
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2023 



12/3/23 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses   Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/8/23 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Masses   Fri.   8:30 am 
     Fri.   7:00 pm 
 
12/10/23 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses   Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/12/23 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Mass   Tue.  TBD 
 
12/16/23 Filipino Mass—Simbang Gabi 
 Mass   Sat. 7:00 pm (following 5:30 pm Mass) 
 
12/17/23 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses   Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses   Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/23 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses   Sun.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.  9:00 pm 
 
12/25/23- Christmas Day 
 Mass   Mon.   11:00 am 
 
 
 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION OBSERVANCE 
 
Since Christmas Day is a Holy Day of Obligation, we are obliged to attend 
Mass on Sunday AND again on Christmas.  Masses during the day on 
Sunday, 12/24 count toward Sunday;  Masses after 4:00 p.m. on Sunday 
are considered Christmas Vigil Masses. 
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12/31/23 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses   Sat.   5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/2024 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
  (Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 
 Mass   Mon.  11:00 am 
 
1/7/2024 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses   Sat.  5:30 pm 
     Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/8/2024 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Mass   Mon.   TBD 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 Tuesday through Friday  8:30 am  
  (from 12/5 thru 12/22) 
 
 
 
Advent Confession Opportunities 
 
 Offered throughout Advent from 12/5 thru 12/23 
  Tuesdays  (Fr. Leo)   5:00 pm—6:00 pm 
  Wednesdays (Fr. Dwight)  4:30 pm—6:00 pm 
  Thursdays (Fr. Dwight)   4:30 pm—6:00 pm 
  Saturdays      4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
 
 Also offered by appointment 
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Online Resources 

 Advent is the season that begins the liturgical year.  It consists of 
four Sundays starting with the Sunday closest to November 30th.  The 
word advent is derived from the Latin adventus, which means "coming" 
or "arrival."  In the time of the Roman empire, the word adventus re-
ferred to the arrival of a person of dignity and great power -- a king, em-
peror, or even one of the gods.  For Christians, Advent is the time when 
the church patiently prepares for the coming of the King of Kings, Jesus 
Christ.  Advent occurs in the month of December and is usually consid-
ered to be a prelude to Christmas.  But Advent can also help us focus 
on three distinct “comings” of Christ.  First, we remember the Lord's 
humble first coming in Bethlehem two thousand years ago.  Second, we 
give thanks for His present and continual coming to us through Word 
and Sacrament.  Finally, we look forward to His second coming in glory 
to judge the living and the dead on the Last Day. 
 While the world around us is overwhelmed by the furious rush of 
shopping, decorations, parties, and other distractions, Christians pause 
during the season of Advent to contemplate the wonder of God's tre-
mendous gift to His creation, Jesus Christ, God made man.  We ap-
proach this time of year in much the same way as expectant parents 
approach the months before a child is born.  There are feelings of exhil-
aration, uneasiness, longing, and awe as the day of arrival approaches.  
Just as parents-to-be do everything they can to get ready and put 
things into good order, God's people prepare themselves at home and 
at church for the coming of the Lord. 

The Season of Advent 

The parish is eager to provide resources to us to accompany and sup-
port us in our Advent journey.  Here are some of the resources that you 
can take advantage of: 
  Advent Brochure 
  Advent Wreath 
  Jesse Tree 
  The “O” Antiphons 
  The Best Advent Ever (by Dynamic Catholic) 
  Daily Advent Reflections (from Bp. Robert Barron) 
  Advent Videos 
To learn more about these spiritual resources, please refer to our Ad-
vent resources web page at:  https://www.smlj.org/advent-resources 
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The Jesse Tree 

 We develop our sense of identity, 
purpose, security and belonging largely 
from our families and often through a 
family tree.  Jesus also has a family tree, 
which we call the Jesse Tree.  This tradi-
tion is based on the prophet Isaiah, who 
said, “a shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots.” 
In the Advent tradition of the Jesse tree 
we trace Jesus’ family history and learn 
about the love of God for us as revealed 

through real-life ancestors of Jesus.  A Jesse Tree can be either a real 
tree or a representation of one, decorated with symbols which mark the 
journey from the birth of man to the birth of Christ. The symbols repre-
sent the ancestral characters and major events depicted in the bible. 
 The Tree is a common symbol throughout scripture, most memora-
bly featured in the fall of Adam and Eve. Jesus used images of trees, 
vines and branches to explain the power and life of God.  Jesse was 
the father of King David.  The Jesse tree illustrates Jesus’ human line-
age, from the Birth of Man and Adam and Eve down to Mary and the 
Birth of Jesus, showing the fulfilment of God’s promise to redeem the 
world. 
 Today we can find Jesse trees in homes, parishes and schools.  It 
is not limited to Jesus’ royal ancestry, but is a means to tell the story of 
God’s faithfulness over the thousands of years of human history up to 
the birth of Jesus.  When we contemplate The Jesse Tree we realize 
ever more deeply the intimate relationship between God and our own 
humanity. It helps us to connect with the humanity of Jesus, who, like 
us, came from a family line that was in many ways imperfect. 
 A Jesse tree is especially useful for helping us enter into the spirit 
of Advent, a spirit of expectant, joyful longing for the God who loves and 
saves us. It is an engaging way to impart knowledge of our salvation 
history and the momentous place of Jesus’ birth within it.  Thus, while 
the Jesse Tree is about the journey of the people of God, it also sheds 
light on our own life journey. It connects us more deeply to scripture, 
through which Christ never fails to reveal himself to us here and now. 
 The Church encourages us to adopt the devotion of the Jesse Tree.  
Symbols to adorn a Jesse Tree are available for purchase from the 
Knights of Columbus in the hall.  For more information about the Jesse 
Tree, how to build, and how to celebrate this Advent devotion in your 
home, go to our St. Michael’s website at:  www.smlj.org/jessetree or 
pick up a copy of the Jesse Tree brochure. 



  6 

The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. Howev-
er, the actual origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christian 
Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and 
dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-
sunlight days of Spring. In Scandinavia during Winter, lighted candles 
were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light 
to turn “the wheel of the earth” back toward the sun to lengthen the days 
and restore warmth.  By the Middle Ages, the Christians adapted this tra-
dition and used Advent wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation for 
Christmas. 
The Advent wreath is a ring of evergreens with four candles, one for each 
week of Advent.  Traditionally, three of the candles are violet (for weeks 
1, 2 and 4) and one is rose (for week 3).  Every part of the wreath re-
minds us of an important truth about God. 
The circle shape of the wreath stands for the unending love of God - a 
love without beginning or end.  The evergreens covering the wreath sug-
gest life and growth and hope.   
The light that the candles give reminds us of Jesus, the Light of the world.  
The light coming from the candles increases throughout Advent as each 
week one more candle is lit.  The weeks of waiting for the candles’ full 
light help us to recall the world’s long years of waiting for Jesus, the Light. 

The Advent Wreath 

First Sunday of Advent 
 
On the First Sunday of Advent, light one candle on 
your Advent wreath.  The single burning candle 
begins to dispel the darkness, as a symbol of 
Christ, the Light of the world whose coming we 
celebrate at Christmas.  This first candle is called 
the Prophet’s Candle.  It reminds us of the proph-
ets, those special persons who spoke God’s word 
to the people during the hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  The 
prophets told the people what God was going to do, and instructed the 
people on how to get ready.  Over and over, the prophets warned the 
people to repent of their sins and to begin obeying God. 

Jesus, open our hearts.  Forgive us for the many times that 
we’ve failed to love.  Give us strength to walk in your way.  
Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 
On the Second Sunday of Advent, light two can-
dles on your Advent wreath.  The second candle 
in the Advent wreath is called the Bethlehem 
Candle.  It reminds us of the time when Jesus 
came to earth as a baby and was born in the 
small city of Bethlehem.  It also reminds us that 
Jesus promised to come again.  When you look 
at the Bethlehem Candle, think of Jesus returning to earth in glory and 
honor. 

Jesus, open our hearts.  We thank you for our many blessings - 
the moon, the rain, the people we love, smiles and hugs, sun-
shine to warm us.  Come into to our hearts, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
On the Third Sunday of Advent, light three can-
dles on your Advent wreath.  The third (the rose 
or pink) candle in the Advent wreath is called the 
Shepherds’ Candle.  It reminds us of what the 
shepherds did.  First the shepherds listened and 
obeyed the angels even though they were very 
afraid.  They saw Jesus and believed.  Then, 
they told all that had happened to them. 

Jesus, open our hearts.  Make your light shine through us, so 
that all who live near us will praise your holy name.  Come into 
our hearts, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, light all four 
candles on your Advent wreath.  The fourth can-
dle in the Advent wreath is called the Angels’ 
Candle.  Luke, in his gospel, tells us about the 
angel who visited Zechariah to inform him that he 
and Elizabeth would have a son.  The angel also 
appeared to Mary to tell her that God had chosen 
her to be the mother of Jesus.  Later, a chorus of angels sang songs of 
praise to God to the shepherds in their fields.  We are told that on the last 
day Jesus will send out his angels to gather his chosen people. 

Jesus, open our hearts.  Never let us lose hope.  Help us re-
member that your love and your promises last forever.  Come 
into our hearts, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Eternal God, 

you are the architect of time. 

As we prepare for your promised coming, 

guide us to turn toward you. 

Let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

Bless our Advent wreath. 

As we light each candle,  

may the flame of Christ’s coming grow brighter  

and enkindle our eagerness 

to welcome him into our hearts, lives, and world. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Bless Our Advent Time 
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Sunday, December 3, 2023 
Come, Lord Jesus 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 63:16b–17, 19b; 64:2–7; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; 1 Co-
rinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:33–37.  
 

The season of Advent (from the Latin adventus meaning “coming”) 
is a time to prepare for the coming of Christ. We anticipate three 
advents: the first is the historical coming of the Christ two thousand 
years ago; the second, the coming of Christ among us now; and the 
third advent, the hope of Christ coming again at the end of time. 
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas. This year, it lands in 
early December, shortening our Advent season by an entire week. 
One of the best-known customs of the season is the Advent wreath. 
The circle of evergreens symbolizes the eternal character of God’s 
time and Christ’s reach into our time to lead us to the light of ever-
lasting life. The four candles on the wreath—three violet, one rose—
mark our progress through the season. The rose candle is for the 
Third Sunday of Advent, called Gaudete Sunday after the first word 
of the entrance antiphon on that day, meaning “rejoice.” The day 
symbolizes our joy as we draw closer to the birth of Christ. Bless 
your Advent wreath with the lighting of the first violet candle, and as 
a prayerful entrance into Advent invoke today’s psalm response: 
“Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be 
saved” (Psalm 80:4). 

Lisa M. Orchen. © 2023 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

God of boundless love, 

you are the source of all blessings. 

Be our companion through these Advent days. 

Bless our nativity scene. 

Draw us into the circle of love 

that surrounds the newborn Christ child. 

Help us prepare our hearts 

to welcome him home 

with a deep abiding love 

and with gratitude for his friendship. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Open Our Hearts 
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Sunday, December 10, 2023 
Prepare a Home for the Lord 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85: 9–10, 11–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; 
Mark 1:1–8. 
 

The Lord is always coming toward us, seeking a home in our lives. 
Advent mindfully prepares our hearts as a permanent dwelling place 
for the Lord. The letter of St. Peter urges us to “conduct ourselves 
with holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the day of God”  
(2 Peter 3:11–12). Time is precious during this year’s short Advent as 
it competes with the secular frenzy of the season. Stay attuned to the 
spirit of Advent as you prepare for the coming of our Lord. 
Adorn your surroundings with reminders to keep your focus on spir-
itual preparation. Religious imagery forms us in powerful ways. The 
practice of setting up a nativity scene at home begins in Advent and 
continues through the celebration of the Epiphany. St. Francis of Assi-
si began this custom in 1223 when he celebrated Christmas with his 
brothers at Greccio with a staging of the stable in Bethlehem that in-
cluded live animals. This tradition quickly spread, and people began 
to construct nativity scenes in their homes, churches, and public spac-
es. You might set up your entire scene all at once, leaving the crib 
empty for the Christ child to arrive on Christmas Eve. Or set up the 
scene slowly, placing the figures far from the scene and moving them 
closer day by day with the Magi arriving on Epiphany with gifts for the 
child Jesus. 

Lisa M. Orchen. © 2023 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

God of all Names,  

you are our hope and guide on the path to holiness. 

O Wisdom, come and lead us to the path of truth. 

O Lord of Lords, come and teach us reverence. 

O Root of Jesse, come and show us the way of salvation. 

O Key of David, come and open for us heaven’s door. 

O Radiant Dawn, come and point us to your healing light. 

O King of Nations, come and shower us with mercy and grace. 

O Emmanuel, come into our hearts and make us one with you. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
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Sunday, December 17, 2023 
O Come, O Come 

 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 61:1–2a, 10–11; Luke 1:46–48, 49–50, 53–54; 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 19–28.  
 

Infused with a spirit of joy, the Scriptures remind us to ready our-
selves with hope and gratitude.  
The “O” Antiphons offer a beautiful way to heighten our atten-
tion to Christ’s coming in this last week of Advent. Based on Isai-
ah’s prophecies, the antiphons echo ancient titles given to the 
long-awaited Messiah. 
Daily reflection on the “O” Antiphons helps us prepare the  
manger of our hearts to welcome the infant. The Christ child is 
Wisdom itself; he is our Lord; he descends from the Root of  
Jesse; he is the Radiant Dawn, the King of Nations, he is truly  
Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
With today’s antiphon, we recall that the prophet Isaiah ascribed 
the quality of wisdom to the Messiah, saying, “Wonderful is his 
counsel and great his wisdom” (Isaiah 28:29). This prophecy is 
fulfilled in Jesus, the incarnation of divine wisdom, transmitted 
through the power of his words, and poured out in his daily living 
with us. 

Lisa M. Orchen. © 2023 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
you radiate the light that overcomes darkness 
and illuminate the path to our salvation. 
As you hasten to be born into our broken world, 
help us turn fully to you and  
increase our longing for your presence. 
Fill us with hope for your birth 
and grant us patience and peace, Lord Jesus, 
who lives and reigns with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

God is Near 
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Sunday, December 24, 2023 
Attend to God’s Time 

 
Today’s readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Romans 
16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38.  

 

This year we dwell in the last week of Advent for only hours. To-
day’s Scriptures put an exclamation mark on all the prophetic 
promises we recalled with the “O” Antiphons. As foretold in the 
Old Testament, and echoed in the words of the angel Gabriel, 
the savior will come through the line of King David and thus his 
house and kingdom shall endure forever. 
For most households, these abbreviated final hours of Advent 
will be consumed with hurried preparations for Christmas. Even 
so, attend to God’s time. Remember to light the fourth candle on 
the Advent wreath, adorn the household nativity scene, and listen 
to your Advent playlist once more while cleaning, baking, or trav-
eling. Our Advent texts, songs, and traditions are ripe with prom-
ise. Christ is coming. A savior will be born. The light will over-
come the darkness. God’s faithfulness will endure forever.  
Today we turn the page from hopeful waiting to joyful fulfillment. 
Breathe in the miracle of God’s love. Exhale a prayer of gratitude 
for all that is to come. 

Lisa M. Orchen. © 2023 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. 



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/23 (Sunday) - Vigil of Christmas  

Masses at 5:30 pm, 9:00 pm 
12/25/23  (Monday - Christmas Day -  

Masses at 11:00 am 
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