
THE BIRTH OF “DAVID’S KEY” 
 

The wonderful Advent hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel that we have been singing for the past four 
weeks is rich in symbolism and metaphors for Christ drawn from the Scriptures.  Each verse causes us to 
reflect deeply on what the birth of Jesus Christ means and how he fulfills our every desire.  As we celebrate 
Christmas together, I’d like to call your attention to a verse that particularly struck me in the weeks leading 
up to our celebration today: 
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come 

And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 

Jesus is called the “Key of David” – which probably seems an odd way to refer to a person.  In the Bible, 
Revelation 3:7 directly refers to Jesus in this way, an image which itself comes from the Old Testament.  In 
Isaiah 22, God says, “I will lay the key of the house of David upon Eliakim’s shoulder; so he shall open, and 
none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open” (v22).  Eliakim, the Prime Minister of Israel, will be 
given the “Key of David”, which is to say, the power of David’s rule, his ability to govern the people.  Howev-
er, it also refers to a physical key that was used to open the holiest areas of the Temple in Jerusalem.  Eli-
akim was the one people would go to in order to be admitted into God’s presence. 

 

Calling Jesus the “Key of David”, then, shows that we understand that he will open the true “temple” – 
heaven – to us and admit us into the authentic presence of God.  It means that, through his birth in Bethle-
hem, God comes very near to us; the door has been unlocked and we can approach him, since he has be-
come man, flesh and blood like you and me.  What a beautiful image that is. 
 

However, I believe we can go even further with that idea.  It is very true that Jesus opens the door and re-
veals to us the deepest reality of God.  However, he also reveals to us the deepest reality of ourselves, of 
what it is to be a human being.  By living a fully human life, he shows us what a fully human life looks like.  
He himself is the Key that unlocks and explains the impenetrable mystery of being human, the experiences 
we will never understand: the intense suffering we sometimes pass through, the never-satisfied longing our 
hearts have for fulfillment, the deep mystery of death, the suffering that always comes with real love, our 
heartbreak at evil in the world, the meaning of a life that can seem so pointless at times, and the question 
of “why?” that we so often put to our lived experience. 

 

The wonderful promise of Christmas is that the Author of our humanity – the One who holds the ultimate 
answer to the question of our existence – did not choose to offer a cheap answer to those questions from 
on high.  Rather, he himself enters into our world to give it new meaning.  In him, we find the Key that is 
able to unlock the mystery of our human experience.  And, by entering into a deep relationship with him, 
we come gradually to see the silent work of God in our lives, the infinite meaning that his presence has un-
locked for us, and the joy that already we sense as we admire the Christ child, the Key of David, asleep in 
Bethlehem’s manger. 

  ~Fr. Clayton 
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Also, In Honor of: 



Thank you for celebrating Christmas at St. Joseph 

Are you a Catholic who's been away from the Church for a while? 

This is still your home!  Welcome back! 
 
 

Getting back into the habit of church is easier than you might think -  

   for more information, visit www.CatholicsComeHome.org,  

or call our parish office: 765-564-2407. 
 

 
Are you thinking about becoming Catholic? There's room for you here.   

 
For more information,  

call the parish office at 765-564-2407,  

Visit our website: https://www.stjosephdelphi.org/ 

 

you can also email our parish at office@stjosephdelphi.org 

or contact Paula Iunghuhn at dre@stjosephdelphi.org or 765-563-3954. 

 

MASS TIMES 

Sunday: 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:15 PM  ( Spanish) 

Saturday: 

5:00 PM 

CONFESSION TIMES 

Sunday:7:15 AM to 7:45 AM 

10:00 AM to 10:15 AM 
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tel:(765)%20564-2407
tel:(765)%20564-2407
mailto:dre@stjosephdelphi.org
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