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Regent Message

Regent Message

Regent Katie Bailey

Spring has sprung. Catholic Daughters are doing many great 
things in our court and across the state. As we move through 
spring into summer, and this Texas heat goes from hot to hotter, 
please keep your friends and family in the fore front of your mind 
and check on them frequently. If you need any assistance in this 
increasing heat, please don’t hesitate to reach out. I’m looking 
forward to a relaxing summer and a refreshing new year.   
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National News 

Taken from the National Catholic Daughters of the Americas Website.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas - New York, NY

National Regent
Emily Guilherme

Recently most of us were able to experience the joy of the vernal 
time change. Daylight savings leaves many of us tired, almost jet
lagged, as we attempt to make it to mass, appointments, and work
on time. It’s  difficult for some of us to adjust to an extra hour of
daylight in the evening. We lose track of the beauty of the coming
spring in the wake of the time change. I’m writing today to
encourage you all to spring forward in faith as our days grow longer
and the flowers begin to  bloom. Springing forward in faith can look
different to each one of us.

One might see this as an act of courage. Stepping out of one’s
comfort zone into the unknown future in order to do God’s will, or
taking steps to  heal yourself after a breakup or loss of a spouse… all 

of these  require us to move forward, to spring forward in faith.

Others may see springing forward in faith as making moves to serve God in bigger ways. Maybe 
beginning an altar society at your parish, going on a mission trip, or participating in a new 
ministry to help serve the clergy, youth, or ministry heads. Perhaps it means tithing more on a 
weekly basis and trusting that God is going to take care of you and your family.

Still for some, springing forward in faith means pressing on when it feels like the odds are 
against us. It may be in different facets of your life; maybe you have a boss who is difficult. 
Maybe family problems that cause you an incredible amount of grief and anxiety. Perhaps your 
trouble stems from what feels like a fruitless job search or a place to live. We need to be 
reminded that God is going to see us through our difficulties and hardships. He will not leave us 
orphaned or alone. He is with us in our daily struggles and we need to cast our cares on Him.

Springing forward in faith means taking that leap. Maybe you’ve heard God calling to you in the 
stillness that you must act on something. Take this season to know that no matter where God 
leads you, He is going to provide for you. Remember, our God is a God of abundance. You won’t 
simply “get by” where He leads you; you will thrive.

I am praying for you, dear sisters. Keep me and all of your National Board in your prayers as 
well.

Springing Forward in Faith

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/#Nationalregent
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Taken from The Lone Star Messenger, June 2023 Newsletter pg. 3

2023 June Newsletter

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cnYJFr0AKL6yRzr9hZwdvLOFhbXoI5CP/view?usp=drive_link
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State News

Taken from the State Website, May 24, 2023

Texas Catholic Daughters of the Americas - Richardson, TX (texascda.org)

2023 - 2025 Texas State Officers
Congratulations to the Texas 

State CDA Officers installed for 
the 2023-2025 term. Pictured 
above (L to R): Janet Purdy, 
State Treasurer; Mary Jane 
Albert, First Vice State Regent; 
Virginia Olsovsky, Second Vice 
State Regent; Carolyn Ritchey, 
State Regent; and Debbie 
Johnson, State Secretary. Please 
pray that they may have a 
successful term and work 
together in unity and charity.

Please Pray for the 
State Chairmen

The Texas State Board 
prays for CDA leaders at their 
quarterly board meetings. A 
different set of leaders will be 
featured each quarter. May God 
bless these women in their 
service to Catholic Daughters.

Photos by Linsay Tomlinson

https://texascda.org/
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State News

STATE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD DEDICATION
May 21, 2023

Catholic Daughters in attendance at the Dedication 
of the State CDA Habitat for Humanity Build

Habitat Report 

From Mary Montague: 

Wow! We had record 

attendance at the Habitat 

dedication for the CDA 

sponsored home built for Jamie 

& her son. Thank you ALL my 

CDA sisters - you all helped in so 

many ways throughout this 

entire journey that started with 

our festival fundraiser and ended 

with Sunday's home dedication. 

Thank you Deacon Mistretta 

from Texas City who filled in at 

the last minute for Fr. Khoi. 

Thank you, Melissa Alexander, 

Executive Director, HFH SBC for 

you & your board member's 

support & commitment. God is 

Good All the time!

Habitat for Humanity Board 
Member Barbara Fratila makes a 
presentation to the new home 
owner, Jamie Smith.

Executive Director Habitat for Humanity Melissa Alexander, center, 
addresses attendees at the dedication and presents a pot plant to 
home owner Jamie Smith (R) in center photo.

Regent Katie Bailey presents Jamie Smith with a 
prayer blanket.
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Habitat Board Member left and Jamie
Smith, Home Owner right.

State News

State Regent Becky Brown left 
and Home Owner, Jamie 
Smith right.

Left to right are Regent Ana Gonzalez, Regent Katie 
Bailey, Regent Blanca Ochoa, and Regent Mary 
Montague. In front of table is State Regent Becky Brown.

Janet Spicer, front, enjoys 
visiting with fellow Catholic 
Daughters.

Left to right State Secretary Terrie Vacek, 
Second State Vice Regent Virginia Olsovsky, 
State Treasurer Mary Jane Albert, and State 
Regent Becky Brown    

Left to right Deacon Mistretta, First State Vice Regent Carolyn 
Ritchie, State Regent Becky Brown, Home Owner Jamie Smith, 
State Secretary Terrie Vacek, Habitat for Humanity Committee 
Chair and Court 2073 Regent Mary Montague, First State Vice 
State Regent Virginia Olsovsky, and State Secretary Mary Jane 
Albert.

May 21, 2023STATE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
BUILD DEDICATION
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State News

Celebrating 50 years!

Induction of new members Into the Alvin Court.

In memory of the deceased members of 

Court 2073.

Left to Right Dottie Mensik, Cynthia Heffernan, and 

State Regent Becky Brown.

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY 
TO CATHOLIC 

DAUGHTERS OF 
THE AMERICANS 

St. John the Baptist, 
court #2073

State Regent Becky Brown address the

attendees at the Alvin 50th Anniversary Celebration.

Attending the Alvin 50th Anniversary celebration 

for John the Baptist, Court 2073, are left to right 

Regent Ana Gonzalez (Clute Court), Regent 

Katie Bailey (Lake Jackson Court), and Dottie 

Mensik.
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District News

FINANCIAL REVIEW
The Financial Review was held on Saturday, April 

22, in the hall. Members took a break from preparing 
for our annual chicken spaghetti fundraiser to 
conduct the Financial Review. Members who 
volunteered to help included: Toni Sabrsula, Gina 
Zavala, Juanita Oppermann, Dottie Mensik, and 
Bunny Swist. The court passed.

Left to right Gina Zavala, Toni Sabrsula, Juanita Oppermann, District Deputy Rachel Warner, Dottie Mensik, 

and Bunny Swist.
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Left to right Isabel Respondek, Tonie Kwan, Lynette Walsh, Juanita Oppermann, Treasurer Sarah 

Ebey, Regent Katie Bailey, Toni Sabrsula, Dottie Mensik, Joan Taplett, and Bunny Swist. 

State Convention
Preparing the Chapel

April 26, 2023

Regent Katie Bailey placing 

signs by each statue.

Left to right Dottie Mensik and 

Treasurer Sarah Ebey making sure 

everything is in place.

Left to right Isabel Respondek, Tonie Kwan, Lynette Walsh, Juanita Oppermann, Treasurer Sarah 

Ebey, Regent Katie Bailey, Toni Sabrsula, Dottie Mensik, Joan Taplett, and Bunny Swist. 

Bunny Swist placing a rosary 

with Mother Mary.
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Opening Day Mass

April 27, 2023

Treasurer Sarah Ebey.

Front to back Juanita 

Oppermann, Bunny Swist, 

Renee Duhon, Joan Taplett, 

Dottie Mensik, Carmen 

Galvan, and District Deputy      

R     Rachel Warner.

Associate State Chaplin 

Victor Perez was the 

celebrant at the opening 

Mass. After Mass Regent Katie Bailey poses    

for a picture with the other regents.

Left to right Carmen Galvan, Dottie Mensik, Treasurer Sarah Ebey, 

Renee Duhon, Regent Katie Bailey, Secretary Gera Martin, Bunny 

Swist, District Deputy Rachel Warner, Juanita Oppermann, and Joan 

Taplett.

Regents Katie Bailey and Mary Montague.

Secretary Gera Martin.

Ready for the opening Mass 

Treasurer Sarah Ebey, Regent Katie 

Bailey, and Secretary Gera Martin.
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Business and Fun

April 27, 2023

Photos by Juanita Oppermann and Carmen Galvan

State Regent Becky Brown opens 
the Convention with a joke.

OPENING DAY
BUSINESS 
MEETING

Regent Katie Bailey listen to 
the opening remarks.

Enjoying the poolside party are 
left to right Sarah Ebey, Katie 
Bailey, Carmen Galvan, and 
Gera Martin.

State Convention Mascot

Enjoying Lunch Dottie 
Mensik, Carmen Galvan, 
and Joan Taplett.

Business Meeting Opening Day. Left to right Treasurer Sarah Ebey, Regent Katie Bailey, Delegates 
Juanita Oppermann, Dottie Mensik, Bunny Swist, Joan Taplett, and Gera Martin.
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State Regent Elect Carolyn 

Ritchie lights a candle for a 

past state regent.

State Regent Rebecca 

Brown lights a candle for a 

deceased past state regent.

State Convention
Memorial Mass
April 28, 2023

One Candle for each district with 

deceased members was lit by 

the district deputy.

Co-Celebrants Father Victor Perez and Msgr. John Peters, JCDA 
State Chaplin co-celebrate the Memorial Mass.

Memorial Mass for deceased CDA court members 

and to support first 

responders, and our 
military.

District Deputy Procession

Deceased Catholic Daughters of 

each district are remembered with 

a candle as Dutchess Collins 

reads their name.

Photos from CDA State Website and Juanita Oppermann

Members of the CDA wear red in 

support of our Military Troops.
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L to R: Dottie Mensik, 

Carmen Galvan and Joan 

Taplett.

State Convention
Relaxing and Working Out

April 28, 2023

Enjoying Lunch District 

Deputy Rachel Warner 

and Treasurer Sarah 

Ebey.

Withstanding the wind and the rain to participate in the 

Fun Run/Walk are L to R Carmen Galvan, Bunny Swist, 

Juanita Oppermann, Regent Katie Bailey, and 

Treasurer Sarah Ebey. Standing in the back Sheila 

Martinka.

Let the race/walk begin.

Photos by Juanita Oppermann,

Carmen Galvan 

Carmen Galvan 

and Delia Hock

Court Scrapbooks on display for all to see what 

Catholic Daughter in the state of Texas do.

Enjoying a break while cutting prayer cards L to R Bunny Swist, 

Juanita Oppermann, Treasurer Sarah Ebey, Regent Katie Bailey, 

Dottie Mensik and Renee Duhon. 
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An Evening of Pink Fun

April 28, 2023

Photos by Carmen Galvan

Marsha Dew embracing her 

flamingo!

Left to right Delia Hock and 

Carmen Galvan.

Left to right Father Derlis Garcia, Gera 

Martin, Carmen Galvan, and Father 

Victor Perez.Elvis Presley 

Impersonator

Left to right front row Delia Hock, Gera Martin, 

State Regent Becky Brown, and Joan Taplett. 

Second Row Sarah Ebey, Katie Bailey, Carmen 

Galvan, Bunny Swist, and Dottie Mensik.
Left to right Carmen Galvan, 

Michael Jackson 

Impersonator, and Regent

Katie Bailey.

ESCAPE TO PINK PARADISE
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Youth Mass

April 29, 2023

.

Rev. John Peters and Rev. Victor Perez co-celebrate the 

Mass for the Youth. 

Faith Machart, State 2nd Vice President for 

the JCDA, reads the reading for the day.

JCDA Faith Machart, JCDA State 2nd Vice 

President and Alessandra Solorzano, 

State President carry up the gifts at the 

Offertory.

L to R State President Alessandra Solorzano, State 2nd Vice 

President Faith Machart, State Chaplin of the JCDA Rev. Msgr. 

John Peters, Co-Chairs of Youth/JCDA Sheila Martinka, and 

Peggy Supak. 

Opening procession - Faith Machart, 

State 2nd Vice President leads the 

way.
Rev. Msgr John Peters gives 

the homily.

Deacon Dellolio reads the 

gospel.
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On behave of Our Lady Queen of the Lake, Court 2364 Treasurer Sarah 

Ebey presents State Regent Rebecca Brown with a Flamingo Quilt to 

help her remember the State Convention and in appreciation of her 

service to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas through the years. 

The Prayer Blanket Committee assembled the quilt from materials 

provided by the court.

State Convention
Wrapping It Up
April 29, 2023

National Director Darlene Moritz address 

the convention on the last day.

Photos by Juanita Oppermann

State Regent Becky Brown calls the convention 

to order.

Regent Katie Bailey 

Passes the Banner to St. 

Rita Cascia Court #2707 

while Juanita 

Oppermann and Dottie 

Mensik look on. 
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Banquet

April 29, 2023

Head Dais The Banquet

State Regent Rebecca

Brown

State Regent Elect 

Carolyn Ritchie

Rev. Victor Perez,

Associate State 

Chaplin

Rev. Msgr. John

Peters, JCDA State 

Chaplin

Cathy Bittner, Chair

2023 State  Convention
MOST BLESSED ARE YOU

APPRECIATION BANQUET
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Banquet

April 29, 2023

Photos by Juanita Oppermann

Vice Regent Janet Spicer

L to R Juanita Oppermann, Secretary Gera Martin, Danna Kolafa, Vice 

Regent Janet Spicer, Dottie Mensik, Renee Duhon, District Deputy Rachel 

Warner, Regent Katie Bailey, Delia Hock, Bunny Swist, Financial 

Secretary Janet Gipson, and Carmen Galvan. Not pictured Treasurer 

Sarah Ebey.

L to R Treasurer Sarah Ebey, Regent Katie Bailey 

and Carmen Galvan

Up the stairs Danna Kolafa, Juanita Oppermann, 

Dottie Mensik, Sarah Ebey, Delia Hock, Joan Taplett, 

Bunny Swist, Rachel Warner, Regent Katie Bailey, 

Janet Spicer, Carman Galvan, Janet Gipson, and 

Gera Martin

L to R Gera Martin and Renee Duhon

L to R Katie Bailey and Carmen Galvan
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State Regent Elect Carolyn 

Ritchie presents the new state 

Chaplin with his Chaplin pin.

Cardinal DiNardo begins the

Installation Mass.

The liturgy begins.

National Secretary-Treasurer Darlene and Cardinal DiNardo 

begin the Installation of state Chaplin and officers.

Left to right Bunny Swist, Dottie 

Mensik, Carmen Galvan, Delia 

Hock, Danna Kolafa, Renee  

Duhon, and Rachel Warner.
Photos by Juanita Oppermann

The gavel is passed.

Rev. Msgr. John Peters leads the clergy with Rev. Victor 

Perez and Cardinal DiNardo and Knights of Columbus in the 

background.

State Convention
Installation Mass

April 30, 2023
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Photos by Juanita Oppermann

Cardinal DiNardo (center) poses with the new state court. Front row left to right Becky Brown 

Immediate Past State Regent, Carolyn Ritchie State Regent and Darlene Moritz, National 

Secretary-Treasurer. Back row Rev. Victor Perez, Janet Purdy State Treasurer, Mary Jane 

Albert 1st Vice State Regent, Virginia Olsovsky 2nd Vice State Regent, Debbie Johnson State 

Secretary, and Rev. Msgr. John Peters.

Pictured left ot right Janet Purdy, State Treasurer; Mary Jane Albert, First Vice State Regent; Carolyn 

Ritchey, State Regent; Virginia Olsovsky, Second Vice State Regent; and Debbie Johnson, State

Secretary.

State Convention
Installation Mass

April 30, 2023
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Art Work

Artwork by Sarah Ebey
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Committee Reports

Sarah Ebey reported at the May meeting that the CDA Cookbook committee met for 
the 1st meeting on May 16th in the Angelina Room to beginning planning for the cookbook to 
be ready for sell in the fall. Compiling the cookbook is starting now. Members of the court 
were asked to start collecting and turning in recipes to committee. Recipes can be emailed, 
texted, or handwritten, typed, etc. A box is in the coffee & donut room with label RECIPES.  
Dottie Mensik is going to work on getting “homebound ladies” info to be included.  
Committee Members are Lisa Matzke, Toni Kwan, Norma Taylor, Carmen Galvan, Gina 
Zavala, Monica Caraballo, Patti Bettge, Katie Bailey, and Sarah Ebey. You can email recipes to 
ljcda2364@gmail.com or text to 706-799-4415.

COOK BOOK COMMITTEE

ADOPT-A-FAMILY

Janet Spicer, Chairman of the Adopt-A-Family committee, reported that since 
Christmas the Committee has celebrated three birthdays. The committee, made up of Janet 
Gipson, Karen Koranek, and Bunny Swist, presented the 3 children with $50.00 Visa Gift 
cards for their birthdays. The mother also requested help with the electricity bill.  

COMMUNICATIONS

Communications chair, Sandy Seeley, asked to be informed if you are a 
member not receiving an Information from the court.  Also be sure to let her know 
when you change your email address.  Any changes in email address, home address, 
or phone need to be reported so that the national CDA Office can update our roster.  

DONATIONS
Kathy Ward, Chair of the Donations committee, reported to Regent Katie Bailey that 

the donation Committee allocated $150.00 to each of the following community or church 
groups. St. Michael’s Vacation Bible School, Refuge for Women Texas Gulf Coast, Live Oak 
Clinic, Home Brazosport Noon Lion’s Club, St. Vincent de Paul Mattress Fund, and Home 
Delivered Meals. The budgeted amount Was $1000.00 and the donated amount was 
$1050.00. A $50.00 donation was made to cover the  deficit.

mailto:ljcda2364@gmail.com
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Committee News

PRAYER BLANKET COMMITTEE

Binnie Bauml, co-chair of The Prayer Blanket Committee, reported the committee has 
distributed 650 prayer blankets to date.

The committee continues to be creative. Toni Sabrsula put together 11 prayer blanket quilt
kits that used the same pattern but using different combinations of material. Six (6) of the 11 quilts 

are shown here in the picture. Binnie said it was a fun project.
The Prayer Blanket Committee also completed a project for the Youth Group at St. Michael the 

Archangel parish by making new costumes and refurbishing old costumes for the “Live Stations Of 
the Cross” presented by the Youth Group on Good Friday.

Displaying 6 of the 11 quilts made from the quilt kits are left to right Lynette Walsh, 

Binnie Bauml, Norma Taylor, and Charlene Jones.

The Youth 

Group show off 

the costumes 

made and 

refurbished By 

the Prayer 

Blanket 

committee for 

the “Live 

Stations of the 

Cross 

presentation on 

Good Friday.
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Committee News

BUNCO JULY 27, 2023
The July BUNCO will be held in Wleczyk Hall on July 27, 2023, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

All are welcome. Bring your friends. Bring a dish to share. Door prizes will be given out. If 
any CDA member would like to donate a door prize, please leave it in the Youth Office with 
Janet Gipson.

Cost to play remains $10.00. Attendees will be given 1 door prize ticket for the $10.00 
to play and 1 door prize ticket for each food item or dollar donated. All proceeds will be 
given to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Come support St. Vincent de Paul. Summer is a 
time of great need for many families.
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Committee News

The Caring Hearts committees visited with Patty Sayes to say a rosary with 

her and  visit after her surgery this spring. L to R  front row are JoAnn  Forse, 

Margarita Prinz, Patty Sayes, Frances Vaughn, and Shelley Keys. Back row 

L to R are Danna Kolafa, Charlene Jones, Binnie Bauml, and Toni 

Sabrsula.  

CARING HEARTS

Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May
# Total Contacts Made 16 27 24 38 26 29 39 30 27 52
# Calls/Messages 13 19 11 17 12 11 18 12 10 21
# Home Visits 1 1 4 2 1 3 1 3 2 5
# Meals Delivered 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 2 2
# Rides Given 2 2 7 12 10 10 15 13 8 22
# Rosaries 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
Other 1 5 0 7 2 3 5 0 5 2

Caring Hearts Report - 2023 Toni Sabrsula, Chairperson 

May-23

Patty Matus – two home visits while her daughter went to appointments. – Bunny and Dottie
Kathleen Watkins – home from hospital. Loves prayer blanket – sleeps with it every night.
Gloria Milsap – home from hospital. So thankful to all CDA sisters for the many prayers. She is 
grateful and blessed.



April - June 2023

Newsletter – p. 27

Committee News

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS

Be sure to check the schedule and note the date and task you are 
scheduled for coffee and doughnuts. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! Not signed 
up to help with coffee and doughnuts and would like to join the team, please 
email or call Monica Caraballo monica.p.caraballo@gmail.com
at 321-848-1720 and give her your name and contact information.

Serving coffee and donuts on June 11, 2023, are 

Left to right Grace Hatfield, Dolores Hibbetts, Bunny 

Swist, and Ann Riedel. Delores and Ann Served 

another week.

Left to right Toni Kwan and Isabell Respondek. 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE                                 May 21, 2023

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Our Lady Queen of the Lake, Court 2364, awarded a total of 

$5750.00 in scholarships to 6 graduating seniors on May 21, 2023.  The recipients L to R are Kate Schwertner 

(accepted by grandfather Larry Schwertner), Lucas Damian, Presenter Juanita Oppermann, Kolbe Donovan, 

Presenter Regent Katie Bailey, Lyla Gonzalez, and Victoria Jones. Insert: Olivia Mulholland (right) is shown 

with presenter Janet Gipson (left). Thanks to all the CDA members and the parishioners who made these 

scholarships possible.   

mailto:monica.p.caraballo@gmail.com
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Fundraising

Chicken Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/’Silent Auction
PREPARATION DAY                                            APRIL 21, 2023

Cutting the bread L to R are Stephanie Hildebrand, 

Renee Duhon, Shirley Ivy, and Gina Zavala.
Sorting the vegetables L to R are Joan Taplett 

and Janet Gipson.

Chopping the vegetables are L to 

R Isabel Respondek and Binnie 

Bauml.

Cooking the vegetables are L to R Janet 

Gipson and Gera Martin

Chopping the celery are L to R Toni Kwan and Lynette 

Walsh.

Preparing the spaghetti are L to R 

Monica Caraballo and Cynthia 

Grandjean.

Cooking the vegetables L to 

R Gera Martin and Margarita 

Prinz
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Fundraising

Chicken Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/’Silent Auction
DECORATION/SETUP DAY April 22, 2023

Raffle Prizes

Silent Auction Crew L to R Sandy Seeley, 

Shuria Thompson, Elsa Branson, Monica 

Caraballo, Peggy Robinson, Betty Jo 

Jurries, and Pat Williams.

Decorating Crew L to R Peggy Robison, 

Juanita Oppermann, Bunny Swist, 

Dottie  Mensik, Monica Caraballo, and 

Norma Taylor Regent Katie Bailey

Preparation day continued                      April 21, 2023

Janet Spicer and Margie Kaus prepare the chicken.

Joan Taplett (L) and Carmen Galvan wrap 

the bread.

Sarah Ebey sets up raffle items 

for display
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Fundraising

.

Chicken Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/’Silent Auction
time to celebrate DAY April 23, 2023

Cooking the roux L to R  Dottie Mensik, 

Karen Koranek, Regent Katie Bailey,

Pam  Ermis, and Janet Spicer. 

Keeping the pots clean Pat 

Williams (L) and Juanita 

Oppermann (R)

Cooking the roux Cynthia 

Grandjean (L) and Karen 

Koranek (R)

Kitchen help L to R Joan Taplett, Pat Williams, Regent Katie Bailey, 

Lisa Matzke

Serving Beverages Sandy Seeley 

(L) and Ann Riedel (R)

Working the Raffle Table L to R Toni 

Sabrsula, Treasurer Sarah Ebey, and 

District Deputy Rachel Warner.

Silent Auction L to R Isabel 

Respondek, Betty Jo Jurries, and 

Toni Kwan.
Serving Beverages 

Margarita Prinz
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Fundraising

.

Chicken Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/’Silent Auction
time to celebrate DAY April 23, 2023

Serving Dessert L to R Ann Riedel, Isabel 

Respondek, Alison Pottratz, and Toni Kwan.

Preparing the serving line L to R Joan Taplett, 

Janet Gipson, and Lisa Matzke

The annual fund raiser for Our Lady Queen of the Lake, Court 2364 
(Chicken Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/Silent Auction) was held on April 23, 
2023.  The court began the final preparations for the event on April 21 
with the cutting of the vegetables, cheese, bread, etc.  On Saturday the 
22nd the hall was prepared, and the vegetables were cooked. The 
festivities began on April 23rd at 6:00 a.m. as the kitchen group 
gathered to begin preparing the roux . 

The winners of the prizes were as follows: Grand Prize Teresa 
Sablatura (Lap Quilt); 1st Place Collen Waldrop (Statute) ; 2nd Place 
Rachel Warner (Tool Box); 3rd Place Elsa Branson (God Bless America 
Wooden Sign); 4th Place Karen Koranek (Black Purse); 5th Place Loyce 
Jacobs (Cross); and 6th Place Delia Hock (Cross Picture).

The day was a success with the court earning $9154.93. This money, 
together with money raised through our bake sales, has enabled the 
court to meet its budget and provide the following: 6 graduating 
seniors with scholarships totaling $5750.00; donations to St. Michael’s 
Vacation Bible School, Grandparents as Parents, Live oak Clinic, Home 
Delivered Meals, Refuge for Women Texas Gulf Coast, St. Vincent de 
Paul Mattress Fund, and Brazosport Noon Lion’s Club.  Each received 
$150.00 for a total of $1050. The court was also able to give $500.00 
toward the Youth on a mission; $250.00 for the State Education 
Contest, $200.00 to the K of C ALS Fundraiser; $100.00 to the state 
MOMs projects; $500.00 to Adopt-A-Family; $400.00 to the Prayer 
Blanket Ministry; $200.00 to the State Habitat for Humanity; and a 
total $700.00 to each of our priest and deacons at our priest 
appreciation dinner, Christmas Party, and for John Kyle’s Ordination 
gift. Thanks to all the Catholic Daughters and parishioners who have 
contributed toward the success of the court’s annual fund raisers.

4th place (Black Purse) was won 

by Karen Koranek.

3rd Place (God Bless American 

Wooden Sign) went to Elsa 

Branson.
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Fundraising

Father’s day bake sale                               June 18, 2023

The “Father’s Day” bake sale made budget. We earned $1031.00. However, only about 7 
members brought baked items to be sold. After the 8:00 a.m. Mass, we only had 8 items left for the 
end of the 9:30 a.m. Mass. It was due to the generosity of our customers and the donations we 
received from members that we just about reached our goal. Many customers said, “Keep the 
change.” We want to thank the members who baked and donated to the bake sale. It was through 
your efforts that the bake sale was a success.

Left to right Toni Sabrsula and
Renee Duhon.

Left to right Co-chair Janet 
Gipson, Isabel Respondek, Co-
chair Karen Koranek, and 
Juanita Oppermann.

In the background Co-chairs Janet Gipson 
and Karen Koranek mark bake items with 
prices. Toni Sabrsula awaits customers.  

Submitted by Juanita Oppermann                                       Photos by Juanita Oppermann
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Parish Happenings

Lenten Soup               Good Friday, April 7, 2023 

Written by Juanita Oppermann

L to R Candace Novak and Cynthia Grandjean stir the soup.

The Lenten Soup Crew:  L to R are Joan Taplett, Janet Spicer, Leo and Candace Novak, Barbara Robie, 

Rosario Unite, Dorothy Babington, Lissa Harrison, Joan Stanfill.

Catholic Daughters (CDA) Court 2364, the Women of St. 
Michael (WOSM), and the Spanish Ministry joined 
together in preparing the Lenten soup for the parish 
following the Youth of St. Michael’s Live Stations of the 
Cross. WOSM prepared their famous Cheese Soup, while 
the Spanish Ministry  prepared Vegetable Soup, and the 
CDA prepared Garbanzo Bean Soup. 

Janet Gipson and Candace Novak 
chaired the committee with

committee members Joan Taplett, 
Joan Stanfield, Isabel Respondek, 
Cynthia Grandjean, and Janet Spicer. 

The event was attended by 130 
parishioners.
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Parish Happenings

Corpus Christi Procession JUNE 11, 2023 

Written by Juanita Oppermann 

Photographs by Katie Bailey and Pat Williams

St. Michael the Archangel parish celebrated the feast of 
Corpus Christi  with a 
procession around the parish 
grounds with the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
recitation of the Rosary. The 
procession began after the 
11:00 a.m. Mass. The Knights of 
Columbus provided the honor 
guard. Our Lady Queen of the Lake,
Court 2364 provided the setup for 

the second station. There were five 
stations. The parish said a decade of 
the rosary at each station and gave 
veneration to the Blessed 
Sacrament. L to R Pat Williams, Regent Katie 

Bailey, and Betty Jo Jurries set up the 

table for the 2nd decade of The Rosary.
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Community News

Joann Forse celebrates her 90th BIRTHDAY
April 16, 2023

JoAnn Forse celebrated her 90th

birthday with a party at the Lake 
Jackson Convention Center.  

JoAnn is a Charter member of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Our Lady of the Lake, Court 2364.        

The party was hosted by the 
Carnation Street neighbors and the 

Forse family. Sixteen members of the 
court helped her celebrate.

First Row L to R Sarah Ebey, JoAnn Forse, Toni Kawn, Shirley 

Girouard, Georgia Nagle, and Dot Liverset. Second Row L to R 

Dottie Mensik, Sandy Seeley, Binnie Bauml, Peggy Robinson, 

Grace Hatfield, Mary Montague, Isabel Respondek and Margarita 

Prinz.  Third row L to R Lynette Walsh, Betty Jo Jurries, Danna 

Kolafa, and Bunny Swist.
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Business Meeting

April 20, 2023 .

The April meeting was called to order by 
Regent Katie Bailey at 6:30 p.m. There were 30 
members, 5 officers, and 1 guest (Shirley Ivey) 
present. Highlights of information covered include 
the following.

COMMITTEE NEWS

BUNCO-to be held July 27 in the Family Life 
Center. Door prizes are needed. They can be 
dropped off in the Youth Ministry Office.

Caring Hearts: Toni Sabrsula reported that 27 
contacts were made in March which included 10 
phone calls, 2 home visits, 2 meals delivered, and 
8 rides provided.

Donations: Kathy Ward sent her report to the 
meeting via Regent Katie Bailey. Donations were 
given to St. Michael’s Vacation Bible School, 
Grandparents as Parents, Live oak clinic, Home 
Delivered Meals, Refuge for Women Texas Gulf 
Coast, St. Vincent de Paul Mattress Fund, and 
Brazosport Noon Lion’s Club. Each received 
$150.00. This exceeded the budgeted amount so 
a $50.00 donation was made to cover the 
difference.

Scholarships: Juanita Oppermann reported that 
the committee received 6 senior applications. The 
committee will meet after the Chicken Spaghetti 
Dinner/Raffle/Silent Auction and the state 
convention have been held. The Scholarship 
Committee includes Kathy Ward, Sharon Ernst, 
Joan Taplett, and Monica Caraballo.

Scrapbook: Juanita Oppermann reported that 
the scrapbook is complete and will be displayed 
at the state convention.

Ways and Means: Janet Gipson said the 
preparation day for the Chicken Spaghetti 
Dinner will be April 22nd in the Family Life 
Center. The court was asked to bring baked 
goods for desserts. Decorations and other setup 
will start on Saturday morning.

OLD BUSINESS

State Convention: At Moody Gardens in 
Galveston, TX April 26-30. All attendees are 
registered. The court has 11 members attending 
fulltime and 7 who will attend for 1 day.

Financial Review: To be held on April 22, 
2023 at 10:30 a.m. Volunteers are Toni 
Sabrsula, Toni Kwan, Juanita Oppermann, Dottie 
Mensik, and Bunny Swist.

CDA Cookbook: Plans are underway the for 
CDA Cookbook scheduled to be completed in the 
fall and sold at Mums & Mistletoe. Members of 
the Cookbook committee are Toni Kwan, Lisa 
Matzke, Carmen Galvan, Monica Caraballo, 
Norma Taylor, Gina Zavala, and Patty Bettge.

NEW BUSINESS

The dedication for the State CDA Habitat for 
Humanity House in Angleton, TX, is scheduled 
for Sunday, May 21, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. The 
Court will present the home owner, Jamie Smith 
with a prayer blanket. All are invited to attend. 
Please RSVP to Mary Montague. 

Providing desserts L to R Dottie Mensik, Monica Caraballo, Rachel Warner, Patti 

Bettge and Carmen Galvan.

**For more complete information about the meeting, read the minutes for the April 20, 2023.
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L to R Stephanie Hildebrand, Renee 

Duhon, Shirley Ivey (guest), and Gina 

Zavala visit prior to the meeting. 

April Meeting 
Social

Sisters Socializing

Regent Katie Bailey prepares the 

court’s contribution to the CDA 

State Convention.

L to R Treasurer Sarah Ebey, Secretary Gera Martin, Financial 

Secretary Janet Gipson, and Vice Regent Janet Spicer prepare for 

the meeting.

L to R Margarita Prinz, Norma Taylor, and Toni Sabrsula.

L to R Carmen Galvan, Cynthia Grandjean, 

Shuria Thompson, and Regent Katie Bailey.

L to R Isabel Respondek, Dottie 

Mensik, Candace Novak, Lynette 

Walsh, and Toni Kwan enjoy the 

food.

L to R Shirley Ivey 

(guest) and Gina 

Zavala
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Providing refreshments for the May meeting are L to R Gwen Williams, Binnie Bauml, Toni Sabrsula, 

Norma Taylor, Grace Hatfield, and Lynette Walsh.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Circle of Love: Awards presented at the state convention to our court included Category IV 
Division 1, 2nd Place in Circle of Love “ Leadership” and Category IV, Division 1, 1st Place for our 
Newsletter

Scholarship: Six (6) scholarships were awarded to graduating seniors of the parish for a total of 
$5750 on May 21, 2023. The recipients were Kate Schwertner, Lucas Damian, Kolbe Donovan, Lyla 
Gonzalez,  Victoria Jones and Olivia Mulholland. The scholarships were presented at the senior 
dinner by Regent Katie Bailey and Scholarship Chairman, Juanita Oppermann. Thanks to all the CDA 
members and the parishioners who made these scholarships possible.

Scrapbook: The scrapbook was displayed at the state convention. 

Old Banner: Regent Katie Bailey reported that the old banner that belonged to the court, and 
replaced this year, was given to St. Rita Cascia, Court #2707, at the state convention.

OLD BUSINESS

Spaghetti Dinner: The Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle/Silent Auction netted $9154.93

Financial Review: Regent Katie Bailey reported that the Financial Review was held on Saturday,   
April 22, in the hall. Ladies that volunteered to participate in Financial Review were the following: 
Toni Sabrsula, Gina Zavala, Juanita Oppermann, Dottie Mensik, and Bunny Swist. We passed.

CDA to Design a Cookbook: Treasurer Sarah Ebey stated the committee for the development of a 
cookbook to be ready in the fall met for the 1st meeting on May 16th in the Angelina Room. Sarah 
said the Timeline is as follows: NOW, start collecting and turning in recipes to committee. Please 
email them, text them, handwrite them or place them in the box in coffee & donut room with label 
RECIPES. Dottie is going to work on getting “homebound ladies” info to be included. Committee 
Members are: Lisa Matzke, Toni Kwan, Norma Taylor, Carmen Galvan, Gina Zavala, Monica 
Caraballo, Patti Bettge, Katie Bailey, Sarah Ebey (ljcda2364@gmail.com)

Clergy Appreciation Day: (Sandy Seeley/Candace Novak) Saturday, June 24th after 5:30 mass. 

CDA Shirts and other items order forms: Treasurer Sarah Ebey said all items have been 
delivered. If you are missing any items, please report to Sarah. If you haven’t paid, please pay 
ASAP.

**For more complete information about the meeting, read the minutes for the May 24, 2023.
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Written and photos by 

Juanita Oppermann

May Crowning of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. Gera 

Martin is seen in the 

background.

Signing in for the meeting 

are L to R Candace Novak, 

Monica Caraballo, Isabel 

Respondek, and Doris 

Grigar. 

Pam Ermis (right) bought her mother 

Ruth Ermis (left) to the meeting.

L to R Gwen Williams, Sandy

Seeley, Grace Hatfield, Toni

Kwan, Lynette Walsh, and

Binni Bauml

L to R Gina Zavala, Carmen 

Galvan, Renee Duhon, and 

Monica Caraballo.

L to R Sandy Seeley, Gera Martin, 

Janet Gipson, and Katie Bailey. 

Sarah Ebey in the background.

The court members say the 

prayers for the crowning of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.

Treasurer Sarah Ebey places the 

first rose in the vase for Mary.

Secretary Gera Martin (L) and 

Financial Secretary Janet 

Gipson (R) place roses for 

Mary.

May Crowning 
and Social
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Written and photos 

by Juanita Oppermann

Our Lady Queen of the Lake, Court 
2364, met at the Picket Fence in Clute at 
5:00 p.m. on June 22, 2023, for fellowship 
and to celebrate those with perfect 
attendance. Nine (9) members of the court 
achieved perfect attendance by attending all 
meeting during the 2022-2023 session.  

Seventeen (17) Catholic Daughters 
were in attendance to join in for the 
celebration. By listening to the continuous 
conversations and frequent laughter it was 
evident that a great time was held by all. 
The food was delicious.

Perfect Attendance 
Honorees

Katie Bailey
Sarah Ebey

Karen Koranek
Gera Martin
Dottie Mensik

Candance Novak
Juanita Oppermann
Isabel Respondek

Gina Zavala

Perfect Attendance Dinner 
June 22, 2023

Left to right front row Susan Mensik, Joan Taplett, Juanita Oppermann, Binnie Bauml, Stephanie Hildebrand, 

Gera Martin, Dottie Mensik and Mary Montague. Second row Sarah Ebey, Lynette Walsh, Katie Bailey, Toni 

Sabrsula, Karen Koranek, Janet Gipson, Gina Zavala, Isabel Respondek and Candace Novak.
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Setup and Decorations committee L to R 

Doraine Morgan, Dottie Mensik, Norma 

Taylor, Juanita Oppermann, Sandy Seeley, 

and Bunny Swist.

Sandy Seeley shows of the 

cake for the celebration

Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
June 24, 2023

Pray for our 

priests and 

deacons. Without 

them, we are 

without Mass 

and sacraments.

L to R back row Grand Knight Mark 

McBurnett and Regent Katie Bailey 

presented appreciation cards to L to R 

sitting Rev. Dwight Canizares and Rev. 

Leo Wlecyzk, standing back row Deacon 

John Kyle. Not present was Deacon Jeff 

Cadenhead.

The Clergy Appreciation Dinner was held on June 24, 2023 in Wleczyk Hall after the 5:30 p.m. 
Mass. Seventy (70) Knights and Catholic Daughters and families attended the celebration. Sandy 
Seeley was Chairman for the event. The setup/decoration committee consisted of Dottie Mensik, 
Norma Taylor, Juanita Oppermann, Bunny Swist, and Doraine Morgan. The Knights of Columbus 
provided a delicious, succulent entrée which consisted of pork chops, mashed potatoes and gravy. 
The Catholic Daughters provided the side dishes and dessert. For dessert a cake and various 
cookies were served along with a delicious strawberry pudding confection. A collection basket was 
made available for all who wanted to show appreciation to the clergy. The Catholic Daughters 
provided a $100.00 check to each priest and deacon. Deacon Jeff Cadenhead was not present, but 
will receive his contributions at a later date. 

Rev. Dwight Canizares (L) 

and Norma Taylor (R).

Gera Matin (L) and Janet 

Gipson (R).

Regent Katie Bailey 

addresses the group.
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In Remembrance

GAYLIN BLACK

Gaylin Keistler Black passed away 
peacefully on February 23, 2023. She was 
born on January 22, 1954 in Freeport, Texas, 
to John Richard Keistler Sr. and Margaret 
Jones Keistler. She was a beloved teacher and 
Principle for many years. She was a member 
of Saint Michael Catholic Church, and the 
Catholic Daughters Court 2364.

She was preceded in death by her parents 
and her daughter Stephanie Allison Black.  
She is survived by her brother John Richard 
Keistler Jr. A memorial mass will be held in 
her honor on Thursday, May 11, 2023, at 
Saint Michael Catholic Church in Lake Jackson, 
Texas. A Rosary will begin at 10:30 a.m. with 
the memorial Mass to follow at 11:00 a.m.

Attending the funeral for Gaylin Black are CDA members L to R front row Kathleen Calhoun, Betty Jo Jurries, 

Pat Williams, JoAnn Forse, Janet Gipson, Juanita Oppermann, back row Toni Sabrsula, Bunny Swist, Sherry 

Bergen, Danna Kolafa, and Joan Taplett.

L to R Binnie Bauml, Lynette Walsh, Toni 

Sabrsula, and Danna Kolafa.

L to R JoAnn Forse, Bettie Greer, and Isabel 

Respondek.

January 22, 1954 to 
February 23, 2023
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Prayer Request

Lord Jesus, who cured the sick and laid a healing hand upon the lame, the blind, and the 

disabled; look with compassion upon those on our prayer request list and all who have 

received our prayer blanket in their suffering. If it is not your will to cure them, then give them 

the strength to bear their burden and offer it up to You. You suffered so much for us. Give 

them the grace to offer their sufferings in union with Your own, and in reparation for their sins 

and those of others.

Mary, compassionate Mother, pray for your weary children.

The health of the Sick, Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for me
We pray for the healing and comfort of:

Alexis Caraballo & Family

Sue Merritt and family

Phyllis Voyles

Shirley Girouard

Ronnie Hock

Delia Hock

James Matula

Sharon Ernst

Phyllis Shomette

Terry Shomette (Recovery from Heart Attack)

Sherry Bergen

Josef Sterzinger

Paul & Colette Garcia

Peggy Robinson

Dottie’s cousin Glenda Stavinoha

Kathleen Watkins

Maurice Badeaux

Doug Gipson’s brother Charlie

Mike and Donna Dougherty

Donna Janak’s daughter and her family

Patty Matus

Paula Price

Sarah Langston

Rachel Warner (healing from knee 

surgery)

Louis Bauml

Katie Bailey (for extra peace and grace to 

fulfill Regent responsibilities)

Lisa Cadenhead and family

Patty Sayes

Scott Morgan

Kameron Carethers

Gloria Millsap

Candace Novak

We pray for the souls of: Paul Perdue, Gaylin Black, Bubba 
Moore, Bobbie G. Jasek, Mirella Sherman, Lillian Sablatura, 
Lori Sipple, Joyce Sykora, Dolores Garza Salinas, Wendy Burke, 
Laura Rodriquez, Sherry Aaron. John Merritt, Boots Ermis.   

Give them eternal peace, O Lord, and let the perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their souls, as well as the souls 
of all the faithful departed, rest in peace, Amen

Prayer Request

Submitted by 

Monica Caraballo
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Happy Birthday!

1 Sandy Seeley 
4 Sarah Langston 
5 Teresa Sablatura 
9 Rita Anderson 

14 Peggy Robinson 

16 Patricia Williams 
17 Sharon Ernst 
20 Alicia Sanchez 
24 Toni Kwan 
25 Kerry Drabek 

25 Carmen Galvan 
25 Karen Koranek 
27 Kathleen Calhoun 
29 Pamela Ermis 

1 Deb Kyle     
4 Laura Wilchester

7 Elizabeth Calhoun     
14 Mary Jones

20 Melanie Viktorin

3 Joyce Sykora 
6 Patty Sayes 
9 Joan Taplett 

16 Linda Churchill 

17 Betty Jo Jurries 
18 Rose Marie Filip 
23 Katie Bailey 
23 Patti Bettge 

25 Norma Taylor
29 Jan Denomy 
29 Toni Sabrsula 

1 Janet Spicer 
13 Dolores Hibbetts 
17 Bevelyn Granger 
20 Gloria Villarreal 

21 Janie Amador 
24 Jennifer Cary 
24 Cynthia Grandjean 
24 Karen Morrow 

25 Norma Taylor 
27 Kara Dick 
27 Mary Phillips 
28 Sherry Bergen 

4 Delia Hock 
4 Gloria Millsap 
8 Shirley Theriot 
9 Ruth Ermis 
9 Dottie Mensik 

15 Betty Bartos 
16 Phyllis Shomette 
17 Mary Montague 
18 Susie Fast 
19 Alice Drapela 

24 Rachel Warner 
25 Elsa Branson 
25 Sofka Werkmeister 
30 Margarita Prinz   

1 Binnie Bauml
10 Vera Munro
11 Sally Dodge 
12 Danna Kolafa 
13 Gwen Williams 
14 Vera Munro 

14 Lynette Walsh 
15 Erin Spoor 
19 Isabel Respondek 
24 Juanita Oppermann 
25 Paula Price 

25 Caroline Sablatura 
27 Diana Schutze 
28 Phyllis Voyles
31 Genevieve Buenger
31 Kathy Ward 
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Court Calendar

Date Event Time Location

July 4 Independence Day

July 27 CDA Summer BUNCO 6:00P Wleczyk Hall

August 1 Pay your Annual Dues for the 2023-2024 Year!

August 24 Court Meeting 6:00p Angelina Room

August 31
Last Day to Pay Annual Dues for the 2023-

2024 Year!

September 28 Court Meeting 6:00p Angelina Room

October 1 Respect Life Sunday

October 14 National CDA Day TBA Wleczyk Hall

October 26 Court Meeting 6:00p Angelina Room

October 28 Make a Difference Day

Oct 29-Nov 4 White Ribbons Against Pornography (WRAP) Week

November 1 All Saints Day

November 3 & 4 Mums & Mistletoe Market 9:00a Family Life Center

November 9 CDA Fall BUNCO 6:00p Wleczyk Hall

November 23 Thanksgiving

November 30 Court Meeting 6:00p Angelina Room

December 2 CDA/KC Christmas Party 6:30p Wleczyk Hall

December  3 Advent Begins

December 8 The Immaculate Conception

December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

December 25 Christmas Day
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Catholic Daughters of America

Our Lady Queen of the Lake Court # 2364

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church

100 Oak Drive South

Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Lakeside News

To:

Stamp


