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Mission Statement
“Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working through love in the 
promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of 

human rights and human dignity for all.”

What can you find in this issue of 

Lakeside News?

News from State Pg. 5 - 6

Parish News; Don’t Miss It! Pg. 7

CMG Connect Pg. 8

Bakers Check Out Pg. 11

January, February & March 

2019 Birthdays Pg. 15

Calendar of Events Pg. 16

We hope you enjoyed the newsletter. 

Please contact Sarah Ebey at 706-799-4415 or Juanita Oppermann at 979-388-3324 with any 

suggestions, future newsletter items or corrections.

Many thanks to members who contributed articles and photos for the newsletter!

*** All articles are written by Sarah Ebey unless otherwise noted. ***
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http://www.texascda.org/
mailto:juanitarn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rwpawelka@att.net
mailto:sharonernst36@yahoo.com
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mailto:rpalasota.cda@gmail.com
mailto:cdaolqotlc2364@gmail.com
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Regent Message

Regent Message

By Juanita Oppermann, Regent

Christmas has passed and we have 

completed a very successful 2018 thanks 

to the generosity of all our CDA sisters. 

We had 20 volunteers for the Bell Ringing 

for the Salvation Army.  We had a very 

successful Christmas party.  We had 33 

members attend along with 34 Knights of 

Columbus members and 10 

guests/spouses.  Our Adopt A Family 

committee collected over $2000.00 and 

was able to provide a nice Christmas for 

the family of 7 children, provide the 

mother with money for day care and 

travel with enough left over to help 

throughout the new year.  We thank Janet 

Spicer and her wonderful committee for 

their dedication to the project.

I hope all of the CDA Sisters and their 

families had a wonderful Christmas 

season.  Advent and Christmas is always a 

time of reflection.  We can review our 

blessings and failures and look forward to 

the new year.  Most importantly, we can 

ask God our Father through the 

intercession of the mother of Jesus Christ 

to help us fulfill all our obligations in the 

new year and ask that He gives us the 

grace, strength and courage to stand up 

for what is right and withstand any 

calamities that may befall us.

We have much to accomplish in the 

new year.  Our first project is the 

Valentine Bake sale followed by the 

Chicken/Spaghetti Dinner.  Our raffle 

tickets were available for the January 24th

meeting.  If you were not able to receive 

your tickets at the January meeting, 

please pick up your raffle tickets after the 

Saturday/Sunday Masses in February.   

Sell as many as you can or purchase them 

yourself.  We have some very nice prizes 

this year.  It is also very important that 

you volunteer to help out in the various 

areas and to make this a very successful 

endeavor.
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National News 

A Prayer for Priests

Taken from the CDA National Quarterly Newsletter, page 3

For complete newsletter

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2018_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2018.pdf

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2018_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2018.pdf
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Operation 
Morningstar

Human Life Action

Taken from the CDA National Quarterly Newsletter, page 12

For complete newsletter

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2018_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2018.pdf

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2018_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2018.pdf
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State News

979-248-0993 cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com

From the Desk of the Second Vice State Regent

Taken from the Texas State CDA Winter 2019 Newsletter, page 7

For complete newsletter
http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf

– Rebecca Brown .
God’s peace be with you.
I am very happy to say that the Memorial 
Scholarship Fund has reached $25,000.00; 
which is ½ of the goal set for May 20019.  
Thank you to all the courts who have 
contributed  to date.  Five months are left to 
raise the other ½ for scholarships.

Contributions from April 2018 through March 
2019 are totaled and the amount is awarded 
to graduating high school seniors in May 
2019.  The students must submit an 
application which can be printed from the 
Texas CDA website, www.texascda.org.  The 
application is due by January 31, 2019 and 
mailed to my P.O. Box.

Students must be related to a CDA member 
or a JCDA member and be sponsored by a 
CDA court which has contributed at least 
$50.00.  If you are not sure your court has 
contributed to the MSF project, contact me. 
Spread the word to your court members and 
have students related to CDA members 
apply for the Texas State CDA scholarship.  
Catholic Daughters of Texas have constantly 
awarded scholarships to over 40 students 
each May.

Ever need some idea for using our Mass 
cards? One court is providing their veterans 
with spiritual remembrance and is including 

a Mass card with each one.  Another court 
has Mass cards available through their 
religious store.

Mass cards are flying out of the hands of a 
court who is selling them after each Mass.  
Have you considered sending our Mass cards 
to your CCE teachers, co-workers, new 
babies born each month, or even the 
President of the United States?  Mass cards 
can be sent to our veterans, nursing home 
residents, new church members, get well 
bouquets, government officials, doctors, and 
thinking of you greetings.

Don’t limit Mass cards to Texas residents.  
Encourage your court members to continue 
using the Mass cards for varied occasions.  
Everyone needs prayers! Our Blessed Mother 
Mary encourages us to pray unceasingly.  We 
all know prayer can change hearts, minds, 
countries, and the world.

Russia was converted and popes have been 
saved. 

Thank you for your invitations and your 
continued support.

May you be blessed with God’s peace.

NOTE: Look in the CDA sisters in Action for pictures of Ct 2547 
with their Veteran’s Bouquets.

{In Christ We Love}

Memorial Scholarship

mailto:cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com
http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf
http://www.texascda.org/
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More News from 
the State

CDA Communications Corner– Linsay Tomlinson

Taken in part from the Texas State CDA Winter 2019 Newsletter, page 24

For complete newsletter

Ways & Means – by Cynthia Novak

Taken from the Texas State CDA Winter 2019 Newsletter, page 20

For complete newsletter

http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf

http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf

979-965-3325

cynovak@verizon.net
There is an order form included in the 1st Call to Convention 

for a Souvenir Tumbler. It will also be posted on the website.  

The Ways & Means Committee decided to celebrate this 

convention with a special item.  It is a 20oz. Tumbler, RITC 

brand, purple, and the CDA logo lasered on.  Pre-Orders will 

be taken and delivered at the convention.  Reserve yours 

now!

Convention Raffle
Raffle tickets for the convention will be mailed in January 

2019.  Each court will receive tickets to sell in advance; sell 

early and send in the money or you can bring it to the 

convention.  The raffle Prizes are really good!

Silent Auction
We are in need of items for the silent auction. The deadline 

to send silent auction items is Saturday, April 20, 2019.

Convention Communication Central 
As Convention draws near stay close to our Facebook page.  It’s going to 

be Communication Central for everything Convention related.  You’ll find 

reminders for registration and contest deadlines, have fun times playing 

Facebook games, receive secrets on convention information and it’s a great 

way to connect and share the enthusiasm of convention with other CDA ladies.  

More information to come.

PowerPoint Picture Project
During the convention we’re planning on showing a PowerPoint presentation that represents all 

our CDA courts around the State of Texas.  We want 

everyone included so we’re requesting photos of your 

courts and court activities, so we can show off all the 

beautiful ladies of Texas CDA.  Please send your pictures 

to linsaytomlinson@Austin.rr.com or post on our Texas 

CDA Facebook by April 1, 2019.

http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf
http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2019/State%20Newsletter%20Winter%202019_final.pdf
mailto:cynovak@verizon.net
mailto:linsaytomlinson@Austin.rr.com
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New from the 
Parish

Catholic Daughters and Families, 

As the parish prepares for the transition of the retirement of 

Msgr. Leo to the appointment of a new Pastor, a Memory Book would 

be published containing parish history, reflections of Msgr. Leo’s 

thirty four years here as pastor and pictures of the families who are 

currently members. This directory will also be of benefit to the new 

pastor, to the parish staff and all ministries.

The directory committee will be working with Lifetouch 

Photography to publish a book which we all can be proud of. Your 

participation in having your picture in the book is important to the 

success of this project. You will be contacted soon to schedule your 

family portraits. There is no obligation to purchase photos and every 

family who has their portrait made will receive a free photo and a 

directory.

Please make your plans to be part of this directory and 

thank you for your support.

Don’t Miss out

The dates the pictures will be taken are:

Tuesday, February 26 – Saturday, March 2

Tuesday, March 12 – Saturday, March 16

Tuesday, April 9 – Saturday, April 13

By Melanie Viktorin

Parish Administrative Assistant
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CMG to Replace 
VIRTUS

From the Desk of Melanie Viktorin
The CMG Safe Haven online training is replacing the VIRTUS training. The 

training consists of 3 vignette style training videos that is approximately 60 minutes 
and will include a criminal background check that must be completed.

These trainings are available in English and Spanish. We will no longer offer live 
trainings, all Safe Environment trainings will only be available online.

All new employees and volunteers will complete the Safe Haven online training 
program instead of VIRTUS PGC training. The turnaround time for approval may 
be approximately two weeks or less.
All individuals must complete the training and complete a background check prior 
to the start of employment and/or volunteer service.
The 5-year anniversary date is still in place, individuals who recently attended 
VIRTUS will not be due to complete refresher trainings until they have met their 
5-year anniversary date.
As the 5-year anniversary date is met, individuals will need to log into 
CMGConnect with their previous personal VIRTUS user id and 1234 as the 
password. Once the individual logs into their CMGConnect account, they 
will be able to change their password. If they do not remember the user id, 
they may contact the following:

1.       Melanie Viktorin at 979-297-3041 or melanie@smlj.org
2.       Daphne Woods at 800.228.6108 ext. 2375 or dwoods@catholicmutual.org  
3.       CMG at cmgconnect@catholicmutual.org

The following individuals below will now be required to complete Safe Haven 
online training as well:

1.       Individuals who have never attended training.
2.       Individuals who are currently due for refresher training and had not attended 
VIRTUS training.
3.       Individuals who are currently due and have not attended VIRTUS training.
4.       Individuals who are out of compliance or past due.

Melanie Viktorin
Parish Administrative Assistant
St. Michael the Archangel Church
Lake Jackson, Texas
979-297-3041
979-299-3501
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CDA/KC 
Christmas Dinner

CDA and K of C Joint Christmas Party

Above L to R: 

Joan Taplett and 

Isabell 

Respondek

Left L to R: Ann 

Riedel and Karen 

Koranek
Above L to R: Msgr. Leo, Juanita Oppermann

and Deacon Gary Forse

The CDA/KC Annual Christmas 
Party was held after the 5:30 pm Mass 
on Saturday, December 1 in Wlecyzk
Hall.  In attendance were 34 Knights 
of Columbus, 33 Catholic Daughters, 

and 10 spouses/guests.  The Knights 
provided the entree for the dinner, a delicious ham; and, 
the Catholic Daughter brought covered dishes of 
vegetables, potatoes, and desserts.  Everything was 
delicious.  The meal was followed by the singing of 
Christmas carols and games. Christmas gifts were 
presented to the clergy including Msgr. Leo Wlecyzk, Father 
Loc Phan, and Deacon Gary Forse and to Michael Pellizzari
who assists the Catholic Daughters in all of the setup of the 
hall and Angelina Room for our monthly meetings 
and various other functions. The evening                   
ended with drawing for door prizes.  A 
good time was had by all.  Hope to see 
everyone next year!  

By Juanita Oppermann, Regent
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Top Left L to R: Doris Grigar, 

Shirley Girouard, Isabell Respondek;  

Top Center L to R: Katie Bailey      

. and Carmen Galvan; 

.   Bottom Center L to R: Janet        

.     Spicer and Deanna  Hudgeons;    

.     and  

.       Bottom Right L to R: Shirley     

.        Girouard, Isabell Respondek

and     and Carmen Galvan.

CDA Sisters 
Helping Out

Adopt A Family

CDA Sisters give of their time 
to help the Salvation Army 
with their Annual Christmas 
Program as they Ring the    
Bell at the Kroger in Clute, 
December 11 & 12.  We     
had 20 members volunteer   
for two hour shifts with     
two serving together.

Above L to R: Janet 

Spicer, Janet Gipson, Karen 

Koranek, Bunny Swist and 

Deanna Hudgeons and 

Right L to R:, Karen 

Koranek, Janet Spicer, 

Bunny Swist and Deanna 

Hudgeons

Ringing the Bell for the Salvation Army

Each year CDA Court 2364 adopts a family in need from our 

community.  Our Adopt A Family Committee Chair Janet Spicer and her 

team of elves worked hard wrapping Christmas gifts for the family of nine. 

Funds collected provide for the family for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

birthdays and school supplies for the kids.

Our court funds Adopt A Family as a budget item voted on each year. 

The family is identified in October and adopted for one year through the 

start of the next school year. Money is also collected at our monthly 

meeting in October meeting and at the joint Catholic Daughters of 

America and Knights of Columbus Lake Jackson Council 6812 annual 

Christmas party.  This years funds were $300, $228, and $1610 

respectfully, totaling $2138 that will go to support the family.

By Sarah Ebey, 

Newsletter 

Editor

By Sarah Ebey, Newsletter Editor
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Calling All Bakers!!

Valentine’s Bake sale

By Sarah Ebey, Newsletter Editor

The Annual Gathering Place 

Brain Fair will be held on March 

23rd from 9a – 1p at the Brazoria 

County Fairgrounds. Each year 

Catholic Daughters from St. 

Michaels, St. Joseph, St. Jerome’s 

and Holy Trinity courts come 

together as a district, with baked 

goods galore! So get ready to bake 

your hearts out! More information 

will follow as to signing up to 

volunteer that day and when and 

where to drop those delicious 

treats.  

Also, take a look at the flyer, 

you’ll see you can exercise with 

one of our very own Queen of the 

Lake court 2364 sisters, Pat 

Williams.

Brain Fair

By Sarah Ebey, Newsletter Editor

Warm up those ovens, 

get out the pans and mixing bowls and 

get on your aprons! 
It’s time to start baking for our annual Valentine’s Bake Sales.  The 

date is February 10th, that’s only a couple weeks away. Bake sale          
profits help with scholarships and other organizations that we            
support. Our goal for this bake sale 
is a $1000.00 let see if our 
combined efforts can make 
that happen. 
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Power of Prayer

Lone Rose Sunday
Sunday January 20 is designated as Lone 

Rose Sunday by the Knights of Columbus and is 

commemorated at St. Michael the Archangel 

Catholic by the placing of the crosses on the 

parish grounds.  Plans for the activity were made 

by Juan Serros, Youth Minister, and Kathleen 

Calhoun, Pro-Life Chairman for the Catholic 

Daughters.  The crosses are placed each year to 

commemorate the murder of the unborn.  A new 

analysis published by the National Right to Life 

Committee indicated there have been an           

an estimated 60,069,971 abortions since the 

Supreme Court handed down its 1973 Roe vs. 

Wade decision allowing virtually unlimited 

abortions.  We must continue to pray that more 

women will recognize that the abortion is truly 

the taking of a life.  In Jeremiah 1:5, God’s word, 

it is written “Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, and before you were born I 

consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 

the nations.” 

Left L to R: Paula Price, Kathleen 

Calhoun and Bunny Swist placing 

crosses on the grounds of St. 

Michael’s.

Right L to R: Kathleen Calhoun, 

Bunny Swist and Paula Price 

standing at the memorial “Dedicated 

to the Memory of the Unborn” 

Center L to R: Paula Price, 

Kathleen Calhoun and 

Bunny Swist standing with 

Mother Mary.

By Juanita Oppermann, Regent

Prayer Request
We have so many members & friends in need of prayers.

Condolences for those we have lost over the last 2 months: Elsa Leticia Zorro de 

Gonzales, mother of Monica Thigpen; Stephanie Hall Harris, granddaughter of Ruth 

Cleaver;Janie Patterson, sister of Janet Spicer; Misty Flora, Shirley Huerta & Karen Fields, all 

friends of Mary Montague;
Faithful prayer warriors, please continue to pray for all those on our prayer lists & 

especially pray for those on our Immediate prayer request list:
Anthony & Jerry (Montague)

Pete Stavinoha & Glenda 

(Mensik)

Melissa Allred

Jim Aud

Sherry Bergen

Denny Blackwell 

Peyton Boaz

Nick Cessarini

Diane Christenson (West)

Deacon Augustin Cruz

Carolyn Erikson

Boots & Ruth Ermis

Marlo Fischer (Kiefer)

Hudson Flanagan

Virgie Holub (Mensik)

Cindy Matula Larson

Kathy Latino 

Ernie Mensik

Bubba Moore

Paul Perdue

Linda Price 

Igor Radulic

J.R. Ramirez

Jim S.

Katie-Anne Marie Schilling

Mirella Sherman 

Joyce Sykora

Rocky Thomas 

Ray Villarreal

Bridget West Grandmother

Don (Cheese) Whitlow

By Mary Montague

We have so many members & friends in need of prayers.
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Happenings

Heart of Worship

L to R: Patti Trahan, 

Margarita Prinz, Barbara 

Robie and Jet Booth 

signing up parishioner 

after each Mass for 

Heart of Worship.

By Sarah Ebey, Newsletter Editor

“Rekindle the Fire 

in Our Hearts”

Don’t miss out! 

February 9th,St. Michael 

will hold its second annual 

Heart of Worship featuring 

guest speaker Brother Herman 

Johnson, O.P.   Registration is 

easy, you can sign up in the 

hall of the Family Life Center 

after each Mass or online at 

https://www.smlj.org.  

https://www.smlj.org/


January/February 2019 Newsletter - Page 14

Committee Information

Coffee and Donuts
Do you love that cup of coffee after Mass?  

Do you see the joy in the children’s faces after 
Mass when they get to put their dollar in the 
basket and receive that glass of orange juice 
and donut?  The thanks goes to Coffee and 
Donuts Chair person Sheri Hanson.  She and all 
the wonderful ladies that help out each week 
deserve a big smile and Thank You.  Without 
them we wouldn’t have coffee, orange juice and 
donuts to fellowship with after Mass.

L to R: Bunny Swist and Sheri 

Hanson serving coffee and donuts 

on Sunday.

Committee Chair Corner

CHICKEN SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER TICKETS 
HAVE ARRIVED!

Rachel Warner is the Raffle Committee chair this year.  The tickets 
will be available for sale on January 24 beginning with the evening meeting.  
If you are not at the meeting, you can pick up your tickets after all Masses 
on the Sundays in February except the weekend of Feb. 23 & 24.  Or, you 
can call Rachel at (979) 236-7668 or email her at rwpawelka@att.net to 
obtain your tickets.  It is recommended that each member either sell or 
purchase $50.00 worth of tickets.  Be on the look out for further 
information about selling tickets.  We will be selling tickets until the day 
of our Fundraiser on Sunday, March 3, 2019! Look for dates to sell in the 
FLC hallway after all Masses!  Our success depends on the participation of 
each and everyone of you.

Don’t Miss the February meeting! Sign-up sheets will be available for 
volunteers for the Chicken Spaghetti Dinner to be held March 2 (Workday) 
and March 3 (Dinner). The Red Roaster Campaign will be in full swing soon!  
Don’t forget to contribute to the Red Roaster Campaign to help defray the 
cost of the fundraiser.  By Juanita Oppermann, Regent

If you are interested in helping after just one Mass a few times a year contact Sheri 
Hanson via email at slhanson@coastal-link.net or by phone at (979) 285-7434.

By Sarah Ebey, Newsletter Editor

mailto:rwpawelka@att.net
mailto:slhanson@coastal-link.net
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Birthdays

January BirthDay’s
5 – Ann Riedel

9 – Gera Martin

10 – Donna Ditges

15 – Dianne Koester

16 – Constance McEntee

19 – Bunny Swist

19 – DanDee Trevino

22 – Gaylin Black

22 – Bartlett Ramsey

23 – Janet Gipson

30 – Sarah Ebey

4 – Olivia Gomez

9 – Margaret Chelette

20 – Coletta Stover

21 – Candace Novak

24 – Lois Loftus

27 – Alison Pottratz

FeBruary BirthDay’s

1 – Patty Matus

1 – Margie McAda

7 – Carol Lewis

7 – Dorothy Savana

9 – Janice Hawley

25 – Maria Villarreal

28 – Idalia Gallardo

March BirthDay’s

DeceMBer BirthDay’s
Apologies to the Rachel Warner who was left 

off the December birthday list. 

24 – Rachel Warner
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CDA Court
Calendar

Date Event Time Location

7 Jan Patriotic Rosary 7p Church

9 Jan Sewing Day 9a – 1p F-Wing

10 Jan Board Meeting 6:30p TBA

24 Jan Regular Business Mtg 6:30p social / 7p mtg Angelina 

27 Jan Quarterly Mass 9:30a Church

4 Feb Patriotic Rosary 7p Church

6 Feb Sewing Day 9a – 1p F-Wing

6 Feb Family Meal Night by CDA 5p Wleczyk Hall

9 Feb Heart of Worship 8:30a - ? Wleczyk Hall

10 Feb Valentines Bake Sale 7a - ? FLC Hallway

14 Feb Board Meeting 6:30p TBA

14 Feb St. Valentine’s Day

14 – 17 Feb Women’s A.C.T.S. Christina Renewal Center, Dickenson

28 Feb Regular Business Mtg 6:30p social / 7p mtg Angelina 

2 Mar Red Across America More to Come

2 Mar Set Up for Chicken Spaghetti Dinner Wleczyk Hall

3 Mar Chicken Spaghetti Dinner / Silent Auction / Raffle Wleczyk Hall

4 Mar Patriotic Rosary 7p Church

6 Mar Ash Wednesday

6 Mar Sewing Day 9a – 1p F-Wing

8 Mar KC Fish Fry 5p Wleczyk Hall

14 Mar Board Meeting 6:30p TBA

15 Mar KC Fish Fry 5p Wleczyk Hall

22 Mar KC Fish Fry 5p Wleczyk Hall

23 Mar Gathering Place Brain Fair 9a – 1p Brazoria County Fairgrounds

28 Mar Regular Business Mtg 6:30p social / 7p mtg Angelina 

29 Mar KC Fish Fry 5p Wleczyk Hall

2 – 5 May State Convention McAllen Convention Center

1 Jun Clergy Appreciation Day TBA Family Life Center



January/February 2019 Newsletter - Page 17

Puzzle Page

Messiah

King

Friend

Savior

Christ

Beloved

Deliverer

God

Teacher

Advocate



January/February 2019 Newsletter - Page 18

Catholic Daughters of America

Our Lady Queen of the Lake Court # 2364

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church

100 Oak Drive South

Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Lakeside News

To:

Stamp


