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Saturday:�

4:00 p.m. Vigil�
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9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.�
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Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.�

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.�
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See inside of�

Bulletin for �

Christmas Mass information�
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Saturday: 2:00�2:30 p.m.�

In the daily Mass chapel. �

�

We cannot use the confessionals 

yet but we will have chairs set 

so you can go behind a screen or 

face to face.� Please wait outside 

the chapel until the person �

in front of you exits.� �

�
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Fr. Thomas M. Sweany�

�
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We are a caring, Catholic 

community called to welcome �

all people to experience God’s �

love through Jesus Christ by: �

Celebrating Mass and             �

the other Sacraments�

�

Serving those in need �

�

     Living and sharing the Word 

of God�

�

�

�
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We are glad you are here!  �

If you would like to join the parish, �

or if you are not Catholic and have questions �

and would 

December 20, 2020�



� �

WEEKLY OFFERING ~ THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT�

�

� December 13, 2020 …………………………..  $  9,773.00 �

� Online Giving�

� Offertory ……………………………………       2,242.00 �

� Christmas ……………….. …………………       5,410.00�

     Religious Retirement ……………………….       1,179.00�

�

Notes from Father Tom…�

�

Thanks to all who helped 

while I was quarantined.  

I did not have Covid but I 

was exposed to someone 

who tested positive for 

Covid so I needed to be 

isolated.  I had two negative tests.  The 

last one was ten days after the 

exposure so now I am back to doing 

things in person.  It does remind you 

that Covid is real and very dangerous.  

Masks, distance and washing hands 

are extremely important. �

�

With that in mind I want you to think 

about what you are doing for 

Christmas, both with church and with 

your family.  It cannot be business as 

usual.  I notice some of the people 

who have signed up for the Christmas 

Eve 4:00 Mass.  Some might want to 

rethink this.  People with fragile health 

should not be in a large crowd indoors.  

I know it is what you always do but 

this is a dangerous year.  Maybe I am 

saying this because I just dodged a 

bullet.   Even home gatherings should 

be thought out carefully.  Look at what 

happened after Thanksgiving.  �

�

The appeal is doing well.  We are 

almost at $100,000.  The more that we 

exceed the goal the better because 

expenses keep mounting.  Although 

the campaign was aimed at replacing 

what we lost from fundraisers this 

year, the collection has slipped some 

too.  Actually I am impressed that it is 

doing as well as it is but none the less 

it could use a shot in the arm too.�

�

This is the last bulletin before 

Christmas so I want to wish you and 

your family a holy Christmas.  It might 

be celebrated differently this year but, 

as always, we are celebrating that God 

chose to become human to bring us 

salvation.  Thank God for this miracle 

and may you and your loved ones be 

safe and blessed.  

Merry Christmas.�

�

�
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Monday, December 21, 2020  LiveStream @ 9am �

Antonio Cannizzaro�

Sg 2:8�14; Ps 33:2�3, 11�12, 20�21; Lk 1:39�45 �

�

Tuesday, December 22, 2020 @7pm ~  Public & Streamed�

Sophia Hamelin�

1 Sm 1:24�28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4�7, 8d; Lk 1:46�56 �

�

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 @ 9am  ~ Public & Streamed�

John & Alice Malloy�

Mal 3:1�4, 23�24; Ps 25:4bc�5ab, 8�10, 14; Lk 1:57�66 �

�

Thursday, December 24, 2020 ~ All Masses Public & Streamed�

Is 62:1�5; Ps 89:4�5, 16�17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16�17, 22�25; Mt 1:1�25�

4:00 p.m. (Church) Anthony Burke�

4:00 p.m. (Anderson Hall) Ray Colasante�

7:00 p.m. (Church) For Homebound Parishioners�

7:00 p.m. (Anderson Hall) Fr. John Anderson)�

10:00 p.m. (Church) T. Reisinger and Andrew & Eleanor Varcho�

�

Friday, December 25, 2020 ~ All Masses Public & Streamed�

9:00 a.m.  People of the Parish�

11:00 a.m. Anita Notarian�

Is 52:7�10; Ps 98:1�6; Heb 1:1�6; Jn 1:1�18�

�

Saturday, December 26, 2020 @4pm ~ Public & Streamed�

Mary Kaschalk�

�
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 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH�

Gn 15:1�6; 21:1�3; Ps 105:1�6, 8�9; Heb 11:8, 11�12, 17�19/Lk 2:22�40�

�
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�

Monday:�� St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church�

Wednesday:�St. John of Kanty, Priest�

Thursday:� Christmas Eve�

Friday:� � The Nativity of the Lord (holy day of obligation)�

Saturday:�� St. Stephen, the First Martyr �

†  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2�5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25�27; Lk 1:26�38�

 D������� 20, 2020�
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Notes from Sister Noel...�

�

Someone asked me “what happened next” 

after reading the beginning of last week’s 

column in which I shared with all of you 

my first Ursuline Advent and its restrictions, 

especially, no mail.  Well, the two weeks following 

Gaudete Sunday (week 3) still had restrictions.  In 

fact, the restrictions went right up to Midnight Mass 

on Christmas Eve.  One of the bright spots though 

was another postulant and I were sent on a trip around 

the city accomplishing needed tasks.  This was good, 

being with a friend and traveling beyond our gates, so 

to speak.� Later I found out it was because she and I 

seemed to be everywhere. The novices, who were 

preparing the Midnight Christmas party, wanted to be 

rid of us so that the surprise would not be ruined.�

�

After Mass, we all left the chapel and headed for our 

library room.  I thought probably for a little treat.  When 

the closed doors were opened, all the novices were there 

singing a parody, “It’s Christmas Time in the Convent”.  

The only light in the room came from the many candles 

and the Christmas tree lights.  On the table where each 

one of us usually sat was a pile of MAIL!�

�

I was almost in tears, happy, grateful tears.  

Everything was going to be okay, after all.  It is 

probably my strongest memory of community from 

novitiate days.  The novices had kept the secret all 

through Advent.�

�

What did I learn?  I needed to grow in trust believing 

that all would be well, even when it didn’t look like it.  

It was a call to be more patient and just wait for the 

moment in which all would be revealed, or at least 

part of the picture would be revealed.�

�

As I have reflected on the Annunciation many times, I 

am amazed how Mary trusted God even when 

experiencing such an overwhelming Divine message 

given by the Angel Gabriel.  Her trust carried her 

through many moments in her life, I am sure. Her trust 

grew as her relationship with God grew. Eventually, she 

learned the ways of God as it unfolded. She was patient 

enough to remain open to God’s timing.�

�

Where in our lives do we need more trust, more 

patience?  Let’s look to Mary for guidance. May the 

remainder of Advent be spent in being alert to God’s 

ways, God’s timing. �

�

Believe! Christmas Day is coming soon and with it the 

God who saves.  Take time to be alone before the 

Christmas crib to recognize the miracle of Jesus’ life and 

ours.�

Notes from Sister Denise Marie ...�

�

Christmas is my favorite time of the year!  As I 

listen to carols, see Christmas lights glistening on 

homes and trees, and watch Christmas movies on 

television while wrapping presents and addressing 

Christmas cards, my mind and heart recall 

memories of many past Christmases that bring me 

lots of smiles, but also a few tears for missed 

loved ones. �

�

As I celebrate my one year anniversary at St. 

Anselm Parish, I am grateful for the new 

memories of this past year that are filled with your 

masked faces, conversations, love and kindness.  

Certainly, starting in a new parish during the 

pandemic has brought its challenges, but it has 

been a joy meeting you and feeling your warm 

welcome whether it be on the phone, your words 

in a card, on the computer, or at Church.  Even in 

the midst of Covid and anything but a tranquil 

2020, I have experienced the love of Christ 

through you.  �

�

The fourth candle on this last Sunday of Advent 

has been lit, and now we await the song of the 

angels, “Glory to God in the highest and peace to 

His people on earth!” In all that we have 

experienced this past year, let us remember to 

rejoice in a God who “dwells among us” and who 

came as “One like us” to bring peace to our hearts 

and to our divided and unsettled world.  �

�

God has led me to St. Anselm, and I look forward 

to sharing new memories with you in God�willing, 

a post�Covid 2021.  I am filled with gratitude for 

my new St. Anselm family.  I will be praying for 

you at my Christmas Masses and asking the Christ 

Child to bring His hope, peace, and joy to your 

hearts and homes.  May your Christmas days be 

filled with our Savior’s light and warmth and be a 

precious memory for many years to come.  �

�

Merry Christmas with all my love, �

Sr. Denise Marie�
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PARISH OFFICE� �

Web Site: stanselm.org email: anselmst@aol.com     �

Phone: 440�729�9575      Fax: 440�729�9103�

�

SAINT ANSELM CATHOLIC SCHOOL   �

Early Childhood  Education (Preschool) �

K�Grade 8�Web Site: http://stanselmschool.org/  �

Phone: 440�729�7806  �

 � �

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR)�

Grades 1�8     440�729�9575 �

�

�

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, �

� SPONSOR CERTIFICATES� � �

Please call the parish office. �

�

STAFF�

� Fr. Thomas M. Sweany, Pastor   �

440�729�5123 �

�

� � Deacon Bob Kovach   440�729�9575�

�

Deacon Cameron Popik    440�729�9575�

�

� Sister Noel Marra, O.S.U. �

� Director of Religious Education   440�729�5120�

�

Sister Denise Marie Vlna, O.S.U.�

Pastoral Associate    440�729�5130� �

� �

� Miss Susan Pohly, Principal    �

440�729�7806, Ext. 325 �

�

Sister Mary Ellen Brinovec, O.S.U.�

RCIA Ministry    440�729�9575�

�

     Ms. Rosemary Heredos �

Coordinator of Liturgical Music    440�729�9575�

OPLATKI The Christmas wafer bears an image 

from the Christmas story and the bread signifies 

the “Bread of Life,” Jesus.  This tradition helps us 

to remember that Jesus is among us in the 

Eucharist and in our lives. �

Due to Covid�19, this year the Oplatki bread is  

pre�packaged with four wafers in an envelope.  

You may stop at the table in the baptistry after 

Mass, or come to the Parish Office during 

business hours (Monday�Friday, 9am�5pm) to 

pick up.  Donations are appreciated.  �

�

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT �

�

PRAY THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES �

OF THE ROSARY�

Pray the joyful mysteries of the rosary with Sister 

Denise Marie and Deacon Cameron on Tuesday, 

December 22th

 

at 6:40 p.m. before the 7 p.m Mass.    

All are welcome to attend in the Church or virtually via 

Live Stream at stanselm.org or Saint Anselm Church’s 

Facebook Page.�

�

�

�

�

�

ADVENT MORNING PRAYER�

Join us also for Advent Morning Prayer on 

Wednesday, December 23th at 8:45 a.m. before the 

9 a.m. Mass.  All are welcome to attend in the Church 

or virtually via Live Stream at stanselm.org or Saint 

Anselm Church’s Facebook Page.  If you are 

following via LiveStream please pray along with us.  If 

you wish to have the words to Morning Prayer, go to:�

https://divineoffice.org; (you will need to first register 

for free and then click on morning prayer)�

OR�

https://universalis.com/lauds.htm; (this translation is 

different at times than the one we will be praying).�

�

RETIREMENT FUND�

FOR THE RELIGIOUS�

Thanks for giving!.  “We are conscious of the 

great generosity of the many benefactors who 

support the Retirement Fund for Religious each 

year,” says a Catholic sister.  “Support from the 

fund has been a tremendous blessing to our retired 

sisters.”  �

�

Thank you for donating to last week’s collection.  �

�

Mass Time Change�

�

On Tuesday, December 22 the daily Mass time will 

change from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. �

On Wednesday, December 23 the daily Mass time 

will change from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m.�

�

All are welcome to attend in person in the Church 

or virtually via Live Stream at stanselm.org or 

Saint Anselm Church’s Facebook page.�



�

HOLIDAY 

OFFICE HOURS 

�

The Parish Office �

will be CLOSED �

Thursday, December 24th 

through Friday, January 1st.�

�

The Parish Office �

will reopen on �

Monday, January 4th.�

�

To All A Happy & Healthy 

New Year!�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Join Bishop Malesic for televised Christmas Masses�

�

Join the Most Rev. Edward Malesic, bishop of the Catholic Diocese of 

Cleveland, as he celebrates Masses from the Cathedral of St. John the 

Evangelist on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day that will be 

livestreamed or broadcast on local television.�

�

The bishop will be the celebrant for the 4:30 p.m. livestream of 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 Mass. The Mass will be streamed live via the 

internet on the diocesan website, dioceseofcleveland.org.  It also will 

be available on demand on the diocesan website after the broadcast. �

  �

On Christmas Day, Dec. 25, Bishop Malesic will celebrate Christmas 

Mass from the cathedral on WOIO � Channel 19 �� at 9 a.m.  The 

Mass also will be available on demand on the diocesan website at 

dioceseofcleveland.org.�

�

For a schedule of weekday and 

Sunday livestreamed Mass from the 

cathedral, which is in downtown 

Cleveland, visit the diocesan website, 

dioceseofcleveland.org.�



�

The fruit of the womb�

�

The Icon below, Our Lady of the Sign offers us a glimpse into the world of Mary, and perhaps in the 

mystery itself. We might notice where it is that Jesus enters the life of Mary; it is into her womb. Before 

Mary became pregnant, this was an empty space, a void, a “poverty.” It is directly into this emptiness, void 

and poverty that God comes into the life of Mary. Mary herself was a young, unassuming girl. Was there 

something special about Mary, that she deserved to have Jesus, the Son of God, as her child? Mary was not 

more worthy of this gift than any human person. Yet, it is into the life of this ordinary girl that God becomes 

present.�

�

Its like that for all of us. During these weeks of Advent, you may have 

noticed the parts of yourself and your life that are empty, void and you have 

poverty. It may be as simple as the loss of a job, your inability to come up 

with all the answers, the poverty of relationships or the emptiness you feel in 

your heart, your spiritual life. It is directly into these places of emptiness and 

poverty that the breath of God desires to enter. God makes the places of 

complete emptiness the most fruitful � more fruitful than we can imagine. �

�

Take some time this week to reflect on Mary, poverty, the womb and how 

God chose to make this seemingly empty person the most fruitful on earth. 

Then, consider the places of yourself that you may feel empty or in poverty. 

Offer each one of these areas to God; He may wish to use them.�

�

Empty,� �

Deacon Cam�

Whenever I set up this creche I am reminded of my grandfather who made it 

(and many others) over 75 years ago.  He was a skilled woodworker and a 

deeply religious man who was devoted to the true meaning of Christmas.�

�

For his own home, he had constructed a 360◦ depiction of a hilly Bethlehem 

with houses, fields and a cave for the Holy family. On the highest hill in the 

center of the display he placed a 4 foot fir tree in a rotating stand that played 

“Silent Night” and “O Sanctisima”. It was a wonder to behold!�

�

This year I am thinking of how difficult the war years (1941�1945) were for my grandparents who solemnly 

celebrated the birth of Christ each year while their three sons were in battle so far from home. They 

worried and prayed for years as they contributed to the war effort, with everyone else on the home front, 

by rationing food and goods, collecting metal, papers, etc. and sacrificing their cherished traditions. �

�

The only communication was through letters that were few and far between. How hard it must have been, 

especially at this time of year to want for the “normalcy” of their past lives and festivities. Yet, they carried on, 

hoping each year that the next would bring them all together. I have read some of these letters and have felt 

the longing.�

�

This Christmas finds us without our loved ones as a war against sickness rages around us. Our sacrifice 

pales in comparison to that of our ancestors and millions of people suffering from hunger and poverty across 

the world. However, we can be encouraged by their example with a positive attitude and action to do our 

part to end this “war”.�

�

I am strengthened by my memories of my grandparents. They have taught me to focus on the Christ Child.�

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � A St. Anselm Church Parishioner�
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Mark Chambers�

Jan Cicchela�

Judy Colasante�

Josephine Colitto�

Colleen�

Jerry Collette�

Hank Collette�

Tom Collins�

Buddy Craven�

Leslie (Hubbell) Davis �

Jackie DeCaro�

Nick DiCillo �

Beverly Dietrick�

Dorothy DiLillo�

Rocco DiLillo�

Chris Drost �

Roselyn Dudash�

Debbie Edelman�

Louise Ellis�

Vera Farinacci�

Mark Farley�

Joan Faudree�

Mitchell Fink�

William Fletcher�

Kim Frost�

Barrett Gates�

Heavenly Father, we pray that You will lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick.  We beg you to have compassion on all those mentioned below,  Amen�

� � � Please remember in your daily prayers these individuals, who have been and are called to the priesthood.�

�

� � � � � Sunday, December 20, 2020 ~ Father Tom Sweany�� Wednesday, December 23 ~  Connor Hetzel�

� � � � � Seminarians at Borromeo�/St. Mary� � � � � Thursday, December 24 ~  Frederick Schlueter�

� � � � � Monday, December 21~  Francisco Ogbonna� � � Friday, December 25  ~  Scott Swinerton�

� � � � � Tuesday, December 22 ~  Dcn. Cameron Popik� � Saturday, December 26~ Kyle Rosser�

Renate Socha�

Shawn Spenze�

Margherita Spina�

Eleanore Spisak�

Ron Spitler�

Clara Stenson�

Bion St Bernard�

Teri Szucs�

Barb Tarajcak�

Beckham Thompson �

Amelia Tishaus�

Johanna Townsend�

Anthony Trivisonno�

Cindy Trivisonno�

Pat Turske�

Chris Tyers�

Barb Ulizzi�

Josefina Ventimiglia �

Kelly Boyd Viezer�

Leona Vokas�

Becky Vura�

Kathy Wanamaker�

Jason Wardega�

Shirley Warren�

Kelsey Watts�

Alex Wojowicz�

Bob Wright�

Laurie Novak�

Marilyn Novak�

Saulius Obelenis�

Levon Owen�

Lulu Pawlowski�

John Peck�

Lynette Perconti�

George & Dee Pitko �

Tony Pizzino�

Vince Pizzino�

Carolyn Prikockis�

Joseph Prikockis�

Erica Pritchard�

Jim Podojil�

Kathleen Roddy�

Charlie Rogers �

Flora Romonto�

Clare Ronnebaum �

Jack Roznik�

Marc Sabransky�

Frank Sak�

Madeleine  LaMarca Schneider�

Patricia Serf�

Frances Sichko�

Clara Sipp�

Becky Slusarz�

Frances Snitzky�

Shirlee Koren�

Jack Kotheimer�

Luke Kovacs�

Madeleine LaMarca �

Bob Lane�

Paula Lanese�

Patrick Lazar�

Anthony Leonard�

Chris Livers�

Isabela Maiewski� �

Jutta Manherz�

Joe Marra�

Marilyn Martines�

Bonnie McLaughlin�

Chuck McLaughlin�

Bill McNally�

Marie Melzer�

Margaret Meyer�

Donald Mihelcic�

Eli Mihelcic �

John Monaco�

Joe Morek�

Lisa Morek�

Joan Morgan�

Elizabeth Mullins�

Ginger Nemunaitis�

U.S. Active Military�

U.S. Veterans��

Maureen Ahern�

Patricia Ahern�

Peter Amato�

David Anderson�

LuAnn Anderson �

Mark Andres�

Tina Arnold�

Kevin Austin�

Kaari Baluja�

George Bates�

Victor Bernot�

Julian Blaha�

Deanna Blair�

Thomas Bolt�

Nancy Boutellier�

Sally Bovineing �

Bridgette Bright�

Haley Burgman�

Kellie Burt�

Kathleen Burton�

Mary Lou Burton�

Children at St. Jude’s�

    Hospital�

Frank Cercek�

Joyce Gibb�

Frank Gigliotti�

Jason Graham�

Joan Gregoric�

Therese Gregg�

Miriam Gripp�

John Gromek �

Betty Halasz�

Mary Hall�

Deborah Hartshorn�

Susan Heiss�

Adam Hess �

Steve Horvath�

Jeanette Hrisko�

Michael Hrisko�

Emily Hun�

Tiffany Hutchinson�

Incarcerated people�

Lynn Janovski�

Shirley Kall�

Katie Kane�

Marval Kear�

Lara Kitko�

William Knauer�

Susie Knotek�

Brian Knotts�

R��� �� P�	
� ~~  F	�� S�	�	 	�� J	��� H	����

�Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls �

of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.�
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The celebration 
of a lifetime 

begins here.
GATTOZZI AND SON FUNERAL HOME

CHESTERLAND
440-729-1906 | GattozziAndSon.com

AUTO BODY • COLLISION • FRAME
440.256.2277 • 7920 Chardon Rd., Kirtland
www.dannyscustomtouch.com

Cardinal Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy • Post-Surgical Therapy • Pain Management • Balance Training

To schedule an appointment, please call or stop in. (440) 688-4186
12656 West Geauga Plaza www.CardinalPhysicalTherapy.com Marie Szczyglowski, Parishioner

Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA /SIPC. 
Johnnycake Financial is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

Financial Solutions for Today’s Investor
• Comprehensive Financial Planning • Asset Management 
• Retirement Planning • Traditional and Faith based Investments
• Long Term Care and Life Insurance Alternatives
• Family Wealth Management; accumulation, 
 conservation, and distribution.

Beth Anne Schneider, Financial Advisor, Parishioner
Phone: 440-350-7510, Ext 102 
9930 Johnnycake Ridge Rd., Unit 5D, Concord, OH 44060
BethAnne.Schneider@RaymondJames.com
www.johnnycakefinancial.com

440-729-2099 
ChooseKobella.com

Proud to be veteran-owned!

Farmer In The Deli Fresh Produce & Deli Market
12613 Chillicothe Road, Chesterland, OH 44026

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Arrive Daily • Fresh Baked Italian Breads
Fruit Baskets, Party Trays, Vegetable Trays & Cookie Trays

440-729-8000
Open Year Round - M-F, 10am-7pm; Sat, 9am-6pm; Sun, 10am-3pm

DeJohnCares.com   (440) 729-9800
Chesterland ~ Willoughby ~ South Euclid ~ Chardon

Annuity/IRA at 3% to Members
Non Members are 1 ½% with guarantee 1% (new business) • Rates subject to change

216-341-0444 • Email: insurance@czechccu.org | http:www.czechccu.org

Life Insurance Since 1879 Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

$5 OFF with $20 purchase
440.708.1011

FULL CATERING 
MENU AVAILABLE

8586 E. Washington St.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

 Linda Ebersbacher
 Realtor, GRI, RRS, HOD
 You’re On Your Way Home!

32 years experience / Serving Geauga,
Lake and Cuyahoga Counties. 

 440-223-8900 @linda.lists


