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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 
Rosary prayed every weekday at 8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 

 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 
 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 
 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 
 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents 
seeking  baptism of their child. Please 
contact the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one 
year in advance.  
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer 
and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Rectory 
at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall 
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     July 10, 2022 | Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Thoughts on the Miracle of Life 
 

Something to Ponder in the Wake of 
the Overturning of Roe v.Wade 

by: Monsignor Charles Pope 
 

Staggering fact: Over 63 million babies killed in 
the U.S. due to abortion since 1973. 

 

This description below, found years ago,  
summons ‘reverence’ by its very  

ability to baffle the mind.  
At both the physical and spiritual level the  

magnificence of life is really too  
wonderful to describe. 

The Extraordinary Miracle of Life 

The Physical Mystery: Consider the miracle of the human body. Its chemistry is just as 
extraordinarily well tuned as is the physics of the cosmos. Our world on both sides of the 
divide that separates life from lifelessness is filled with wonder. Each human cell has a 
double helix library of three billion base pairs providing fifty thousand genes. These three 
billion base pairs and fifty thousand genes somehow engineer 100 trillion neural connec-
tions in the brain - enough points of information to store all the data and information con-
tained in a fifty-million-volume encyclopedia. And then after that, these fifty thousand 
genes set forth a million fibers in the optic nerves, retinae having ten million pixels per 
centimeter, some ten billion in all, ten thousand taste buds, ten million nerve endings for 
smell, cells that exude a chemical come-on to lure an embryo’s lengthening neurons from 
spinal cord to target cell, each one of the millions of target cells attracting the proper 
nerve from the particular needed function. And all this three-dimensional structure arises 
somehow from the linear, one-dimensional information contained along the DNA helix. 
Did all this happen by chance or do you see the hand of God?  
 

The Spiritual Mystery: … of the human person, as expressed in the 139th psalm. “For it 
was you who created my being, knit me together in my mother’s womb. I thank you for the 
wonder of my being …Already you knew my soul, my body held no secret from you when I 
was being fashioned in secret…every one of my days was decreed before one of them came 
into being. To me, how mysterious your thoughts, the sum of them not to be numbered!” 
 

No human being is an accident, no conception a surprise or inconvenience to God. Myste-
riously he knew and loved us long before we were ever conceived, for he says, Before I 
ever formed you in the womb I knew you (Jer 1:4). And, as the psalm says above, God has 
always known everything we would ever do or be. 
 

It is often mysterious to us why human life is, at times, conceived in difficult circumstanc-
es such as poverty, times of family struggle or crisis, or even conceived with disability and 
disadvantage. But in the end we see so very little and must ponder the mystery of God’s 
reminder that many who are “last” now are going to be first in the kingdom (Luke 1:52-53). 
 

I have marched in the March for life for nearly fifty years to re-
member the sacred lives that have been lost. We acknowledge our 
loss, for the gifts of these children and their lives have been swept 
from us as well. We pray for women who struggle to bring chil-
dren to term and experience pressure to consider abortion. We 
pray for the immediate and sudden conversion of all support le-
galized abortion for any reason and for a dedication to assist 
women facing any difficulty in giving birth to or raising their 
children.                 http://blog.adw.org/2022/06/thoughts-on-the-miracle-of-life-as-we-march-2/ 

June 24, 2022 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: July 17, 2022 | Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Gen 18:1-10a; Col 1:24-28; Luke 10: 38-42  

Sat   7/9 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm Giuseppe Masciari 
     by Anita & Gino Masciari 
           

Sun 7/10  8:30am unrequested 
             10:30am unrequested 
   

Mon 7/11  8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
     

Tue  7/12 8:30am Richard Barrett 
   

Wed 7/13 8:30am For the intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
 

Thu 7/14 8:30am Heidi Murray   
    

Fri 7/15 8:30am Melanin Kaminskas 

 

Sat 7/16 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm Father Dennis O’Brien 
         

Sun 7/17 8:30am unrequested 

 10:30am Father Dennis O’Brien 

 

Fifteenth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
July 10, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

In the gospel reading from Luke, for the Fifteenth Sun-
day in Ordinary Time this year, a person described as, 
“a scholar of the law,” asked Jesus, “What must I do 
to inherit eternal Life?” Jesus answered, “What is 
written in the law? How do you read it?” The man 
replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus said, 
“You have answered correctly, do this and you will 
live.” Attempting to justify himself, the man asked 
Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ response was to 
tell him the parable of the “Good Samaritan.” 
 

The parable of the “Good Samaritan” can challenge 
the believer in Jesus to reflect upon one’s personal 
need to embrace Christian charity. The question can 
be asked, do we bring God’s love and mercy to every-
one who is placed in our path? As one attempts to 
answer this question, he or she must be willing to love 
as God has loved us. God does not place conditions 
on His unconditional love for us and neither should 
we. 
 

Again, as we contemplate the parable of the “Good 
Samaritan,” let us remember that the parables are 
Jesus’ stories, and the ultimate manifestation of our 
Lord’s love is the Paschal Mystery: His passion, death 
and resurrection. Since we receive the Sacred Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus at each Holy 
Mass, while remembering the Paschal Mystery 
through the words of the Eucharistic Prayer, follow-
ing the Consecration of the bread and wine into the 
Lord’s Sacred Body and Blood, the regular attend-
ance at Holy Mass is necessary to fully embrace 
Christian charity.  
 

Through prayer, worship, and acts of charity, may we 
continue to bring God into the center of our lives; 
allowing ourselves to accept the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Then, we are on the way to being devoted peo-
ple of God’s love and mercy, thus continuing to pre-
pare ourselves for the Kingdom of Heaven. Be well 
and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

 

All  “You shall love the Lord your God with ALL your heart, with ALL 
your being, with ALL your strength, and with ALL your mind, and 

your neighbor as yourself.”  
 

This is not a lukewarm endeavor. 
 

Jesus is talking about a ‘TOTAL COMMITMENT’ here! 
 

No scraps, No half measures, No excuses. 
 

So, what does a wholehearted love for God look like?  
 

We are to love God with an Exclusive Love. No other 
gods can have our attention. Our hearts must be set 
only on what delights His heart. Our minds must be 

anchored only to His word as the final authority. 
Our souls must be satisfied only with what pleases Him. Our strength must 

be spent on what serves Him alone.  
We are to love God with a Surpassing Love. Our love for God must surpass 
not only our love for other people, but also for the things of this world. A 
surpassing love for God can keep us from trading away an eternity with Him 
for a few short years of pleasure here on earth.  
We are to love God with an Obedient Love. To obey God is to honor Him, 
something we do for the ones we love. This is the secret of loving 
God:  God’s love poured out in our hearts, offered back to Him in loving obe-
dience  
We are to love God with a Persevering Love. Our love for God must endure. 
We must actively engage our minds and hearts to persevere in loving God 
when the rest of the world tells us we are foolish.  

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/how-can-i-love-god-with-all-my-heart-soul-mind-and-strength.html 

Diocese of Worcester 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”   
This was Jesus’ command at the end of the Good Samaritan story.  Did you 
know that the Samaritans and Jews despised each other?  The moral of the 
story is to love our neighbor.  That means loving someone you may not 
know, or someone that looks different than you, or someone that has differ-
ent beliefs than you, or someone that you don’t like.  All without expecting 
anything in return.  

Weekend Mass Collection 
 

 

Sunday Offertory: $860.00 
Monthly: $850.00 
Make up envelopes: $145.00 
Advance envelopes: $80.00 
Maintenance: $145.00 
Yearly: $200.00 
Peter’s Pence: $70.00 
Total Collection: $2,350.00  

 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live. 

J 

U 

L 

Y 

3rd 

Who is my neighbor? 
“Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a 

time, and always start with the person nearest you,” 
Saint Mother Teresa 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

Safe Environment Notice 
Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of Worcester 
policies. If you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee or 
volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

Going Deeper with the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 

Are you giving the Lord leftovers? 
 

July 10, 2010 by Msgr. Charles Pope 
 

To love God with our whole heart, mind, being and strength is a remarkable call that should not 
be taken lightly or reduced to a few ritual tokenary things. The honest truth is that most human 
beings do not love God this way and NO human being apart from grace even stands a chance of 
getting close. The human mind and heart apart from grace have been so wounded as to make 
such a law unattainable. The fact is, not only do human beings (apart form grace) not love God 
with their whole heart, they barely give him leftovers. The usual human approach is to serve myself and the world and then, from 
whatever is left, I’ll throw a few scraps to God. I’ll pray, if I have time left over at the end of my busy worldly day. I’ll read scripture if it 
doesn’t interfere with my watching of the sports event or soap opera. I’ll put money in the collection plate after I pay my mortgage, 
Sears bill, magazine subscriptions and see what is left over. I’ll follow the teachings of God so long as they don’t interfere with my poli-
tics or worldview. So God barely gets leftovers from most people and that includes many who describe themselves as religious. For us 
to think we, by ourselves,  are really going to pull off loving God with our whole heart, mind, being and strength or even come close is 
absurd on the face of it. And we haven’t even considered loving our neighbor yet! Jesus answers the lawyer (probably with his tongue 
firmly planted in his cheek) “Do this and you will live.”   He might as well have told him to leap a tall building in a single bound or to 
define the universe and give three examples. Does the lawyer really have any idea what it means to “do this?!” Surely not, as we see 
next.  
 

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) And now we surely have reached 
the endgame of legalism and trying to be justified by our own flesh power. In effect the Lawyer says, “OK, if I have to love my neighbor 
as myself, let’s keep the meaning of neighbor as minimal and manageable as possible.” In other words if there are too many neighbors 
running around, with the requirement that I love them as myself, I might not be able to pull the thing off. So let’s dumb down and min-
imize what and who is meant by neighbor. This is what the flesh does. It salutes God’s law but doesn’t really take it seriously.  Hence 
the lawyer seeks to quibble over a precise definition of “neighbor” and keep that category as small and minimal as possible.  
 

Jesus doesn’t take the bait and goes on to tell the well known parable of the Good Samaritan. With it he devastates the concept of a 
small manageable notion of neighbor. Neighbor cuts across national, ethnic, religious and political boundaries to encom-
pass…..everyone.  
 

He also sets aside another form of reductionism in the parable, that of religious reductionism. A priest and Levite pass also and refuse 
to help the victim by the roadside. Perhaps they were afraid, perhaps they had concerns about blood which would render them un-
clean and unfit for Temple duties. But whatever their reasons, they also represent the human tendency to think we can buy God off by 
religious observances. If I go to Church, pay my tithes, and say a few prayers I can check off the “God box,” consider myself righteous 
and to have met all my duties. It becomes all too easy to walk past the needy, to walk past injustice, to tolerate evil, to remain silent 
and protect my hide and ego and all the while think God won’t mind because I sat in the pew last Sunday. This is just another form of 
reductionism and the Lord’s parable makes it clear that he is not impressed. We can’t buy God off. We ought to be in Church every 
Sunday, financially support the word of God, pray and so on. There is no excuse for not doing these things. But, they are not the end of 
faith, they are the beginning of faith. If I really sat in the pew last Sunday to any real effect then I cannot walk on past the needy, ig-
nore injustice, tolerate evil or remain silent in the face of error.  
 

Without the healing of grace we are simply too selfish, greedy, egotistical, thin-skinned, resentful, envious, bitter, lustful and revenge-
ful to even come close to loving God and our neighbor the way that is described. We have to stop playing games with God’s Word and 
stop trying to explain it in a way that makes it manageable. God’s word means what it says. And, with our unaided flesh it is impossible 
to fulfill it.  
 

What then are we to do? Seek lots of grace and mercy. This parable is about more than caring for the poor. It is also about the abso-
lute need for grace.  Those who faithfully attend Mass and regularly receive communion worthily, those who confess their sins fre-
quently and fruitfully receive the graces of that sacrament, those who faithfully and thoughtfully meditate on God’s Word, begin to 
experience a transformation that enables them to love. They receive a new heart and a new mind, the heart and mind of Christ. As 
Christ lives in them they see the Shema come alive, they begin to love God above all things and their neighbor as their very self. And it 
is not they who do it. It is Christ who does it in them.  
 

What must I do to inherit eternal life? I must decrease and Christ must increase (Jn 3:30). I must die so that Christ may live in me (Gal 
2:19-20). 

http://blog.adw.org/2010/07/going-deeper-with-the-parable-of-the-good-samaritan 


