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     September 4, 2022 | Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 

 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 

 

Rosary prayed every weekday at 8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 

 

RECONCILIATION 
 

 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 

 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 

 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 

 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 

 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 

 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents seek-
ing baptism of their child. Please contact the 

Rectory.  

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one  
year in advance.  

 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer  

and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 

 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Rectory  

at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall 

“If anyone comes to me without 

hating his father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and 

sisters, and even his own life, 

he cannot be my disciple.” 

 

“Whoever does not carry his  

own cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple.”  

 

 “In the same way, 

anyone of you who does not  

renounce all his possessions 

cannot be my disciple.”  

Lk 14:25-33 

 

Any Questions? 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: September 11, 2022 | 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Ex 32:7-11, 13-14 ; 1 Tm 1:12-17 ; Lk 15:1-32  

Sat   9/3 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested 
           

Sun 9/4  8:30am unrequested 

             10:30am Vic Schuster III 
  by Robert Arello Sr. and family 
     

Mon 9/5  8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
     

Tue  9/6 8:30am Special Intention 
   

Wed 9/7 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
       

Thu 9/8 8:30am Hugh and Dorothy Chalmers  
       

Fri 9/9 8:30am unrequested 
    

Sat 9/10 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm unrequested 
         

Sun 9/11 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am unrequested 

Twenty-Third Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

September 4, 2022 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

In the gospel reading from Luke, for the Twenty-Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time this year, Jesus challenges 
His listeners to renounce their families, their lives and 
their possessions if they wish to be His disciple. The 
Lord continued by saying, “Whoever does not carry 
his own cross and come after me cannot be my disci-
ple.” As one listens to these words of Jesus, may he or 
she reflect upon the necessity of bringing the person of 
Jesus into the center of one’s life.  
 

The reality of carrying and embracing the cross of 
Jesus is very difficult for most believers. However, we 
must personally seek out God in a passionate way. We 
have to pray for the grace to be willing to nourish and 
strengthen our gift of faith. In this way we can begin 
or continue to courageously carry Jesus’ cross with 
all it entails. For most, it is a life-long process that 
involves a constant change of heart away from our-
selves to God.  
 

Again, as we contemplate the opportunity to carry 
Jesus’ cross, we must remember that Jesus did not 
promise an easy life to His followers. To be a commit-
ted Christian, we need to accept our crosses. Let us 
realize that our crosses are only a small share in Je-
sus’ cross, and that the Lord uses our personal suffer-
ing to purify our souls, while bringing souls to salva-
tion.  
 

With much faith, may we understand that we also car-
ry Jesus’ cross when we share God’s love and mercy 
with folks. We have been called by God to love all 
people unconditionally in the way that God loves us.  
 

May we open our hearts to God’s love, being grateful 
for His gifts; and realize that accepting and embrac-
ing Jesus’ cross is the way to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Be well and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Diocese of Worcester 
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his  
possessions cannot be my disciple.”  

 

(Luke 14:33)   
 

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus 
is making an unrealistic demand upon us.  How can 
we renounce all of our possessions?  We need them 
to live.  However, what we must renounce is the be-
lief that they belong to us.  Everything that we have 
belongs to God alone.  All of our resources are en-
trusted to us not only for our own use, but also so 
that we can help others.  Once we renounce the idea 
that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is much 
easier to share the many gifts that God has given 
us.  Then we truly are His Disciples.  

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

A Light Unto My Path 
 

By: Bishop Robert Barron - September 4, 2022 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Certainly one of the strangest and most disturbing sayings 
of Jesus is this:  
 

“If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disci-
ple.” 
 

This from the one who commanded his followers to love even their ene-
mies? This from the one who pronounced from the cross, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do?  
 

How could Jesus possibly encourage his listeners actively to hate those who 
are nearest and dearest to them? This teaching of the Lord, though ar-
resting in the vehemence of its language, is in congruity with one of the 
master themes of the entire Bible: namely, that nothing other than God is 
to be worshiped.  
 

The greatest seduction to which human beings are susceptible - on display 
from the beginning of the race until the present day - is to make something 
that is less than God into God, to consider of highest value that which is not 
actually of highest value.  
 

When we make money or sex or pleasure or power or even our beloved 
spouses and children the summum bonum (the supreme good), we wreak 
havoc both inside and out.  
 

But when we make God the sole object of our worship, all the elements of 
which we are composed - mind, will, passions, body, etc. - fall into harmony 
with one another. And from that inner harmony proceeds a harmony with 
the things and people around us.  
 

Therefore, in the measure that we have made fathers, mothers, sisters, 
brothers, and children absolute, we should hate them. We should break the 
spell they have over us.  
 

But when we love God first, then we will indeed love fathers, mothers, sis-
ters, brothers, and children with a proper love. 

“In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.”  

“Whenever man attempts to do what he 

knows to be the Master’s will, a power will 
be given him equal to the duty.” 

 

- Bishop Fulton Sheen 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

Safe Environment Notice 
Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If 
you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, rel igious, lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are en-
couraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

Weekend Collection  

 

Sunday Offertory: $760.00 
Monthly: $700.00 
Make-up envelopes: $430.00 
Advance envelopes: $170.00              
Maintenance: $100.00 
Feast of the Assumption: $105.00 
Peter’s Pence: $5.00 
Fall Appeal Cath. Schools: $20.00 
Total Collection: $2,290.00  

 

Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 

Here at Prince of Peace Parish 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 
 

‘Beginning in September’ 
 
 

ST. JOAN OF ARC FOOD PANTRY 
 

Food items can be left in the baskets in the Reconciliation 
Room /Cry Room, or in the basket on the Altar.  
Any contribution made is greatly appreciated! 

 

“If you can’t feed a hundred people  
then feed just one” 

 

- Saint Mother Teresa 

Holy Hour to Pray for Priests 
 

Friday, September 9th - 7 to 8pm 
  

On Friday, Sept. 9 from 7 - 8 pm a holy hour to pray for 
priests will take place at Immaculate Conception Church on 

353 Grove St., Worcester. The holy hour consists of time for silent ado-
ration, a short reflection, the rosary, and benediction. Please join us to 
pray for our priests. Repeats every second Friday of the month. 
 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our 
priests. Through them, we experience your presence in the  

sacraments. Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. Amen. 

Our Lady of the Lake, Leominster 
 

Annual Parish Fall Bazaar  
September 9th - 10th 

 

Our Lady of the Lake is holding its annual Par-
ish Bazaar on Friday, Sept. 9 from 5 - 10 pm and Saturday, Sept. 10 
from Noon to 10 pm. Features Christmas Booth, Live Entertainment 
nightly, Kids Alley, Basket Raffles, Multiple Fresh Food Booths, White 
Elephant Booth, and Homemade Pie and Ice Cream.  Located at 1400 
Main St (Rt.13), No. Leominster 

Saint Boniface Church, Lunenburg 
 

Saturday, September 17th 
 

Our Oktoberfest returns this year at Saint 
Boniface Church, 817 Massachusetts Ave., 
Lunenburg on Saturday, Sept. 17 from 10 am-

6 pm. Join us for food and drinks, craft/boutique vendors, Chinese auc-
tion, huge theme baskets, games, and more. Listen to our live, authen-
tic German "oom-pah" band. Look for treasures at our white elephant 
sale. Take a chance on our scratch ticket raffle -- one lucky winner --
 fifty $30 scratch tickets! Free entry. 
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28th 

Liguori.org 

SO WHY PRAY? 
 

 - Thoughts from Bishop Robert Barron - 
 

Even though petitionary prayer - asking God for some-
thing, seems simpler and more basic than contemplation, 
it’s more difficult to make sense of theologically. If God is 
omniscient, what is the point of telling him what you need? 
And if God cannot change, what is the point of asking him 
for anything? 
 

The prayer for the liturgy of St. Monica sheds some light on 
these questions. The text begins as follows: “Lord, you gra-
ciously received the tears of Monica for the conversion of 
her son Augustine.” Mind you, it does not say that the 
tears of Monica moved God to act or compelled him some-
how to change the structure of his providence. But it does 
say that God accepted those tears in coordination with 
granting the grace of conversion to her son, implying that 
God himself was effectively crying through the tears of 
Monica. 
 

God indeed knows everything about everything, so he is 
aware of what we need before we ask; but like a good par-
ent, he delights in receiving our tearful requests—even if, 
like a good parent, he does not always respond the way we 
would like him to. And God, as the unmoved mover, can 
never be changed by our prayer; but through whatever is 
good and right and true in our prayer, God is already pray-
ing through us.  


