		
Ss. Peter and St Paul

	Today the Church gives to us a very special treat - that on this 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time - we celebrate the feast of Ss. Peter and Paul. Without a doubt there were many important and instrumental people in the formation and spread of the Catholic Church - but none were as necessary as Ss. Peter and Paul. 
	God you see knew what He was doing when He chose these two men, because clearly without them the Catholic Church would not have survived and thrived for 2000 years. I am not saying that they could have succeeded in the mission given by Christ without the help of many holy men and women, just that without Ss. Peter and Paul - and the love they had for Christ, a love they spilled their blood for - no amount of saints could have built up and sustained the Catholic Church we are privileged to belong to. Now this might sound a bit trumped up - but because they way God made these two men to serve His One Church is truly integral in our own Catholic identity, we need to understand why their roles above all others was so important. 
	Starting with St Peter, who we all know was a fisherman by trade. More than likely he had no formal education to speak of, which is probably the reason we see him in the Gospels with his foot in his mouth so often. What St Peter had in spades though was heart - he knew Jesus and he loved Him. Even in his darkest hour when he betrayed his Lord, despair could not eclipse his heart - as it did in Judas - St Peter could not be parted from Jesus. 
	And of course he could not because he had THE faith, a God  given faith which allowed him to recognize Jesus as God - as Jesus Himself testifies, “ For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.” This is the reason why none of the other Apostles gives any other answer to Jesus’ question “who do you say that I am”, because any other answer is dead wrong. Jesus Christ is a man…and He is God, period and end of story. For this reason Jesus says to St. Peter and St Peter alone, “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
	This is why St Peter from then on - and even to this day through what we refer to as his Petrine office - is clearly the visible head and highest authority of the One Church established by Jesus Christ Himself. Without St. Peter, his faith, his courage to confess that faith, his authority, and his leadership - the Church founded by Jesus Christ would have quickly fallen apart before it ever really got off the ground. You see there was and will always be debates on faith and morals - and to a point this can be health as it stimulates intellectual and spiritual growth - but there is a point when debate ceases to be good and starts leading people away from the Truth Faith - away from God. This is why God gave to one man - St Peter - and his spiritual successors - THE faith - so as to teach infallibly, as guaranteed by the Holy Spirit - in matters of faith and morals. 
	This fact has not only resulted in the Catholic Church remaining One - united though packed wall to wall with sinners - for two millennia, it has also through the centuries made the Catholic Church visible to all peoples as the One Church established by Christ, because through the Petrine office, protected by the Holy Spirit, the Catholic Church has transmitted the Apostolic faith, unchanged, untainted, without fail or error. 
	This guardianship of the true faith, also grants a comforting certainty to the members of the Church through baptism. If one assents to the Church’s teaching in faith and moral, they are assured to be in communion with God, and are assured to be on the way which leads to heaven. If one refuses to assent they are out of communion with God, and on the way to perdition. The comforting certainty here comes from the fact that one must first know where they are, in order to get where they want to be. The Catholic Church is that point of reference.
	Now the Church needs more than the Petrine office to accomplish her God given mission, and this is where St Paul comes in. Unlike St Peter, St Paul was formally educated having been taught the Sacred Scriptures by the greatest Rabi Gamaliel, as well as receiving a classical Greek education, studying the likes of Plato, Aristotle, and learning rhetoric. St Paul was an intellectual and through him faith seeks understanding. He was the first and the greatest theologian. St Peter protected the faith - St Paul taught the faith - by developing it, unfolding it, elaborating it. Theology in short is the study of God - it’s important because you cannot love what you do not know. 
	St Paul establish with in the Catholic Church a foundational and sound theology - what we would call dogma - so we members could with certainty come to know, love and serve the One True God. St Paul gave to the Church a touch stone, so that we could check and verify that we are in fact loving God. Without the Pauline theology - it is far to easy to slip into bad theology - and the only god bad theology leads to is the self, which is what we call Pride - and we all know what comes after that. The theology of the Catholic Church allows us to know the One True God so we can love Him and through that love remain united to Him forever.  
	So today we celebrate Ss. Peter and Paul - more importantly we give God thanks and praise for their necessary part in the Catholic Church - they protected the faith and they taught the faith for us to their last breath - so that we Catholic could have the certainty through the virtues of obedience and humility of our salvation.

