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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 
Rosary prayed every weekday at 8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 

 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 
 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 
 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 
 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 
 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 
 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents 
seeking baptism of their child. Please 
contact the Rectory. 
 

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one 
year in advance.  
 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer 
and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 
 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Recto-
ry at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish 
Hall 
 

Website: www.princeofpeacema.org       Email: princeofpeace@verizon.net       Fax: 978-464-0449 

  December 18, 2022 | Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Mass Schedule for Christmas 
 
 

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve - 4:00pm and 6:00pm 
 

 

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day - 8:30am and 10:30am 

Matthew 1: 18-24 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

After nearly 500 years, the tilma bearing the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is still per-
fectly preserved, when it should have decayed.
St. Juan Diego
on display in Mexico for nearly 500 years, but it has not shown any signs of decay.
This reality has
should have decayed only a few short years after it was put on display.
Dr. Aldofo Orozco
Lady of Guadalupe in 2009, as recorded by
All the cloths similar to the Tilma that have been placed in the salty and humid environ-
ment around the Basilica have lasted no more than ten years 
exposed for approximately 116 years without any kind of protection, receiving all the 
infrared and ultraviolet radiation from the tens of thousands of candles near it and ex-
posed to the humid and salty air around the shrine.
Furthermore, the tilma has endured all sorts of mistreatment, such as the accidental 
spilling of a 50% nitric acid solvent
The tilma even survived a
was badly damaged, but not the tilma.
Dr. Orozco said that the preservation of the tilma was simply 
planation.
 

 

Bishop Barron’s thoughts on this weekends Gospel 

“Friends, the Gospel for today presents Matthew’s version of the Incarnation.” 

“The central claim of Christianity—still startling after two thousand years—is that 
God became human. The creator of the cosmos, who transcends any definition or 
concept, took to himself a nature like ours, becoming one of us. Christianity as-
serts that the infinite and the finite met, that the eternal and the temporal em-
braced, that the fashioner of the galaxies and planets became a baby too weak 
even to raise his head. 
 

And to make the humor even more pointed, this incarnation of God was first made 
manifest not in Rome, Athens, or Babylon, not in a great cultural or political capi-
tal, but in Bethlehem of Judea, a tiny outpost in the corner of the Roman Empire. 
 

One might laugh derisively at this joke—as many have over the centuries—but, as 
G.K. Chesterton observed, the heart of even the most skeptical person is changed 
simply for having heard this message.” 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: December 25, 2022 | The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas | Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  

Sat   12/17 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested 
           

Sun 12/18 8:30am Joseph Silvestri 
  10:30am Steven Desmarais (10th Anniversary) 
  by his wife   
        

Mon 12/19 8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  12/20 8:30am Special Intention 
    

Wed 12/21 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
         

Thu 12/22 8:30am Bobby Ovian 
 

Fri 12/23 8:30am unrequested 
    

Christmas Eve 
Sat 12/24 3:00pm Confessions  
  4:00pm Parish and Parishioners of Prince of Peace 
  6:00pm Parish and Parishioners of Prince of Peace 

 

The Nativity of the Lord - Merry Christmas 
         

Sun 12/25 8:30am Parish and Parishioners of Prince of Peace 
  10:30am Parish and Parishioners of Prince of Peace 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 18, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent, let us 
pray to our loving God for perseverance and strength. 
May we always treasure our gift of faith that leads us 
to God. Through prayer, worship, acts of charity, and 
reception of the sacraments, we can develop our faith: 
helping us to believe in the Holy Trinity’s sacred pres-
ence among us. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, 
may we reflect upon the immensity of God’s love, and 
the opportunity we have to accept God’s unconditional 
and self-sacrificing love.  
 

In the gospel reading from Matthew for the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent this year, relates to us the story of St. 
Joseph’s “intention” to divorce Mary quietly after 
finding out that she was with child. When told by, “the 
angel of the Lord,” that Mary had conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Joseph graciously, “took his 
wife into his house.” St. Joseph trusted in the words of 
the angel. He believed with strong faith that God 
would protect them as they helped Jesus to prepare to 
become the Savior of all humanity.  
 

May the Christmas story always inspire us to be grate-
ful to God the Father for the gift of His Son, Jesus, 
who humbly came into this world to save us from our 
sins. Let us continue to make the changes in our lives 
that bring us to God. Like St. Joseph, may we believe 
that God will protect us through, “the rigors of life,” 
that we often encounter. Be well and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  

Purple Advent Candle, Peace 

On the Fourth and final Sun-
day of Advent, the last candle 
is lit, which is purple. This final 
candle is known as the 
“Angel's Candle,” symbolizing 
peace. It reminds us of the 
message of the angles: “Peace 

on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” This week 
is also a time to recollect, to reflect on our 
own Advent journey. This candle also re-
minds us of the importance of peace as the 
true Savior of the world is coming. 

 

The Spiritual Story and Significance  
behind Poinsettias at Christmas 

 
Poinsettias are one of the most popular plants 
during the Christmas season and can often be 
seen filling the sanctuary of churches every-
where. Surprisingly, there is a beautiful story be-
hind this plant that points to a deeper spiritual 
reality. 
 

Poinsettias are native to Central America and are 
a plant that flowers in the winter months. There 
is a legendary Mexican story from the 17th centu-

ry about this plant that connects it to Christmas. 
 

As Christmas drew near a poor Mexican girl was sad because she didn’t have 
anything to give to the baby Jesus. Her cousin tried to cheer her up and en-
couraged her to give even the smallest gift with great love. 
 

Not knowing what to do, the poor girl gathered some weeds along the road-
side and put them in a bouquet. She approached the nativity scene, slightly 
embarrassed, but confident that she was giving Jesus the best that she 
could give. After she placed them in front of the manger the weeds trans-
formed into a beautiful red poinsettia and were later known as “Flowers of 
the Holy Night.” 
 

The star-shaped leaves were explained to represent the Star of Bethlehem 
and the red color was connected to the blood of Jesus’ sacrifice. Franciscan 
friars in Mexico began using the poinsettias in Nativity processions and over 
time the plant was introduced into the United States. Since then it has be-
come a staple of Christmas decorations both in churches and homes. 
 

aleteia.org/2017/12/11/poinsettias-and-their-surprising-spiritual-symbolism 

God can do something with those who see 
what they really are and who know their 

need of cleansing, but can do nothing with 
the man who feels himself worthy. 

 

 - Fulton Sheen 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bish-
ops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay min-
ister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

Thank 

you  

for  

your 

continued 

support! 

Weekend Collection  - Dec. 4, 2022 

Sunday Offertory: $1186.00 
Monthly: $350.00 
Make up envelopes: $45.00 
Advance envelopes: $125.00 
Maintenance: $53.00 
High Energy Costs: $149.00 
Christmas Flowers: $54.00 
Christmas: $20.00 
Immaculate Conception: $30.00 
Solemnity of Mary: $40.00 
Retirement for Religious: $70.00 
Nazareth Home: $170.00 
Total Collection: $2,292.00 

Christmas at Nazareth  
Home for Boys 

 

Final Week! 
 

Prince of Peace Parish will be col-
lecting money during this final week (the Fourth Week of 
Advent) for Nazareth Home, to purchase gift cards for the 
boys there this Christmas. This year there are a total of 
25 boys and 4 day students in residence. Donations can 
be made by cash or check payable to: (Prince of Peace 
Parish). When making your donation, please place it in an 
envelope and clearly mark, ‘Nazareth Home,’ on the front 
of it. The donations can be placed in the collection bas-
kets in the rear of the Church. Thank you to all of those 
who have participated so far. You have 
been a blessing! 

 

A Time To Cleanse 
 

December 7, 2022 
By: Michael Brown @ spiritdaily.com 

 

During Advent, we should be preparing. During the week of the Immac-
ulate Conception, we should cleanse. A clean interior is at peace with 
itself. 
 

Break the broken record of wrong thoughts that circulate in your mind 
like the banner in Times Square. 
 

Only when you do will you find your deepest self. 
 

We must all ask ourselves — our truest selves — questions. 
 

What do we still need to work on? Do we have hidden imperfections — 
not just outright sin (although certainly cleanse those) but traits or hab-
its that should be cast away? Do we have any shred of narcissism? 
Pride? What are our thought processes? How often is it negative? How 
frequently do we think critically of others? How focused are we, in 
thought, word, and deed, on ourselves? 
 

How honest? How true are we? Do we smile outwardly and frown or 
scowl inside? (Work at an internal smile; joy is a hallmark of the Holy 
Spirit). 
 

Do we still have aspects of materialism? Do we yet yearn for more than 
we need, for luxury, even extravagance? Do we still place others who 
have wealth above those who do not? Do we measure people according 
to their cars, homes, money? 
 

If we have wealth, does it make us feel superior? 
 

Do we feel superior about anything (when the Lord requires humility)? 
 

Are we even proud that we are “humble”? 
 

Are we in as much control of our eating and drinking as we should 
be? Do we realize that a key to happiness is (hear this well): discipline? 
 

Questions in search of answers (honest ones), as we seek to purify this 
precious season. Body, mind, and spirit. 
 

The Pope last week gave advice in this regard. 
 

“The style of the enemy – when we speak about the enemy, we speak 
about the devil, because the devil exists, he is there! – his style, we 
know – is to present himself in a devious, masked way: He starts from 
what is most dear to us and then, little by little, reels us in. Evil enters 
secretly, without the person being aware of it. And with time, gentle-
ness becomes hardness.” 
 

To unmask Satan’s devious ways, noted a Catholic news blog, the Pope 
urged an examination of conscience in order to see the “origin and the 
truth of our thoughts; it is an invitation to learn from experiences, from 
what happens to us, so as not to continue to repeat the same errors.” 
 

Added the Pope: “The more we know ourselves, the more we sense 
where the evil spirit enters, his ‘password,’ the entrance to our heart, 
which are the points to which we are most sensitive, so as to pay atten-
tion to them in the future.  

A Big Bake Sale Thank you!  
On behalf of the Religious Education Program and our 
Jr./Sr. High School students, we would like to thank you 
for coming out on the weekend of December 3-4 and 
participating in our fundraiser to help Jemima, our Hai-
tian student recipient. Because of your generosity, we 
are pleased to share that we raised $404.00 to help her 
fulfill her dream in becoming a nurse. Many, many 
thanks for being there in helping to support this event 
and making it a success! 
 

Please note: The upcoming Religious Education Schedule 
for grades 1-10 (Winter/Spring 2023) will be posted in 
the January 1st Bulletin.  

Never forget … 
You are infinitely precious because  

you are loved by God! 


