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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 
Rosary prayed every weekday at 
8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 
 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 
 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 
 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents 
seeking baptism of their child. Please 
contact the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one 
year in advance.  
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer 
and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Recto-
ry at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish 
Hall 

Website: www.princeofpeacema.org       Email: princeofpeace@verizon.net       Fax: 978-464-0449 

  December 4, 2022 | Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception   

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Thursday, December 8
th 

(8:30am and 7:00pm) 

“Repent, 

For the  

kingdom  

of heaven  

is at hand!” 
 

Matthew 
3: 1-12 

Holy and illustrious John the Baptist, chosen friend of Jesus Christ, faithful 

herald of God, welcome forerunner of the Lord, standard-bearer of the  

martyrs, greatest among the sons of men, how can I adequately honor and 

glorify thee? For so great is thy wealth of grace that thy glory outshines 

that of all the saints. Be mindful of me, I beseech thee, and by my prayers 

obtain pardon of the Supreme Judge for my sins. Plant in my heart the seeds 

of virtue, so that, free from sin, I may be worthy to be filled with the grace 

of the Holy Ghost; and when the battle of life is ended may I, by thy help,  

come to the gate of endless bliss. Amen.  

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: December 11, 2022 | Third Sunday of Advent | Is 35:1-6a,10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11  

Sat   12/3 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested 
           

Sun 12/4  8:30am Don and Estelle Gribbons 
  10:30am unrequested   
        

Mon 12/5  8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  12/6 8:30am Nick Galletta 
    

Wed 12/7 8:30am Thanksgiving to God 
         

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
Thu 12/8 8:30am Edward Goguen 
   by Anita and Gino Masciari 
  7:00pm unrequested 
     

Fri 12/9 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
       

Sat 12/10 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm unrequested 
         

Sun 12/11 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am unrequested 

Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

“John the Baptist appeared, preaching 
in the desert of Judea and saying re-
pent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!” This sentence taken from the 
gospel of Matthew for the Second Sunday of Advent 
this year, proclaims the theme of John’s preaching at 
the Jordan River. In a very direct way, this holy man 
who heralded the coming of the Messiah challenged 
the people to repent and change their lives. John the 
Baptist appeared to be a ‘wild man’ but his message 
was profound and authentic.  
 

John told the truth and even challenged the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees. He said to them, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your repent-
ance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God can 
raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even 
now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore, eve-
ry tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” (Matthew 3:7-10) 
 

St. John the Baptist was an extraordinary man. He 
fulfilled admirably the role of proclaiming the coming 
of the Messiah. His humility is shown in his own 
words. He said, “The one coming after me is mightier 
than I. I am not worthy to carry his san-
dals.” (Matthew 3:11) 
 

As we reflect upon the words of John the Baptist in the 
gospel reading from Matthew for the Second Sunday of 
Advent this year, may we be inspired by them. The 
message of John is just as appropriate today as it was 
two thousand years ago. Since Jesus was in their 
midst, the people of John’s day needed to repent. Simi-
larly, all Christians today should embrace an on-going 
process of conversion to God. May we never be satis-
fied with our relationship to God. It needs to grow 
stronger as we encounter the violence, evil, immorali-
ty, anger, hatred, jealousy and lust all around us. With 
the grace of God, may we avoid sin, and be careful not 
to encourage others to sin.  
 

As we continue the Advent Season, may our prepara-
tion to celebrate the nativity fill us with hope. Let us 
proclaim the truth with the love, mercy, compassion 
and tenderness of our Triune God. Be well and be 
safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.  

Purple Advent Candle 

FAITH 

Today is the Second Sunday 
of Advent. The second can-

dle to be lit is also a purple candle. This candle sym-
bolizes faith and the journey of Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem. It calls you out to prepare the way of the 
Lord. 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

December 8th 
 

Mary conceived without sin, pray for us! 
 

"The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 
moment of her conception, by a singular grace and 
privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the mer-
its of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, pre-

served immune from all stain of original sin." 
 

In 1854, Pope Pius IX's solemn declaration, "Ineffabilis Deus," clarified with 
finality the long-held belief of the Church that Mary was conceived free from 
original sin. Mary was granted this extraordinary privilege because of Her 
unique role in history as the Mother of God. That is, she received the gift of 
salvation in Christ from the very moment of her conception. 
 

Even though Mary is unique in all humanity for being born without sin, she is 
held up by the Church as a model for all humanity in Her holiness and Her 
purity in her willingness to accept the Plan of God for her. 
 

Every person is called to recognize and respond to God’s call to their own 
vocation in order to carry out God’s plan for their life and fulfill the mission 
prepared for them since before the beginning of time. Mary’s “Let it be done 
to me according to Thy Word,” in response of the Angel Gabriel’s greeting, is 
the response required of all Christians to God’s Plan. 
 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a time to celebrate the great 
joy of God’s gift to humanity in Mary, and to recognize with greater clarity, 
the truth that each and every human being has been created by God to fulfill 
a particular mission that he and only he can fulfill. 
 

“The word of the Lord came to me thus: "Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I 
appointed you." (Jeremiah 1:5-6)                                      catholicnewsagency.com 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter 
for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of Worcester 
policies. If you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, dea-
con, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the 
matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-
929-4393. 

 

Upcoming Classes - Grades 1-10 

Sun 12/4 9:30 - 10:15am    

Thank 

you  

for  

your 

Support! 

Weekend Collection  - Nov. 20th 

Sunday Offertory: $1183.00 
Monthly: $120.00 
Make up envelopes: $45.00 
Future envelopes: $100.00 
Maintenance: $15.00 
High Energy Cost: $38.00 
Christmas: $5.00 
Christmas Flowers: $100.00 
Nazareth Home: $240.00 
All Saints: $10.00 
All Souls: $20.00 
CCHD: $55.00 
Total Collection: $1,931.00 

Prince of Peace  
Christmas Eve Youth Choir 

 

Rehearsals Announced! 
 

There will be two rehearsals for the Prince 
of Peace Christmas Eve Youth Choir who will 
be singing at the 4:00pm Mass on Saturday, 
December 24. 
 

First Rehearsal: Sunday 12/4 - 11:30am to noon 
 

Second Rehearsal: Sunday 12/11 - 11:30am to noon 
(Both rehearsals will begin right after the 10:30 Mass) 

DAILY MEDITATION: MATTHEW 3:1-12 

The ax lies at the root of the trees.  
(Matthew 3:10) 

 
John the Baptist was enjoying great success in convincing people to re-
spond to his call to repentance. People from all around Israel, and from 
every walk of life, were coming out to be washed clean of their sins and to 
recommit themselves to the law of the Lord. But things didn’t go so 
smoothly when some Pharisees and Sadducees showed up. “Produce 
good fruit as evidence of your repentance,” John challenged them 
(Matthew 3:8). Don’t come just for a washing. Actually change your life. 
 

For John, repentance without change was like cutting off one branch of a 
tree when plenty of other branches are still bearing bad fruit. You need to 
take an “ax” to the entire root system that feeds all the branches 
(Matthew 3:10). You need to ask the Lord to cut away the foundational 
attitudes and root sins that keep feeding all the other sins. 
 

What are these roots? They differ with each person. Maybe they include 
long-standing resentments, positions of pride and self-sufficiency and 
prejudice, selfish desires, or a lack of compassion. Whatever they are, we 
have to trust that as we ask the Lord to cut away these roots, we’ll find 
freedom and a greater ability to change. 
 

God wants to give us a new way of thinking and acting. He wants to re-
place our foolishness with his wisdom. He wants to give us insights into 
his love and all that he can do in our hearts. And he wants to give us 
strength to obey his commands. But we have to come to him and confess 
our need. 
 

At Mass today, you will be invited to cry out, “Lord, have mercy.” But you 
will also ask Jesus, “Only say the word, and my soul shall be healed.” Jesus 
loves to forgive your sins, but he longs to heal your soul—your “roots”—
even more. So welcome him in. Ask his Spirit to keep making you into a 
new creation. 
 

“Come, Lord, teach me to bear fruit in keeping with my repentance.” 
 

“A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” March for Life Registration Information  

Plan now to attend the 50th 
annual March for Life in 
Washington, DC on Friday, 
Jan. 20, 2023! Buses will 
leave from St. Paul’s Cathe-

dral on Thurs., Jan. 19 following the Respect Life Mass 
at 7:30 p.m., and will travel to the Basilica of National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
DC in time for Friday morning Mass followed by the 
March for Life at noon. Buses will return to Worcester 
immediately following the March, arriving back at St. 
Paul’s at approximately 1:00 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
21.  Cost is $130 per seat.  Registration deadline is 
December 15.  Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come-first-served basis. For more details and a registra-
tion form, visit www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-
life or contact the Respect Life Office at 508-929-4311 
or aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org. Can’t attend this 
year but want to help? Consider making a donation 
that will help defray expenses for our students who 
want to attend but might otherwise find it difficult to 
do so. Thank you!  

The Power of Brokenness 

Broken things are precious. We eat broken bread  
because we share in the depth of our Lord and His  
broken life. Broken flowers give perfume. Broken  

incense is used in adoration. A broken ship saved Paul 
and many other passengers on their way to Rome. 

Sometimes the only way the good Lord can get  
into some hearts is to break them.  

- Fulton Sheen 

Advent is the season of vigil. At the quiet heart of the 
busiest time of year, we keep watch in prayer for the 
signs of Christ’s coming to bring us peace, not in the 

past or in the future, but in our everyday world.  

Advent increases 

our hope,  

a hope which 

does not  

disappoint. 

The Lord never 

lets us down. 

- Pope Francis 


