Dear Parish Family,
The words of Deacon Jeff at last Sunday’s Mass are still ringing in my ears, and I felt moved to write to you about them. He reminded us that the season of Advent is not about passive waiting, but rather a constant preparedness for the coming of our Lord Jesus.
During my recent hospitalization, much of what I experienced was waiting. Waiting to heal so I could return to ministry and to you. Waiting for medications to be administered, for doctors to visit, for the results of X-rays and blood work, and—most of all—for the hope of finally being discharged. All of that waiting was passive. I lay in a hospital bed with nothing to do but wait.
Yet there was one kind of waiting that stirred real excitement in me—the promised visits of loved ones, friends, and many of you. I found myself eagerly checking the calendar and watching the clock, looking forward to those moments of presence and encouragement.
But as meaningful as that was, I know this is not the kind of waiting we are called to in Advent. Those were examples of passive waiting. Advent invites us to something much deeper: a readiness that moves us to action, to “run forth to meet Christ with righteous deeds” (Opening Prayer of last Sunday’s Mass).
The coming of Christ—both at the end of our lives and in the small, daily moments of grace—is a time of great rejoicing. How beautiful it will be to hear the words: “Well done, good and faithful servant. Come and share your Master’s happiness.”
Wishing each of you a blessed and grace-filled Advent.
Fr. Dwight
