Dear Parish Family,

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. The word epiphany means “manifestation” or “revelation.” On this holy day, the Lord Jesus is revealed to a world that has long awaited the Messiah. One of the great meanings of this Christmas feast is that Christ’s coming into our world was not intended for a select few, but for everyone.

In today’s Gospel, we are presented with two very different and opposing responses to the revelation of the Messiah, symbolized by the star: the response of the Magi and the response of Herod. Both were eager to find the newborn King, yet their hearts could not have been more different. The Magi brought gifts; Herod brought death. The Magi were motivated by generosity, while Herod was driven by fear and a hunger for power and control.

The Magi were willing to be led by the light of a star; Herod followed nothing but his own dark inner drives. The Magi gave generously; Herod hoarded greedily. The Magi were willing to be changed; Herod remained hard-hearted to the very end. He spent his life trapped in his own self-made hell. The Magi, on the other hand, were given a foretaste of heaven when they gazed upon the face of the Christ Child in the manger.

Our Lord Jesus continues to manifest Himself to us today, especially each time we celebrate the Holy Eucharist. He comes to us under the appearance of bread and wine at Mass. I hope and pray that, in every encounter with the Lord’s presence, we will respond like the Magi—with faith, generosity, humility, and hearts open to transformation.

Happy Feast of the Epiphany,

Fr. Dwight
