that he had a 
certain physical deformity.  He was very slight in build, and there 
was noticeable droop in the entire right side of his body, including 
his face.  However, Giacomo had a fine mind.  Though he 

wanted to be a priest from childhood, his father insisted on the law as a career, so Giacomo 
obtained a law degree.  His call to the priesthood persisted, though, and his father finally 
allowed him to enter a seminary in Rome.   

Because of his legal training, after his ordination he came to the attention of Cardinal 
Rampolla, a very influential man in the Curia, who took Giacomo on in his office as a secretary.  
This was Giacomo’s introduction to Vatican diplomacy.  His abilities in the affairs of state, 
combined with his personal qualities, overshadowed his appearance, though he became known 
as “The Little Man”.   

As has happened so often in Church history, the death of a pope can make for major 
changes in the career of a priest.  When Pope Pius X was elected in 1903, the influence of 
Cardinal Rampolla was ended, and Giacomo was named as Archbishop of Bologna, a major 
post.   

Over the next several years, his pastoral work kept him busy, and all of Europe became 
embroiled in WW I in 1914.  By this time, Giacomo had become a Cardinal.  When Pius X died, 
the conclave selected Giacomo, even though he’d only been a cardinal for 3 months.  He styled 
himself as Benedict XV.   

As Pope Benedict XV, he worked tirelessly from the Vatican to try not only to help negotiate 
an end to this conflict that had drawn in virtually every European nation, but also to provide 
relief for the victims of war.  Through his tireless efforts combined with his considerable 
diplomatic talents, Benedict was able to secure the release/exchange of many thousands of 
POW’s who would be unable to continue fighting for medical reasons.   

Pope Benedict had always felt a special obligation for the poor.  Even before his election, his 
generosity to those in need who appealed to him motivated him to donate from his own 
personal wealth.  Even with his limited ability to effect a diplomatic solution to WW I, Benedict 
worked tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of civilians driven into dire need by the war.  In fact, at 
the end of World War I, the total amount in the Vatican treasury amounted to only $19,000 in 
American Dollars! 

Pope Benedict also had a special veneration for the Blessed Virgin; Vatican II referred to his 
theology of Mary. 

Pope Benedict XV contracted influenza, which developed into pneumonia, and he died in 
1922 at the age of sixty-seven.   

Sources:  The Unknown Pope: Benedict XV and the Pursuit of Peace, John Pollard (2000).  Pope 
Benedict XV, Wikipedia article  
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The L i turg ica l  Season 

 E very year I struggle about what to do for 
lent. What shall I do? What shall I give 

up? What shall I take on? Should I give up sweets? 
No problem. I’m not of a sweet tooth. Or, should I give 
up shopping? I love shopping - especially the new 
spring colors. No matter what I do, in a weak moment, 
I may grab a cookie or buy a blouse that’s on sale and 
I can’t live without. I've broken my Lenten promise, 
and the guilt sets in. 

In few days lent is going to begin and I've decided that this year lent will not be about 
“action”, it will be about “attitude”. 

Looking ahead to the glory of Easter, I am humbled by the Gift of the Resurrection.  To 
prepare for this gift I will spend lent de-cluttering my thoughts, surrendering my anger, throwing 
away my judgment, and detaching myself from worldly distractions. 

This lent will be about attitudes not actions… care to join me? 
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An excerpt from Magnificat February 2013; by Heather King:  

M y friend Tensie runs a free clinic for farm workers on the central coast of 
California. She once told me of a young Hispanic woman named Claudia who was 

dying of cancer; whose heart was broken at the thought of leaving her two-year-old daughter; 
whose patient endurance, love, and lack of self-pity were exceptional. 

“In our culture,” Tensie observed, “we view suffering as an insult, a humiliation. The people I 
see at the clinic suffer terribly, but they don’t view it as an insult. They see it as inevitable, as 
natural almost. In a way, to follow Christ is to examine our relationship to suffering.” 

Ash Wednesday marks the season in which we especially ponder our relationship to 
suffering. Praying, fasting, and giving alms are not arcane holdovers from a time when people 
more inured to suffering than we are found such practices easy. Fasting has always been 
hard. Fasting is a reflection of the fact that the more desperate we are, the more open we are 
to change. Fasting reminds that the more keenly aware we are of our empty hands and our 
empty stomach, the more likely we are to realize we need help. Fasting helps us to remember 
that we are all poor, and how very much we do not want to be poor. 

I’ll do anything to keep from feeling “poor” myself, and as Lent approached last year, I 
thought: Those people who say fasting is just an ego-based endurance test are right. This 
year, I’m going to fast in a way that effects some real good. I am going to fast from criticizing 
people… 

Ash Wednesday dawned, I waited to be transformed, and within an hour I was mentally 
nitpicking, criticizing, and judging any number of people. A few days later I badmouthed 
someone out loud, the day after that I nakedly passed on a bit of juicy gossip, and from there 
the whole enterprise rapidly went downhill. Nice try, but unh-unh, I realized. Prayer without 
fasting is a gesture. Mercy without fasting is a gesture. Fasting is not a gesture. Fasting is a 
consent to be consumed. 

Ash Wednesday March 5 
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The L i turg ica l  Season 

upon to sacrifice her as Abraham had to steel himself to the immolation of Isaac? 
 The wound in his heart was immeasurable. The plain fact was there. No denial, no 

tenderness could alter it. Her very innocence made his anguish more poignant. Another must 
be guilty, who should take the responsibility for what he has done. 

Joseph could not speak of it to her, since she had chosen to be silent. Any word would have 
been an outrage. Silence, his silence, should give him back his liberty, for it attested his utter 
confidence in her. 

Thus he came to his decision. And he slept the sleep that relaxes the body but not the soul’s 
pain. Only if we could concentrate in one heart all the admiration, devotion, fervor that Christian 
souls were to feel through all generations towards Mary could we form any idea of the love she 
must have inspired in Joseph, could we divine the immensity of the drama being acted in that 
hour. 

What Dante sang of Beatrice, Joseph could have said in the richest fullness of meaning: 
He sees perfectly all salvation 
Who sees my Lady among women. 
More than any other he felt that human nature was ennobled by her. If he had dared to enter 

into the espousal, it was to guard the treasure - the treasure which now seemed irremediably 
lost… 

Meanwhile, Mary watched in prayer, suffering in his suffering, living all the agony that her 
sealed lips could not abate in him. 

The yes that bound her soul to Joseph’s was all the more irrevocable in that it engaged her 
fidelity to God, who was the strong foundation of their union.  

Father  Zundel († 1975) was a Swiss mystic, poet, philosopher, liturgist, and author. 

To be consumed by the fire of our own sin leaves cold, dead ashes. To be consumed by the 
fire of Christ’s love is to have our delusions about ourselves consumed and to have our true 
selves left intact, like the burning-bush love that Claudia, who did died at twenty-four, left 
behind for her daughter. 

All through Lent a slow, underground fire burns, to burst into flame with the glory of the 
Resurrection on Easter morning. Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. And oh, 
what hangs in the balance during that interval between the day of our births and the day of our 
deaths, when for a cosmic instant we, too-beggars all- are called to burst into flame. 

Heather King is a contemplative laywoman and convert who lives in Los Angeles, Ca. She is the 
author of three memoirs and blogs at shitifflame.org. 

Saint Joseph March 19 

An excerpt from Magnificat March 2014; by Father Maurice Zundel:  

T here is not a word too many or too few. In one movement we are 
brought to the heart of the Mystery: just so it had suddenly 

confronted Joseph. But we know what the issue was, and Joseph at that time 
did not. 

He loved Mary. From the first moment of their first meeting he had felt that 
she was unique and that God was entrusting her to him. Was he now called 
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Ash Wednesday 
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An excerpt from Magnificat March 2011; By Fr. Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade,S.J.:  

“The power of the Most High shall overshadow you”, said the angel to 
Mary. This shadow beneath which the power of God conceals itself in 
order to bring Jesus Christ to souls, is the duty, attraction or cross which 
every moment brings. These are in fact but shadows similar to those in 
nature which spread themselves like a veil over visible objects and hide 
them from us.  

Thus in the moral and supernatural order of duties of each moment 
conceal under their outward appearances the true reality of the divine will 
which alone is worthy of our attention. It was in this light that Mary 

T he biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four 
Gospels. Five days before the Passover, Jesus came 

from Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His disciples to 
bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus sat upon it and entered the city. 

People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were 
looking for Jesus, both because of His great works and teachings 
and because they had heard of the miracle of the resurrection of 

The Annunciation March 25 
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Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with 
palms branches, laying their garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” 

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and announced 
that the powers of the age to come were already active in the present age (Luke 7:18-22). His 
words and mighty works were performed “to produce repentance as the response to His call, 
a call to an inward change of mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one’s 
life, a call to follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem is a messianic event, through which His divine authority was declared. 

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We are called 
to behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One 
who is always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every 
Eucharist, in every prayer and sacrament, and in act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes 
to free us from all our fears and insecurities. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths 
by His death and Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect 
fellowship or union with Him.  

Ref: http://lent.goarch.org/palm_sunday/learn/  

regarded them. As these shadows spread over her faculties, far from causing her any illusion, 
they filled her with faith in him who is unchanging. Draw back, archangel, you are only a 
shadow; your moment passes and you disappear. Mary moves beyond you; Mary goes 
forward unceasingly. From now you are left far behind her. But the Holy Spirit, who under the 
visible form of this mission has entered into her, will never leave her. 

Father de Caussade († 1751) was a French Jesuit, a writer, and a revered spiritual director. 

Palm Sunday April 13 
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Holy Thursday April 17 

H oly Thursday is the most 
complex and profound of all 

religious observances, saving only the 
Easter Vigil. It celebrates both the institution 
by Christ himself of the Eucharist and of the 
institution of the sacerdotal priesthood; for in 
this, His last supper with the disciples, a 
celebration of Passover, He is the self-
offered Passover victim, and every ordained 
priest to this day presents this same 
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sacrifice, by Christ's authority and command, in exactly the same way. The Last Supper was 
also Christ's farewell to His assembled disciples, some of whom would betray, desert, or deny 
Him before the sun rose again. 

The Holy Thursday liturgy, celebrated in the evening because Passover began at sundown, 
also shows both the worth God ascribes to the humility of service, and the need for cleansing 
with water (a symbol of baptism) in the Mandatum, or washing in Jesus' washing the feet of His 
disciples, and in the priest's stripping and washing of the altar.  

The action of the Church on this night also witnesses to the Church's esteem for Christ's 
Body present in the consecrated Host in the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, carried in 
solemn procession to the flower-bedecked Altar of Repose, where it will remain 'entombed' until 
the communion service on Good Friday. No Mass will be celebrated again in the Church until 
the Easter Vigil proclaims the Resurrection. And finally, there is the Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament by the people during the night, just as the disciples stayed with the Lord during His 
agony on the Mount of Olives before the betrayal by Judas. 

There is such an abundance of symbolism in the solemn celebration of the events of Holy 
Thursday layer upon layer, in fact that we can no more than hint at it in these few words. For 
many centuries, the Last Supper of Our Lord has inspired great works of art and literature, such 
as the glorious stained glass window in Chartres cathedral, and Leonardo's ever popular (and 
much imitated) Last Supper in the 16th century. 

Ref: https://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/thurs.php  

Good Friday April 18 

 An excerpt from the book “Jesus: A Gospel Portrait” by Fr. Donald Senior, C.P.: 

W e return to the garden of Gethsemane. The Jesus who prays there is entirely 
consistent with the Jesus of the rest of the gospel story. Jesus was human being, 

a Jew, a young man who had sensed the power of his mission and had hoped he could 
accomplish what he had set out to do. But Jesus was no fool. He knew that his enemies were 
serious, and he was aware of the fate of those before him who had preached with the same 
sort of Spirit-filled authority that he had. Death seemed certain. Fear was there, but so was 
trust, an ever deeper instinct. And the prayer wrung from his heart was the very prayer that had 
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marked every decision of his life: 
“Abba, Father… your will be 
done.” 

The account of the final hours 
that follow this moment of prayer 
dominate the gospel story. For 
all four evangelists, the passion 
is the target toward which their 
entire gospel moves. The events 
of Jesus’ suffering and death are 
told in a detailed, narrative 
fashion unlike any other 
segment of his life story.  

There are a number of reasons for this concentration on the passion. The death and 
resurrection of Jesus was the heart of the Christian message, so it is hardly surprising that the 
gospels, which encapsulate the message in story form, should concentrate their attention on 
this part of Jesus’ life. It is also quite clear that the fact and manner of Jesus’ death were by far 
the most baffling facets of Christian tradition. That Jesus, God beloved Son and the promised 
messiah, should die a criminal’s death needed some explanation, not only to skeptical Jewish 
and Roman audiences but to believers themselves. It had to be shown that Jesus was 
innocent and that his death, no matter how inappropriate it might seem, was really part of 
God’s plan of salvation. And as the young Christian church began to run into persecution and 
rejection, and when some of its members began to fall away from faith, the distressed 
believers would turn with renewed appreciation to reflect on how their Lord had suffered before 
he entered into his glory. They could find support in the fact that he too had known failure and 
opposition but had never despaired. As his death brought new life, so might theirs.” 

Rev. Donald Senior, C.P. is an ordained Catholic priest and president of Catholic Theological Union, 
in Chicago. http://www.ctu.edu/  
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Holy Saturday April 19 

H oly Saturday (from Sabbatum Sanctum, its 
official liturgical name) is sacred as the day of 

the Lord's rest; it has been called the "Second Sabbath" 
after creation. The day is and should be the most calm and 
quiet day of the entire Church year, a day broken by no 
liturgical function. The altar is left bare, and the sacrifice of 
the Mass is not celebrated. Christ lies in the grave; the 
Church sits near meditating on his suffering and mourns. 
After the great battle He is resting in peace, but upon Him 
we see the scars of intense suffering...The mortal wounds 
on His Body remain visible....Jesus' enemies are still furious, 
attempting to obliterate the very memory of the Lord by lies 
and slander. 

Good Friday 
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Easter April 20 

The L i turg ica l  Season 

Mary and the disciples are grief-stricken, while the Church must mournfully admit that too 
many of her children return home from Calvary cold and hard of heart. When Mother Church 
reflects upon all of this, it seems as if the wounds of her dearly Beloved were again beginning 
to bleed. 

There are no liturgies celebrated this day, unless the local parish priest blesses the food 
baskets. Only after the solemn vigil during the night, held in anticipation of the resurrection, 
does the Easter celebration begin, with a spirit of joy that overflows into the following period of 
fifty days. 
Ref: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2014-04-19 
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 "Let all then enter  
the joy of Our Lord! 
Both the first and the last, and those who 
come after, enjoy your reward! 
Rich and poor, dance with one another, 
sober and slothful,  
celebrate the day. 
Those who have kept the fast and those 
who have not, rejoice today, for the table is 
richly spread. 
Fare royally upon it - the calf is a fatted one. 
Let no one go away hungry. 
All of you, enjoy the banquet of faith! 
All enjoy the riches of His goodness. 
Let no one cry over his poverty, for the 
universal Kingdom has  
appeared! 
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again 
and again, for  
forgiveness has risen from the grave. 
Let none fear death, for the death of our 
Savior has set us free. 
He has destroyed it by enduring it. 
He spoiled the power of hell when he 
descended thereto. 
Isaiah foretold this when he cried, 'Death 
has been frustrated in meeting him below!' 
It is frustrated, for it is destroyed. 

It is frustrated, for it is annihilated. 
It is frustrated, for now it is made captive. 
For it grabbed a body and discovered God. 
It took earth and behold! It encountered 
Heaven. 
It took what was visible, and was overcome by 
what was invisible. 
O Death, where is your sting? 
O Death, where is your victory? 
Christ is risen, and the demons are cast down. 
Christ is risen, and life is set free. 
Christ is risen, and the tomb is emptied of the 
dead. 
For Christ, having risen from the dead, is 
become the first-fruits for those who sleep. 
to Him be glory and power forever and ever! 
Amen. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!" 
Ref: https://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/easter.php 

O n this greatest day of the year, all fasting and somber thoughts are banished. As St. 
John Chrysostom announces in this famous Easter sermon, all are invited to the 
feast: 

Holy Saturday 
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Divine Mercy April 27 

The L i turg ica l  Season 

The Mark of Mercy 
An excerpt from Magnificat May 1, 2011: 

W e too want to be able to see Jesus, to speak with him and to feel his presence 
even more powerfully. For many people today, it has become difficult to 

approach Jesus. There are so many images of Jesus in circulation which, while claiming to be 
scientific, detract from his greatness and the uniqueness of his person…Jesus himself, when 
he appeared to again to his disciples a week later, said to Thomas: “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe” (Jn 20: 
27). 

We too can have tangible contact with Jesus and put our hand, so to speak, upon the signs 
of his passion, the signs of his love. It is in the sacraments that he draws particularly near to us 
and gives himself to us. Learn to “see” and to “meet” Jesus in the Eucharist, where he is 
present and close to us, and even becomes food for our journey. In the sacrament of penance 
the Lord reveals his mercy and always grants us his forgiveness... 

Pope Benedict XVI 
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 T he Ascension of Our Lord, which occurred 40 
days after Jesus Christ rose from the dead 

on Easter, is the final act of our redemption that Christ began 
on Good Friday. On this day, the risen Christ, in the sight of 
His apostles, ascended bodily into Heaven (Luke 24:51; Mark 
16:19; Acts 1:9-11). 

The reality of Christ's Ascension is so important that the 
creeds (the basic statements of belief) of Christianity all affirm, 
in the words of the Apostles’ Creed that "He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead."  

Christ's bodily Ascension foreshadows our own entrance 
into Heaven not simply as souls, after our death, but as 
glorified bodies, after the resurrection of the dead at the Final 
Judgment. In redeeming mankind, Christ not only offered 
salvation to our souls but began the restoration of the material 
world itself to the glory that God intended before Adam's fall. 

The Ascension of the Lord May 29 

Divine Mercy April 27 

Before His Ascension, Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit to His apostles. Their 
prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit, which began on Ascension Thursday, ended with the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday, ten days later. 

Ref: http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Ascension.htm 
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“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ” St. Jerome 

Bible  Studies  

Adult Faith Sharing 

Time 10:45 am 

Location Room 149 

Leader Gary Forse  

Day               Sunday 

Tel. 979-299-3145 

The Lectionary 

Time 9:30 am 

Location Room 149 

Leader Joe Lesnau  

Day              Sunday 

Tel. 979-265-6221 

Men’s Faith Sharing 

Time 6:00 am 

Location Angelina Room 

Leader Duane Williams  

Day               Wednesday 

Tel. 979-297-5564 

1st and 2nd Corinthians  

Time 9:30 am 

Location Room 149 

Leader Bettie Carmody 

Day               Wednesday 

Tel. 979-265-6509 

Re-Discover Advent 

Time 9:15 am 

Location “F” Wing 

Leader Jeanne Schroll 

Day               Thursday 

Tel. 979-297-5860 

Pilgrim People 

Time 9:15 am 

Location Room 149 

Leader Pam Walker 

Day               Friday 

Tel. 979-297-9746 

St. Paul’s Letters 

Time 9:30 am 

Location Library 

Leader Doris Hickner 

Day               Friday 

Tel. 979-297-7726 
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Prayer  Groups 

“Hear my prayer, O God. Give ear to the words of my mouth” Psalm 54:2 

Day Time Focus Location 

Monday 7:00 pm Rosary Church 

1st Monday 7:00 pm Patriotic Rosary Church 

2nd Monday 7:00 pm Lay Apostle Meeting 

Luminous Mysteries 

Church 

Tuesday 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Rosary  

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Wednesday 8:00 am 

9:00 am 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Thursday 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Friday 8:00 am 

9:00 am 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Saturday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group “F” Wing 

Saturday 8:00 am Rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet 

Chapel 

1st Saturday 8:00 am Pro-Life Rosary Chapel 

An excerpt from “FASTING” by a Friend of Medjugorje: 

Our Lady of Medjugorje said on April 17, 1986: 

“Pray, fast and let God act.”   

It is almost incomprehensible the power that is available to 
us. A power which all armaments and troops from all the 
armies of the world combined does not equal to one person’s 
fasting from the heart for one day. One man with a pure fast 
from the heart, full of love, can move all of Heaven in action.  

How is it we are so privileged to be given such a 
profoundly wonderful gift.  Fasting, if viewed as a burden, will 
gain you nothing. It is a gift to be allowed to do it, a gift given 
by our good God who then responds to it by answering 
prayers. How gracious is our God to tell us “I will give you a 
way when all else fails. I will accept it as payment if done 
from the heart and in return grant to you those ‘needs in life’ 
of which you request.” 

Page 15 
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Th e  J o y i s  in  t he  Jo urne y- n o t  in  t he  J ou rne y’s  en d  

By Margaret Kana; 

As many of you know, last August I had a desire to go to the mountains and set out on a 
trip that took me to Ouray, Colorado – a trip that became a life-changing adventure – a faith 
journey and a huge lesson in trust. 

Before leaving town, I had read John 15:1-10 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener….”  I knew that, if I stayed connected to the vine, God’s fruit would be revealed to 
me.  And, if I asked God to direct my path, He would!  It was just a matter of trust. 

I did get lost along the way (both physically and spiritually) but I learned to trust in God 
and always found my way back to Him.  I listened to the music of David Kauffman: I am a 
God Near By, Come to Me, Be Still, I Will Make This Day My Prayer, and I am Beside You.  I 
was hearing the words as if God Himself were talking to me.  “I am not far away from you … 
Why keep your heart from my view … Be still my love.  Know that I am God … we rest in 
your arms … Behold the works the Lord has done … to change our hearts of stone … God 
calls us chosen … calls us God’s own.”  When these words hit my ears, my journey became 
like none I’ve ever had.  It was if they took up residence in my soul.  God wanted me to listen 
to Him – to really listen.  Thus, it began – the many long hours on the road - all by myself. 

I continue to drive along and I’m amazed at what I’m hearing.  “I have watched you … You 
won’t let go … but you live as if you live all alone … Let go of what keeps you in the past … 
Fall into these arms that call you back … Of what are you afraid … I want to gently hold you 
tight … My embrace is wider than the sun … Fall into these arms that call you back … My 
love can sustain you … I will never leave your side … Release what holds you back as you 
rest in my arms …”  These lyrics spoke to my heart - calling me back to Him.  I had truly 
begun to allow God to speak to me as I drove to His glorious creation – Colorado!  I will 
“Make This Day My Prayer” … I will give you all my cares … all my joys and sufferings … I 
will give you everything … everything that I am and do and think … May my friends see your 
face in me and may I see you in them … may my heart be true … may forgiveness make our 
hearts new.”   Now I truly began to feel God’s presence and shifted my thinking.   

Now I am offering my entire day, every moment, to Him.  God is touching me right where I 
am! Over and over, I heard His words, “Come to Me.” and it became my prayer.  “I hear the 
words that you speak  … help me to leave behind what makes me blind, what makes me 
weak … I wait for you Lord in this space … teach me to come to your table where I am able 
to receive your grace … Lord you call me even though I’ve become hard as a stone … 
crumble the fear that is mine so I may find rest for my soul … My burden is easy, my yoke is 
so light if you need rest come to me … you who are weary … you who are laden give to me 
your worry … your anguish and I will set you free … and I will set you free.” 

The lyrics to I Am Beside You touched me very deeply.  “… take my hand that waits for 
yours … in my hand are treasures evermore … Call my name and see that I am next to you 
bathing you in light … my joy is in the journey and not in the journey’s end … if you seek 
tomorrow … you have missed the lesson … be present to the present and your eyes will 
open wide and at that moment you will see me by your side.”  I learned to completely 
surrendered to God’s will and His guidance.  I’ve given Him my past.  I’m staying with Him in 
the here and now, waiting for His to guide my thoughts and, always, looking for His treasures.  
He is by my side.  I found a joy in me that was buried years ago - true joy - His joy - for me! 

Yes.  I was learning to stay connected to the vine and I was finding the joy I had lost.  My 
joy was renewed and He had set me free - free indeed!  My journey is far from over but now I 
understand the words, “The joy is in the journey - not in the journey’s end.  
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The Hol idays 
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T he modern holiday of Mother's Day 
was first celebrated in 1908, 

when Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her 
mother in Grafton, West Virginia. She then 
began a campaign to make "Mother's Day" a 
recognized holiday in the United States. 
Although she was successful in 1914, she 
was already disappointed with its 
commercialization by the 1920s.  

Every May we also turn to Mary and honor 
her anew. We crown her, bring her flowers, 
pray the rosary with a renewed devotion. And 

why May for all this? There is nothing in scripture pointing to this “extended feast” of May for 
Mary. There is nothing on the Church’s calendar either that makes May any more likely than 
any other month to honor her. 

May is the month of Mary because it is the month for spring growth and beauty, of fragrance 
and freshness, of life and light. It is not a Church calendar that points us to Mary; it is our 
heart’s desire for what Mary presents and what she always offers: “growth in every thing.” 

Ref: Magnificat May 2011– Fr. James M. Sullivan, O.P. 

Eternal God, 
Creator of years, of centuries, 
Lord of whatever is beyond time, 
Maker of all species and master of all history - 
How shall we speak to you 
from our smallness and inconsequence? 
Except that you have called us to worship you 
in spirit and in truth; 
You have dignified us with loves and loyalties; 
You have lifted us up with your 
lovingkindnesses. 
Therefore we are bold to come before you 
without groveling 
[though we sometimes feel that low] 
and without fear 
[though we are often anxious]. 
We sing with spirit and pray with courage 
because you have dignified us; 
You have redeemed us from the aimlessness 
of things' going meaninglessly well. 
God, lift the hearts of those 

for whom this holiday is not just diversion, 
but painful memory and continued deprivation. 
Bless those whose dear ones have died 
needlessly, wastefully [as it seems] 
in accident or misadventure. 
We remember with compassion those who 
have died 
serving their countries 
in the futility of combat. 
There is none of us but must come to 
bereavement and separation, 
when all the answers we are offered 
fail the question death asks of each of us. 
We believe that you will provide for us 
as others have been provided with the 
fulfillment of 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 
be comforted." 
Ref: http://www.usmemorialday.org/prayer.html 

 

A Memorial Day Prayer May 26 

May 11 

By Rev. Dick Kozelka (ret), First Congregational Church of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 
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Featured Min ist r ies 

“Seven Times a Day I Praise You”  
Psalm 118 

 

By Laurie Sterzinger and Mary Ann Longoria:  
 

The Lord has commanded us to “pray without 
ceasing”, and this is what the LITURGY OF THE 
HOURS /DIVINE OFFICE/ BREVIARY helps us do. All 
three names refer to the same reality, the official 
prayer of the Church offered at various times of the 
day in order to sanctify it. Clergy and religious have 
a canonical obligation to pray the LITURGY OF THE 
HOURS as official representatives of the Church. 
Increasingly, the laity is also praying it, though they 
do not do so in the name of the Church.  

 What is LITURGY OF THE HOURS? Liturgy differs 
from private devotions, such as the rosary, novenas, 
chaplets, and conversations with God. The LITURGY 
OF THE HOURS-or DIVINE OFFICE- is a repeating cycle 
of psalms, biblical canticles, intercessions, Scripture 
readings, hymns. Some elements change with the 
liturgical seasons and feasts of the Church 
calendar. The book containing the LITURGY OF THE 

HOURS is the BREVIARY.  These prayers have a long rich history dating back to before 
Christ.  

After the people returned to Judea, and the Temple was re-built, the prayer services 
developed in Babylon for the local assemblies (synagogues) of the people were brought 
into Temple use, as well. We know that in addition to Morning and Evening Prayer to 
accompany the sacrifices, there was prayer at the Third, Sixth and Ninth Hours of the day. 
The Acts of the Apostles notes that Christians continued to pray at these hours (Third: Acts 
2:15; Sixth: Acts 10:9; 10: 3, 13). And, although the Apostles no longer shared in the 
Temple sacrifices—they had its fulfillment in the "breaking of the bread" (the Eucharist)—
they continued to frequent the Temple at the customary hours of prayer (Acts 3:1). 

These prayers are arranged in seven daily sets, or “HOURS”. Don’t let the 
term HOURS scare you. It refers to how the prayers mark the various times, or hours, of the 
day. The typical liturgical “HOUR” takes maybe 10 minutes-longer if you do it with a group. 
Most lay people focus on just the Morning, Evening, and Night Prayer. 

 We here at St. Michael’s are blessed to have women gathering for Morning 
Prayer.  There are 2 groups one which meets 6:00 am before work and one that meets 7.45 
am in the adoration chapel before mass on Wed & Friday. If you wish to learn more or join 
us for this wonderful way of prayer and reflection please contact: 

Mary Ann Longoria 979-297-4109 or  

Laurie Sterzinger 979-239-8650. 
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Blessed John Paul, known as a globetrotter who made 104 trips outside Italy, served as 
pope from 1978 to 2005 and was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on Divine Mercy Sunday, 
May 1, 2011. Blessed John XXIII, known particularly for convoking the Second Vatican 
Council, was pope from 1958 to 1963; Blessed John Paul beatified him in 2000.  

Pope John XXIII was born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli at Sotto il Monte, Italy, in the 
Diocese of Bergamo on November 25, 1881. He was the fourth in a family of 14 children. The 
family worked as sharecroppers. It was a patriarchal family in the sense that the families of 
two brothers lived together, headed by his great-uncle Zaverio, who had never married and 
whose wisdom guided the work and other business of the family. Zaverio was Angelo's 
godfather, and to him he always attributed his first and most fundamental religious education.  

On August 10, 1904, Angelo was ordained a priest in the church of Santa Maria in Monte 
Santo in Rome's Piazza del Popolo. In 1905, he was appointed secretary to the new Bishop of 
Bergamo and became involved in pastoral visitations, a Synod, pilgrimages and social works. 
He taught in the seminary and had a deep spiritual encounter with two saints that were 
outstanding pastors: St. Charles Borromeo and St. Francis de Sales. During the war in 1915, 
he became a chaplain to wounded soldiers. In 1919, he was made spiritual director of the 
seminary, but in 1921, he was called to service of the Holy See. Benedict XV named him the 
Italian president of the Society for the Propagation of Faith. In 1925, Pius XI named him 
Apostolic Visitator (inspector) in Bulgaria, raising him to the episcopate with the titular Diocese 
of Areopolis. His Episcopal motto was Oboedientia et Pax (Obedience and Peace), that 
became his guiding motto for the rest of his life. In March 1925, he was ordained Bishop and 
left for Bulgaria where he remained until 1935. In 1935, he was named Apostolic Delegate of 
Turkey and Greece. His respectful approach and dialogue with the Orthodox and Islam 
became a feature of his tenure. In December 1944, Pius XII appointed him Nuncio of France. 

At the death of Pope Pius XII, he was elected Pope on October 28, 1958, taking the name 
John XXIII. His pontificate, which lasted less than five years, presented him to the entire world 
as an authentic image of the Good Shepherd. Meek and gentle, enterprising and courageous, 
simple and active, he carried out the Christian duties of the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy: visiting the imprisoned and the sick, welcoming those of every nation and faith, 
bestowing on all his exquisite fatherly care. His social Magisterium in the Encyclicals Pacem 
in terris (Peace on earth) and Mater et Magistra (Mother and Teacher) was deeply 
appreciated. He convoked the Roman Synod, established the Commission for the Revision of 
the Code of Canon Law, and summoned the Second Vatican Council. The faithful saw in him 
a reflection of the goodness of God and called him "the good Pope". He was sustained by a 
profound spirit of prayer. He launched an extensive renewal of the Church while radiating the 

Pope to Canonize Blessed John XXIII and John Paul II 

  On September 30, 2013 Pope Francis 
announced that recognizing that Blessed John XXIII 
and John Paul II have widespread reputation for 
holiness and that years of studying their lives 
"completely dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel, 
shine in the church and reverberate in the history of 
the world as examples of hope and light," and 
actions have proven their exceptional virtue, he 
would declare his two predecessors saints at a single 
ceremony on Divine Mercy Sunday April 27, 2014.  
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peace of one who always trusted in the Lord. Pope John XXIII died on the evening of June 3, 
1963 in a spirit of profound trust in Jesus and of longing for his embrace. 

Pope John Paul II was born Karol Józef Wojtyła in the Polish town of Wadowice, a small 
city 50 kilometers from Krakow, on May 18, 1920. He was the youngest of three children born 
to Karol Wojtyła and Emilia Kaczorowska. His mother died in 1929. His eldest brother 
Edmund, a doctor, died in 1932 and his father, a non-commissioned army officer died in 1941. 
A sister, Olga, had died before he was born. 

In 1938, he enrolled in Krakow’s Jagiellonian University in a school of drama. The Nazi 
occupation, in 1939, forced the closure of the university and to avoid being deported to 
Germany he worked at a quarry and in the Solvay chemical factory. In 1942, aware of his 
calling to the priesthood, he began courses in the clandestine seminary of Krakow. After the 
war, he continued his studies in the major seminary of Krakow and was ordained to the 
priesthood on November 1, 1946. In January 13, 1964, he was appointed archbishop of 
Krakow by Pope Paul VI, who made him a cardinal in June 26, 1967. He took part in Vatican 
Council II (1962 -1965) where he made an important contribution to drafting the Constitution 
Gaudium et spes (Joys and hopes).  

At the dead of Pope John Paul I, he was elected Pope on October 16, 1978, and took the 
name of John Paul II. His pontificate, one of the longest in the history of the Church, lasted 
nearly 27 years. Driven by his pastoral solicitude for all Churches and by a sense of openness 
and charity to the entire human race, John Paul II exercised the Petrine ministry with a tireless 
missionary spirit, dedicating to it all his energy. His love for young people brought him to 
establish the World Youth Days. The 19 WYDs celebrated during his pontificate brought 
together millions of young people from all over the world. At the same time his care for the 
family was expressed in the World Meetings of Families, which he initiated in 1994. He gave 
an extraordinary impetus to Canonizations and Beatifications, focusing on countless 
examples of holiness as an incentive for the people of our time. He considerably expanded 
the College of Cardinals, creating 231 Cardinals. 

His most important documents include 14 Encyclicals, 15 Apostolic Exhortations, 11 
Apostolic Constitutions, and 45 Apostolic Letters. He promulgated the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church in the light of Tradition as authoritatively interpreted by the Second Vatican 
Council. He also reformed the Eastern and Western Codes of Canon Law, created new 
Institutions and reorganized the Roman Curia. As a private Doctor he also published five 
books of his own: Crossing the Threshold of Hope (October 1994), Gift and Mystery, on the 
fiftieth anniversary of my ordination as priest" (November 1996), Roman Triptych poetic 
meditations (March 2003), Arise, Let Us Be Going (May 2004) and Memory and Identity 
(February 2005). On April 2, 2005, at 9.37 p.m., the Church's beloved Pastor, John Paul II, 
departed this world for the Father. 

On April 28, the Holy Father Benedict XVI announced that the normal five-year waiting 
period before beginning the cause of beatification and canonization would be waived for John 
Paul II. The cause was officially opened by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, vicar general for the 
diocese of Rome, on June 28 2005.  

It is appropriate to have their canonization on Divine Mercy Sunday, since it was a 
celebration instituted worldwide by Pope John Paul. Pope Francis told that Pope John Paul's 
promotion of Divine Mercy Sunday showed his intuition that a new "age of mercy" was 
needed in the church and the world. 

Ref: http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1304099.htm,  
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20000903_john-xxiii_en.html 
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/press/documentazione/documents/santopadre_biografie/

giovanni_paolo_ii_biografia_breve_en.html 
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canonized; between 1800 and 1903, 80 saints were canonized; and between 1903 and 1978, 
when Blessed John Paul II assumed the papacy, another 168 saints were canonized. Pope 
Benedict XVI canonized 45 saints during his eight-year pontificate. Thus 804 saints were 
canonized between 1700, when Clement IX assumed the papacy, and the election of Pope 
Francis in March 2013. 

If Blessed John Paul was a “saint maker,” it was largely because of his canonizations of 
large groups of martyrs: 402 of the 482 saints he canonized were martyrs. And so it is with 
Pope Francis, who has canonized 817 saints, 813 of them martyrs. 

Canonizations 
St. Antonio Primaldo and his 812 companions were martyred by beheading in 1480 in the 

southeastern Italian city of Otranto, then a town of 6,000. 
St. Laura Montoya (1874-1949), also known as St. Laura of Saint Catherine of Siena, is the 

first Colombian-born canonized saint.  
St. María Guadalupe García Zavala (1878-1963), colloquially known as Madre Lupita, was 

born in Zapopan, a west-central Mexican city with a famed Marian shrine.  

St. Angela of Feligno (1248-1309) Pope Benedict said that the life of this young wife and 
mother was at first “certainly not that of a fervent disciple of the Lord. 

St. Peter Faber (1506-46) beatified in 1872, shared living quarters at the University of Paris 
with St. Ignatius of Loyola and St. Francis Xavier. In 1534, Faber was ordained to the 
priesthood and became one of the first seven members of the Society of Jesus.  

Beatifications 
In 2013, 540 servants of God, 529 of them martyrs, were raised to the altars in 18 

beatification ceremonies, all of which took place after Pope Francis’s election. (During his 27-
year pontificate, Blessed John Paul II beatified 1,338 servants of God, 1,032 of them martyrs, 
in 147 beatification ceremonies.) “The saints are not supermen, nor were they born perfect,” 
Pope Francis said in his November 1 Angelus address. “They are like us, like each one of us. 
They are people who, before reaching the glory of heaven, lived normal lives with joys and 
sorrows, struggles and hopes. What changed their lives? When they recognized God’s love, 
they followed it with all their heart without reserve or hypocrisy. They spent their lives serving 
others; they endured suffering and adversity without hatred and responded to evil with good, 
spreading joy and peace. This is the life of a saint.”To read the full text of the article visit: http://
www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/2812/the_new_saints_and_blesseds_of_2013.aspx   

Featured Blessed and New Saints  

The New Saints and Blessed of 2013 
An excerpt from the Catholic World Report on 
December 27, 2013 by J.J. Ziegler: 

Blessed John Paul II is sometimes 
remembered as a “saint maker” who canonized 
482 men and women during his 27-year 
pontificate. Pope Francis, however, is an even 
more prodigious “saint maker” who has 
canonized more saints than have all the popes of 
the past three centuries combined. 

During the eighteenth century, 29 saints were 
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(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis' Message for 
the Lenten season 2014 was released at a 
Vatican Press conference Tuesday. The theme 
of the Message is drawn from a Letter of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians, "He became poor, so 
that by his poverty you might become rich" (cf. 
2 Cor 8:9).  

The following is an excerpt from the official 
English translation of the message: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As Lent draws near, I would like to offer 
some helpful thoughts on our path of 

Pope’s Lenten Message— Focuses on Poverty, Sacrifice 
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conversion as individuals and as a community. These insights are inspired by the words of 
Saint Paul: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor 8:9). The 
Apostle was writing to the Christians of Corinth to encourage them to be generous in helping 
the faithful in Jerusalem who were in need. What do these words of Saint Paul mean for us 
Christians today? What does this invitation to poverty, a life of evangelical poverty, mean to us 
today? 

Christ’s grace 

First of all, it shows us how God works. He does not reveal himself cloaked in worldly power 
and wealth but rather in weakness and poverty: “though He was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor …” Christ, the eternal Son of God, one with the Father in power and glory, chose 
to be poor; he came amongst us and drew near to each of us; he set aside his glory and 
emptied himself so that he could be like us in all things (cf. Phil 2:7; Heb 4:15). 

By making himself poor, Jesus did not seek poverty for its own sake but, as Saint Paul 
says “that by his poverty you might become rich”. This is no mere play on words or a catch 
phrase. Rather, it sums up God’s logic, the logic of love, the logic of the incarnation and the 
cross. God did not let our salvation drop down from heaven, like someone who gives alms 
from their abundance out of a sense of altruism and piety. Christ’s love is different! 

So what is this poverty by which Christ frees us and enriches us? It is his way of loving us, 
his way of being our neighbor, just as the Good Samaritan was neighbor to the man left half 
dead by the side of the road (cf. Lk 10:25ff). What give us true freedom, true salvation and 
true happiness is the compassion, tenderness and solidarity of his love. 

When Jesus asks us to take up his “yoke which is easy”, he asks us to be enriched by his 
“poverty which is rich” and his “richness which is poor”, to share his filial and fraternal Spirit, to 
become sons and daughters in the Son, brothers and sisters in the firstborn brother (cf. Rom 
8:29). 

It has been said that the only real regret lies in not being a saint (L. Bloy); we could also say 
that there is only one real kind of poverty: not living as children of God and brothers and sisters 
of Christ. 
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Our witness 

We might think that this “way” of poverty was Jesus’ way, whereas we who come after him 
can save the world with the right kind of human resources. This is not the case. In every time 
and place God continues to save mankind and the world through the poverty of Christ, who 
makes himself poor in the sacraments, in his word and in his Church, which is a people of the 
poor. God’s wealth passes not through our wealth, but invariably and exclusively through our 
personal and communal poverty, enlivened by the Spirit of Christ. 

In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our brothers 
and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it. Destitution 
is not the same as poverty: destitution is poverty without faith, without support, without hope. 
There are three types of destitution: material, moral and spiritual.  

Material destitution is what is normally called poverty, and affects those living in conditions 
opposed to human dignity: those who lack basic rights and needs such as food, water, 
hygiene, work and the opportunity to develop and grow culturally. No less a concern is moral 
destitution, which consists in slavery to vice and sin. How much pain is caused in families 
because one of their members – often a young person - is in thrall to alcohol, drugs, gambling 
or pornography! How many people no longer see meaning in life or prospects for the future, 
how many have lost hope! And how many are plunged into this destitution by unjust social 
conditions, by unemployment, which takes away their dignity as breadwinners, and by lack of 
equal access to education and health care. This type of destitution, which also causes financial 
ruin, is invariably linked to the spiritual destitution which we experience when we turn away 
from God and reject his love. 

Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the whole Church ready to bear 
witness to all those who live in material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of 
the merciful love of God our Father, who is ready to embrace everyone in Christ. We can do 
this to the extent that we imitate Christ who became poor and enriched us by his poverty. Lent 
is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order 
to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-
denial is real without this dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does 
not hurt. 

May the Holy Spirit, through whom we are “as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything” (2 Cor 6:10), sustain us in our resolutions and 
increase our concern and responsibility for human destitution, so that we can become merciful 
and act with mercy. In expressing this hope, I likewise pray that each individual member of the 
faithful and every Church community will undertake a fruitful Lenten journey. I ask all of you to 
pray for me. May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keeps you safe. 

From the Vatican, 26 December 2013 Feast of Saint Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr. To 
read the entire message visit: 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/lent/documents/papa-
francesco_20131226_messaggio-quaresima2014_en.html 
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Communication at the Service of an 
Authentic Culture of Encounter 

(Vatican Radio) 2014-01-23- It’s no good 
trying to communicate the Gospel if we are 
not open to encounter the lives and the 
truth of others’. That’s the theme at the 
heart of Pope Francis’ message for the 48th 

World Communication Day which will take 
place on June 1st, 2014. Entitled 
‘Communication at the service of an 
authentic Culture of Encounter’, the 
document says effective Christian witness 
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MESSAGE FOR THE 48th WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY   

is not about bombarding people with religious messages but about respectfully engaging with 
their questions and their doubts.  

This is the Pope Francis’ first message for World Communications Day and it offers a 
profoundly personal and Franciscan vision of the way that modern media technology must 
help us, not just to connect virtually, but to promote a real encounter with people and ideas 
that are often very different from own. That’s according to Archbishop Claudio Celli, president 
of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications which helps in the drafting of this annual 
message. A culture of encounter demands that we be ready not only to give, but also to 
receive and the internet, the message says, offers immense possibilities for encouraging 
encounter and solidarity. Noting the continuing “scandalous gap between the opulence of the 
wealthy and the utter destitution of the poor”, the Pope says media can help create a 
stronger sense of the unity of the human family. 

While acknowledging that the internet can isolate and create barricades between people, 
Pope Francis says the Church must respond with fresh energy and imagination to the 
challenges of the ongoing technological revolution. He uses the parable of the Good 
Samaritan to explain how we must see ourselves as true neighbors, ready to take 
responsibility for the needs of others. Returning to one of his favorite themes, the Pope says 
our streets are teeming with people who are often hurting and looking for a sign of hope and 
salvation. It’s not enough to be passersby on the streets and digital highways of our world: 
rather we must keep open the doors of our churches and our digital environments so that 
people can enter and the Gospel message can reach to the ends of the earth.  

Archbishop Celli says the message reflects some fundamental guidelines of Pope Francis’ 
vision for a Church which is truly open to the lives and needs of men and women today.  

From the Vatican, 24 January 2014, the Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales. To read the 
full text of the message go to: 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/communications/documents/papa
-francesco_20140124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali_en.html  
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The Saints  

 O Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary, infuse into me grace,      

      wisdom, charity, chastity and humility. 

One saint I love had an impossible dream- St. Patrick. First, he wasn’t Irish. He was born in 
Europe. At sixteen he was captured by Irish pirates, taken to Northern Ireland, and sold as a 
slave. He had taken his Christian faith for granted before his capture but it was during his 
enslavement- far from home and alone, that he became closer to God. His heart was moved 
by the poor, pagan Celtic people. He wanted to help them and teach them about God, Jesus 
and Mary. Patrick returned to England his homeland, was ordained a priest and then a 
bishop. He couldn’t stop thinking about his people in Ireland who knew nothing about God. He 
had a dream that he would return to the Irish people and teach them about God. The Pope 
gave permission and with 24 followers away he went. 

The Irish people welcomed the friendly Patrick. He knew their language and culture and 
loved to tell stories and sing Irish songs with them. Patrick faced many obstacles but he finally 
met the Druid King Laoghaire and explained the Holy Trinity by picking up a shamrock. 
Patrick showed there were three leaves yet only one plant. This plant was a sacred plant of 
the Druids because its leaves formed a triad. Pretty smart of Patrick, heh! This impressed the 
king and he converted to Christianity. Patrick was then able to move freely and preach the 
faith. 

Nobles, soldiers, men, women and children all loved to listen to Patrick. This man who was 
a slave eventually touched hearts with God’s help. It wasn’t easy because often he was 
beaten and imprisoned. Patrick and his followers traveled throughout Ireland preaching the 
Christian religion. Eventually thousands asked to be baptized. For over 30 years he 
established monasteries, schools and churches. 
 He is inspiring to us today because maybe we take our faith for granted when we are young. 
Do you have a dream? You may want to be an astronaut or even an Olympic ice skater. 
Whatever your dream God will get you to it and THROUGH IT! The challenges he faced made 
Patrick’s faith catch on fire. He had a love for people and he desired to do something special 
for God. He actually wanted to return to the people who once enslaved him. God took that 
“impossible dream” of his and turned Patrick’s life into one of courageous holiness. He helped 

 

St. Patrick Feast: March 17  

By Jeannette Booth; 

I  love the stories of the saints. They all lived their 
lives for Christ and that is what inspires all of us. 

Caryll Houselander put it best: 
  “…when the years move on and we look 

back, we find that it is not the social reformer or 
the    economist or even the church leader who 
has done tremendous things for the human race, 
but the silly saints in their rags and tatters, with 
their empty pockets and their impossible 
dreams.” 



The Light 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  R oma n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

L a k e  J a c k s o n ,  T X   

Page 26 

The Saints  

change an entire nation! The Irish people came to cherish their faith and thank God for Patrick. 
They honor him as their own. His feast day is March 17th. Ye be wearin’ the green now! Happy 
St. Paddy’s Day to you! 

St. Catherina of Siena 
Feast: April 29 

By Jeannette Booth; 

D o you feel sometimes like you don’t fit in? St. 
Catherine could be your patron saint. This Italian 

saint was born in the 1300’s to a devout Catholic family. She 
was one of the youngest of twenty-five siblings. Later in life 
she showed how diplomatic she could be. Any wonder 
growing up in such a large household? From the time she 
was young she surprised everyone Nothing she did was 
normal or expected. Her first vision of Christ was at age 5. By 
age seven she vowed to give her whole life to God. God 
never sends telegrams to tell us how to follow his will. So, like 
all of us she had to find her own unique way. 

She resisted marriage and she ignored the cloistered 
religious life. Instead she joined the Dominicans, donned a 
habit and lived at home with her family. She was taught to 
read, and she lived in almost total silence and solitude in the 
family home. Catherine had a bad habit of giving away food 

and clothing without asking permission which disturbed her family but she demanded nothing 
for herself. She slept little and depended on the Eucharist for her food. Why? Some thought 
her strange but she knew God wanted her to do it. She felt he had big plans for her. She knew 
she had to be free, strong and close to God. And what an amazing life she had!  

During her life the pope and cardinals had moved to Avignon, France. The leaders of the 
Church lived in lavish comfort in castles, but were controlled by the French king. They were not 
speaking for God anymore. Someone had to fix things and get the pope back to Rome. 

Catherine was young, could not read, but had established herself as a woman of prayer. 
She taught people about God and they listened to her. She was even a friend of the pope. She 
headed to Avignon. She didn’t hesitate to speak frankly when she arrived She told the pope 
that “the stench of corruption smelled all the way back to Siena”…” where she lived. She told 
the Pope he had to return to Rome. The pope listened and did so. 

Catherine’s life did not fit into any box people wanted to put her into. She continued as a 
confidante to the pope and other leaders. She negotiated treaties, traveled, became a 
philosopher, a mystic a theologian and even a spiritual writer. She was one of the most socially 
active, most publicly influential, and one of the most theologically piercing women in our church 
history. Amazingly, she did all this before she died at the age of thirty-three. In 1970 she was 
declared a doctor of the Church along with St. Teresa of Avila. Only four women saints have 
received that title because of the value of their spiritual letters and writings.  

   She was a woman ahead of her time and someone that really speaks to us today. She 
shows that we need to be our own, unique self. She shows us that when we walk into the 
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The Saints  

world and take God seriously, he zaps us the gifts we need to do that in our own way. God 
does it even when we surprise others. God does it even when we don’t fit into boxes other 
people want to put us into. 
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St. Damien de Veuster 
Feast: May 10 

By Jeannette Booth; 

I sn’t love the most wonderful thing in the 
world?  A hug from mom. A big kiss from your 

little sister. A snuggle with a sweet baby. It is 
wonderful. It’s also risky. And dangerous. Think 
about it. When we love, we choose to care. And 
when people we care about are hurting, we hurt too. 
That’s love. It is a choice we make every day. For 
most of us the hurts don’t last very long. St. Joseph 
de Veuster chose to love. But his choice was beyond 
anything most of us can imagine. 

Joseph was born in Belgium and after becoming a 
priest he chose the name Fr. Damien. He was 
chosen for mission work to Hawaii. Before Hawaii 
was part of the United States it was an independent 
country called the Sandwich Islands. Many 
foreigners including priests and sisters lived there 
and ran schools and helped the poor and the sick. 

Fr. Damien was excited to travel there to do that kind of missionary work.  
A few years after he arrived, Damien heard of a terrible situation on one of the islands. The 

people on Molokai Island had leprosy. The rulers feared the disease would spread , so they set 
aside part of the island for the lepers. If you had leprosy, you were put on a ship and sent to 
Molokai. You didn’t have a choice. 

Today, leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, is curable. But in the nineteenth century it was not. 
Once a person was diagnosed with leprosy, he or she knew they would die within a few years. 
Joseph decided to go and help the people on Molokai.  

Leprosy is spread through touch and through the air. It is not a disease one can hide. It 
disfigures people’s bodies and faces. People with leprosy have their fingers, toes and noses 
eaten away. It is a painful and awful disease. Fr. Damien knew this. He knew that if he went to 
live there he would die this way. He went there anyway. 

When he arrived he was horrified to see people who had little more than the clothes on their 
backs. They were dumped off of boats and left to wade ashore and to fend for themselves. 
There were no doctors or homes. People lived in filthy huts and had no fresh water or food. Of 
course, they had no medicine or bandages for their wounds. Damien couldn’t believe that 
human beings could be dumped like garbage, and left with nothing to survive. 

Right away Fr. Damien decided to take steps in making Molokai a community of hope, 
compassion, pride and even song and laughter. All by himself he built better homes. He taught 
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The Saints  

them how to plant gardens for fresh food. They loved him and called him Kamiano. He became 
not only builder but father, doctor, judge, counselor, architect, whatever they needed. He 
pestered the government to send supplies. Just to get rid of him, they granted him everything 
he asked for. 

He showed no fear or revulsion in showing them comfort, dressing their wounds, or eating 
meals together. He showed them they were God’s children. Fr. Damien taught them that they 
could live with dignity. Their chapel shown with bright, bold colors, their choir sang beautifully at 
Mass, and they played musical instruments that Fr. Damien taught them how to play. 

When he had served as their pastor for eleven years the signs of leprosy showed up on his 
skin. His homilies had always begun as “we lepers”. Now he was truly one of them. Knowing 
his time was short he worked hard to build two schools, an orphanage and a new chapel. 
Inspired by Damien’s stories, helpers came to Molokai to help with his work. When he could no 
longer leave his hut, his friends gathered around the windows and doors of his hut  to sing 
softly to him and give him the same kind of comfort he gave them. Damien died at forty-nine 
years old after serving his people for sixteen years.  

Jesus loved even to the point of death on a cross. Fr. Damien loved this way, too, freely and 
without thinking twice about it. When you think about helping others, do you stop and count the 
cost, or do you just step up and help? 

M ary, in the exquisite delicacy of her charity, has such 
profound sense of the needs of others, that as soon as 

she hears of them, she acts spontaneously and decisively to bring 
help. Having learned from the Angel Gabriel that her cousin was about 
to become a mother, she goes immediately to offer her humble 
services. 

If we consider the difficulty of traveling in those days, when the 
poor, such as Mary, had to go on foot over difficult roads, or at best, by 
means of some rude transport, and also the fact that Mary remained 
three months with Elizabeth, we can understand that she had to face 
many hardships in performing this act of charity. However, she was in 
no way disturbed: charity urged her, making her wholly forgetful of 
herself, for as Saint Paul says: “Charity does not seek her own” (1Cor 
13:5). 

Charity makes Mary forget not only her hardships but also her own 
dignity, which was greater than that given to any other creature. 
Elizabeth is advanced in years, but Mary is the Mother of God; 

 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Feast: May 31 

Elizabeth is about to give birth to a man, but Mary will give birth to the Son of God. Nevertheless, before 
her cousin as before the Angel, Mary continues to look upon herself as the humble handmaid of the 
Lord, and nothing more. Precisely because she considers herself a handmaid, she comforts herself as 
such, even in respect to her neighbor. Mary’s dignity approaches the infinite, yet she considers herself 
and behaves as if she were the least of all creatures.  
Ref: Magnificat May 2013– Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D. 
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From The Web 

 

Would you like a deeper, more powerful Lent this 
year? Would you like to start each day by drawing 
closer to Christ? Then sign up for Fr. Robert Barron’s 
free daily Lent reflections list. 

Each day, from Ash Wednesday (March 5) until 
Easter Sunday (April 20), Fr. Barron will send you a 
short reflection straight to your inbox. In addition, 
you’ll receive exclusive videos not found anywhere 
else, special discount codes for new products, and 
giveaways through Lent including DVDs, CDs, 
signed books, and more. The best part is that it’s all 
FREE! 

There’s simply no better way to super-charge your Lent, to prepare yourself for Jesus’ passion, 
death, and resurrection. So sign up at: http://www.lentreflections.com/ 

This year, journey through Lent with Fr. 

Robert Barron: 

LENT 2014 HOLY HOUR CHALLENGE 
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO 

GET SPIRITUALLY FIT THIS 

LENT 

For more information and sign up visit:  

http://www.menlivingforgreatness.com/#!holy-hour-challenge/cb41 

. 

MEN LIVING FOR GREATNESS 
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Important  Dates  In  Th is  Tr imester  

Date Celebration Date Celebration 

Mar. 5 Ash Wednesday Apr. 27 Sunday of Divine Mercy  

Mar. 7 Sts Perpetua and Felicity Apr. 28 St. Peter Chanel 

Mar. 8 St. John of God Apr. 29 St. Catherine of Siena 

Mar. 9 Daylight Savings Time Begins May 1 St. Joseph the Worker 

Mar. 17 St. Patrick, Bishop May 2 St. Athanasius 

Mar. 19 St. Joseph May 3 St. Philip and James Apostles 

Mar. 25 The Annunciation of the Lord May 10 St. Damien de Veuster 

Apr. 4 St. Isidore, Bishop May 11 Mothers Day 

Apr. 5 St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest May 13 Our Lady of Fatima 

Apr. 13 Palm Sunday May 14 St. Matthias, Apostle 

Apr. 17 Holy Thursday May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 

Apr. 18 Good Friday May 26 Memorial Day 

Apr. 19 Holy Saturday May 29 The Ascension of the Lord 

Apr. 20 Easter May 31 
The Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
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C h u r c h  

 

Phone: 979-297-3041 

Fax: 979-297-7895 

E-mail: church@smlj.org 

Web Page: www.smlj.org 

100 Oak Drive, South 

Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
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