
22nd Sunday OTC

	Here is a question for you to think about over the week. What do you love? Let be a little more specific – I am not asking, what do you know you should love,  not what do you say you love, but what do you really love. The only way to determine the true answer to this question is to honestly take stock of your life,  to reflect on what you do. Actions speak louder then words after all, and what is certain is the way you priorities your life – that is – what you have determined to spend the most of your time on, from day to day, is in reality what you really love. 
	Now if we approach this subject in a general way we could say that in our culture today many people have chosen to love inferior things. Some people love money, and  to acquire money they will do almost anything. They will break any law and hurt anyone to get it. Money is their god, because whatever you make the center of your life is your god. 
	Other people love power, and to attain and retain power these people will do anything and everything to dominate, manipulate, and control. They will break any law and hurt any person that stands in their way. They have made power their god. 
	Still other people love pleasure, and to get pleasure in all of its many forms they will do almost anything. They will break any law and hurt any person, so long as it leads to maximum pleasure. Pleasure is their god, it is the center of their lives, and it is what they really love. 
	What all of these people have in common is that they have chosen to love something inferior,  something totally unworthy of their love, something alternative to the True Good. As we know from Sacred Scripture and our Catholic faith there is only one True Good, which is God and God alone. All that we are to worship,  all that we are to adore,  all that we are to make the center of our lives is God. Whenever we put something or someone before God we have made an Idol, a false god,  and broken the First Commandment. 	
	Now there is one more classic alternative to God that we need to consider because it is the topic of our readings today, Honor. Some people couldn’t care less about money, they couldn’t care less about power, they couldn’t care less about pleasure, in fact they are most often willing to give up all kinds of pleasure. What they really want, what they hunger for is honor. To be admired, to be the center of attention, to be in the spot light with everyone looking at them. For some people this is a reason to get up in the morning,  and they will break any law and hurt any person to serve their god and master. 
	Might this be the most popularly loved thing in our day and age? Could this be the most commonly worshiped god? I think so, look at all the movie stars, the pop singers, super stare athletes, all of the people in the media, our politicians whose career really is to get reelected. All of the people who above all else desire fame, glory, and recognition; in a word honor.
	But let’s look more closely at honor, why is it a limited thing undeserving of our love, and what is at the core of its flawed nature. Well to begin with anyone who has centered their life of honor has ultimately placed their life in the utter and total control of other people. To be in love with honor is to be almost totally and completely not free. You become a slave, because your joy and happiness depends on the fleeting and fickle approval of others. 
	No matter what a person who loves honor does, even of it is the best things,  if the mob doesn’t like it,  if the mob don’t approve then the honor seeker can’t be happy. Conversely, if this person does the worst of things,  things which are harmful to themselves and others,  if the mob approves or demands it,  well then that is what the honor seeker must do. This masochistic life, of course, will never bring happiness. A person who loves honor has utterly placed themselves; their happiness, and joy, and their life within the hands of the sadistic mob.     
	Now reasonably, it is very smart to place our lives in the control of the mob, which we would call,  ‘popular culture.’ If we are honest we would say NO, because how often does the popular culture honor who or what is truly good, not often. Only once in a while does popular culture ever get it right like it did with Mother St. Teresa of Calcutta. There was a truly good person who truly lived a good life, and did truly good things for others. This is not the rule, however, most of the time who does the popular culture hold up in praise, only the most self centered, ignorant, out of control buffoons; the very worst of people that the population of the world has to offer. Every moment of every day of their lives is like watch a train wreck in slow motion, but what does the popular culture, or the mob, say? - “Give us some more.”  
	So when we place honor at the center of our lives – seeking praise and acceptance and recognition – we place the control of our lives in the hands of some very dubious people, and leave what is truly good behind. Worst of all, we never add anything to who we are, no substance, or value, righteousness, knowledge, or goodness. There is more value, truth, and goodness in taking in a beautiful sunset, helping your kid with their homework, reading a good book, doing the yard work for an elderly neighbor without another soul to notice then in the praise of a million people. Honor adds nothing to who we are. 
	But our desire of honor, to be praised and recognized and accepted by other people, is a hard thing to beat. That is where a good healthy spiritual life comes in. St Augustine was once asked, “what are the three most important things to a good spiritual life”? He responded “humility, humility, and humility.” That is the same advice we got from our first reading “My son, conduct your affairs with humility, and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts. Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.”
	Humility comes form the word humus, which means ground or earth. So to be humble is to be rooted or grounded in reality. When we are anchored in reality we come to understand who we are, and what we are, our strength and weaknesses, our gifts and talents,  and our limitations and shortcomings. All of that knowledge puts us into good and health relationships with the people around us, and most importantly in a good and health relationship with God, who created us out of love, and that leads us to true happiness and joy and peace. 


