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We wanted to send a big Thank You to Fr. Ken Schmidt for his coverage of the 

Masses over Christmas and through January.  At the same time we continue to 

pray for Fr. Evelio’s healing and his return to our family. 
   

Below is Fr. Ken’s homily “Holy Family” (reproduced with permission) from 

December 26, 2021.  As I sat at Mass and heard this it seemed appropriate not 

only for the Holy Family celebration the day after Christmas but also heading 

into 2022. It is a message worth sharing again… 

 

 

“HOLY FAMILY” 

Fr. Ken Schmidt  
 

“Yesterday we celebrated the disruption of  

human history – as if a volcano exploded on the  

earth, and no one noticed. That was simply true  

of that time – people didn’t know what was going  

on around the planet (they didn’t even know they  

were on a planet!). They didn’t know what was  

happening in Rome or Athens or China or in  

the outback of Australia or the South American Andes. They certainly were not 

paying attention to the birth of a child born in a small town on the fringes of a 

large empire.  
 

The incarnation of Jesus went beyond God becoming human. God went one 

step further, and not only became human, but became a member of a family.  
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He came among us as part of a family where, 

like all children, he had to learn respect and hon-

esty and obedience and grow in knowledge. 
 

The Incarnation reminds us that God sees be-

ing human as a good thing, not something to over-

come, some sort of god-given affliction. The idea 

that humanity is bad or cursed is very dangerous. 
 

                 Once we stop thinking of people as humans 

(created in God’s image), all kinds of awful things can happen: Human trafficking, holocaust and geno-

cide, slavery, bullying, abuse and torture. We begin to explain why such behavior is acceptable – be-

cause “they aren’t really human” or “they’re different,” or “they shouldn’t have the same rights that we 

do.” 
 

Once we stop thinking of people as humans (created in God’s image), we use our words to distance 

ourselves from their humanity and their inherent dignity as human beings created in God’s image – 

[words like] foreigner, weirdo, freak, scum, abomination, illegal alien or refugee.   
 

We forget that all people come from the same God, they all have the same rights and dignity. 
 

All humans are part of one family – who find our deepest meaning and self-understanding when we 

realize and remember that we are part of the household of God; that we have the same fears about safety 

for our children and a desire to make a decent life for our family. 
 

Being human is a beautiful gift from God – not just to us, not just to some select group, but to every 

human being, no matter where they were born. Such a beautiful gift, that God gave that gift to his Son, 

Jesus. It’s a gift that God has given to every one of us, making us a part of one holy family.”   
 

Father Ken Schmidt 12/26/2021 

 

 

     St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

                          St. Martha’s Conference of Wayland 

                                               By Jan Kuhtic 

                                                

At our November Pastoral Council Town Hall meeting, a 

question was raised about St. Vincent de Paul.  So, this article will 

give an outline of our Conference, as well as an overview of this 

international organization. 

Blessed Frederick Ozenam was challenged in the 1800s while at college in France by anti-Catholics to 

“show your works”. He and 6 companions formed the Conference of Charity in 1833.  They chose as their 

patron St. Vincent de Paul, who dedicated himself to a vocation of serving the poor. The first US Society 

was in St. Louis, MO in 1845.  Now the US has eight regions.  Our Conference is within the Kalamazoo 

Diocesan Council.  We follow “The Rule”, guiding our meetings and all aspects of charity. 

The St. Martha Conference of Wayland usually meets twice a month for scripture, prayer, reflection 

and discussion.  We consider any requests that have come in and decide on a response.  We are champions 

of partnering with other local agencies and churches.  A home visit starts the help with personal contact, 

keeping all information confidential.  No work of charity is foreign to the Society.     



We have helped with rent, appliances, beds, car repairs, utilities, glasses, dentures, yard and house work, 

transportation, and more.  In 2021 we made 18 visits, gave 1,355 hours of service, went 829 miles, and 

spent over $4,700.00. 

We receive donations at any time (marked envelope in collection basket) or at our fund-raisers.  We do a 

“Walk for the Poor”, make desserts for parish breakfasts, and even had a spaghetti dinner. 

To request help, anyone (not only Catholics) in our area may call the dedicated number for our confer-

ence, 269-205-8824.  More information may be given by any member or our President Kaye Evans.  We 

welcome new members at any time.  Heartfelt thanks goes to our donors and prayer supporters. 

 

Consecration, Transubstantiation  

& The Real Presence of Jesus 
By Tom Madden, Proofed by Deacon Jeff  

 

Note:  This third article on the Mass was supposed to cover the Eucharist. If you Google “A Walk 

Through the Mass pdf” you will find from presentationparish.org a step-by-step explanation of the 

full Mass.  We have instead chosen to address the topic above with this article. 

 

 Consecration, Transubstantiation and  

the Real Presence  of Jesus occur at every  

Mass we attend. Catholics believe that the  

consecration of the bread and wine  

transubstantiates them into the body, blood,  

soul and divinity of Jesus resulting in everyone  

present at Mass being in the Real Presence of  

Jesus.  This is at the core of all we believe as  

Catholics. If we believe this, we are Catholic.  
 

These acts are a profound mystery that human  

reason and intelligence cannot fully grasp.  The first 

time it occurred was at the Last Supper, as found in 

Matthew 26:26-28, “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his 

disciples said, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the 

forgiveness of sins.” 
 

The significance of the Last Supper was not lost on the New Testament authors. As shown below, the 

New Testament is forthright in declaring the consecration and transubstantiation of the bread and wine re-

sulting in the Real Presence of Jesus: 
 

1 Cor. 10:16–17  The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 

bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one, we, 

though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.  
 

1 Cor. 11:23–29  For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the 

night he was handed over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is my body 

that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.   
 

But most forcefully was John 6: (48) “I am the bread of life. (49) Your ancestors ate the manna in the 

desert, but they died; (50) this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die.  

(51) I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and 

the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” (52) The Jews quarreled among themselves, 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/10#54010016-l


saying, “How can this man give us [his] flesh to eat?” (53) Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

unless  you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. (54) Who-

ever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. (55) For my 

flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. (56) Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in 

me and I in him. (57) Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one 

who feeds on me will have life because of me. (58) This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike 

your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 
 

In Bishop Robert Barron’s video ‘The Mass’, he reflects on these passages from John and offers to us 

this:  

“The crowd [of Jews] balks at Jesus. So Jesus is given every opportunity to explain his words, Instead of 

suggesting it is a metaphor, Jesus intensifies his language: ‘Amen. Amen. I say to you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood you have no life within you.’ (John 6: 47) and He intensifies 

(even more) by saying. ‘My flesh is real food. My blood is real drink.'”  (John 6:55) 
 

Bishop Barron goes on to say, “When Jesus says it, because of who he is, his words have the power to 

transform reality at the most fundamental level. And that’s the claim of the Church – that the substance of 

the bread and wine, the deepest reality of the bread and wine, change into the substance of the Body and 

Blood of Jesus. That’s the church’s claim. The ground of it is John chapter 6. The explanation of it... is the 

power of the divine Word present in Jesus.”   
 

In ‘The Mass’ Bishop Barron explains: “Now when the priest at Mass effects the Eucharistic change 

what’s going on? He’s not speaking his own puny words, but rather, at the consecration, the priest speaks in 

Persona Christi, in the very person of Christ. He moves into that first person discourse, “Take this, all of 

you, and eat, this is my body.” He speaks with the full authority of Christ, which is why his words have the 

power to change the elements.  
 

That is why for Catholics… the only proper response, when you’re in the presence of those transformed 

elements, is to bow down and worship.”  
 

Bishop Barron’s video The Mass is available for any interested parishioner. It has been presented previ-

ously in the parish scripture study program and is highly recommended. 

 

 

Have You Ever Considered A Catholic Summer Vacation??? 
By Annette Vandervort  

 

 Are you searching for a fun and faith-filled vacation destination for your family this summer? I invite 

you to consider visiting Catholic FamilyLand for a week-long Holy Family Fest (afc.org/catholic-family-

events/), CFL is located in Bloomingdale, Ohio, about a 6 ½ hour drive from Wayland. There your family  



 

can stay in cabins (or use the camping facilities, if you prefer), find a deeply prayerful experience, enjoy a 

number of recreational activities, learn from exceptional speakers while your children are learning from en-

thusiastic student volunteers and staff, renew your relationships with God and each other, and learn how to 

consecrate your family to the Holy Family. 

I am suggesting a family vacation that could potentially change your life and the lives of your children. 

You will be surrounded by other families with the same mission as you, hosted by members of the Catholic 

Corps that have consecrated their lives to spreading the message of Fatima and bringing families closer to 

Christ. You will find fun activities like a swimming pool, hiking trails, Frisbee golf, softball and volleyball 

tournaments, evening skits and dance night. Just as important will be the spiritual events that include daily 

Mass; Chaplet of Divine Mercy; family rosary; adoration chapels; and break-out sessions for adults, chil-

dren, teens, and young adults. High school and college students volunteer for the entire summer in an awe-

some example of service to their church. Attending a Holy Family Fest can make a lasting impact on your 

family, like it has for mine and many others. 

According to their website, “The Apostolate for Family Consecration (AFC) supports and challenges 

Catholic families to grow in holiness, grow in truth, and grow together so that they can become fully alive 

in Christ. We offer Catholic family vacations, retreats, and resources to lead families to an encounter with 

Jesus and form them in the truths of our Catholic Faith.” 

Visit www.afc.org or ask me about it. I’ll tell you about our 10-year tradition, starting when my children 

were young, through their teen and young-adult years. CFL was a destination and event that we all looked 

forward to as a chance to renew friendships, experience a retreat while having fun together as a family, and 

celebrate our Catholic faith. 

Questions?  Call Annette Vandervort 607-936-3574 and visit the AFC.org for all that The Apostolate for 

Family Consecration has to offer.  

 

Thank Catholic Innovation For... (drum roll)  CHAMPAGNE! 
 

Question: What Do These Have In Common – Champagne, Beer, Christmas Trees, Sunday School, 

Cheese, Printing Press, Coffee, Pretzels?? 
 

Answer:  They are just a few examples of historic Catholic Innovation.  

 

We toast to the newlyweds with it.  

We ring in the new year with it.  

We celebrate life’s most special occasions with it.  

Yes, we’re talking about champagne.  
 

Two of the most famous champagne brands in  

the world are named after two 17th century  

Benedictine monks who are credited with innovative  

wine-making methods that led to the development  

and distribution of modern-day champagne.  

Dom Pierre Pérignon and Dom Thierry Ruinart  

were close friends and shared a passion for making  

delicious wine.  
 

For many years, Dom Pierre Pérignon (assisted by Dom Thierry Ruinart) was the cellar master at the Ab-

bey of Saint-Pierre d’Hautvillers in Champagne (France) and he dedicated much of his life to creating the 

best wine possible.  Though many of his innovative wine-making techniques seem obvious to us today, 

Dom Pierre was considered a pioneer. He took great care in handling the grapes, separated out rotten   



grapes from the healthy ones, and harvested the grapes at a cooler temperature. Additionally, he made a 

true art out of blending grapes from different groups of vineyards, and he invented the technique used to 

create white wine from black grapes.  

 

As if his wine-making innovations weren’t enough, he also improved upon wine preservation by intro-

ducing corks to keep wine fresh and sparkling and developed thicker glass bottles to prevent bottles 

from shattering during transport. This was vital for the wine industry since a majority of monasteries were 

in rural areas, and their wine was transported for many miles to be sold in cities.  

Dom Thierry Ruinart was studying in Paris for a time when he came across a “wine with bubbles” that 

was popular among the French upper class. He wondered if he could improve upon their bubbly wine by 

making it with grapes from the abbey in Champagne and using Dom Pérignon’s methods. 

Dom Ruinart shared this idea with his nephew, who founded the first Champagne house 20 years after his 

uncle’s death. He named their finest blend after his uncle, and the Dom Ruinart brand was born.  

When we ring in the new year and next time we celebrate the newlyweds, let us toast to the  

monks whose innovative wine-making led to our delicious modern-day champagne.  

Reprinted from OSV (Our Sunday Visitor) Institute for Catholic Innovation    Osvinstitute.com   

 

The OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation is dedicated to inspiring and encouraging innovative and effec-

tive Church-related programs and activities helping Catholics fulfill their calling to discipleship, 

strengthen their relationship with Christ, deepen their commitment to the Church, and contribute to its 

growth and vitality in the world.  Articles from OSV Institute for Catholic Innovation will be a regu-

lar part of the Messenger Newsletter. 

 

 

Saints Cyril & Methodius  

November 7, 2021  

Town Hall Meeting Report 
 

 

A big “Thank You” to all who attended the November 7 Town Hall meeting! It was mentioned that this 

is the first Town Hall meeting in possibly 10 years. It was clear from the many positive comments following 

the meeting that those in attendance appreciated the effort, especially the Q&A session at the end.  The Par-

ish Council Charter requires Town Hall meetings twice annually, the next meeting will be Spring 2022. 

Approximately 45 people attended.  Handouts provided showed the parish vision, mission, efforts to 

achieve the mission and a ministries map (See attached). Jan Kuhtic opened with a prayer and welcoming 

message.  The Parish Council was introduced – Tom Madden, Chair;  Jan Kuhtic Vice-Chair; Liz Chlebana; 

Annette Vandervort; Judy Taylor; Manuel Lopez (absent) and there is one position open on the Council. 

Anyone interested can contact Tom or Jan for consideration.  

Tom reviewed the ministry map, explaining that the ministry Commission Coordinators are “servants” to 

their group of ministries, working to assure that the their ministries have their needs met. They are the primary 

communicator to their ministry leaders, Fr. Evelio, the Parish Council, and other coordinators. They are also 

responsible for developing mission and goals with each ministry. 



It should be noted that as a small parish of 225 families there are 120+ volunteers involved in approxi-

mately 50 ministries of the parish.  While we may be a rural parish we are far from being a sleepy parish, 

this level of participation is to be applauded!  

Each Ministry Commission Coordinator was introduced and briefly covered their commission minis-

tries and status. (meeting handout not included in this newsletter)   

Tom talked about the inevitability of, and our response to, change:  starting with Fr. Alphonse leaving, 

Fr. Ken filling in, then Fr. Evelio assigned to SSCM – all within 18 months and during a pandemic. How 

did we respond?  Fr Evelio implemented streaming the mass, and the new Parish Council took responsibil-

ity for trying to keep the parish community together and informed by arranging phone calls to each house-

hold, followed by post cards, and a quarterly newsletter.   
 

We ask you to prayerfully consider all the other changes since Fr. Evelio arrived.  Looking forward, 

you can plan on Fr. Evelio continuing to update the church facilities. In addition, the Parish Council re-

cently sent to the Finance Council a list of project needs that have accumulated over the past few years. 

The list includes classrooms on the north side of the hall, kitchen storage, improved handicap parking and 

narthex changes. The Finance Council will prioritize and pursue funding for the projects.  We see all of 

this as positive and energizing. 

 

Q&A Discussion – Tom Madden responded to the questions, others added comments as 

needed. 

The Q&A session opened by asking for input on activity development. (Reoccurring activities pa-

rishioners would like to see versus “big events.”)  Also, we are in the discussion phase of re-

introducing Small Faith Communities; let us know if you would like to be involved. Finally, we are 

looking at creating a small bulletin insert that would cover specific Catholicism topics starting with 

trial inserts to determine if parishioners like this approach. 
 

Question:  Can we (parishioners) get a report on what the St Vincent de Paul group is doing? 

Answer:  Yes! We will include an article in the January newsletter outlining their various works and 

what they have accomplished. 

 

Question: How can we see the newsletter if we don’t have internet? Can it be put on the My Parish 

App? 

Answer: We will get copies printed, starting in January, and we will find out if it can put on the My 

Parish App. 

 

Question: Some parents cannot afford to pay for CCD, what can be done? 

Answer:  Those that cannot pay can receive assistance. Just talk confidentially with the CCD leader. 
 

Question:  Same question for the adult workshops, some are expensive and there are times when the 

money is not there. 

Answer: Same response as above: just let us know and we will make sure you can participate.  Also, 

as a help to all those interested in study programs at SSCM: the parish is going to have access to 

“Formed” starting in January 2022. (“FORMED provides Catholic content from more than 60 or-

ganizations to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith with thousands of movies, 

children programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or 

connected device.” 
 

Question:  Will the song words continue to be displayed on the wall during Mass or will songs 

books be provided? 

Answer:  The words will continue to be displayed and a limited number of song books will be pro-

vided. Also, we have heard that large screens may be replacing the projectors.  More to come on 

that. 
 



Question:  When will the parish directory be updated? 

Answer:  It happens every five years and is planned for 2022.  More information will be provided as 

it draws closer. 
 

Question:  More handicapped parking is needed at the East Door. 

Answer:  That request was included in the project list sent to the Finance Council.  Parish Council 

will follow-up on the list prioritization and possible timing. Also, the Finance Council members are 

listed in the bulletin just as the Parish Council members are listed. We encourage you to contact 

them directly regarding your concerns. 
 

Question:  Can the old rectory be sold to pay for the projects? 

Answer:  All church properties are owned by the Diocese. We can use the house, as has been done 

in the past, for meetings, guest accommodations, etc., but we have no rights to the property. 

Question: Can the bulletin be made more readable? The type is small and it appears cluttered. It 

would be helpful if there was an “education” or “general information” page for events not directly 

related to the parish such as the Diocesan nurse group, exercise group, or sub groups of Miriam’s 

Guild. 

Answer:  We made suggestions to the parish office but have not yet heard back. We will follow-up. 

 

Question:  Will the Finance Council be getting an email address like the Parish Council? 

Answer:  We will encourage that. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the meeting contact any of the Parish  

Council members or send an email to SSCMParishCouncil@gmail.com 
 

 

 

You have made it to the end,  

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 

If you have content ideas for the newsletter 

pass them along to any Parish Council 

member or email   
 

SSCMParishCouncil@gmail.com 

 

Thanks!! 


