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Help Us Help Our Children. Please consider making a donation to Blessing House, www.blessinghouse.org

Christmas 2018

Dear Friend,

Every year I wait for the fi rst of many Christmas cards that 
has my favorite picture. You have probably seen a version 
of it. It has a child holding a wrapped present. Sometimes 
the package is big. Sometimes it has fancy paper. In each 
picture, the child has a big smile, bright shining eyes and 
the look of anticipation that says, ”What 
could be inside?”

When children open their gifts and see 
the Cabbage Patch doll with just the right 
hair color or the bright red skateboard 
that they really wanted, their face is fi lled 
with wonder.  Regardless of the gift, they 
are amazed.

I saw that same look just the other day on 
the face of one of our children. A 6 year 
old boy whose school shoes had holes 
was handed a new pair of tennis shoes 
with orange bottoms. “Are these mine? 
Do I get to keep them?”  There is such a 
sweet innocence when a child receives a gift.

For some of our children, that look comes when a new 
jacket replaces the one with a broken zipper. Or from 
fi nding dress up clothes ready for them to wear for a 
school concert. For others the look of wonder appears 
when they see that they will have their own bed, blanket 
and pajamas.

Our mission at Blessing House is to keep our children safe, 
but our joy is to gift them what they need. This past year 
160 children experienced the wonder of the gifting that 
goes on at Blessing House. Children who were homeless 
found a home.  Children who lived with violence found 
peace. Children experiencing hunger, found nourishment. 
These gifts were made possible because of your 
generosity and for this we are most grateful.

Now I want to tell you about the other 190 children 
who did not come into the safety and care of Blessing 
House because we didn’t have enough room for them. 
It is diffi  cult for us when we have to place children on a 
waiting list when a parent calls for help because we do not 

have enough space.  Every day we are 
challenged to manage the comings and 
goings of all of the children that need 
help, trying to reach out to as many 
as possible.  Now, after two years of 
planning, we are moving forward with 
our plan to build a new home that will 
allow us to help even more children.

This Christmas, as you witness the look of 
wonder on children’s faces, please know 
that we are thankful for the joy you have 
helped bring to our children.  We ask you 
to join us as we pray that we each fi nd 
ways to gift one another with the true 

Christmas gifts of peace, love and compassion. These gifts 
of the heart bless all they touch and bring wonder to us all.

Be Part of the Heart

This year, we are asking for your continued support 
for the operations of Blessing House.  Your fi nancial 
support is crucial to providing safe care for our children 
and helping them deal with the trauma they have 
experienced. We are also asking you to consider making a 
one time-gift to our capital campaign to help us increase 
our space so that we don’t have to turn anyone away. As 
you read more about our plans in this newsletter I would 
like to invite you to join us and “Be Part of the Heart.” 

God bless you this Christmas Season.

Sister Mary Berigan, Executive Director



The elegance was in abundance at our 2018 Rock-a-Bye 
Ball this year as 280 guests enjoyed an evening of fi ne 
dining and dancing while supporting the children of 
Blessing House.  

Guests participated in raffl  es and  bid on over 125 silent 
auction items.  Our live auction featured a trip to Vail, 
a Browns/Bengals Football package, a Dinner in Your 
Home prepared by Chef Ricardo of Fat Cats Restaurant in 
Tremont and a Dinner for 10 at the Veranda Bistro & Bar.

We would like to thank our sponsors, our auction donors 
and our guests for helping make our event a huge 
success this year.  A special thanks to our Co-Chairs Cindy 
Cromling, Molly Lucas, Brenda Norton, Lisa Zidar and the 

BLESSING HOUSE
ROCK-A-BYE BALL

25 member Rock-a-Bye Committee for all of their hard 
work.  Over $120,000 was raised to support our children 
and families.

We are already looking forward to next year!

2018 Rock-a-Bye Ball “Black & White”



Blessing House is the grateful recipient of a $300,000 
capital grant from the Ohio Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services (DMHA) to support our $3.3 million 
“Be Part of the Heart” Capital Campaign to build a new 
facility.  Senator Gayle Manning’s efforts to advocate for 

and secure this 
grant ensures 
we have the 
essential early 
momentum 
we need to 
encourage 
gifts from 
other giving 
partners. Most 
important, we 
are now well  
on our way to 

our goal of building a new facility that will care for up to 
28 children at a time. 

When Senator Manning visited Blessing House she 
watched the little ones having fun in the playroom and 
shared with us her belief in the importance of supporting 
children and families.  She knows how important it is for 
children to feel safe and is thankful that Blessing House is 

Senator Manning Secures Ohio Capital Grant
available to help families when they need it most.  During 
her visit, Senator Manning also learned about the number 
of children we were not able to help because of our 
limited space. She agreed wholeheartedly with our board 
and staff’s decision to build a facility to serve more children 
and was thrilled to be able to deliver this great news.  

With the Ohio DMHA grant, a verbal commitment for a 
major grant from the Nordson Corporation Foundation 
and several major individual 
contributions, we have 
raised $903,000 toward 
the  $3.3 Million goal!  We 
extend our sincere thanks 
to Senator Manning 
and our other generous 
benefactors who are now 
“Part of the Heart.”  We 
hope you will join us and 
consider a generous gift to 
our Capital Campaign. 

For more information 
please contact Donna 
Humphrey at 440-240-1851 
or info@blessinghouse.org.

Blessing House – The House with a Heart

Helping to secure a grant from DMHA, Senator 
Gayle Manning meets with Donna Humphrey 
and Sister Mary Berigan.
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HOW ARE 
DONATIONS SPENT?

Blessing House is a good steward of 
your very valuable and appreciated 
monetary donations. 86% of every 
$1 goes directly toward our primary 
cause—to serve children of families 
in Lorain County who are in crisis, 
by providing a temporary safe 
home for children and support for 
their families. 

*2017 Blessing House IRS Form 990

5540 Grove Avenue
Lorain Ohio 44055

Blessing House Board of Directors

Mary Herrick, President 
Jennifer Randall, Vice President 
Brian Tetkowski, Secretary 
Denise Shafer, Treasurer 
Michele Silva Arredondo                                       
Jessica Baggett                                           
Cindy Cromling                                           

Blessing House Staff 

Executive Director: Sr. Mary Berigan, SND
Assistant Executive Director: Mary Jo Dziak
Business Manager: Donna Humphrey
Family Advocate: Lea Arcuri
Child Advocate: Laurie Conrad
Shelter Manager: Barbara Hammond
Shelter Manager: Colleen Dirk
Administrative Assistant: Valerie Dillard

Sr. Josephe Fernandez, SND                    
Stephanie Gillespie                                    
David Janowicz                                   
Molly Lucas                                                 
Mary Jo Sustar                                                        
Libby Davis Williams                            
Michael Zidar  

86%
Programming 
and Services
• diapers
• groceries
• supplies
• child care staff  payroll
• rent
• utilities
• transportation
• programming staff 

9%
Management and 
General Expenses
• offi  ce staff 
• offi  ce supplies
• accounting & auditing
• risk management

5%
Fundraising
• administrative staff 
• consultant


