
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2022 



11/27/22 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/4/22 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/7/22 Advent Penance Service 
    Wed. 6:30 pm 
 
12/8/22 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Mass  Thu.  8:30 am 
    Thu.  7:00 pm 
 
12/11/22 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/12/22 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Mass  Mon.  TBD 
 
12/18/22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/22 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Sat.   4:00 pm 
    Sat  9:00 pm 
 
12/25/22- Christmas Day 
 Masses Sun.    8:00 am 
    Sun.   11:00 am 
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12/30/22 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Mass  Fri.   8:30 am 
 
1/1/2023 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Masses Sat.(12/31)  5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/8/2023 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat. (1/7)   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/9/2023 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Mass  Mon.   TBD 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tuesday through Friday  8:30 am  
 During Advent (11/29 thru 12/22) 
 
 
Advent Confession Opportunities 
 
12/7/22 Advent Penance Service 
    Wed. 6:30 pm 
 
Offered throughout Advent from 11/29 thru 12/20 
  Tuesdays       4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
  Saturdays      4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
 
Also offered by appointment 
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Online Resources 

 Advent is the season that begins the liturgical year.  It consists of 
four Sundays starting with the Sunday closest to November 30th.  The 
word advent is derived from the Latin adventus, which means "coming" 
or "arrival."  In the time of the Roman empire, the word adventus re-
ferred to the arrival of a person of dignity and great power -- a king, em-
peror, or even one of the gods.  For Christians, Advent is the time when 
the church patiently prepares for the coming of the King of Kings, Jesus 
Christ.  Advent occurs in the month of December and is usually consid-
ered to be a prelude to Christmas.  But Advent can also help us focus 
on three distinct “comings” of Christ.  First, we remember the Lord's 
humble first coming in Bethlehem two thousand years ago.  Second, we 
give thanks for His present and continual coming to us through Word 
and Sacrament.  Finally, we look forward to His second coming in glory 
to judge the living and the dead on the Last Day. 
 While the world around us is overwhelmed by the furious rush of 
shopping, decorations, parties, and other distractions, Christians pause 
during the season of Advent to contemplate the wonder of God's tre-
mendous gift to His creation, Jesus Christ, God made man.  We ap-
proach this time of year in much the same way as expectant parents 
approach the months before a child is born.  There are feelings of exhil-
aration, uneasiness, longing, and awe as the day of arrival approaches.  
Just as parents-to-be do everything they can to get ready and put 
things into good order, God's people prepare themselves at home and 
at church for the coming of the Lord. 

The Season of Advent 

The parish is eager to provide resources to us to accompany and sup-
port us in our Advent journey.  Here are some of the resources that you 
can take advantage of: 
  Advent Brochure 
  Advent Wreath 
  Jesse Tree 
  The “O” Antiphons 
  The Best Advent Ever (by Dynamic Catholic) 
  Daily Advent Reflections (from Bp. Robert Barron) 
  Advent Videos 
To learn more about these spiritual resources, please refer to our web-
site at:  https://www.smlj.org/advent-resources 
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The Advent Wreath 

 The Advent wreath is part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle 
Ages, Christians were using Advent 
wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation 
for Christmas, both in churches and in 
homes. 
 The Advent wreath is a ring of ever-
greens with four candles, one for each week 
of Advent.  Traditionally, three of the candles 
are violet (for weeks 1, 2 and 4) and one is 
rose (for week 3).   
 Every part of the wreath reminds us of an important truth about 
God.  The circle shape of the wreath stands for the unending love of 
God - a love without beginning or end.  The evergreens covering the 
wreath suggest life and growth and hope. 
 The light that the candles give reminds us of Jesus, the Light of the 
world.  The light coming from the candles increases throughout Advent 
as each week one more candle is lit.  The weeks of waiting for the can-
dles’ full light help us to recall the world’s long years of waiting for Je-
sus, the Light. 
 On the First Sunday of Advent, we light a single violet candle, 
called the Prophet’s Candle, for the holy men who foretold the coming 
of the Messiah to the Jewish people. 
 On the Second Sunday of Advent, we light two violet candles.  The 
second candle is called the Bethlehem Candle, recalling when Jesus 
was born in the small city of Bethlehem.  
 On the Third Sunday of Advent, we light the rose-colored (pink) 
candle, in addition to the original two candles lit in prior weeks. The 
third (rose or pink) candle is called the Shepherds’ Candle, reminding 
us of the shepherds, who listened and obeyed the angels, saw Jesus 
and believed, and told others what they found. 
 On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light all four candles on the 
wreath.  The fourth candle, a violet candle,  is called the Angels’ Can-
dle, for the Angel Gabriel’s appearance to Mary to tell her that God had 
chosen her to be the mother of Jesus, and for the angels who sang 
songs of praise to God to the shepherds in their fields. 
 This Advent, the parish of St. Michael is encouraging our faithful to 
adopt the devotion of the Advent Wreath.  Advent wreaths and candles 
are available for purchase from the Knights of Columbus in the hall.  
For more information about the Advent Wreath and how to celebrate 
this Advent devotion in your home. go to our St. Michael’s website at:  
www.smlj.org/adventwreath. 
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The Jesse Tree 

 We develop our sense of identity, pur-
pose, security and belonging largely from our 
families and often through a family tree.  Je-
sus also has a family tree, which is called a 
Jesse Tree.  This tradition is based on the 
prophet Isaiah, who said, “a shoot shall come 
out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.” 
In the Advent tradition of the Jesse tree we 
trace Jesus’ family history and learn about the 
love of God for us as revealed through real-

life ancestors of Jesus.  A Jesse Tree can be either a real tree or a rep-
resentation of one, decorated with symbols which mark the journey 
from the birth of man to the birth of Christ. The symbols represent the 
ancestral characters and major events depicted in the bible. 
 The Tree is a common symbol throughout scripture, most memora-
bly featured in the fall of Adam and Eve. Jesus used images of trees, 
vines and branches to explain the power and life of God.  Jesse was 
the father of King David.  The Jesse tree illustrates Jesus’ human line-
age, from the Birth of Man and Adam and Eve down to Mary and the 
Birth of Jesus, showing the fulfilment of God’s promise to redeem the 
world. 
 Today we can find Jesse trees in homes, parishes and schools.  It 
is not limited to Jesus’ royal ancestry, but is a means to tell the story of 
God’s faithfulness over the thousands of years of human history up to 
the birth of Jesus.  When we contemplate The Jesse Tree we realize 
ever more deeply the intimate relationship between God and our own 
humanity. It helps us to connect with the humanity of Jesus, who, like 
us, came from a family line that was in many ways imperfect. 
 A Jesse tree is especially useful for helping us enter into the spirit 
of Advent, a spirit of expectant, joyful longing for the God who loves and 
saves us. It is an engaging way to impart knowledge of our salvation 
history and the momentous place of Jesus’ birth within it.  Thus, while 
the Jesse Tree is about the journey of the people of God, it also sheds 
light on our own life journey. It connects us more deeply to scripture, 
through which Christ never fails to reveal himself to us here and now. 
 The Church encourages us to adopt the devotion of the Jesse Tree.  
Symbols to adorn a Jesse Tree are available for purchase from the 
Knights of Columbus in the hall.  For more information about the Jesse 
Tree, how to build, and how to celebrate this Advent devotion in your 
home, go to our St. Michael’s website at:  www.smlj.org/jessetree or 
pick up a copy of the Jesse Tree brochure. 
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 The “O Antiphons” refer to the seven antiphons that are recited (or 
chanted) on each day of the special period of Advent preparation known 
as the Octave before Christmas.  This period runs from December 17 
through December 23. 
 The importance of “O Antiphons” is twofold: Each one highlights a 
title for the Messiah and each one refers to a prophecy of Isaiah of the 
coming of the Messiah. Let’s now look at each antiphon with an associat-
ed prayer : 
 

O Wisdom: “O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all 
creation with your strong yet tender care. Come and show 
your people the way to salvation.” 
 
 
O Adonai: “O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed your-
self to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him the holy law 
on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty hand to set 
us free.” 
 
 
O Flower of Jesse: “O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been 
raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings stand silent in your 
presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. 
Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid.” 
 
 
O Key of David: “O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel con-
trolling at your will the gate of Heaven: Come, break down the 
prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death; and lead your captive people into freedom.”  
 
O Radiant Dawn: “O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, 
sun of justice: come, shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death.” 
 
 
 
O King: “O King of all the nations, the only joy of every human 
heart; O Keystone of the mighty arch of man, come and save 
the creature you fashioned from the dust.” 
 
 
O Emmanuel: “O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of the 
nations, Savior of all people, come and set us free, Lord our 
God.”  

The “O” Antiphons 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

God our Father and giver of peace, 

you turn the forces of death into healing, 

as you fulfill your promises throughout time. 

Encourage us to be alert for your presence 

and to hope when we are discouraged. 

Turn our swords, our wrongdoing,  

into instruments of peace 

so that one day we will rejoice 

as we walk to the house of the Lord. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Peace and Tranquility 
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Sunday, November 27, 2022 
A Pilgrimage toward God 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122:1–9; Romans 13:11–14; Matthew 24:37–44.  
 

In the time of Isaiah’s prophecy, the mountaintops were considered the 
gods’ dwelling. Is it any wonder that peace, well-being, and complete 
joy were to be found, according to Isaiah in the first reading, on the 
“mountaintop” of the new Jerusalem? As Christians, we are called to 
new life, to new ways of being. We are to discard enmity and act peace-
fully as we walk in the light to the house of the Lord.  
St. Paul discerns between the darkness of the current time and the light 
that awaits us on “the day at hand.” He calls the Romans to be ready 
for the Lord, to reform their lives “to put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The call is for us also so that we will “awake from sleep” and “put on 
the armor of light.” 
Advent begins with a vivid reminder to be ready at all times to meet 
God. “Therefore, stay awake,” Jesus tells the disciples in Matthew’s 
Gospel account. Each day we must listen carefully to the message of 
Scripture. Our destination is the heavenly mountaintop, and our hope 
is for peace and justice for all.  
As the Advent wreath is blessed and lighted on this Sunday that begins 
the liturgical year, keep within you the image of the burning flame. Al-
low the candle to reflect God’s presence within each pilgrim that you 
encounter on your Advent journey. 

© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, DMin. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 



 

 10 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Almighty God, 

you are the giver of peace, 

the source of harmony. 

Guide us to follow your will  

so that we may be united  

in thought and act 

and look forward to a time 

when the wolf is guest of the lamb. 

and all the earth knows you. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Come, Peaceable Kingdom 
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Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Kings Rule, God Reigns 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; Romans 15:4–9; Mat-
thew 3:1–12.  
 

 Isaiah’s prophecy reinforces the vision that a new king will come 
from the “holy mountain” upon which Jerusalem will be built. The sce-
ne that Isaiah imagines is much like the Garden of Eden, where ani-
mals have no enemies and the kingdom is peaceful. The prophet puts 
forth the hope that one day God will reign over the earth and the will of 
God will bring true harmony and peace.  
 The refrain for Psalm 72 parallels justice and peace. Peace will re-
sult when a king governs with justice, when the poor are rescued and 
saved. To govern with integrity, the king must be blessed. From that 
blessing, “all the tribes of the earth” can be blessed. Listen carefully to 
this psalm that proclaims that a leader protects and serves those who 
are defenseless, vulnerable, and victims of injustice. What better way to 
anticipate the second week of Advent than to find a way to treat with 
kindness a victim of injustice? What better way to “think in harmony,” 
as St. Paul states in the second reading, than to seek reconciliation with 
a family member or friend? Keep in mind St. Paul’s instruction to 
“welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomes you.” 
 The reading from Romans today speaks of endurance, encourage-
ment, unity, harmony, and hope. Each day this week, as you contem-
plate John the Baptist’s call to repent, read Romans 15:4–9 and choose 
a different phrase to ponder. 

© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, DMin. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Gracious and loving God,  

you are the source of all hope, 

Embed your grace into our hard hearts, 

and guide us to rejoice on this day. 

Help us to do your will  

as we repent of our willful ways. 

May our deaf ears hear 

the wisdom of Scripture  

as we joyfully await the Lord’s coming. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Rejoicing in the Lord  
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Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Be Strong, Fear Not 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 35:1–6a; Psalm 146:6–7, 8–9, 9–10; James 5:7–10; Matthew 
11:2–11  
 

From the rose vestment the priest may wear, to the depiction of joy in 
the prayers and readings, the Advent theme of rejoicing permeates the 
liturgy on the Third Sunday of Advent. The day is called Gaudete Sun-
day, “gaudete” coming from the Latin word gaudere, “to rejoice.” We 
hear the word rejoice in the entrance antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always,” and the word joy in the collect, or opening prayer. The reading 
from Isaiah portrays this joy, telling of the desert and the parched land 
rejoicing and a time when the eyes of the blind will be opened, the 
lame will leap, and the mute will sing. 
Isaiah predicts salvation and God’s victory over sickness and evil. Our 
“Thanks be to God” after the first reading should be emphatic, because 
wonderful things await us. Psalm 146 offers praise and hope as it tells 
how the Lord sets captives free, protects strangers, and thwarts the 
wicked. At this halfway point in Advent, the Letter of St. James tells us 
to be patient “until the coming of the Lord.” 
For your Advent prayer this week, reflect on the reading from St. 
James, reading it in the morning or before a meal. St. James tells us not 
to judge another and to look to the prophets as an example of hardship 
and patience. The Scripture will help you center on the meaning of 
Advent. 

© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, DMin. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Loving Father and King of Glory, 

you accept us with all of our flaws. 

As we anticipate the nativity of our Lord, 

we are reminded that we should  

seek to model the humility  

of Mary and Joseph  

and obey God’s will. 

Help us find the serenity  

to ready our hearts to welcome others, 

as Mary and Joseph welcomed Jesus. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Anticipating Emmanuel 
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Sunday, December 18, 2022 
Submitting to God’s Will 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 
1:18–24.   
 

In the second reading, St. Paul is referred to as “a slave of Christ Je-
sus.” The word slave to Paul means “one who is devoted to the service 
of another.” The apostle emulates what we are called to do and to be-
come as Christians. In serving God, we submit to a duty that stems 
from our baptism. 
Numerous works of art beautifully reflect Mary’s yes at the annuncia-
tion. Today, we hear of St. Joseph’s yes. When an angel appears to 
Joseph in a dream, telling him not to be afraid “to take Mary your wife 
into your home,” Joseph responds with action. “When Joseph awoke,” 
the Gospel tells us, “he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him 
and took his wife into his home.” As another account of the nativity, 
this is a wonderful story to share with children and teenagers. Becom-
ing the foster father of Jesus was not something that was done to Jo-
seph; he accepted his role with eyes of faith. 
This week pray for stronger faith to continue to ponder the mystery 
that is God-among-us. The Lord is here, and he is yet to come. Salva-
tion is promised, and it is near. Joyful expectation, indeed. The second 
“O” antiphon is prayed today, moving us closer to Christmas:  
“O sacred Lord Come to set us free.”  

© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, DMin. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/22 (Saturday) - Vigil of Christmas  

Masses at 4:00 pm, 9:00 pm 
12/25/22  (Sunday) - Christmas Day -  

Masses at 8:00 am, 11:00 am 
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