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A Message From Amy...
Happy New Year! I 

hope that everyone 
had a  very joyous 
Christmas, and that 
you have started 2019 
refreshed and excited 
about all the year has in 
store.  

The new year here at 
St. Dominic Village is 

an exciting time to think 
about all the residents that we continue to serve, 
as well as the new residents that we will come to 
serve in 2019.  Being able to provide care to so 
many that are in need is a true blessing. 

Of course, we could not do what we do without  
the help of our generous donors.  Whether it 
is a gift to the SDV Fund, attending an event, 
participating in a raffle, or remembering St. 
Dominic Village as a part of estate planning, each 
and every dollar given goes directly towards 
supporting the residents that we serve.  

 We want to continue to encourage people to 
support St. Dominic Village in any way that they 
can.  Our campus and facilities are aging, but the 
need for the services that we provide continues 
to increase each year, and we need your support!  

Please reach out if you have any questions 
about how you can make a direct impact in 
helping us carry out our Mission of “Caring for 
Our Elders with the Compassion of Christ”.  Your 
kindness and generosity DOES make a difference.

- Amy Shields, LNFA
Chief Executive Officer
713-741-8701
ashields@stdominicvillage.org

Amy Shields, CEO

Welcome Hunter!
We are very happy to announce that Hunter 

has officially moved to St. Dominic Village! He 
is a two year old white labrador, and will be our 
campus dog. His purpose is to provide calming, 
therapeutic interactions to our residents and 
staff. 

Hunter’s home is predominantly in the RNC. If 
you’re coming by for a visit, don’t forget to stop 
by the front desk and introduce yourself. He loves 
the attention!

 Staff is encouraged to come by and take him 
to visit all residents and common areas around 
campus. Most of our residents have already fallen 
in love with him, and with his help, we seem to 
have added a new level of energy to our campus.

Hunter getting some loving head scratches from Ms. Lois
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A word from Our families

St. Dominic Village Resident, Ms. Mary, enjoying various activities around campus.

December 24, 2018
St Dominic Village
Houston, TX

St. Dominic Village,

My mother, Mary, is an independent living resident at St. Dominic. I speak to her daily but most 
enjoy our morning “visits”. These telephone visits are filled with news about her daily activities 
which ALWAYS begins with attending Mass. She SO enjoys starting her day attending Mass!

Even though I’m far away living in NY, I am grateful of the warmth, kindness & compassion she 
has/is experiencing at St. Dominic Village. She refers St. Dominic Village as her family. Awwwww. 
My mom tells me daily how much she enjoys the atmosphere there with fellow residents and 
accommodating staff who seem to care and listen to her when she has an issue, which rarely 
happens. I am thankful she is happy, content, and living independently as she desires.

Thanks to the wonderful staff and residents that have made my mom’s life SO fulfilled and 
happy.

- Melanie
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Many years ago, 
Ann was an undergrad 
student at the University 
of Houston, working as 
a secretary for then Fr. 
Vincent Rizzotto.

The young Fr. Rizzotto 
had just been assigned 
to serve as “Officialis” of 
the Tribunal, and had 

recently graduated from 
Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C. with a JCL in Canon Law.

“This was shortly after Vatican II and the 
Church was coping with all the changes,” Ann 
remembers. “At the same time, the Civil Rights 
Movement was in full force.”

Although she only worked with Bishop Rizzotto 
for seven years, Ann kept in touch with him after 
she left the Tribunal. When she went back to 
school for her masters in social work, she decided 
to reach out to him for help with her thesis in 
Social Policy: “Efforts of the Catholic Church in 
Civil Rights in Houston.” 

As part of her research, she sat down with 
Bishop Rizzotto to discuss the events that had 
taken place in the 60s and 70s, and to better 
understand his involvment in them.

“I learned then that there were four Houston 
priests that marched in Selma. Bishop Rizzotto 
and Archbishop Fiorenza were two of them,” Ann 
shares.

“Aside from marching in Selma, Bishop 
Rizzotto became involced with other priests in 
the formation of the Catholic Interracial Council  
in Houston, after receiving permission from 
Bishop Morkovsky. Then, out of his effort grew 
Project Equality, put under Bishop Rizzotto’s 
responsibility. He spoke to Catholic and non-

Catholic churches alike, asking them to consider 
using their buying power with merchants by 
having them sign a contract agreeing to hire 
African-Americans. He basically advocated for 
Equal Employment Opportunity at a time when 
it was not so popular to do so, and before it 
was passed as legislation. He did meet some 
resistance, but had success in some parishes. 
He said that his aim at that time was to get the 
churches to coalesce, and use their divine power 
for justice.”

Ann also remembers young Bishop Rizzotto 
as someone who was very athletic. “He’s always 
loved baseball, and on his days off he liked to go 
play golf or tennis,” she says.

It’s no surprise that even now, Bishop Rizzotto 
continues advocating for the people who need it 
most. The upcoming Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic 
raises funds to help subsidize the cost of care for 
Medicaid residents at St. Dominic Village, where 
both he and Ann now live.

“I came here because I like being able to go to 
the Chapel whenever I want. Before, when I was 
unable to attend mass, someone would bring me 
communion, but I missed participating in mass.”

She still remains friends with Bishop Rizzotto 
today, and visits with him at St. Dominic Village 
Activities.

colleagues and Friends

St. Dominic Village Resident, Ann

By Monica Snell

Bishop Rizzotto enjoying the Golf Classic with friends in 2016.
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Ms. Laura and her sister, Joy.
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Home for The Holidays
St. Dominic Village is home to many residents 

that come from places far and wide. One of those 
residents is Ms. Laura. 

Ms. Laura was born in Scotland in 1927, and 
grew up in Glasgow. She is the oldest of 11 
children. When WWII started, her family moved 
to Girvan, where her father purchased a 30-room 
hotel. There, Ms. Laura and her siblings all came 
to help with the family business. 

“We were very blessed and very lucky,” she 
recalls.

“Dad ran the hotel, and Laura was the head 
cook,” adds her sister, Joy, who is in town visiting 
from New York.

Laura and her sister both traveled home to 
Scotland in October, and stayed for almost five 
weeks! When asked about the dificulties of 
traveling at 92, Laura shared, “The trip wasn’t so 
bad. We flew from here to New York, and then 
From New York to Scotland.”

Laura makes the effort to visit home at least 
once a year so that she can spend time with her 
four remaining siblings. “It’s always good to go 
back home and be with family,” she says.

When asked about her decision to stay in Texas 
she answers without hesitation, “When I first 
came to the U.S. I only planned on staying for a 
year, but then I got a job with Shell in New York. 
Years later, Shell moved from New York to Texas, 
and I came with them. This is where I met my 
husband. He was a WWII Veteran, and when he 
passed, I decided to stay here so that I could be 
buried with him.”

Laura chose St. Dominic Village as her home 
because she wanted to be close to mass every 
day. She is a devout Catholic, and a firm believer 
in The Holy Mother Mary. She credits The Holy 
Mother with helping her meet her husband all 
those years ago.

“I was part of a group called the Legion of Mary, 
and so was my husband. He was from Louisiana, 
and had French ancestry. We were very blessed 
for many years.”

Laura credits her worldiness to growing up in 
the hotel that her family owned. 

“Because of the hotel we had a very interesting 
life, meeting many people from many different 
places.”

Laura is happy to be at St. Dominic Village 
surrounded by people who she considers family. 
She still has friends that come to visit, and her 
sister, Joy, makes the trip from New York about 
five times a year.

Laura (right) with sister Joy.

Laura (bottom left) with her 10 siblings and parents.

By Monica Snell



“Caring for Our Elders with the Compassion of Christ”

7 • St. Dominic Village |  Winter 2019

A LEGACY OF CARING 
St. Dominic Village Resident, Ms. Rose Mary, 

has lived a lifetime of service to the poor. She 
is the founder of Magnificat House, which is 
a Houston-area nonprofit organization that 
currently consists of 16 homes, a soup kitchen, 
and a clubhouse for the mentally ill.

Having Ms. Rosemary here is a huge blessing 
to our community. Even at 95, she maintains 
a strong presence, and a dignified demeanor. 
When asked about her life-long project, she was 
very gracious, and very eager to share her story.

She starts by recalling that when her father had 
a hard time finding work in Houston, he moved 
his family to Denison Texas so that they could 
stay with her grandmother. This is where she first 
experienced helping the poor. 

“My grandmather was a good Italian woman. 
She spoke to people on the streets every day, 
on her way to mass. She would sometimes bring 
them back to the house for supper and a shower. 
Her daughters would have a fit every time she 
brought someone in, but she didn’t seem to care. 
I was maybe about nine or ten years old at the 
time, and I think that’s where I learned to help 
other people. I was never afraid of the strangers 
coming into the house. I didn’t see the poor as 
someone to be feared, I saw them as someone to 
be helped.”

Once she got older, Rose Mary continued her 
Grandmother’s tradition of helping others. “I 
would see people on the street and ask them if 
they needed help. I was surprised by how many 
of them would say yes.”

Inspired by her grandmother’s teachings, the 
Holy Spirit, and other activists such as Dorothy 
Day, Rose Mary set forth with a lifelong mission to 
help as many Houston Homeless as she could. “I 
enjoyed helping people the most when I started 
to see results,” she shares.

She began picking up people from the streets, 
and inviting them back to the very first Magnificat 
House, which was purchased in 1968. “I always 
made sure to have someone with me when I 
picked someone up. The people who came to the 
house were happy to take part in what went on. 
They didn’t just sit and do nothing. We all worked 
together to make it work.”

When aked about her time at St. Dominic 
Village, Rose Mary said, “I like that we have mass 
almost every day.”

“Whatever you do for the 
least of these, you do for me.” 
- Matthew 25:40

By Monica Snell

St. Dominic Village Resident, Ms. Rose Mary
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Christmas At The Village
Christmas fesivities brought joy to many of our 

residents, families, and friends.  The holiday fun 
started in the Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing 
Center (RNC) on December 10 and continued 
with our Independent and Assisted Living 
Residents (IL and AL) on December 12.

In the RNC, the evening started with famillies 
taking group pictures in front of our Christmas 
backdrop. Many large families with multiple 
generations in attendance made sure to stop 
and pose for a special keepsake. Seeing so many 
cheerful interactions among our residents and 
guests was a true blessing. Everyone celebrated 
together, enjoyed the band, and had a great time.

A few days later, AL and IL Residents had  
their party in the auditorium. Many of them 
wore festive vests and sweaters, perfect for the 
ocassion. The DJ was able to get everyone on 
their feet, and our guests danced the night away 
going down a soul train line that spontaneously 
formed. Everyone enjoyed each other’s company, 
and had so much fun. The loving essence of our 
community was felt in the air.

Both evenings were catered by Luby’s Etc. 
in a buffet style spread that included fabulous 
appetizers, main courses, and a phenomenal 
desert table. Beverages were provided by St. 
Dominic Village.

 A huge, heartfelt ‘Thank You’ goes out to our 
staff for making both of these nights possible. 
Due to everyone’s hard work with decorating, 
serving, and cleaning up, we were able to provide 
our residents with this fun, exciting experience, 
which in turn enhances their quality of life.

Eleanor with her family.

St. Dominic Village Staff 

Beatrice  with her family.

By Monica Snell
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Delfina and her daughter dancing. Cora with her two daughters.

Elvira with her family.

Rita dancing with her grandson.

Goldie with her son, daughter-in-law, and niece.

Mary with friends.
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Nurse’s Station
Preventing Falls

At some point, your aging loved one may 
experience a decline in mobility. Nursing staff 
may ask them how well they can move around, 
and it’s very important for them to answer that 
question honestly so that staff can take extra 
steps to keep them safe. Here are some tips to 
help prevent falls.

Keep Things Within Reach
• Help them keep the things that they use most  

often within easy reach, like: tissues, water, 
remote controls, and the light cord.

• With a nurse present, have your loved one 
practice using the call button. It should always 
be kept close by so that they can use it when 
they need to.

Get Help Moving Around
• If your loved one is feeling weak, make sure 

they call for help. Have them sit up slowly and 

with the help of a staff member.
• Ensure that they are using their walking aid or 

wheelchair as instructed, and holding on to 
handrails in the bathrooms and hallways.

• Have them use a Gait Belt when needed. Gait 
Belts snuggle around the waist and allow 
someone else to support the patient and walk 
together.

• Make sure they are always wearing sturdy 
footwear!

When directing a loved one, keep it simple. Go 
one step at a time, and notify staff about any 
mental or physical changes you notice in you 
loved one. 

Preventing falls is everybody’s business
– please help us help your loved one stay safe.

Maria Ashley Henson
Activity Coordinator, RNC

October 2018

Julene Pecoo
CNA, STATION1

NOvember 2018

Employee of the Month

By Heather Wilson
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ALL SERVICES ARE IN WARREN CHAPEL

April 14th—Palm Sunday
Passion of Our Lord at 9:45 a.m.
April 18th—Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 p.m.
April 19th—Good Friday
Passion and Death of the Lord at 3:00 p.m.
April 20th—Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil at 7:30 p.m.
April 21st—Easter Sunday
Resurrection of the Lord at 10:00 a.m. 

Holy Week Mass Schedule

Volunteer Opportunities
Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing Center.

We need people to spend time with our 
residents. Some examples of ways to hel are to 
read to them, take them for walks, talk to them, 
watch TV with them, or help them participate in 
scheduled activities.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.

While we have some very faithful volunteers, 
we need more who have this special qualification.  
Some of our residents are unable to attend Mass 
and would like to receive communion as often as 
possible.  If you are an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion at your parish, please consider 
giving some of your time to our bedbound 
residents.
Transporting Residents from the Nursing 
Center and Assisted Living to Warren Chapel.  

This is an every Sunday need as our only Sunday 
Mass is at 10:00 a.m.  You can provide this service 
and attend Mass for yourself!

Saturday Afternoon Bingo in Assisted Living.  
We need a volunteer for Bingo in AL. This 

involves setting up and calling the game. Our 
residents love this activity because it’s fun for 
everyone involved!
Cleaning Nursing Center Patios. 

The winter is taking a toll on our patios and 
they need to be cleaned up and given a fresh 
cheerful look to get us through to spring.  They 
are meant to be a window to God’s creation for 
the residents to enjoy!

If you are able and willing to donate your time, 
please call 713-741-8718 or email 
pegerman@stdominicvillage.org.

By Patricia Egerman
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Valentine's Day Dance
February 7, 2019 | 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM | SDV Auditorium

Bingo!
February 26, 2019 | 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM | SDV Auditorium 

The Bishop Rizzotto Golf Classic
March 7, 2019 | Registration begins at 11:00 AM | Wildcat Golf Club

The St. Dominic Village Spring Luncheon
April 11, 2019 | 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM | SDV Auditorium

Easter Sunday
April 21, 2019 | Mass at 10:00 AM| Warren Chapel

Upcoming Events

Around The Village
New Resident, Mr. Marino, enjoyed going out to sweep leaves from our 
front area this fall.

The SDV Choir put on the performance of a lifetime for our RNC 
residents this past Holiday Season.
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Thank You
For your generous Gifts in support of our mission

The Eugene & Felice Malloy Fdn.
HG Fire Systems
Holy Family Parish
Isla Carroll Turner Friendship Trust
Marek Family Foundation
St. Michael Catholic Church
Strake Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Adolph
Mr. & Mrs. Brock Akers
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Alexander
Ms. Kathleen H. Alsina
Ms. Audrey K. Angel
Ms. Mary L. Ashley
Mr. Adolfo Astorga
Mr. & Mrs. James Avioli, Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Babaian
Mr. Tom Bachman
Mr. Andrew J. Barko, Jr.
Ms. Carol E. Bartz
Mrs. Mary Margaret Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. William Bibb
Mr. & Mrs. William Bielenda
Mrs. Irene Bodden
Mr. Michael Bonifazi
Mrs. Jane R. Brann
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Briggs
Mrs. Kay N Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry E. Bruley
Dr. & Mrs. Nick Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bukowski
Mr. & Mrs. Juan C. Bustos
Mrs. Mary Joan Cahill
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Camarata
Mrs. Sandra Campbell
Ms. Mary Dolores Canning
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Caplan
VK Carhart
Glenn Carpenter
Ms. Carol M. Cashiola
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Cashiola
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Chaffee
Mr. John Chirichigno
Mr. James Christopher Coburn
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Coutee, Sr.
Ms. Justina A. Crawford
Mrs. Mary L Cruse
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Regis Daily, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Daniel
Mr. Richard Edward Darilek
Mr. & Mrs. Carl A. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Domenic Dell’Osso
Ms. Suzy Delmore
Mr. George Dempsey
Dr. Catherine Devine
Mr. Joseph Devine
Ms. Emily Douglass
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Drummond
Mr. Gregory Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Dunbar

Mr. Jeffrey Duran
Dr. Carmel Bitondo Dyer 

& Mr. James Dyer
Ms. Judith L. Dyer
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Elmer
Ms. Stephanie Fevig
Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza, D.D.
Mr. David Fitzgerald
Mr. Richard W Fitzgerald
Ms. Francine Fleming
Ms. Joyce Fontenot
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Force, Jr.
Dr. Heidi Galito & Mr. Luis Galito
Mr. & Mrs. Juan Garcia, M.D., P.A.
Mr. & Mrs. James Gibson
Ms. Lynn Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Girouard
Mr. William Gorton
Ms. Barbara A. Graves
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Gremillion, III
Mr. & Mrs. John Michael Griffin
Erin Hamilton
Mrs. Jane Hasenpflug
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Hawthorne
Mr. Bernard L. Hebinck
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Hendricks
Mr. & Mrs. Jacinto M. Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. John Hernandez
Dcn. Gary Hilbig
Mr. Roy H. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hoar
Mr. William Hoelker
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Holly
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Holy
Ms. Michelle Hooper
Mrs. Jean A. Horrigan
Ms. Patsy D. Hyland
Mrs. Christine Imber
Ms. Julie Hyland Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Johnson
Ms. Joan Johnson
Mrs. Patricia Sullivan Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Cashiola
Very Rev. Lawrence W. Jozwiak
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kainer, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael V. Kaney
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelly
Mr. David Kem 

& Ms. Judith Raines
Mr. & Mrs. George Killinger
Dr. & Mrs. Tony Kim
Ms. Amanda Kleckley
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kolar
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Koval
Mr. Gerry Kraynik
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kuper
Ms. Barbara Lamb
Mr. & Mrs. David & Kristie LaPointe
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Lazo
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas N. Lightsey, Jr.
Ms. Arlene D. Lis

Ms. Angela Loftus
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lomonte
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Lubojasky
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Lucia
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Richard Luna
Miss Jennifer Macalalad
Ms. Nancy C. MacRoberts
Ms. Michele Malloy
Ms. Annette L. Mandola
Ms. Gina & Ms. Amanda Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Matejka
Mr. John D. Matula
Ms. Mary Matula
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mauch, Sr.
Mr. Davis Maxey
Sr. Carol Mayes, O.P.
Ms. Sara B. McAndrew
Mr. & Mrs. Gary McBee
Mrs. Patricia McCrory
Mr. John W. McKirahan, Jr.
Ms. Cathy Meents
Mrs. Anne Meixner
Ms. Kathleen Mitchell
Mrs. Frank Montalbano
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Montegut
Mr. & Mrs. James Mouch
Ms. Allene Mullins
Mr. Dany Ward 

& Ms. Nancy Ames
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Neumann
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Nevlud
Mr. Nicholas Stulak 

& Ms. Sheila Vashaw
Mr. John Norkus, Jr
Mrs. Jean Northey
Ms. Bobbie Nygaard
Rev. Msgr. Fred P. O’Connor
Mrs. Shannon Oliver
Mr. Robert Olsen
Mrs. Dolores Parker
Ms. Dorothy T. Parker
Ms. Gertrude Mary Peacock
Ms. Rose Perry
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pilegge
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Poa
Ms. Michele Podsim
Mrs. Jill Renea Pollard
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Preston
Commissioner Steve Radack
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Radvansky
Ms. Mary Raia
Mrs. Debby Rapp
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Raymond, D.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry J. Renaud
Mrs. Kathy Lee Renfrow
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Riepe
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rizzo
Mr. & Mrs. George A. Rizzo
Mr. & Mrs. William & Carey Roberton
Ms. Alberta Rogers
Mr. Jaime Roman-Pavajeau, M.D

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Rossitto
Mr. & Mrs. Rube Williams
The Honorable Frank B. Rynd
Mr. & Mrs. John Rynd
Mr. Gerald Sacra
Mr. & Mrs. Paul K. Scharf
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Sellers, Jr.
Mrs. Faith Sepe
Ms. Judy Sere
Most Rev. George A. Sheltz
Mr. Glen Shepard
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Shields
Ms. Carolyn Shimek
Dr. Starke & Dr. Shook
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Silkwood
Mr. Eugene Silva
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Silvestre
Dr. & Mrs. Terry L. Simon
Dcn. John Singer
Ms. Virgie Slater
Mr. & Mrs. John Newton Snell, V
Mr. Thomas P. Spencer
Mr. Bernard Stephan
Ms. Gloria Stephen
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stokes
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stowers
Ms. Carol L. Stradley
Ms. Susan Stranahan
Mrs. Patricia Marie Strauss
Ms. Maureen A Sullivan
Mr. Dennis L. Swenson
Mrs. Rosalie Talamantez
Mr. Adam Tham
Mr. Frank L. Theall
Mrs. Clare M Thomeer
Mr. & Mrs. William Thurber
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Tracy
Ms. Maureen Trott
Mr. & Mrs. Freddy Van Etten
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Van Gheluwe
Ms. Dorothea Van Gheluwe
Kim-Thanh Vu
Mr. Lance Walters
Mrs. Karen Waltmon
Chony R Watts
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Watts, Jr.
Ms. Lynne Marie Wester
Ms. Bettye White
Ms. Raye G. White
Ms. Mary Earline Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Williamson
Mrs. Christine Sampson Willie
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel B. Wilson
Mr. Gerald Wolff
Mr. Thomas H. Wright
Jean Wu
Mrs. Germana Zangirolami
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