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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 
Rosary prayed every weekday at 
8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 
 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 
 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 
 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents 
seeking baptism of their child. Please 
contact the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one 
year in advance.  
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer 
and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Recto-
ry at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish 
Hall 

Website: www.princeofpeacema.org       Email: princeofpeace@verizon.net       Fax: 978-464-0449 

  December 11, 2022 | Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Prince of Peace Mass Schedule for Christmas 
 

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve - 4:00pm & 6:00pm 
 

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day - 8:30am & 10:30am 

“Are you  

the one  

who  

is  

to come,  

or  

should  

we look  

for  

another?” 

 
Matthew  
11: 2-11 

 

A Night of Talking Beasts 
 

The tradition of an ox and an ass flanking the newborn Christ Child is first 
mentioned in the 6th century. There is text to present the idea that the ox 
and the ass, perceiving that the Christ Child was suffering from the cold, 
warmed Him with the breath of their nostrils, kneeling “with their heads 
placed over the manger.” Another legend relates that when Christ was born, 
the four-legged creatures and other animals awoke and spoke in praise of 
their Creator ‘in their own tongues.” 

 

(Excerpts from: The Magnificat Advent Companion 2022, pgs. 6-7) 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: December 18, 2022 | Fourth Sunday of Advent | Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24  

Sat   12/10 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested 
           

Sun 12/11 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am unrequested   
        

Mon 12/12 8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  12/13 8:30am unrequested 
    

Wed 12/14 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
         

Thu 12/15 8:30am Special Intention 
      
Fri 12/16 8:30am unrequested 
    
Sat 12/17 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm unrequested 
         

Sun 12/18 8:30am unrequested 
  10:30am Steven Desmarais (10th Anniversary) 
   by his wife 

Third Sunday in Advent 
December 11, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we continue to prepare to celebrate 
another Christmas, again may we con-
template within our hearts, “the real 
reason for the season.” 
 

Our time in this world is very short when one consid-
ers salvation history. However, our personal journey 
of faith is our time to prepare one’s soul for the King-
dom of Heaven. The question must be asked, what does 
this mean to us? Would we be ready to meet the Lord if 
He called us to Himself today? What does our person-
al salvation and the salvation of all souls mean to us? 
 

As one reflects upon these questions, let us remember 
that each celebration of Christmas challenges us to 
believe in God’s love for us through the gift of His Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Con-
stantly, may we be willing to embrace the love of God 
within our lives and share God’s love graciously and 
unconditionally with others.  
 

In the second reading from the Letter of St. James for 
the Third Sunday of Advent this year, he writes, “Be 
patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient with it until he receives the 
early and the late rains. You too must be patient. Make 
your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one 
another, that you may not be judged. Behold, the 
Judge is standing before the gates. Take as an example 
of hardship and patience, brothers and sisters, the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 

In a spirit of love and mercy, may we be faithful to the 
message of Jesus. Let us believe and trust in the Lord’s 
sacred presence among us; and be grateful for our 
treasured gift of faith that allows us to respond to Al-
mighty God’s revelation as Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it. Be well and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

Lord, come and save us.  

Pink Advent Candle , JOY 

Today is the Third Sunday of 
Advent. We light the pink can-
dle on this day as it reminds us 
that Jesus’ coming is near as we 
reach the middle point of Ad-

vent. The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gau-
dete Sunday. The Church reminds us through the pink 
candle of Advent that there is an appointed time for 
everything (Eccl. 3:1). The time now is for rejoicing–
because the Lord is coming soon!  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Monday, December 12 

 

The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The feast in honor of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe goes back to the 16th century. 
Chronicles of that period tell us the story. 
 

A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized and given the name Juan 
Diego. He was a 57-year-old widower, and lived in a small village near Mexi-
co City. On Saturday morning December 9, 1531, he was on his way to a 
nearby barrio to attend Mass in honor of Our Lady. 
 

Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he heard beautiful music like 
the warbling of birds. A radiant cloud appeared, and within it stood an Indi-
an maiden dressed like an Aztec princess. The lady spoke to him in his own 
language and sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named Juan de 
Zumarraga. The bishop was to build a chapel in the place where the lady 
appeared. 
 

Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady give him a sign. About this 
same time Juan’s uncle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try to 
avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found Juan, assured him that his uncle 
would recover, and provided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop in his cape 
or tilma. 
 

On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his tilma in the bishop’s pres-
ence, the roses fell to the ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the 
tilma where the roses had been appeared an image of Mary exactly as she 
had appeared at the hill of Tepeyac. 
 

According to a contemporary chronicler, nine million Indians became Catho-
lic in a very short time. In these days when we hear so much about God’s 
preferential option for the poor, Our Lady of Guadalupe cries out to us that 
God’s love for and identification with the poor is an age-old truth that stems 
from the Gospel itself. 
 

 https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/our-lady-of-guadalupe 

 

How to remember … JOY 
 

J - Jesus first, O - Others second, Y- Yourself last 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bish-
ops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay min-
ister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

Thank 

you  

for  

your 

Support! 

Weekend Collection  - Nov. 27th 

Sunday Offertory: $1226.00 
Monthly: $500.00 
Maintenance: $55.00 
Christmas Flowers: $100.00 
Nazareth Home: $234.00 
Total Collection: $2,115.00 

Prince of Peace  
Christmas Eve Youth Choir 

 
 

 

The Youth Choir will be singing  at 
the 4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass on Sat., Dec. 24th. 
 

Final Rehearsal: Sunday 12/11 - 11:30am to 
noon. (Rehearsal will begin right after the 10:30 
Mass) 

 

March for Life Registration  
Information  

Plan now to attend the 50th annual March for 
Life in Washington, DC on Friday, Jan. 20, 
2023! Buses will leave from St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral on Thurs., Jan. 19 following the Respect 
Life Mass at 7:30 p.m., and will travel to 

the Basilica of National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Wash-
ington, DC in time for Friday morning Mass followed by the March for 
Life at noon. Buses will return to Worcester immediately following the 
March, arriving back at St. Paul’s at approximately 1:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 21.  Cost is $130 per seat.  Registration deadline is December 
15.  Registrations will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. For 
more details and a registration form, visit www.worcesterdiocese.org/
respect-life or contact the Respect Life Office at 508-929-4311 
or aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org. Can’t attend this year but want to 
help? Consider making a donation that will 
help defray expenses for our students who 
want to attend but might otherwise find it 
difficult to do so. Thank you!  

Christmas at Nazareth  
Home for Boys 

 

Prince of Peace Parish will be 
collecting money over the 

next couple of weeks for Nazareth Home to 
purchase gift cards for the boys there this 
Christmas. This year there are a total of 25 
boys and 4 day students in residence. Dona-
tions can be made by cash or check payable to: 
(Prince of Peace Parish). When making your 
donation, please place it in an envelope and 
clearly mark, Nazareth Home on the front of it. 
The donations can be placed in the collection 
baskets in the rear of the 
Church.  

 

DAILY MEDITATION: MATTHEW 11:2-11 
 

Are you the one who is to come?  
(Matthew 11:3) 

 

Do you ever have doubts? Everyone does, even John the Baptist. Herod 
had thrown John into prison and kept the threat of execution hanging 
over him. Sitting in that cell, John began to wonder if he had labored for 
nothing. So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus a question: “Are you the 
one who is to come, or should we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3). 
 

Why would John ask such a pointed question? Probably because Jesus’ 
ministry didn’t fit John’s idea of what God’s kingdom should look like. 
Unlike John, Jesus wasn’t a fire-and-brimstone preacher. He seemed 
more concerned with healing sick people than with overthrowing Herod. 
He wasn’t popular with many Jewish leaders either. So doubts about 
Jesus began to creep in. 
 

Rather than rebuking John’s disciples, Jesus described his ministry: the 
sick are healed, the dead are raised, and the poor hear the good news 
(Matthew 11:5). John’s disciples would have recognized these as signs of 
the Messiah foretold by Isaiah (35:6). 
 

Jesus wasn’t put off by John’s doubts. Quite the opposite, he praised 
John as the greatest of all those “born of women” (Matthew 11:11). 
Jesus knew John; he loved him and understood the trial he was endur-
ing. Knowing what John was going through, he treated him with com-
passion. And he will do the same for you. 
 

You may have doubts. Bring them to Jesus. Ask him to help you recall his 
work in your life: when you experienced his forgiveness, knew his love, 
or felt his presence. Let him reassure you that he knows you and loves 
you. Let him strengthen your faith. As Isaiah proclaims in another proph-
ecy, “A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench” (Isaiah 42:3). With his love, Jesus can set your doubts to 
rest and fan your smoldering faith into a blazing fire. 
 

“Jesus, help me to believe in you more and more each day.” 

 

The humble, simple souls, who are little enough to see 
the bigness of God in the littleness of a Babe, are there-
fore the only ones who will ever understand the reason 
of His visitation. He came to this poor earth of ours to 
carry on an exchange; to say to us, as only the Good God 
could say: You give me your humanity, and I will give 
you My Divinity; you give me your time, and I will give 
you My eternity; you give me your broken heart, and I 
will give you love; you give me your nothingness, and I 
will give you My all. 

- Fulton Sheen 

Come to the Crib 
 

Join Annunciation Parish in Gardner for a prayerful re-
flection on the infancy of Jesus led by Fr. Thiago Ibiapina 
on Thursday, Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall at 
Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St., Gardner. 


