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  January 1, 2023 | The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 

 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 

 

Rosary prayed every weekday at 8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 

 

RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 

 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 

 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 

 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 

 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 

 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Gerald Gates 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents seek-
ing baptism of their child. Please contact the 

Rectory.  

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one  
year in advance.  

 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer  

and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 

 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Rectory  

at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall 

“Our Lord was born  

not just of her flesh  

but also  

by her consent.”  

Fulton Sheen 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: January 8, 2023 | The Epiphany of the Lord | Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12  

Sat   12/31 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested  
        

Sun 1/1  8:30am William Buckley  
               10:30am unrequested  
        

Mon 1/2  8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  1/3 8:30am Special Intention 
    

Wed 1/4 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
         

Thu 1/5 8:30am unrequested 

Fri 1/6 8:30am unrequested 
    

Sat 1/7 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm Mark Lemoine by Sue & Paul Schmitt 
   

Sun 1/8 8:30am Special Intention 
  10:30am unrequested 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God 
January 1, 2023 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope that everyone had a nice Christmas. To cele-
brate these sacred days with loved ones is very special. 
Let us always be grateful to God for those occasions, 
when we celebrate His love and gather together with 
family and friends.  
 

For those who gave a donation to Nazareth Home and 
a gift card for the Seminarians, I am most grateful. 
Also, many thanks to those folks who continue to con-
tribute financially to the parish. Your effort is most 
appreciated. 
 

Many thanks to Denis and Priscilla Coughlin, to the 
Youth Choir and to the Adult Choir for the beautiful 
music that we experienced on Christmas. Also, many 
thanks to Kevin Laughlin for preparing the Church and 
to Kathy and Bob Packard for the beautiful flower ar-
rangements.  
 

Each year on January 1, the Church celebrates the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. On this day, we 
are encouraged to reflect upon the beautiful role that 
our dear Blessed Mother accepted with Her total be-
ing. Her yes to God through the angel Gabriel should 
resonate within our heart, and inspiration that leads us 
to Jesus. Our Lady’s life was difficult, but She accepted 
God’s will as She treasured Her Son, the Son of God, 
the Savior of the world.  
 

As the Lord was dying on the cross, our Blessed Moth-
er through the apostle John became the mother of all 
humanity. If we open our hearts to the maternal love of 
Holy Mary, this treasured gift from Jesus to us can 
create many spiritual benefits.  
 

As we become our Lady’s, “little children,” through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we can acquire the spir-
itual strength to accept Jesus’ cross as She did. May 
we always reject sin and those indifferent attitudes that 
lead us away from God.   
 

During 2023, as we celebrate and remember the events 
of Jesus’ life during his life on earth, may we be in-
spired to be holy, that way of life that is Christ-like. Be 
well and be safe! Happy New Year to everyone. 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed  

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

May God bless us in his mercy.  

Weekend Collection  - Dec. 18, 2022 

Sunday Offertory: $756.00 
Monthly: $825.00 
Maintenance: $300.00 
Yearly: $1800.00 
Christmas Flowers: $65.00 
Christmas: $102.00 
Retirement for Religious: $150.00 
Nazareth Home: $345.00 
Total Collection: $4,343.00 

Thank 

you 

for  

your 

kind 

support 

Believing in the Good News of Our Faith 
 

Magnificat - December 2022, pg. 295 
By: Mother Elvira 

 

Lately when I hear the Creed prayed or sung, the words of this prayer keep 
on echoing strongly within me, and I feel my soul vibrating deeply. Saying “I 
believe,” my heart finds peace, serenity, and strength in the certainty that 
my life and that of the Community are in safe hands. I believe in God the 
Father; I believe in Jesus Christ; I believe in the Holy Spirit. These are words 
speak the truth of our life, which is faith. In leaning upon Someone and 
trusting in Him, we experience the serenity that is born from the certainty 
of having been eternally desired by the Father who is Creator, constantly 
regenerated and redeemed by the Son who is Savior, and embraced and 
accompanied every day by the Holy Spirit who is Love. In every situation in 
life, we must allow this word to flow from our soul. This word has to be-
come the breath of our heart and the nourishment of our interior life. I be-
lieve in joy; I believe when suffering. I believe when in health; I believe dur-
ing sickness. I believe in moments of light; I believe when in moments of 
darkness. I believe! 
 

“I believe” is a proclamation that has to dwell in our being and to root itself 
in the depths of our heart, in order to be able to go into the whole world, 
because we are the bearers of this message. Faith in God regenerates a new 
story inside us, a beautiful story that opens within us the hope that it is pos-
sible to change. 
 

We, who are constantly turning our gaze to the past, are incapable of break-
ing the chains that bind us to everything that made us suffer and humiliated 
us. However, we experience that by entrusting our yesterday to God’s mer-
cy we can live a different today, always new, a day that is alive with new 
opportunities open to our true freedom. Sometimes we are so lost in our 
thoughts with a heavy burden from our past. Other times we are fearful, 
nervous, or confused. But we are truly nourished just by being there before 
Him, by welcoming Him, living in Him, and entrusting to Him our entire life, 
composed of lights and shadows. 
 

Mother Elvira is the foundress of Comunità Cenacolo, which welcomes the lost  
and desperate in seventy-one houses in twenty countries. 
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people approved by the US Bish-
ops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If you are aware of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minis-
ter, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

Winter 2023 Schedule for Grades 1-10 

January 

Sun 1/22 9:30 - 10:15am  

Sun 1/29 9:30 - 10:15am 

February  

Sun 2/5 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 2/12 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 2/19 No Class (February school vacation) 

Sun 2/26 9:30 - 10:15am 

March 

Sun 3/5 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 3/12 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 3/19 No Class  

Sun 3/27 9:30 - 10:15am 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
 

By: Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Magnificat - January 2023 
 

Saint John Henry Newman maintained that Mary the 
Mother of God is the patroness of theology. We might 
find this a curious designation, since Mary never, as 

far as we know, wrote any learned treatise or any book of formal theolo-
gy. She was not a graduate of a university or a member of a distinguished 
theological faculty. From her Magnificat, we know that she was a careful 
student of the Old Testament, but we have no ground for calling her a 
Scripture scholar in the academic sense of the term. 
 

So why would the remarkably astute Newman so designate her? It was 
because of two beautiful lines from Luke’s nativity account: All who heard 
it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary 
kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. The Mother of God 
took in the revelation that had been given and then sifted it, weighed it, 
thought it through, drew out its implications, savored its sweetness, won-
dered at it, held it in her heart. This is what makes her the theologian par 
excellence.  
 

For theologians don’t just receive the word of God and then pass it on 
like a football; rather, they turn it over and reflect upon it, taking in its 
myriad aspects. Then they communicate what they have seen to other 
lively minds, who perform similar acts of contemplation and rumination. 
It is through this lengthy process of rumination that theological truth, at 
length, emerges in its full richness. Newman said that a true idea is equiv-
alent to the sum total of its possible aspects, and the manifestation of all 
of the dimensions of theological ideas is the work of those who, con-
sciously and rigorously, ponder the truths of revelation in their hearts. 
Hence, Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, who treasured the words of the an-
gels, is the model of all such work. 

Divine Mercy Ministry to Seniors 
 

Volunteers are needed to spread Jesus’ message of  
Divine Mercy to seniors in local nursing homes and as-
sisted living facilities. As a volunteer prayer group lead-
er, you would lead a weekly 30-minute Divine Mercy 
prayer group using a simple prepared model of readings, 
prayers, and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  If you feel 
that the Lord is calling you to this ministry of mercy, 
please contact Mary Higgins at (413) 552-7231 or email 
Mary at DivineMercyMinistryToSeniors@gmail.com to 
receive an digital flyer about the program. 

BUILDING A  
STRONG  

FOUNDATION 
 

“Let the children  

come to me” 

Mathew 19:14 

“By her motherhood, Mary shows us that humility and  
tenderness are not virtues of the weak, but of the strong.” 

Pope Francis 

Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Tuesday, January 3rd 

 

The Name of Jesus is the purest and 
holiest, the noblest and most indul-

gent of names. The Name of all 
blessings and of all virtues.  

It is the Name of the God-man,  
of sanctity itself.  

 

St. Bernard of Clairvoux 
 

The Holy Name is explicitly exalted by Saint Paul: 
“at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 

heaven and on earth, and under the 
earth…” (Philippians 2:10). Jesus reinforces the 
power of His own name in St. John’s Gospel: “If 
you ask the Father anything in my name he will 

give it you” (Jn 16:23).  
 

Son of Mary, may our same tongues that receive 
Your Holy Body and Blood prepare themselves for 
Your visit by saying Your Holy Name with great 

reverence. And may we not refrain from invoking 
that same Holy Name in our daily conversations 

with all whom we meet. 


