
Happy Spring! I hope that everyone had a wonderful Easter and that you have been able to 
enjoy our beautiful Houston weather. As usual, St. Dominic Village continues to be busy.  
Here are a few updates on some of the happenings around campus:

• We are finalizing our campus art project. This project started in the Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center and now will be moving to Assisted and Independent Living. We had 
professional photographer, Jenna Barrett of Anthem in Art, visit our campus and take 
some beautiful pictures of our residents and their surroundings, which we have turned into canvases to hang 
around campus. Much of our current art work is old and outdated, and this new project brings a lot of life 
to our facilities. I encourage you to walk the halls and see how beautiful our resident canvases turned out.  
Thank you to Patron Corps for funding this project. 

• We have completed the Nurse Station Renovation in the Rehabilitation and Nursing Center. These new 
stations are more beautiful, efficient, and user friendly for our staff and residents.  

• We had a hugely successful Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic!  This was our 13th year hosting the event, and we 
could not be more pleased with the results!  We had more players and sponsors than in the past few years, 
donors and staff spent time together and we raised a lot of money for SDV. This was also the 60th 
Anniversary of Bishop Rizzotto’s priestly ordination and we were so pleased that we could recognize this 
achievement! See more on page 11. Thank you to our Fund Development Director, Kimberly Elliott, and all of 
her volunteers for making this such a successful tournament!

As you read this issue’s newsletter, I encourage each and everyone to see 
how you can make a difference here at St. Dominic Village.  We truly 
cannot do it on our own…..it takes the entire Village! 

Amy Shields
Chief Executive Officer, LNFA

A Message from Amy...

“Caring for Our Elders with the Compassion of Christ”
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Abuse and Neglect Prohibition

Abuse and neglect are something that no one ever wants to talk about. St. Dominic Village 
takes care of some of the most vulnerable in our population, abuse and neglect are issues 
that we take seriously and will investigate.  

No matter where you live on campus, St. Dominic Village has a zero tolerance policy for 
abuse. Each resident has the right to be free from mistreatment, neglect, abuse, 
involuntary seclusion, injuries of unknown origin and misappropriation of property. At St. 
Dominic Village we have a strict policy that any observation or allegation of abuse, neglect, 
mistreatment must immediately be reported to the Abuse Prevention Coordinator. 

Amy Shields, CEO, is the Abuse Prevention Coordinator at St. Dominic Village. If anyone 
observes abuse on our campus, you are obligated to report it immediately. The facility will 
then begin an investigation to ensure that all residents here on campus are safe.  

If you have any questions or concerns about this please see Amy Shields, CEO.  Thank You.  

by: Amy Shields, Chief Executive Officer/LNFA and Abuse Prevention Coordinator

Care Ambassadors Program
St. Dominic Village is introducing an exciting new program, called the “Care Ambassadors” 
in the Rehabilitation and Nursing Center. Care Ambassadors are a group of 28 employees 
(pictured below are17 of our 28 ambassadors) that will be consistently checking on 
residents that live in the RNC on a weekly basis. They will not only be checking in on the 
residents, but they will also be contacting their responsible parties twice a month providing 
updates.  

This is a great way for the 
staff to get to know the 
residents and the families, 
and for the families and 
residents to have another 
 “go to” person with any 
concerns they may have. 

The Care Ambassadors are 
assigned various resident 
rooms and provide additional 
attention to their residents.  

Since this is a new program, 
there may be adjustments 
over the upcoming months as 
we strive to make it as 
beneficial as possible for our 
residents and their families. 

Get to know your Care Ambassador and help make St. Dominic Village a better place to call 
home. 
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“Happenings” Around the Village

Love is in the Air
Residents, families and friends gathered at St. Dominic Village on February 11th for our annual 
Valentine’s Day Dance. Guests danced to “oldies but goodies” and enjoyed a variety of tasty 
treats, good conversation and a photo booth. The Valentine’s Day Dance is co-organized and 
sponsored by The Archdiocese Office of Aging and St. Dominic Village. We hope to see you next 
year. 

Activity Directors Dorothia Denkins and Marion Johnson 
organized a fun, festive “Fat Tuesday” (February 9th) celebration 
for our residents and staff! The party provided a taste of New 
Orleans with plenty of King Cake, beads, decorative masks, 
zydeco music and Mardi Gras festivities.

Mardi Gras Comes to the Village!

Independent Living Resident 
Lucille Moratto enjoying “King Cake”. 
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A Sincere Thanks to Our Patron Corps Members
On Sunday, February 21st St. Dominic Village hosted the annual Patron Corps luncheon. 
The luncheon is our way of expressing gratitude for the generosity Patron Corps members 
have shown us over the past year. A special thank you to Patron Corps Chairs Roger and 
Carole Sahni for their dedication and leadership. 

The Patron Corps is an exclusive group of donors who make an annual contribution of 
$1,000.00 or more to our Patron Corps fund. This fund, which is separate from our 
operating budget, is used for special projects and inititatives which directly impact our 
residents’ quality of life. Through the Patron Corps, we were able to purchase our new 
charter bus and recently, we initiated our photography project. We have new canvas 
portraits of our residents featured in our Rehabilitation and Nursing center and Charlotte 
Hall.   

We are so appreciative of our Patron Corps members’ generosity and look forward to our 
2017 Patron Corps luncheon. 

For more information about Patron Corps and how to become a member, contact Director of Fund
Development, Kimberly Elliott at: 713.741.8722 ~ kelliott@stdominicvillage.org.  

*Please note, we will list our Patron Corps donors in our Winter 2017 newsletter. 
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Paint the Village Green! 
St. Dominic Village residents and staff were all decked out in green to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Residents enjoyed green sherbet-ginger ale,
a history on Saint Patrick, a celebration of March birthdays and 
entertainment from Curtis “The Piano Man” Nickelson. 

Activity Director Marion Johnson (pictured left) hosted a “St. Patty’s 
Day” trivia for the Assisted Living residents. Residents also enjoyed 
cake and green beer. We love putting a smile on our residents’ faces. 

Top left: Marion Johnson, Activity Director; Independent Living residents Eleanor Arnold and 
Mary Ann Chambers; Curtis “The Piano Man” Nikelson (far right).

The Great St. Dominic Village Easter Egg Hunt
We kicked off the Easter holiday with our annual “Easter Egg Hunt” on Saturday, March 19th. 
Residents, families and their little ones ventured out on the St. Dominic Village campus to hunt 
for coin and candy filled eggs. Activity Director Cleo Parker, collected coins for the hunt and hid 
the eggs throughout the Village. There was also a raffle 
ticket giveaway for our young vistors. Thanks to our staff, 
volunteers, and families for making this annual event so 
special. 
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Physician Spotlight
by Meg Pohodich, MBA, Director of Marketing and Admissions

St. Dominic Village is happy to announce that the Rehabilitation and Nursing Center has 
purchased ten mobile computer/medication carts through grants received from the 
Cameron Foundation, the Herzstein Foundation and MD Anderson. We are so very 
thankful and fortunate for their support. 

The new, mobile computer/medication carts enable 
our nursing staff to manage workflow with ease 
and efficiency. 

In addition to our new carts, we are currently in the 
process of purchasing mobile Computer 
Workstations. This will allow our nurses to spend 
more time in the units assessing and caring for 
residents.  

St. Dominic Village continues to provide high 
quality care for our residents through our 
innovative approach to healthcare and our mission 
of Caring for Our Elders with the Compassion of 
Christ. 

New Additions to the Rehabilitation and Nursing Center

Dr. Robert Tan has been a part of the St. Dominic Village family since 2002 as 
the Medical Director.  He was recently Chief of Geriatrics at Michael E. DeBakey 
VA Medical Center and Associate Professor of Internal Medicine (Geriatrics), 
Baylor College of Medicine. He is a full time Professor at the University of 
Texas-Houston and the Director and Founder of OPAL Medical Clinic. He has 
been instrumental in the training of many Houston area Geriatricians and Family 
Physicians, even our own Dr. Julia Reyser!
Our Medical Director is quite accomplished to say the least. He received his 
medical degree from the National University of Singapore and completed Family 
Medicine and Internal Medicine training in Singapore and England. He 
completed Fellowships in Geriatric Medicine at both Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio and at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School in 
London, UK. He also is a Certified Medical Director as well as Certified 
Physician Executive of the American College of Physician Executives. He is board certified in Geriatric Medicine 
and Family Medicine. He has been voted by peers as one of the Best Doctors in America consecutively since 2001. 
Dr. Tan has published more than 100 peer reviewed scientific journals and abstracts. He is an international 
thought leader on impact of androgens in dementia. He has written two books and is the editor of the textbook 
entitled Aging Men’s Health.
Dr. Tan faithfully plays in the annual Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic every year; the biggest fundraiser of the year 
for St. Dominic Village.  He is loved by the residents and staff at St. Dominic Village.  He provides essential train-
ing and oversight for our nursing staff in addition to serving as the attending physician to many of our 
resident across campus. 
If you would like more information about Dr. Robert Tan or if you are interested in seeing him, please contact 
Admissions at 713-741-8784.

Be sure to catch next issue’s “Physician Spotlight” featuring Dr. Chris Ojeih.

Dr. Robert Tan, MD, MBA, 
AGSF
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In the Kitchen with Matthew Bell
by Danielle Richardson, Fund Development Assistant 

Matthew Bell, our new Food Service Director, contracted through Healthcare Services 
Group (HCSG) has been with St. Dominic Village since October 2015. 
SDVV: Tell us a little bit about yourself.
MB: I am originally from Bellaire, Texas. However, when I was 14 
years old I moved around to pursue and play ice hockey. I have 
had the opportunity to live in Canada, Tennessee and 
New Hampshire. 

SDVV: When did you first realize that culinary arts was your 
passion?
MB: I learned [cooking] at a young age. Both my parents are 
great cooks and under their tutelage I learned a lot about 
cooking, different seasonings and spices and so much more.

SDVV: How do you go about planning your menu? 
What type of foods/nutrition do you include?
MB: I plan my menus four days in advance. I base my menu on what the residents had the week 
prior, and from there I make adjustments to the upcoming menu. I also talk to the 
residents and staff to get feedback on new dishes we can bring to our menu and what dishes we 
need to remove.

SDVV: What is your favorite dish?
MB: Black & Blue Steak.

SDVV: What is your favorite restaurant?
MB: Taste of Texas

SDVV: What do you like to do in your free time?
MB: I have a one year old daughter named Charlotte, so she takes up my time. If I am not playing 
with her, I enjoy golf. I also teach skating and ice hockey.

SDVV: What do you like best about your job?
MB: Every day is different. I enjoy the staff and talking with the residents and finding out how their 
day is going. 

You can reach Matthew at: 713.440.3414 ~ 
mbell@stdominicvillage.org or just stop by the 
dining room in the Administration building!
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Eleanor Arnold
Marina Barges
Mary Boddeker
Joseph Coman

Betty Daily
John Ellison
Eula Federine
Barbara Fitts
Cora Frazier

Mattie Gaddis
Cornelia Harvey
John Hernandez

Marie Horton
Angela Jimenez
Theresa Jozwiak

Mary Laanan
Herman Lowe

Anne Schwartz
Felix Sias

Carl Southern
Charles Taylor
Eleanor Tuffly

Dorothea Van Gheluwe
Mary Clare Wilsford

Rural Colston
William Dotson

Jennifer Johnson
Gwen May

Charlcie Morrison
Bobbie Purvis

Earnestine Smith
Natalie Stolarski

Dolvin Todd
Betty Warren

JuneApril May
Shirley Brumbaugh

Mary Lou Davis-Beck
Dorothy Bleau

Ruth Boyd
Eun Soo Cho
Marion Holm

Mildred Massey
Edward Mayo
Lula Moore

Susan Morris
Ann Palmeira
Wilbert Parker
Ronald Samuel
Lester  Schaefer

Annie Shelbourne
Valeria Stewart
Judith Taylor
Virginia Taylor

Gladys Viltz

Medical Records Fund Development AssistantEducation Coordinator
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Staying Balanced

St. Dominic Village has started phase two of “A Matter of 
Balance” class. These classes are designed to help residents 
address their fear of falling, make a practical plan to prevent 
falls, and develop and implement a personal exercise routine.  

Exercising regularly is one of the best ways to prevent falls. 
Even though the class will soon end, Assisted Living 
residents are encouraged to continue exercising regularly to 
maintain and improve their balance.    

The exercise classes are held three times a month and some 
sessions are conducted by Rehabilitation Specialist, Maurice 
Johnson. For the 1st class session, 
the residents received a bonus lesson 
on how to use their walking aids 
properly and safely. 

How do you prevent falls?  Well, it’s 
a matter of improving your balance, 
through regular exercise!

You can reach Janice at: 713.440.3422 ~ jfaulk@stdominicvillage.org. 

We are happy to welcome Janice Faulk to the 
St. Dominic Village family. Janice is our new  
Accounts Receivable Medicaid Biller. Janice 
joined the Business Office in February and 
comes with over fourteen years of healthcare 
billing experience. Janice is originally from 
St. Martinville, LA; she moved to Houston, TX 
at age six. She graduated from M.B. Smiley 
High School. She loves Houston and currently 
resides in Spring, TX with her four legged 
roommate “Mister”. During her free time, 
Janice loves gardening, horse back riding, 
reading and traveling. 

Welcome Aboard!

by Marion Johnson, Activity Director - Assisted Living
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St. Dominic Village would like to officially welcome our newest residents. St. Dominic 
Village prides itself on the level of care and dedication we give each and every day to ensure 
our residents are comfortable and enjoying their days with us. The following are our new 
residents between January and March 2016. 

Lydia Garcia
Barbara Harvey

Ida “Betty” Mallay
Lois McCullar
Robert Parker
Delfina Valdez

Dorothea Van Gheluwe

Independent Living
Theresa Adair
Adolfo Astorga

William Cadmus
Robert Cameron

Sue Goodner
George Koch
Rose Medina 

Barbara Nugent 
Lane Parish

Amalia Ponce de Leon
Hector Ponce de Leon

Richard Rodriguez 
Henry Wedelich

Ada Zodrow

Tanya Owens 
Independent and Assisted Living 

Admissons Coordinator
713.440.3413

towens@stdominicvillage.org

Amie Moses 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center 

Admissions Coordinator
713.741.8784

amoses@stdominicvillage.org

To schedule a tour of St. Dominic Village, please call or email:

Rehabilitation and Nursing Center 
Hattie Banks 
Cloretta Blackburn 
James Boomhower 
Ruby Brewer
Daniel Burke
Hisae Casey
Mary Cooksey
Jose Costilla
Catherine Covington 
Jose Delcid
Manuel Dominguez
William Dotson
Casey Edwards

Dwonia Fontnette
Ciro Gonzalez
Elizabeth Kaack
Loraine Jackson
Theresa Malinowski
Vanessa Mars
Claude Merriweather
Susan Morris
Susan Munoz
Dorothy Novak
Nina Scarbrough
Dolores Smith
Natalie Stolarski 

Linda Susberry
Patricia Tyler
Sara White
Ann Johnson Wilkening 
Louella Williams
Helen Woodard
Woodrow Yates

Assisted Living
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The 13th Annual Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic, held on Thursday, March 31, 2016 at the 
Wildcat Golf Club, welcomed over 220 golfers to help Bishop Vincent Rizzotto celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of his priestly ordination.

Prayers for rain free weather were answered for sponsors and guests alike. The golfers 
enjoyed lunch donated by Ragin Cajun and dinner by Tony Mandola’s Gulf Coast 
Kitchen. We couldn’t have a tournament without our sponsors or volunteers; a special 
thanks to Christ Taylor Insurance, Healthcare Services Group, Marek Brothers, 
McKesson, Mrs. Raye G. White, and West Point Lincoln. We were blessed to have over 30 
staff members from St. Dominic Village assist throughout the day. 

The 2016 Lakes Course 1st Place Low Gross 
Winners from the Lakes Course were: Sean Bradley, 
Dale Efaw, Kevin Jerding, and Michael Sterling.

The Highlands Course 1st places Low Gross winners 
included Tim Delgado, John Maddox, 
Stephen Maddox, and Travis Wallace.

The Lakes Course 1st Place Low Net winners were the 
team of Father Dat Hoang, Father Thu Le, Father Loc 
Phan, and Father Thu.

The Highlands 1st place Low Net foursome was made up of: Lee Crane, Joe Morel, Ronnie 
Richards, and Mike Samaniego.

All the money raised at the 2016 tournament will benefit the residents of St. Dominic 
Village and help support our mission of Caring for Our Elders with the Compassion of 
Christ.
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The 13th Annual Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic 
March 31st 2016 
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Catholic Charismatic Center
Christ Taylor, LLP
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church
Finkelstein Partners
Greater Houston Community Foundation
Infant of Prague Family Guild
Kerr Foundation
Kindred Healthcare
Marie Roper Foundation
Medallion Foundation
Merchant Brothers
Pemmy Smith Foundation
Preferred Medical Transport
Safeway, Inc.
Silver Eagle Distributors
Tallwood Medical Equipment & Supply
Scanlan Foundation
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
West Point Lincoln
Dr. Kristin Anderson
Kathleen H.  Alsina
Madelyn Bambace
Bill Barnes
Annetta Batiste
Cecilia Batungbacal
Don and Jerie Bevis
James Bettis
Gina and William Bibb
James and Kathy Bilnoski, Jr.
Amber Bitondo
Bass Blundell
Larry and Maureen Bouffard
Mary Bray
Tim and Cynthia Brewer
Jerry and Jo Ann Bruley
Keith and Suzanne Brumbaugh
Scott and Sandra Brumbaugh
Christopher Carbajal
John Carey
Ted Carey
VK Carhart
James and Joyce Christ
EunSoo “Joanne” Cho
George Collins, III
John V. Combi
David and Lillian Cornelius
Maynor Cortade
Elaine Crane
Raquel Crawford
Carl and Lois Davis
James and Diane Davis
John and Kelly Deborah
Charles Delehanty
Ron and Annette DeVries
Aaron and Deborah Dillard
Patricia and Peter Doyle
Brian Duiffy
Jeffrey Duran
Robert Earthman
Marilyn Emerich
Charles and Renea Entrekin
JoAnn and Bill Etzel
Nina Faulkner

Robert and Susan M. Flavin
Barbara Fitts
Francine Fleming
Fran Floersheimer
Chere Folse-Wardlow
Marylyn Fontenot
Keith and Michelle Kerwin Forrester
Mary Gaffney
Virgil and Deborah Gant
Eric Gildea
William M. Gillespie, Jr.
Ron Girotto
Kirk and Irma Girouard
Jan Glenn
Wally A. Gonzalez
John M. and Nancy Griffin
Anne Marie Hartz
Leo and Cornelia Harvey
Richard and Beatrice Hayes
Bernard Hebinck
Tracy Henry
Maria Luisa Hensley
Christopher Herbert
James Herbert
Dr. William Hermann
Jacinto and Elisa Hernandez
Lester Hewitt
Sandy and Mike Higgins
Christine Imber
Stephen James
Elliott and Grace Jones
Sonia and John Jones
Valentine and Hermelinda Kahanek
Richard and Mary Keller
Wayne and Rebecca Knight
Tricia Koch
Richard and Deborah Krummel
Stanley and Linda Kuper
Flora K. Lang
Robert and Rebecca LeBlanc
Fred Leonard
Gary Liddell
Nick Lomonte
John and Mary Long
Thomas and Lisa J. Long
Robert and Gayle Longmire
Sam and Sheila Lucia
Matthew Marquart
Larry and Susan Massey, Jr.
John and Kathryn McCarthy
Adam McClosky
George and Colleen McCullogh
Kathleen McEvoy
John McKirahan, Jr.
Kurt Metyko
Donald and Dianne Migl
Gus and Bernice Mistrot, III
Dale Mohn
Philomena Morgan
Peter Mucevs
Allene Mullins
Ronald and Melba Murphy
J.R. Najarian

Mark and Laura Najarian
Charles Nettles
Margaret O’Brien-Molina
Rev. Fred O’Connor
Martha Parful
F. Tim Pease
Robert Pfaffenberger
Jo Therese Phalen
Robert and Marcianne Pilegge
Charles and Theresa Plunkett
Shelley Pollack
Hector and Amalia Ponce De Leon
Paul Potier
David Preng
Dr. Mark Provenzano
Judith Raines and David O. Kem
Marie Rigby
John and Diane Riley
Frank and Angela Rizzo
George and Fay Rizzo
Bishop Vincent Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L.
Louis and Evangeline Rodriguez
Cynthia Rogers
Anthony and Evangeline Romano
Jason Ryan
Isabel Sanchez
Joti Sandhu
Sergio and Beatriz San Pedro
Norman and CB Schenk
James Seigler
Elizabeth Shea
Most Rev. George Sheltz
Darryl and Marlene Shields
Patrick Shields
William and Sally Slick, Jr.
Mary Smith
Carl Southern
Thomas Patrick Spencer
Annie Sprta
James and Rose Anne Stepp
Robert Stokes
Dennis Storemski
Calvin Mason Stripling
Susan Stromatt
Peter Sullivan
Gerard and Janice Swonke
Dr. Robert and Grace Tan
Bichlan Thai and James McCelvey 
C.J. and Elizabeth Tobias
Minh Trinh
Gary Underwood
Dennis and Donna Van Gheluwe
Gladys Viltz
Clay Walker
James Wang
David and Laura Ward
William Ward
Henry and Dorothea Wedelich
Michael Welsh
Donna Wiersema
Pauline and Robert Womac
John and Sally Young
Dolores Yurmanovic



15 • St. Dominic Village |  Spring 2016

If you have questions regarding the Spiritual Schedule and/or volunteer opportunities, contact Spiritual 
Care and Volunteer Coordinator Patricia Egerman: 713.741.8718 or pegerman@stdominicvillage.org
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St. Dominic Village

Note from the St. Dominic Village Newsletter Team: We sincerely apologize for the following misprints in 
the Winter 2016 issue of the St. Dominic Village Voice: 

Ann and Mary Cashiola donated to the Warren Chapel-End of Year Appeal in memory of Rose Mary Cashiola 
(not Rose Marie Cashiola). 

Robert and Sandy Earthman donated to the Warren Chapel-End of Year Appeal in memory of their daughter 
Amy Earthman Caldwell (not in honor of). 

Richard and Diane Montegut contributed to the 2015 Patron Corps, they were incorrectly listed as “Richard 
and Ruth Montegut”.

*Please contact Kimberly Elliott if you are not listed or incorrectly listed in our donors list on page 14. 

*We sincerely regret any misprints that may be in this issue, please contact Kimberly Elliott for retractions
713.741.8722 ~ kelliott@stdominicvillage.org. 


