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An Interview
with Fr. Evelio
SPRING 2021

Tom Madden: Father, in the short time

that you have been here, and in the

midst of the Covid restrictions, we

have seen a most welcomed burst of

energy from you that has resulted in:

The introduction of streaming on-line

Masses, increased Mass times, the

Lenten talks, and an emphasis on the

parishes helping each other and

working together. Examples of working

together are the St. Therese school

raffle, the joint committee on

communication, a combined retreat for

lectors and extraordinary ministers,

and new council members elected.

Thank you for all of that! What can we

expect in the future?

Father Evelio Rameriz: As I have said

many times, we are one faith, one

church, but two parishes with

separate identities. First, and most

important, my emphasis will always

be on growing our faith and the

faithful so we will make adjustments

to church activities always with the

intent of finding schedules that work

best for the parishioners to attend. A

few examples are the Friday morning

Masses at SSCM which have been

followed by a video and discussion on

reconciliation and has been very well

received. The Lenten talks at St

Therese, prior to Tuesday evening

Mass, have also been well received.

Placing activities such as these before

or after Mass times makes it easier on

everyone. We will look to do more of

this in the future and at the different

liturgically holy times of the year.
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Tom: How will you work with the

ministries, what can they expect from

you?

Father Evelio: I want to spend time—

along with our Deacons—meeting

with each of the various ministries to

better understand the work they are

doing, any needs they might have,

and to encourage them and make sure

they are prepared for their work. An

important part of these ministries is

their formation and spiritual focus.

The deacons and I will work with each

group to bring into focus the spiritual

aspects of their ministry. I want to

make sure I know the people involved

in our ministries and that they know

me.

Also, I see great benefit of the

parishes working cooperatively with

each other. For instance, there are

ministries at each parish that are

similar and could work together. We

have started that plan with a joint

communication committee, a joint

retreat for all lectors and

extraordinary ministers, and some

council members are attending both

council meetings. We will explore this

more fully when we gain a better

understanding of how each ministry

operates. Whatever changes are

explored, they will be common sense

changes, meaning if it makes sense

then we will do it, if it doesn’t make

sense then we won’t. 

Tom: What have you learned since you

have been here?

Father Evelio: Right now I have many

ideas and I need to slow down a bit,

do more planning with the deacons,

councils and ministries so that we are

not surprising people! This planning

will help me and others take one step

at a time even when we are walking

many paths. 

I am thinking that multi-year plans for

each parish would be helpful, and

break the plans into one-year

increments. You will be able to see

what is planned year-to-year and we

can make changes like expand if

something is working or rethink

something that is not working.

Tom: Any last thoughts?

Father Evelio: Yes! Each parish has

been in survival mode for the past 12

months and it has been stressful. We

want to move beyond that into the

thriving mode. We all know how

important family is. Each parish is a

family and we know there are many

that want to see their church family

again, to get re-engaged with their

faith, to connect spiritually. I want to

do everything possible to make all of

that happen. Anyone that wishes to

help is more than welcome by

contacting the clergy, parish offices,

or council members shown in the

bulletins. Those willing to help will be

working with the parish councils,

ministries or on specific activities. We

cannot yet have full assemblies but

we can (and are) having meetings, so

please join us! 

Fr. Evelio Ramirez
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Parish Life
and Covid-19
BY JAN KHUTIC

We will remember 2020 as the year of

Covid-19, the pandemic with all the

restrictions. Even now in 2021, we are

somewhat limited in our meeting

spaces and in-person contacts. We

know our lives have been profoundly

affected, some with illness

themselves or within their social

circles. We can hope that still in 2021,

we can enjoy our whole parish family

at the Eucharist frequently, as well as

at other parish activities.

In 2020, our authorities, the CDC,

State of MI, Diocese of Kalamazoo,

and our parish leaders (and our

parents!) have enforced many

restrictions, including social

distancing, mask wearing, no

touching, and restrictions on

gatherings.

Our social distancing forced us to

block off pews and leave empty seats

between families. Our communion

reception lines changed. Our sacristan

doubled as lector. Deacons served at

the Altar with no children serving.

Even musicians could not hold

practices, and only 2 households were

allowed in the music corner. Coffee

hour was forbidden, and for a while

CCD classes were not held. We were

not allowed to gather in the narthex

or stay to talk in the sanctuary.

Our mask mandate makes it more

difficult to talk and sing. We could not

see facial expressions or even smiles.

Even our new priest could not see our

faces.

MASS AND
CONFESSION
TIMES

Mass
Friday
9:30 AM

Saturday
4:00 PM

Sunday
9:00 AM (in person or
live stream)
5:00 PM Spanish Mass 

Confession
Saturday
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

"Therefore, my
dear brothers
and sisters,
stand firm. 
Let nothing move
you. Always 
give yourselves
fully to the work
of the Lord,
because you
know that your
labor in the
Lord is not in
vain.”
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

We can’t touch non-family members

for fear of passing illness. We can’t

greet each other with handshakes or

offer the usual Sign of Peace. We can’t

handle song books or papers, so we

have songs and readings projected on

the front wall. We can’t pass the

collection basket, so we see it at the

exit doors. Our hands are sanitized

multiple times every day. And after

worship, the ushers sanitize the area

we used.

Our hall could not be used for events

such as the Parish Christmas Brunch

or the Golf Outing due to limits on

gatherings. Our few dinner offerings

had to be take-out only. For a few

months, no one could attend Mass,

even Holy Week Services, Easter Vigil,

or Easter Sunday. We were thankful

for live-streaming or televised

Masses.

Thankfully, now we have fewer

restrictions. Our parishioners have

the option to receive vaccinations. We

continue to wear masks, sanitize our

hands and surfaces, and hold Masses,

classes, and meetings with

appropriate distancing. We may hope

for the return of coffee hour, group

meals, and even unlimited Mass

seating. Can we hope for handshakes

and ditching the masks? God willing

and with the permission of our

authorities, yes!  

Let’s be thankful for our health, and

pray for each other while we are

apart. We earnestly pray for our

pastor, deacons, and other parish

leaders as they help us navigate to

the end of this pandemic.



Modeling Faith
For Our Youth
BY BRIAN WILLSHIRE

The best way to encourage faith in our

youth is to model it for them and

practice it with them. Of course,

regular church attendance, along with

religious education, is a good start,

but this leaves youth with the

impression that faith is mostly an

intellectual exercise. However, our

faith is meant to be lived, which is

why every Mass concludes with, “Go

forth glorifying the Lord with your

lives!”

One of the very best ways to do this is

to embrace youth’s need to be active

by volunteering. There is no shortage

of activities around the parish that

could use an extra hand, whether it’s

with a committee, activity, or helping

set up or tear down from an activity.

When things return to a more normal

routine, there is altar serving, singing

in the choir, ushering, etc. Or,

volunteer in the greater community at

a soup kitchen, food pantry, etc. 

Another practical measure is to

practice “THINK” on social media and

at home. Before posting or saying

something, THINK first, which stands

for is it True, Helpful, Inspiring,

Necessary, and Kind? Just because

something is true doesn’t always

mean it is helpful or necessary in our

relationships. Of course, if a

relationship has been harmed

through sin, then confession is

necessary. Our youth need to see the

adults in their lives practicing this

vital Sacrament more than once a

year.  

Youth must also understand prayer is

not limited to church, but must infuse

their lives with it. Msgr. Richter has

perhaps the best lecture I’ve ever

heard on prayer. It is available at

Lighthouse Catholic Media as a

download or CD. We need to teach

our youth, and remind ourselves, not

to pray for God to take away the

storm, but to accompany us through

it like Jesus did with Peter. Get

started by praying the Rosary a

decade at time. That’s why we have

ten fingers. Pray a quick decade on

the bus or in car to and from school

for someone. As a family, pray beyond

just meals. 

Finally, it has been said that beauty is

one of the key factors that

encourages people to seek and keep

the Catholic faith. The true beauty of

our faith can be seen around the

globe when young, old, rich, poor,

sick, healthy, every race, every

political persuasion, the holy, sinners,

the wandering, and the devout all

gather together on bended knee

before the Blessed Sacrament. We

don’t have to imagine the peace and

joy that would occur if people set

aside their worldly identities and

united around Jesus Christ: True God

and True Man. It happens every day at

each and every Mass around the

world.

Welcoming
Crystal to the
Catholic Church

Crystal Melkonian is a
Catholic! She was initiated
by Baptism, Confirmation,
and Holy Eucharist on
Easter Vigil at SS. Cyril &
Methodius Parish.
Crystal was not baptized or
brought up in church. As
an adult, she felt called to
start attending church. She
came to this parish with
Jim and Elaine Tolsma, and
attended RCIA with
Deacon Mark and others
from St. Therese. She loves
the church and is eager to
practice her faith here.
Crystal, we welcome you
and want to know you
better.



The Entrance Procession symbolizes that

journey from the world outside the doors,

which is the back of Church, to our

heavenly destination, symbolized by the

sanctuary at the front of Church. Christ,

present at the altar, is not only our goal,

but He also accompanies us on the way in

the person of the Priest. 

The Formal Start of the Mass

When the Priest reaches the sanctuary he

kisses the altar, which is the formal start

of the Mass, and in effect is the Priest

greeting Christ. The altar can be traced

back to the Eucharistic Sacrifices first

offered in the catacombs on the tombs of

the martyrs. The altar stone has come to

signify Christ as the cornerstone of the

church.

The Priest then greets us with the sign of

the cross, which again reminds us of our

Baptism; he follows by saying “The Lord

be with you.” (This greeting can mean

both “hello” and “good-bye.”) We respond

with “and with your spirit.” It is both a

wish and a profound statement of faith.

This exchange harkens back to Ruth 2:4

when Boaz arriving from Bethlehem

greeted the harvesters and they

responded. The greeting exchange is

frequent in Jewish and Christian liturgies.

The Penitential Rite is where The Priest

will ask us to pause and recall our

common need for salvation. We

acknowledge our sinfulness and ask God’s

forgiveness: “Lord have mercy; Christ

have mercy; Lord have mercy.”

This is followed with “Glory to God in the

Highest” which is sung or recited.

Proclaiming the Gloria has been part of

the Mass since the sixth century. 

At the close of this first part of the Mass,

the Priest asks us to join our minds in

prayer, and after a few moments of

silence he will collect our intentions into

one prayer to which we all respond

“Amen” a Hebrew word meaning “so be

it.”

“Where two or three are gathered in my

name, there I am in the midst of them.”

Matthew 18:20

The Gathering:
The Catholic
Mass
BY LISA HEFLIN

This article is the first in a series of four

articles covering the details of what

happens and why it happens during Mass.

Familiar Tradition

When friends gather for a meal, they sit,

talk, move to the table, say grace, share

food and drink, and finally say their

goodbyes and leave. This is an ancient

human tradition; gathering for the Mass

follows a similar process. 

Your Participation Begins

The moment you step into the Narthex to

join others gathering together your

involvement in the Mass has begun. In

most churches today you are cheerfully

greeted by someone at the door as you

arrive for Mass (likewise when guests

arrive at your home you greet them at the

door). When you come into the Nave of the

church the first ritual you perform is to dip

your right hand into a Holy Water font and

make the sign of the Cross; this is a

reminder of your Baptism. Then we

genuflect (or bow if not able to genuflect)

before taking a seat as a way to honor the

altar and the presence of Christ in the

tabernacle. 

The Celebration Starts

The obvious start of the Mass is the

Entrance Procession where the Priest and

other ministers celebrating the Mass,

proceed to the Altar. Oftentimes, at the

front of the procession, one of the servers

(a crucifer) carries a crucifix symbolizing

that Jesus is our “leader to salvation”

(Heb 2:10). During the procession

everyone stands, singing together as a

way to unite our thoughts and to express

our attentiveness to the word of God. The

Entrance Procession is not just a means to

get to the front of the Church and to the

Altar; it has a theological significance to

remind all of us, the assembled people of

God, that we are a pilgrim people on the

road from here (Earth) to eternity

(Heaven). 

Volunteer
Highlight: 
Kelly Henshaw

My name is Kelly Henshaw,
I was born and raised in
the area – a parishioner at
St. Therese until switching
to SSCM over 10 years ago.
I started volunteering at
St. Therese School 20 years
ago prior to my daughters
attending there and that
continued throughout their
time at St. Therese and St.
Stan’s. When they were
older and I had more free
time, I joined the Altar
Society. Over the last 4
years I have helped with
the bake sales, clean
candles, organize and
collect for the
Easter/Christmas flowers to
decorate the altar, as well
as help with decorating for
Easter and Christmas. This
past Christmas I helped
Father Evelio with
creating/building the
manger for the nativity –
was a challenge at first to
see his vision but he
reminded me to have
FAITH. My time
volunteering is rewarding
and I enjoy helping and
being involved.  



Interested in checking out trails in our

area? Yankee Springs has a huge

network of trails. You can find any

number of trail head parking areas

along Yankee Springs Road, Gun Lake

Road and Chief Noonday Road. You

can find great trail maps of Yankee

Springs Recreation area here or at

https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/parksa

ndtrails/ and searching Yankee

Springs.

Spring Has
Sprung! Check
Out the Area's
Trails!
BY JENNIFER ANTEL

2020 had its challenges for all of us –

there is no doubt. However, it was

also an opportunity for us all to reflect

and focus on what was really

important. Many of us realized how

important family, friends, and our

faith were to our overall mental and

spiritual health. Many of us also

sought out ways to clear our minds

and feel less “shut-in”. Across the

country, people began exploring

trails, some people for the very first

time! Discovering trails became an

opportunity to escape from a world of

quarantine, sanitizer, and masks! Did

you know that trail and park use

increased, on average, 200% last

spring? We found refuge and solace in

getting out on trails and being able to

safely connect with our community.  

Lenten Fish Fry

For six Fridays of Lent, the
SSCM Men’s Club, with
Rich Paiz and a team of 12,
supplied delicious dinners
for the parish and
community. The dinner
was fried pollock or baked
cod, fries or baked potato,
green beans, roll and
butter, and cole slaw. Of
course, it had to be take-
out only. We provided over
75 meals each week. The
proceeds will benefit the
roof work planned for the
church.
Watch for more fund-
raisers coming up soon.
Thank you for your
support!

https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=511&type=SPRK#map-tab

