
14th Sunday OT C
Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like lighting from the sky.”
Most progressive modern Catholic thinkers would say that Jesus was
using some very colorful language to make His point about evil and its
existence but - He did not mean this literally.
	So the question remains; Does personal evil really exist? I mean
the modern progressive Catholic would say that the devil isn’t real, just some story or tool invented by the Church to control people? You know to make us afraid so we will follow blindly whatever the Church says - so the popes, bishops and priests could control us? They would say all those stories in the bible about Jesus casting out demons can be explained away by modern psychology and its understanding of mental disorders - or just as likely, religious fanatical behavior. For many Hell and the devil are just childhood stories, or just the reoccurring plot of so many horror movies and nothing more.
	A lot of Catholics think the Second Vatican Council with its new modern liberal mindset brought us out of a backward medieval belief system to make us capable of realizing that hell and Satan are just the products of ignorance, superstition, or an over active imagination. 	Well, lets think about this for a moment - Here is what “Gaudium et Spes,” one of those Second Vatican Council documents has said; “The whole of man’s history has been the story of our combat with the powers of evil, stretching, so our Lord tell us, from the very dawn of history until the last day. Finding himself in the midst of the battlefield man has struggled to do what is right, and it is at great cost to himself, and aided by God’s grace, that he succeeds in achieving his own inner integrity” (Gaudium et Spes, 37).
	Some uninformed Catholics maybe surprised in this day and age,that the existence of evil, the devil as well as hell, are all truths of our Catholic Faith. All one has to do is pick up a copy of the Catechism and look it up and you will find that the Church officially teaches - from paragraph #1033 through paragraph #1037 - that evil does exist, that there is a person, a fallen Angel to be exact, who wants nothing more than to destroy humanity and if that is not possible then at least to get as many people away from God, away from salvation to spend eternity in hell with him.
	Pope Paul IV, taught that “evil is not merely a lack of something,
but an effective agent, a living spiritual being, perverted and perverting. A terrible reality - mysterious and frightening - who goes about acting in a way contrary to the teaching of the Bible and the Church." Of course there is the New Testament which alone refers to the devil and his wickedness nearly 300 times as a warning to us of his presence and activity in our world.
	This leads us to our Gospel, where we heard that the disciples
were overjoyed because - demons were subject to them through the
Holy Name of Jesus. This power of the name of Jesus was given not
only to the disciples but to the whole Church to fight against and
overcome any and every evil in this world. This power is the authority of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church built on the authority of Jesus Christ Himself which causes the gates of hell to tremble.
	What we learn from the NT is that the main purpose of Jesus’s
ministry was to destroy the works of the devil and to bring about the
Kingdom of God which will destroy the kingdom of satan. Christ came to cast out, bind up and deliver humanity from its slavery to sin and death as well as the chief works of the devil called vice.
	According to the OT, the devil gets his foot hold in this world and in our lives through things like fortune-tellers, soothsayers, charms,
diviners, and spells as well as when we consult with ghosts and spirits or seek oracles and revelations from the dead. In our day and age, Satan still uses these things including horoscopes, the new age movement, Gnosticism, moral relativism, or even more explicitly through Satanism and Wicca.
	Everyday we see his evil played out right in front of our eyes
because not only do young people but even the old - do not recognized the danger they are in, or truth about Jesus Christ who is their salvation - but also do not know that there is a very real enemy, who remains hidden, while he plots out their destruction.
	This evil is increased with the destruction of Fatherhood, marriage and traditional family life. In the increase in war, murder, and suicide. The devastation of our youth through drugs and sexual addiction via the internet, which a recent study estimated that 80% of all internet content is pornographic in nature. The massive diffusion by the media of corrupting errors and sinful practices. And most especially in our day, with the ruinations of our religious freedoms.
	Nowadays, objective evil is displayed out in the open - all of which are meant to destroy us - caused by a malicious Angel who wants nothing more than to eradicate us from the face of the earth. Satan has gone so far as to attack humanity at its source with the sin of abortion, birth control, IVF, embryonic stem cell research, and cloning - as well as using the cumulative forces of this world’s sinfulness to redefine life and marriage as we know it and calling it - progress and the new modern family. Nothing can escape from the rebellious forces of hedonism and secularism in their violent march throughout the world trying to force us to believe that sinfulness and evil rebellion against our Creator and His definition of morality are normal and warranted.
	We have come so far that not to follow this march of evil to our own destruction is to be portrayed as ignorant, intolerant, and uneducated. We have come so far that good is bad and evil is really cool. Good people are boring and evil people are fun. We defend the criminal and imprison the lawful. Modern books teach children that magic is real but that God is not - yet somehow all humans and dogs go to heaven. No wonder our world is so confused and ignorant of God.
	So it goes without saying - with all certainty - that those of us who want to be truly holy and virtuous - who want to wholeheartedly embrace the Catholic Church's authentic teaching and mission to save souls - will live a very difficult life - one full of challenges and at times heavy sorrow - but at the same time - a life of immense blessings and graces which all those who follow Christ will enjoy for all eternity.
	If we really want to be God’s saints - His holy people, we need not fear what is coming or what is already here - for God will not be mocked or made a fool of - He does not deal lightly with the devil or his unrepentant followers - be they angelic or human - the last words they will ever hear will be, “depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
	We are in the midst of a war - a war between good and evil - and
the worst thing you can do in any combat situation is to believe that you’re not in a combat situation, or that this fight has nothing to do with you. This sadly has been the mindset of us humans, us Christians, for far too long. Pope Leo XIII stated it boldly, “Catholics are made for combat!” He said - so we the people, must become - we the Saints. We must once again become the Church Militant - warriors of Jesus Christ. The devil certainly knows that his time is short and that it would be even shorter should the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church ever take the call to spiritual warfare and authentic holiness seriously.
	The Liturgy of the Hours for the Martyrs states; “We are warriors
now, fighting in the battlefield of faith, and God sees all we do; the
Angles watch and so does Christ. What honor and glory and joy, to do
battle in the presence of God, and have Christ approve our victory.” Let us arm ourselves in full strength with Rosary in hand and prepare
ourselves through Eucharistic Adoration and daily Mass for the ultimate struggle with blameless hearts, true faith, and unyielding courage.
	The venerable Bishop Fulton Sheen taught, “Christ demands fire - he demands zeal for His followers.” In the Gospels, Christ commands us to go out and preach the gospel, to live virtuous holy lives, to convert the nations - and to cast out evil. When we pray the “Our Father,” we ask God to deliver us from evil - this is the regular petition said daily in the Church’s greatest prayer. Don’t we think it is time for us to make this petition part of our daily actions and not just part of our prayers?
	Praying for the deliverance from evil is at the very center of our
Catholic faith because when we pray this way we recognize that only
God can truly save us from the power of devil - who enslaves us with sin and evil. So be at peace, as St. Paul tells us we bear the marks of Christ on our bodies through baptism and the Holy Eucharist, as we are being sent out into the world as lambs among wolves - where the harvest is rich and the laborers are few - where the world is crucified to me and I to the world - So rejoice because “your names are written in Heaven” and as a mother comforts her child - so God will comfort you.

