
The	Church:	Reflecting	the	Light	of	Christ	 Chapter	10	USCCA	
Images and Mission of the Church (CCC 748-810) 

Summary	
The word "Church" (Latin ecclesia) originally meant a gathering or assembly. In Christian usage, the word "church" refers 
to the worshipping community, the local community (or "parish"), and the entire universal community of believers 
(CCC751-752). In the Old Testament, God called the chosen people of Israel to be his holy people. The first Christians 
saw themselves as a continuation of that assembly. God created the world for communion with divine life, and the 
Church is that community founded by Jesus Christ through which we grow in communion with God and with one 
another. In the Church, God now calls together all people into one community of faith, hope, and love. God calls us and 
forms us into a community of love, not as isolated individuals. The Church is a worldwide institution; it is a community of 
love, sharing faith in Christ Jesus in the common hope of eternal salvation. The Church was inaugurated by Jesus' 
preaching and teaching and by his choice of twelve apostles with Peter as the head of the community. Ultimately, the 
mystery of the visible and invisible reality of the Church is born from Jesus' total self-giving on the Cross. The mystery of 
the Church is that her origin is in the communion of divine persons in the Trinity - the Church possesses both divine and 
human elements, a visible society and a spiritual reality. The Church has no other light than the light of Christ. 

Questions	
1. (112-7) Describe the works of the Holy Trinity concerning the Church. 
2. (113-1) What makes the Church holy? 
3. (113-2) To whom was the term “church” first applied? 
4. (113-3) What are “domestic churches”/ 
5. (114-2) When was the Church born? 
6. (114-4) What Book of the Bible is sometimes referred to as “Gospel of the Holy Spirit” and why is it so 

“nicknamed”? 
7. (115-1) What do we know about the Holy Spirit in regard to the stability of the Church? 
8. (115-3) What term is used to describe the Church as being both visible and spiritual? 
9. (116-4) Describe the visible Church. 
10. (116-6) How does someone become one of the People of God? 
11. (117-2) Where does one find the Kingdom of God- - heaven or earth? 
12. (117-3) Describe the laity’s active participation in Christ’s role as priest. 
13. (117-5) What makes the ministerial priesthood unique? 
14. (117-7) How do the laity participate in Christ’s role as prophet? 
15. (118-2 & 3 How does the laity participate in Christ’s role as king? 
16. (119-1 & 2) What 2 aspects comprise the “Church as Communion”? 
17. (119-2) What are members of the Church called to do? 
18. (119-4) What does the statement “God is Love” really mean? 
19. (120-5 through 121-1) What arguments do some people give against the Church being an institution? 
20. (121-4) Name three things the Church’s framework provides. 
21. (121-4) What analogies does USCCA use to make its point about the Church needing to be an institution? 


