Dear Parish Family,

We are now in the third week of this holy season of Lent, and I find myself still reflecting on this great season. Will I do the same practices as last year’s Lent? Did I grow spiritually from them, or do I need to do more this year?

The more I think about these questions, the more I would like to share these thoughts with you. For one thing, let’s make this Lent something special—perhaps even better than last year. You might consider setting a goal, such as going to Confession or attending weekday Mass. We have Mass scheduled every day at 8:30 a.m., except Monday and Saturday. I know that for many people the day has already begun by that time, but wouldn’t it be wonderful to start the day with the Lord’s sacrifice?

It may be a sacrifice to do so, but wouldn’t it be meaningful to look back on this desert experience of forty days and say, “Yes, I communed with the Lord my God on most days during this season of Lent.”

And then there is Confession. I spoke about this Sacrament at all the Masses last Sunday. When was the last time I examined my conscience and took an honest inventory of my life? Maybe I need to spend these remaining weeks of Lent reflecting on good and evil. What have I done wrong, or failed to do? Do I truly love my neighbor? Do I love myself?

What a special moment it would be to say, “I am at peace with God and with others. Now I understand Good Friday.”

So here we are—Lent 2026! It can be a new experience. So often we think of the desert as stark and frightening. The solitude can seem deafening, and yet the Lord wants to journey with us and prepare our hearts for Easter.

Prayers and best wishes,
Fr. Dwight
