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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 
Rosary prayed every weekday at 
8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 
 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 
 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 
 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents 
seeking baptism of their child. Please 
contact the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one 
year in advance.  
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer 
and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Recto-
ry at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish 
Hall 

Website: www.princeofpeacema.org       Email: princeofpeace@verizon.net       Fax: 978-464-0449 

  November 20, 2022 | The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

 

Remembering Dismas, as you too can be with Him in Paradise 
 

catholicstand.com/can-paradise 
 

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says Lord, Lord will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my 
Father” (Mt 7:21); yet the Good Thief, whom tradition has named “Dismas,” says “Lord,” and Jesus promises him 
paradise that very day. “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) Besides acknowledg-
ing Jesus as Lord,  in the short time that he encountered Jesus and died with him on Mount Calvary, how else did 
Dismas do the will of the Father?  
 

Dismas was with Jesus for a few hours—perhaps beginning with Jesus’s arrest, questioning, torture, and Way of 
the Cross, and crucified with Him—and in that short time Dismas must have “done the will of the Father.” 
 

Luke is the only evangelist who recounts the interchange between Jesus and Dismas, perhaps owing to the fact, as 
some tradition holds, that one source for Luke was Jesus’s mother, the Virgin Mary, who was present and would 
have heard Dismas and Jesus.  
 

The exchange between Dismas and the other criminal (who has come to be known as “Gestas”) and the ensuing 
conversation between Dismas and Jesus has a place of prominence in Luke’s passion narrative. Other than those 
who are ridiculing Jesus and abusing him, Luke’s gospel (and also the other three gospels) reports the speech of 
no other person at the foot of the cross, not Mary His mother, not the other Marys, not the apostle John—we 
hear only the words of Dismas. And after the reply to Dismas’s request, Jesus commended His spirit to the Father 
and died. John’s gospel recounts that Jesus said “It is finished” before He expired. Why did God inspire Luke to tell 
us about Dismas? Why was what Dismas said, from the point of view of what is to be in the gospels for all future 
generations, more important than anything else said by anyone at the foot of the cross?  
 

Of equal interest is what God the Father did not do as Jesus was suffering and dying. This Father made His pres-
ence known at the baptism of Jesus when He said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” At the 
transfiguration, as Jesus, His only-begotten Son, presented in glory to some of the apostles, The Father again 
spoke saying, “This is my beloved Son, hear Him.” This is the Father God-almighty, all-powerful, all-loving watch-
ing His Son dying in agony. He could have spoken again and by His word alone end all this. He could have said  to 
His Son, “Enough, one godly tear coursing down your cheek, one drop of divine blood shed and flowing down on 
the earth is sufficient to pay for all the sins of all men of all time.” But nothing like this happened. The heavens did 
not part. Power did not issue forth from the clouds. Lightning bolts did not incinerate all of Jesus’s detractors and 
oppressors. What did happen is the Father infused Dismas with hope and faith and gave Dismas to His Son.  

 

(Continued on page 3 top left) 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, 

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Lk 23:35-43  

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: November 27, 2022 | First Sunday of Advent | Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44  

Sat   11/19 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm All Souls Intentions 
           

Sun 11/20 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am unrequested   
        

Mon 11/21 8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  11/22 8:30am Special Intention 
    

Wed 11/23 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
         

Thu 11/24 8:30am In Thanksgiving to the Holy Blessed Trinity 
     

Fri 11/25 8:30am unrequested 
       

Sat 11/26 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm Robert Marsh 2nd anniversary 
         

Sun 11/27 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am unrequested 
    

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
November 20, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we celebrate the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord the King, may we be joyful and spiritually em-
brace the presence of Jesus Christ among us. Our 
dear Lord and Savior who offered Himself to the Eter-
nal Father for the salvation of humanity is forever our 
King. 
 

In the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the peo-
ple of Colossae for the Solemnity of Christ the King 
this year, describes the unconditional love of the Eter-
nal Father who gives us Jesus as our Savior. He 
wrote, “Brothers and Sisters: Let us give thanks to the 
Father who has made you fit to share in the inher-
itance of the holy ones in light. He delivered us from 
the power of darkness and transferred us to the king-
dom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins.” May these words of St. Paul 
inspire us to be inflamed with the love of Jesus. Jesus 
is our everything. May we be forever grateful to the 
Eternal Father for the precious gift of Jesus.  
 

In the gospel reading from Luke, for the Solemnity this 
year, we listen as the unconditional love of Jesus is 
manifested to the good thief. The verses state that the 
rulers were, “sneering at Jesus who had been cruci-
fied along with two thieves. One of the thieves reviles 
Jesus. However, the other thief rebukes his friend say-
ing, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to 
the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been 
condemned justly, for the sentence we received corre-
sponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing 
criminal.” This man whose name was Dismas, then 
said to the Lord, “Jesus remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Amen, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” This thief 
who has asked to be remembered on that day became 
St. Dismas as he was promised eternal life. May the 
words of Jesus fill us with hope and trust which allows 
us to be faithful sons and daughters of the Eternal 
Father. Be well and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

“Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” 

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Monday, November 21 
 

When Mary was asked to be the mother of the Savior, she was completely free to accept or reject the 
offer. Her response, “Let it be done to me,” was a great act of faith. Because she did not understand 
what was happening, she must have known that there would be difficulties ahead. 
 

She replied yes to the angel's announcement and agreed to become the mother of Jesus, and the 
Church has declared Mary to be the Mother of God. Because she was the first to say yes to the Messi-
ah, the Church has declared her to be the Mother of the Church. 
 

The feast of the presentation of Mary dates back to the 6th century in the East and the 15th century in 
the West. It is based on an ancient tradition that says Mary was taken to the temple in Jerusalem when 
she was 3-years-old and dedicated to God. What we celebrate on this day is the fact that God chose to 
dwell in Mary in a very special way. In response, Mary placed her whole self at the service of God. Eve-
ry moment since your Baptism, God invites you to be open to his grace and dedicate yourself to him, 
as Mary did.               

 www.loyolapress.com 

Prayer to Christ the King 
 

O Lord our God, You alone are the Most Holy King 
and Ruler of all nations. 
We pray to You, Lord, in the great expectation of 
receiving from You, O Divine King, mercy, peace, 
justice and all good things. 
Protect, O Lord our King, our families and the land 
of our birth. 
Guard us we pray Most Faithful One. 
Protect us from our enemies and from Your Just Judgment. 
Forgive us, O Sovereign King, our sins against you. 
Jesus, You are a King of Mercy. 
We have deserved Your Just Judgment 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us. 
We trust in Your Great Mercy. 
O most awe-inspiring King, we bow before You and pray; 
May Your Reign, Your Kingdom, be recognized on earth. Amen. 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the 
guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young 
people approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If 
you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offend-
er is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee 
or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, 
Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 
508-929-4393. 

 

Upcoming Classes - Grades 1-10 

Sun 11/20 9:30 - 10:15am (Circle of Grace) 

Sun 11/27 No Class - Thanksgiving break 

Sun 12/4 9:30 - 10:15am    

 

Prince of Peace  
Christmas Eve Youth Choir 

 

at the 4:00pm Mass 
 

The weeks are flying by and already thoughts are 
turning toward Christmas. A sign up sheet will be 
posted at the back hall of the church for any youth 
that may be interested in singing at 
the 4:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve. 
All voices are welcome. Rehearsal 
schedule to be announced! 
Holy Masses for Christmas Eve are at 

4:00pm and 6:00pm 

Religious Education  
 Bake Sale  

 

December 3rd and 4th 
 

The Jr./Sr. High School students in Religious Ed will 
be holding a bake sale after all of the Masses on De-
cember 3-4 to raise money to support our Haitian 
student. Jemima Clemeus is in college and is in her 
2nd year studying the Nursing Sciences. We wish 
Jemima the very best as she study’s hard to fulfill her 
dream.  

Christmas at Nazareth 
Home for Boys 

Prince of Peace Parish will be collecting 
money for Nazareth Home to purchase gift 
cards for the boys there this Christmas. Do-
nations can be made by cash or check paya-
ble to: (Prince of Peace Parish). When mak-
ing your donation, please place it in an enve-
lope and clearly mark, Nazareth Home on 
the front of it. The donations can be placed 
in the collection baskets in the rear of the 
Church.  

Continued from front cover 
 

It was no accident that  Dismas (and Gestas) were “taken out with Jesus.” 
Dismas experienced, even in a few short hours, the divine love and mercy 
which Jesus shows to everyone. Dismas was there on the Way of the Cross 
to see Jesus’ kindness to those who tortured and tormented Him. Dismas 
saw His gift to Veronica and he saw Jesus, in agony, comforting the weeping 
women of Jerusalem. He heard Jesus seek forgiveness for those shouting for 
His crucifixion, for the leaders and priests urging them on, and for those 
stripping Him and nailing Him to the cross. It took only these few hours in 
the presence of Jesus to change Dismas’ heart. 
 

In hope and faith what did Dismas do besides say “Lord”? In response to the 
mockery of the leaders, the taunts of the soldiers, and the ridicule of the 
other criminal who was being crucified, Luke tells us Dismas “spoke up.” 
Now consider what was going on. Dismas was nailed to a cross, bleeding 
profusely, dying in agony, as was Jesus. Dismas knew he would die. But he 
spoke, probably between labored breaths as he pushed down on the nails in 
his feet to raise his body up so his lungs could take in air, and he spoke, out 
loud, loud enough for those standing around to hear. He had nothing left to 
lose. What else could they have done to him to silence him? But instead of 
cursing Gestas and the soldiers, and condemning the leaders of the people, 
he called out and defended Jesus publicly, saying Jesus has done nothing 
wrong. Scripture tells us that the only other person to deny Jesus’ guilt be-
fore He died was Pontius Pilate himself who declared Jesus not guilty three 
times, in stark contrast to Peter’s three denials. 
 

In faith and hope, Dismas did not say, “If you are God,” or “Hey, speaking 
purely hypothetically if you’ve got all this power.” No, Dismas declaratively 
asserted “Lord.” In saying this, Dismas acknowledged that Jesus does in-
deed have a Kingdom, and he was saying to all those present that this is the 
Lord, “Lord” in terms of the Lord God, King not only of the Jews, but of the 
whole universe. Dismas implicitly admitted that Jesus’ Kingdom is in Heaven 
when he spoke in terms of Jesus entering His Kingdom, because Dismas 
knew, better than anyone else, that Jesus and he were going to soon die. 
And as a subject of this Lord, Dismas did not beg for relief from pain, or to 
be set free, he asked simply that Jesus remember him. Jesus heard Dismas, 
the protoevangelist of the passion, the first proclaimer of the personal reali-
ty of salvation saying: “You are Lord; I have seen them torture you and cru-
cify you, and I have felt all the pain you have felt; and I know, despite the 
dust and the dirt and the spit and the blood, You are, as Pilate has written, a 
King; You will come into your Kingdom; I know this. I believe it. I have faith 
in You. Look, I am hanging here with you and I beg you: Lord!” 
 

What the Father gave Jesus was a prodigal son, a repentant criminal, a liv-
ing/dying embodiment of the “why” of redemption, a real-time, right-there-
on-the-cross, before-your-very-eyes example of a lost sheep who hears His 
voice. It is as if the Father said: “My beloved Son, in Your agony and suffer-
ing, You are shepherding the sheep I have given You. Look, Dismas has been 
changed by Your love, You have sanctified him, and You will redeem him. 
You told me that You would not lose them, You have not lost Dismas, and 
now all of Your sheep will have the chance to follow Dismas into paradise.” 
 

In Dismas, Jesus saw all His sheep. In redeeming Dismas, He saw that re-
demption is complete, His earthly task is done, and that Dismas and all the 
sheep who  come to Him will be saved, that, “It is finished.” “Everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
who is in heaven.” (Mt 10:32). Dismas was the first to do this and the 
Church’s first canonized saint. Finally, in doing the will of the Father, you are 
asked to die with Jesus.  
 

And when you do these things, Jesus will smile at you, embrace you, and 
say, “Truly, you will be with Me in paradise.” 

Due to an early Thanksgiving Day bulletin submission 
to the publisher, the weekend collection for Nov. 

13th will be posted at a later date. Thank you! 


