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Gospel Meditation 
 

With whom do we converse and listen to the most? Believe it or 

not, the answer is ourselves. We are constantly having  

conversations with ourselves, and sometimes we even get 

caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth about  

ourselves. We really cannot hide from ourselves, although we 

often pretend we can. By conversing with ourselves, we find 

solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work through our 

relationships, formulate opinions, run through dress rehearsals 

of possible conversations, and wrestle with and determine our 

system of priorities and values. What other voices affect the 

conversations we have with ourselves? 

 

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These voices 

cause us to mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, and cling to 

our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, and the like. It is in 

these inner conversations that we face what holds us captive — 

our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and stubborn ego  

preoccupations. We often go about our lives putting out one fire 

or another, keeping ourselves preoccupied and busy, and trying 

to stay on top of things. Intentionally or unintentionally, we find 

ourselves wandering off. We turn around and can no longer see 

our home. We look down at our feet and realize we have lost 

our anchor. Feeling scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, 

and lonely, we realize that we are lost. 

 

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything 

competing for our attention, the voice of the One who could  

truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t hear it. As our inner 

dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to consult 

— even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd 

who can keep us safely where we need to be. As we graze 

through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly remember to 

look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of prayer are 

the only thing that can properly root us and keep us grounded. 

Contemplating God’s presence and developing an inner  

awareness of love incarnate, we will then find ourselves praying 

unceasingly as the days and nights and the ebbs and flows of 

our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner conversations we are 

constantly having are no longer just with ourselves or with  

voices that can lead us astray but with the Trinity, who  

desperately wants us to stay home. 
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Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  

in the most Blessed Sacrament.   

I love You above all things and  

I desire to receive You into my soul.   

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You have already come,  

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

Weekly Stewardship  
 

     April 5 - April 26  Weekly Offering $ 8262.00 
      

Thank you for your generosity.  
 

For online donations 
 www.ourladyofthepinescatholicchurch.com 

click on Donation 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Please pray for: Frank Cuccia, Sr., Barbara Miller, Rebecca 
Duckworth, Thelma West, Nina Breaux, Gladys & Stanley 
Simon, Caitlin Boyd & daughter Amelia; all healthcare  
workers, Randy Griffith, Norton Leger, Don Watt, Henry 
Rossi, Ted Koch, Bennie Mahaffey, Linda Dipuccio, Shirley 
Anderson, Fr. Frank Rossi, Audrey Douzant 
 

Repose of the soul: Marynell Conner 
 

Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks. Names written in the Prayer 
Book in the vestibule of the church will be offered as daily Mass intentions. 

Prayer Support for our Pastor 

Let’s join together during this time by praying 
the Rosary and the Memorare daily at 4:00pm. 


