
End Times 
Introduction 

• We don’t know when the end will be – only the Father knows, and Jesus will return “like a thief in the night?” – quietly and 
when we are least ready. But we do know that... 

• The end is near ... for you ... and for me! 
• Ever since the Resurrection, we have been living in the last days 
• Jesus comes NOW! In the sacraments, in these last days. He is with us through his word, his sacraments, and his Spirit draw 

us closer to the fulfillment of his promise. Every Eucharist announces the coming of Christ. 

Overview 
• Jesus will return in triumph, but first... 
• ...the Gospel will have been preached to the entire world 
• ...there will be many false teachers and an antichrist will appear and will deceive & persecute the world  
• Signs include wars, rumors of wars, famine, pestilence, earthquakes, and the rise of false prophets 
• All Christians (the Church) will suffer the Great Tribulation prophesied by the Lord, and like Christ, it will end in resurrection 

and glory. Why a tribulation? Parallel with Christ … we are broken and so we must be mended – like setting a bone 
• The final victory of Christ on earth will not come through a gradual improvement of the world's spiritual condition 
• The final victory of Christ will be fulfilled with the final defeat of Satan and his demons 
• The Jewish people will recognize Christ as their Messiah before he returns (from St. Paul in Romans) 
• The dead will be raised 
• Christ will judge the living and the dead and the evil one and his allies will at last be overthrown 
• At the end of times God's kingdom will come in its fullness and all things will be renewed 
• The hope of God's coming kingdom should not tempt us to withdraw from our earthly affairs 
• When Jesus returns again in glory, the dead will be raised to life and all will recognize him as Lord 
• All the world will be confronted and judged in the presence of the glorified Christ 

Early Church 
• Jesus told his followers his coming would be preceded by tribulation, the sun would be darkened, the stars would fall from 

heaven, and he’d come with a loud trumpet-call to gather his elect.  
• The crucifixion of Jesus seemed to fit much of this, and Jesus told them “I send down upon you the promise of the Father ... 

Remain here in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Lk 24:49). 
• So the early church expected Jesus to return in their lifetimes.... 
• Thessalonians: Paul scolded them b/c they quit their jobs, saying those who don’t work, don’t eat. 
• Corinthians: doubted those who had already died would be raised to life with Christ 
• 2 Peter: Doubters that he would ever come: “In the Lord’s eyes, one day is as a thousand years.” (2 Pet 3:8) 

St. Augustine (354-430)  
• Augustine developed an understanding of the last days that remains the predominant teaching of the Catholic Church... 
• The 1000-year messianic reign alluded to in Revelation has already begun – it refers to the establishment of the Church for a 

long period (not a specific length of time) 
• Christ is already present and reigning with His Church on earth through the Holy Spirit (and Sacraments) 
• The Catholic Church, though imperfect, would last until the second coming at the end of time 
• Augustine said anyone who asserts that the judgment is near “speaks hopefully, but is deceived more dangerously.” 
• Particular Judgment: each person at the time of death appears before God to receive his just rewards – blessings or 

punishments – according to how s/he had lived on earth 
• Final (General) Judgment: rewards or punishments would be greatly intensified, and the judgment would be known to all  
• Augustine affirmed purgatory as a painful but temporary process of purification which would be needed before the soul enters 

heaven 

Apocalyptic Books  
• In prophetic books, God sends a messenger (a prophet) to reassure his demoralized people that the evil empire will be 

defeated. The prophet makes the message vivid and awe-inspiring by using images of catastrophes and cataclysmic 
upheavals, painting pictures of a mighty army coming to wreak vengeance; of a woman in agony as she gives birth; of a 
darkened sun and of stars that refuse to shine. 



• Isaiah (i.e. Is 13:6-13) is a book about the end of a world (Babylon), not the end of the world 
• Other apocalyptic books: Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel, Zecheriah, Joel, Parts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
• The word apocalyptic means reveal, or “pull back the veil”  
• 278 of 404 verses in Rev contain references to the Old Testament (OT), but many non-Catholic interpretations have studied 

only the NT. Rev 5 alone can be cross-referenced 12 times to Gen, Ezek, Is, Dan, Zech, and Ps. 
• Rev 5 – God has a scroll secured by 7 seals but nobody is worthy to break the seal – until Jesus.  How is Jesus described?  

Other Beliefs 
The End is Near... 

• Montanists ~100-600 
• Pope Gregory I ~600 
• Joachim and Pope Lucius III ~1200 
• Millerites end of world Mar 1843 then Oct 1844 
• 2011 (Current-day Reader’s Digest Ad) 
• 2012 (based on the Mayan calendar) 
• Emphasized that the end was near: Millerites, Shakers, Mormons, 7th Day Adventists (offshoot of Millerites) 
• Jim Jones, David Koresh & Branch Davidians, etc. 

The Rapture 
• Many Protestant fundamentalists and evangelicals believe certain scriptures contain prophecies of the return of Jesus: 

Matthew 24, Revelation, Ezekiel, Daniel, letters of Peter, Paul, John 
• But the “rapture” into the sky is mainly from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
• Left Behind authors consider the Catholic Church to be the Babylon referred to in Daniel, etc. 
• Description (p35 of End of the World)  << 
• Catholics believe that the New Testament pays little attention to what the physical end of the world will be like, but states the 

end will be a time when Jesus and his followers will be joined together in an eternal union 

Related Topics 
Purgatory 

• Nothing unclean will enter God’s presence (Rev 21:27) 
• Lk 12:2–5 – our sins will be made public 
• Lk 12:59 – "you will never get out till you have paid the very last copper"  
• Good Thief: was told he would be in Paradise this day while Jesus descends to preach to the spirits in prison (1 Pet 3:19) and 

hadn’t yet ascended to the Father (Jn 20:17) 
• 1 Cor 3:11-15 – what happens if a righteous man’s work fails the test? "He will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but 

only as through fire" 
• See also 2 Macc 12:43-45, Mt 5:25-26, Mt 12:31-32 
• Prayers for the dead were practiced by the Jews of the time of the Maccabees and by Orthodox Jews today, who recite a 

prayer known as the Mourner’s Kaddish for eleven months after the death of a loved one so that the loved one may be purified 
• Christ accomplished all of our salvation for us on the cross. But that does not settle the question of how this redemption is 

applied to us. Scripture reveals that it is applied to us over the course of time through, among other things, the process of 
sanctification through which the Christian is made holy. Sanctification involves suffering (Rom. 5:3–5), and purgatory is the 
final stage of sanctification that some of us need to undergo before we enter heaven. Purgatory is the final phase of Christ’s 
applying to us the purifying redemption that he accomplished for us by his death on the cross. 

Hell 
• Catholics believe Hell is real – i.e. Judas was told it would have been better if he had never been born. 
• Hell is to be eternally separated from God (by our own choice, a willful turning away) 
• Unitarian-Universalists, Seventh-Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christadelphians, Christian Scientists, Religious 

Scientists, New Agers, and Mormons—all have rejected or radically modified the doctrine of hell so it’s not a threat 
• Many Evangelicals have advocated that there is no eternal hell—the wicked will simply be annihilated. 
• See also Mk 9:47-48, Rev 14:11, Mt 7:13-14, CCC 1033-1037 

Conclusion 
• Infinite degrees of glory in heaven – our earthly life is not a pass/fail test 
• Revelation – Fr. Corapi’s "We won!" … so what's the point of life ... why bother? 



Appendix 
Glossary 

• Salvation: assurance of Heaven; the liberation from sin and its consequences. Most Protestants believe you can be assured 
of Salvation. Catholics do not believe you can ever be assured of reaching Heaven.   

• Justification: cleansing of sin in a person, conferred in Baptism.  
• Redemption: Christ redeemed us through his Passion; to redeem is to free or buy back. Humanity was held captive (enslaved 

by sin). See also Past and Present Redemption: Eph 1:7, Rom 8:23. Future Redemption: Col 1:13-14, Eph 1:14 & 4:30. 
• Sanctification: purification; sin is not covered or concealed, but is literally cleansed away by purification of sanctifying grace, 

which leads to Justification. First sanctification is Baptism, the second is a lifelong process. Third sanctification is when the 
person enters Heaven.  

• Eschatology: study of the end times 
• End-Times: when Christ returns – Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again” 
• Parousia: the second coming (of Christ) 
• Tribulation: a time of unprecedented suffering, from which all true believers will escape 
• Millennium: the thousand-year reign of Christ 
• Pre-Tribulation (Pre-Trib): believe the rapture will come prior to the 7-year tribulation  
• Pre-Millenarian (Pre-Mil): believe the rapture will come prior to the millenium 
• Post-Millenarian (Post-Mil): believe the rapture will won’t occur until after the millenium. The world is moving toward a 1000-

year period of peace and harmony. The tribulation would come at the end of that period, followed by the rapture, the 
resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and the end of the world. 

• A-Millenial (A-Mil): Evangelicals refer to Catholics and other mainstream Protestants as a-millenial because we don’t believe 
in a literal 1000-year reign of Christ on earth 

Bible  
 

Matthew Mark Luke Heading Description 
5:25-26   Parable of the Talents purgatory – won’t get out until the last copper has been paid 
7:13-14   Narrow Gate few who get to heaven 
12:31-32   Sin Against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come 
24:1-3 
 

13:1-4 21:5-7 Predict Temple Destruction  large stones and large buildings will be thrown down 

24:4-8 13:5-8 21:8-11 Signs of End of the Age fase prohets ; tribulation 
24:9-14 
 

13:9-13 21:12-19 Coming Persecution they will hand you over ; good news must be proclaimed to all nations 

24:15-22 
 

13:14-20 21:20-24 Desolating Sacrilege desolating sacrilege (Dan 9:27, 11:31 , 12:11) ; must flee ; tribulation  

24:23-25  13:21-23   False Messiahs false prophets 
24:26-28  17:23-37 Day of the Son of Man  
24:29-31 
 

13:24-27 21:25-28 Coming of the Son of Man sun darkened; coming on clouds ; great trumpet 

24:32-33 
  

13:28-29  21:29-31  Parable of the Fig Tree day and hour unknown ; one taken and one left 

24:34-36 
 

13:30-32 21:32-33 Day and Hour Unknown day and hour unknown except to God ; one taken and one left 

24:37-41   17:26-35  Suddenness of the Coming coming at an hour when you do not think He will 
24:42-44   12:39-40  Watchful House Owner coming at an hour when you do not think He will 
24:45-51  12:42-46 Fathful and Wise Slave  
25:1-13   Parable of Ten Bridesmaids Heaven will be like this ... keep awake for you know not the hour 
25:14-15 13:33-37 19:12-13 Remain Watchful  
25:31-46   Judgment as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats (31-33) 
 9:38-50  Dire Warnings hell: unquenchable fire, worm does not die 
 12:41-44  21:1-4  Widow’s Gift destruction of the Temple ; do not be misled 

 
Reference Heading Description 
Gen 6:5-13  Corruption of Mankind in Noah’s time 
Joel 3  Nations Judged ; Judah 

Blessed 
day of the Lord 

Dan 12 Time of the End near the end of time knowledge shall increase 
Acts 2:24  Peter’s Sermon after Pentecost ; resurrection of the body 
Jm 5:7-20 Exhortation be patient ; suffering ; confess sins to one another 
Rom 6:4-5 Believers are Dead to Sin resurrection of the body 
Rom 8:10-11 Deliverance From Bondage resurrection of the body 



1 Cor 15 Resurrection resurrection of body (12-14) ; how are dead raised (35) ; we’ll be changed ; last 
trumpet 

1 Thes 4:13-18  Those Who Died in Christ trumpet ; caught up in clouds 
1 Thes 5:1-11 Day of the Lord like a thief in the night ; destined not for wrath but for salvation 
1 John 3:2  Children of God Love Others resurrection of the body 
2 Pet 3:3-9  Coming of the Lord doubters and mockers ; one day is like a thousand years 
2 Tim 4  Preach the Word crown of righteousness for all who have loved Christ 
Rev 3 Message to Churches thief (3) ; hour of testing (10) ; lukewarm, I will spit you out (14-16) 
Rev 4 Heaven 24 elders ;  
Rev 5:1-10  Book of Seven Seals who is worthy to open it? ; vision of Christ as a slain lamb 
Rev 12 Woman ; Dragon ; Angel Woman = Israel = Mary (Our Lady of Guadalupe) ; Dragon = Satan ; rest of Mary’s 

children (17) 
Rev 13 Beast of Sea ; of Earth mark of the beast 666 
Rev 14 Lamb ; Angel ; Doom ; Reaper 144,000 ; good to Heaven ; Babylon ; evil to Hell ; Hell (11) ; harvest reaped 
Rev 16 Bowls of Wrath ; Armageddon Armageddon a broad fertile plain in South Galilee (Israel), site of many great 

battles: Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Romans, Crusaders, Muslims/Arabs 

Catechism  
Paragraph/s Description 
632-637 Christ descended into hell: Sheol or Hades, deprived of heaven; gospel preached to the dead 
651-658 Meaning and Saving Significance of the Resurrection 
668-682 He will come again to judge the living and the dead 
988 freedom & responsibility 
996, 1015-1019 Resurrection of the Body 
997-1001 How do the dead rise? 
1002-1009 Risen with Christ & Dying with Christ 
1010-1014 Meaning of Christian death 
1020 I believe in life everlasting 
1021-1022 Particular Judgment 
1023-1029 Heaven 
1030-1031 Purgatory 
1032 Praying for the dead 
1033 & 1037 Hell 
1038-1041 Last (General) Judgment 
1042-1050 Hope of New Heaven and New Earth 
1051-1065 End Times In Brief 
1402-1405, 1419 Eucharist: Pledge of the Glory to Come 
1524-1525 Viaticum: food for the journey 
1680-1690 Christian Funerals 
1731-1748 Freedom and Responsibility and Salvation 
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