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Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents seeking  

baptism of their child. Please contact the Rectory. 
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are sick that 

we may keep them in prayer. We would also like 

to bring the Eucharist to those who cannot 

celebrate Mass with us in church. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions call Ellen Calamari at 978-660-

3818 or the Rectory at 978-464-2871. 
 

Marriage 

Interviews, instruction and Pre-Cana are required. 

Please contact the Rectory at least one year in 

advance.  
 

Programs 

- Adult Bible Study 

Please contact the Rectory for class schedule. 
 

- Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 

Wednesdays at 8:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 
 

- Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday -4:00-4:30  pm at the church or  
by appointment. 

MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Development Committee  

978-464-2871 
 

Finance Council 

Chairperson: Gerald Gates (978) 464-5636 
 

Education Committee 

(978) 464-2871 
 

Liturgical Committee 

(978) 464-2871 
 

Evangelization & Outreach Committee 

(978) 464-2871 

SCHEDULE/MASSES 

Mon—Wed, Friday. ..................... 8:30 am 

Saturday  .....................................  4:30 pm 

Sunday  ........................... 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

 Holy Days/Feast Day 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

Your talents are welcome. We encourage you to call a ministry chairperson to find out more about our on-going programs. 
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Rev. H. Edward Chalmers, Pastor             

STAFF Parish Secretary, Paula Greeley        Religious Education Coordinator, Sharon Bushway 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 5th  
4:00-4:30 PM Confessions   
 4:30 PM Unrequested 
Sunday, October 6th 
 8:30 AM  For the Parish and its Parishioners 
 10:30 AM Unrequested 
Monday, October 7th 
 8:30 AM Unrequested     
Tuesday, October 8th 
 8:30 AM For the Intentions on our Prayer Line 

and in our Prayer Intention Book 
Wednesday,  October 9th 
 8:30 AM For the Holy Souls 
Friday, October 11th 
 8:30 AM Unrequested   
Saturday, October 12th 
4:00-4:30 PM Confessions  
 4:30 PM Unrequested 
Sunday, October 13th 
 8:30 AM  Donald Mathieu Sr., requested by 

Ray and Betty Leroux  
 10:30 AM Unrequested 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

October 6, 2019 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 In today’s gospel reading from Luke, the apostles 
ask Jesus to “increase our faith.”  The Lord answered, 
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would 
say to this mulberry tree, be uprooted and planted in the 
sea and it would obey.”    
 The apostles’ simple request to Jesus, “increase 
our faith,” seems to be very appropriate.  However, 
Jesus’ response places before them a significant 
challenge.  Besides questioning their faith, Jesus is 
challenging them to accept the demands of discipleship.  
They would have to embrace Jesus’ love, mercy, service, 
and sacrifice. 
 For the apostles, sharing Jesus’ message to 
anyone who would listen became the essence of whom 
they were.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, they 
changed the world.  Through their martyrdom, they 
encouraged both believers and non-believers to follow 
their way in spreading the faith while sacrificing 
themselves for the glory of God. 
 May we continue to strengthen our relationship 
with God through love, mercy, service, and sacrifice.  
We can make a personal choice for God, being zealous 
and fervent in our belief while serving God as many 
have done throughout the centuries. 
 As we celebrate Pro-Life Sunday, we need to 
accept the Church’s call to respect all human life from 
the moment of conception until natural death.  
Unfortunately, legal abortion has  scourged our country 
since 1973.  Euthanasia and assisted suicide are 
proposed as a good thing by some while the death 
penalty is legal in many states. 
 Let us pray that we will have the strength to be 
real advocates for life.  Also, we need to pray for those 
folks who have been emotionally and spiritually 
wounded by the effects of abortion and the other issues 
of life.  
     Fr. Ed 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

The students in our Confirmation Program will 
have class this Sunday, October 6th, from 4:00 to 
5:00 pm.    
 

Students in the Jr/Sr High Program will have class  
this Monday, October 7th, 7:00-8:15 pm. 

OPEN HOUSES 
 
On Sunday, October 20th, from noon until two 
o’clock, Holy Name High School will hold its 
annual Open House for all interested students and 
families. Call Mrs. Yakstis at 508.753.6371 with 
any questions.  
 
Fall Open House at St. Bernard High School will 
be on Sunday, October 20th, 1-3 pm.    45 Harvard 
St., Fitchburg. 
 
Saint John’s High School will hold an Open House 
on Tuesday, October 22nd, at 5:30 pm.   For info 
www.stjohnshigh.org, or  508-842-8934 ext. 266. 
 
Spend a Day at NDA!  Notre Dame Academy, 
Worcester.  Fall Open Houses will be on Sunday, 
October 27th, 2-4 pm, and Thursday, October 
30th, 6-8 pm.  More info at www.nda-worc.org   

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Celebrate with us Father Ed’s 
40th Anniversary  

of his Ordination on 
Sunday, November 10th 

10:30 am Mass 
Reception following 11:30-1:30 

 
The Music Ministry is inviting anyone who would 
like to add their voice to the choir for Father 
Ed’s Anniversary Mass to contact Denis after 
Mass or call him at 508-868-6366. 



 

 

FINANCE REPORT 
The collection for the weekend of September 28-29, 
2019, was as follows: 
 Monthly  $   705.00 
 Maintenance  $     15.00 
 All Souls  $     10.00 
 World Mission $       5.00 
 Catholic Schools $   390.00 
 Religious Ed Reg. $     50.00 
 Regular collection $1,583.00 
 Total Collection: $2,758.00   

Good News! 
October 6, 2019 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(C) 

Hab 1:2–3; 2:2–4; 2 Tm 1:6–8, 13–14; Lk 17:5–10 

     What’s the difference between a 
believer and an atheist? What 
separates one who is indifferent to 
religion from a fervently religious 
person? Faith! To believe is no small 
thing and a tremendous gift. “Father, 
you are lucky you have faith!” an 
atheist friend once said to me. “I have 
tried often, but I just can’t bring myself 
to believe.”  
     We are indeed lucky, because having 
faith in Jesus opens us to heaven, to life 
after death, to finding hope and sense 
in suffering.  Faith allows us to trust 
something bigger than ourselves and to 
be at peace even when all around us is 
crazy. Faith and acceptance is the 
difference between deep, interior 
harmony and a radical frustration. 
     We have received everything from 
God, which is why Jesus invites us to 
have the attitude of humble servants. 
He uses an example that’s clear to his 
listeners: a servant works hard all day, 
comes home, and prepares and serves 
dinner. In so doing, he is merely 
performing his job. Jesus isn’t 
endorsing the insensitive nature of the 
master but offering a model in the 
humble service of the domestic helper 
who faithfully fulfills his position. Since 
he receives everything from the master, 
he can only be grateful for the chance 
to work. Such is our position before 
God. We have no place being proud or 
demanding before God since all we 
have is from him: life, family, health, 
our talents. 
    —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC  

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass 

Sunday, Oct. 20th at 3 pm at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Worcester.  This liturgy honors couples who are 
marking significant anniversaries (25th, 40th, 50th, 
etc.) this year.  Pre-register no later than October 
11th, at worcesterdiocese.org or call 508-929-4311.  

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 

The IHN program unites religious congregations to 
assist families experiencing homelessness by providing 
groceries, supplies, and evening and overnight 
supervision on a rotating basis.   Our week is October 
13-20, and we need the following:   
 Evening host or activity host:  Spend time with the 

guests, socializing, keeping children entertained, 
arts, crafts, games, etc. 

 Overnight host:  8pm-6:30 am  Spend time with 
guests, make sure everyone is up in the morning 

 IHN Donor—Due this Sunday October 6th.  
Families plan  menus, shop, and prepare their own 
meals.  Donate cash, or checks (payable to POP 
with a note designating it for IHN) . 

A volunteer sign-up sheet is at the back of Church. 

CARE NET FUNDRAISER 

   The 17th Annual Fundraising Banquet will be held on 
Thursday, October 24, 2019 – 6 p.m. at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton,  Leominster.  Our mission is a 
rescue mission. By educating those facing an 
unplanned pregnancy to the sanctity of life, and by 
offering life-affirming alternatives to abortion, we 
rescue babies from death.   Please pray for our mission 
and banquet, for our sponsors, and our guests. Register 
at  www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org - Or call  978-
342-4244, or email gail.carenet@verizon.net 

Annual Fall Bazaar—October 18-20 
Holy Rosary Church, 135 Nichols Street, Gardner 

Featuring various booths, games, raffles, items for sale, 
and entertainment.  Fun for all!  Full assortment of 
meals! 

http://www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org

