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  January 29, 2023 | The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Lord’s Day Masses 
Saturday    …………   4:30pm 
Sunday  …… 8:30 & 10:30am 

 

Daily Masses 
Monday – Friday …..   8:30am 

 

Rosary prayed every weekday at 8:00am 
 

Holy Days/Feast Days 
8:30am & 7:00pm 

 

RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Saturday at 3:30pm (In the church)  
or by appointment 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Wednesday:  9am - 2pm 
 

STAFF 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. H. Edward Chalmers 

 

Business Manager 
Bill Lawton 

 

Religious Ed Coordinator 
Sharon Bushway 

 

Secretary 
Deborah Harding 

 

Musicians 
Denis and Priscilla Coughlin 

 

Finance Council Chairperson 
Joseph Forkey 

 

SACRAMENTS / OTHER 
 

Baptism 

Instruction is required for all parents seek-
ing baptism of their child. Please contact the 

Rectory.  

Marriage 

Please contact the Rectory at least one  
year in advance.  

 

Care of the Sick 

Please advise us of parishioners who are 
sick so that we may keep them in prayer  

and bring the Eucharist to those who  
cannot attend Mass. 

 

Confidential Prayer Line 

To add intentions please call Ellen  
Calamari at 978-660-3818 or the Rectory  

at 978-464-2871.  
 

Adult Bible Study  

Please contact the Rectory for schedule 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 

Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall 

the 
Beatitudes 

http://www.princeofpeacema.org
mailto:princeofpeace@verizon.net


NEXT WEEK: February 5, 2023 | Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Is 58:7-10; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16  

Sat   1/28 3:30pm Confessions 
   4:30pm unrequested  
        

Sun 1/29  8:30am Sean O’Reilly by the Schmitt Family 
                10:30am unrequested    
    

Mon 1/30  8:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tue  1/31 8:30am unrequested  
    

Wed 2/1 8:30am Intentions of our Prayer Line 
   and Prayer Intention Book 
         

Thu 2/2 8:30am Special Intention 

 

Fri 2/3 8:30am The Rehrauer Family 
    

Sat 2/4 3:30pm Confessions  
  4:30pm unrequested 
   

Sun 2/5 8:30am Special Intention   
  10:30am Prince of Peace Parish and its Parishioners 

 

Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

January 29, 2023 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

In the gospel reading from 
Matthew, for the Fourth 
Sunday in Ordinary time this year, Jesus begins the 
Sermon on the Mount by teaching the beatitudes to His 
disciples and the large crowd assembled. The Lord 
spoke about the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the 
meek, those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, 
the merciful, the clean of heart and the peacemakers. 
The Lord also blessed, “those who are persecuted for 
the sake of righteousness,” and said, “Blessed are you 
when they insult you, and persecute you, and utter eve-
ry kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Re-
joice and be glad for your reward will be great in 
heaven.” 
 

For those listening to Jesus, this sort of teaching was 
new to them. Although many were poor themselves, 
they were impressed with the rich, the powerful, and 
the famous. It would seem that many of the folks were 
not particularly interested in caring for those spoken 
about by Jesus in the beatitudes. However, Jesus’ fol-
lowers would grow in faith, and through the grace of 
God they would become servants of the love of Jesus. 
These people called Christians would change the world 
in a positive way by embracing the ideals found in the 
beatitudes. 
 

During these days, may we be humble servants of our 
dear and loving God. The beatitudes are not some mis-
placed ideals from a former age. Embracing the beati-
tudes can help us to be faithful to God. In this process, 
we can continue to spiritually prepare our souls for 
God while becoming fully committed to Him. Be well 
and be safe! 
 

God’s love and prayers always, 
Fr. Ed 

Diocese of Worcester 
 

January 29, 2023 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the  
kingdom of heaven.” (MATTHEW 5:3)   

The phrase “poor in spirit” can be confusing. Think of it in this sense – poor 
in spirt means depending on God’s providence and not depending on our 
own self-reliance. Being detached from earthy things (power, money, and 
comfort) and being attached to heavenly things (charity, sacrifice, and mer-
cy). Denying ourselves from satisfying our desires and helping others obtain 
their basic needs. 

Please pray to end 
Abortion  

and Infanticide 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!  

This Week in the Catholic Church 

Rosary and Mass on Feast of the Presentation in Worcester 

Please join us to celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord and Can-
dlemas at Our Lady of the Angels Church, Worcester on Thurs., Feb. 2. We 
will begin by praying the Flame of Love Rosary at 6:30 pm and Holy Mass at 
7 pm. The formal devotion of the “Passing of the Flame of Love” will be ob-
served. All are welcome. 

Winter 2023 Schedule  

for Grades 1-10 
 

January 

Sun 1/29 9:30 - 10:15am 

February  

Sun 2/5 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 2/12 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 2/19 No Class (February school vacation) 

Sun 2/26 9:30 - 10:15am 

March 

Sun 3/5 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 3/12 9:30 - 10:15am 

Sun 3/19 No Class  

Sun 3/27 9:30 - 10:15am 

BUILDING A  
STRONG  

FOUNDATION 
 

“Let the children  

come to me” 

*Offertory Collection for January 22nd will  

be posted next weekend. Thank you! 

Saint John Bosco - Tuesday, January 31st 
 

“Trust all things to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament - and to 
Mary, help of Christians, and you will see what miracles are.” 

Feast of Saint Blaise - Friday, February 3rd 
 

“Through the intercession of St. Blaise, may God deliver you 
from every disease of the throat and from every other illness.” 

 

The Presentation of the Lord - Thurs. Feb. 2nd 
 

“Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 
this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel.” 



Special Highlights  |  Religious Education  |  Offertory Update  |  Upcoming Events 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT NOTICE: Prince of Peace Parish follows the guide-
lines of the national charter for the protection of children and young people 
approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of Worcester policies. If you are aware 
of an incident of sexual  misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, dea-
con, candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are 
encouraged to report the matter to Judith Audette, Director of the Office for 
Healing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at 508-929-4393. 

How Our Faith Matures Through the Storms 
By: FR. NNAMDI MONEME, OMV  

 
What are our usual responses to the trials and storms of our lives? We try 
to avoid them as much as possible and then we try to survive them when 
they are inevitable. We hardly ask the question that every Christian 
ought to ask when facing storms of life: “How is this storm affecting my 
faith in Christ?” 
 

St. Peter had some memorable experiences in the storm at sea as narrat-
ed in Mt 14:22-33. He almost had his boat overturned by waves and then 
he almost sank in the sea as he tried to walk on water. The experience of 
this storm eventually impacted his faith in Christ, as well as those of his 
colleagues, “Those who were in the boat did Him (Jesus) homage, saying, 
‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’” They no longer saw Jesus as a ghost as 
they did before but they began to sense the presence of divinity in Him 
through this experience of the storm at sea. 
 

Our faith in Christ too matures in and through the storms of life. But this 
maturation of our faith through the trials of life is not automatic. Our 
faith in Christ does not mature just by experiencing trials. We must also 
share in Peter’s Christ-centered dispositions if our faith is going to ma-
ture through the storms of life. We find these dispositions in Peter’s 
words to Jesus in the middle of the storm, “Lord, if is it you, command 
me to come to you on the water.” 
 

The first disposition is one that says, “In the storms of my life, I resolve 
to still obey Christ and to do His will and not my will.” St. Peter does not 
step out of that boat without first hearing the command of Jesus to do 
so, “Command me.” He steps out only in obedience to the invitation of 
Jesus to him, “Come.” 
 

Our faith in Christ matures when we are ready to sacrifice our own self-
will and listen to Him speaking to us in the storms of our lives. The fact 
that Peter heard the voice of Jesus over the raging winds and waves 
shows us that the voice of Jesus is obviously louder than the sound of the 
winds and waves of life’s storms. But we hardly listen to Him when we 
face storms. We only listen to ourselves, our own desires, and what we 
think will lead to our sense of wellness. 
 

The second disposition says, “In the storms of my life, I resolve to draw 
closer to Christ who is coming to me.” Peter’s walk on water was not di-
rectionless or to show off to others. He definitely was not looking for a 
perfect selfie shot of himself walking on the sea! His steps were directed 
towards Jesus in that storm, “Command me to come to you.” 
 

Our faith in Christ matures too when we do not allow the storms of life to 
separate us from Him. We believe that “nothing can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus.” (Rom 8:39) We seek for Him in these storms, 
refusing to doubt His loving presence with us or the wisdom of His plan. 
We repent of our sins and spend more time in silent prayer with Him, all 
in a bid to draw ever closer to Him and to be more united to Him in the 
storms of life. 
 

The third disposition says, “In the storms of my life, I resolve to do what 
Christ did.” Peter asked to do the very same thing that Jesus did – walk 
on water. We mature in our faith in and through storms when we too 
strive to imitate the sentiments and actions of Christ towards His Father 
and towards us. We embrace our baptismal vocation to be Christ in the 
world today, loving, forgiving, serving, praying, telling the difficult truth, 
witnessing faithfully, humbling and denying self, etc., just like Christ did. 
How do we deal with those sinking or drowning feelings in the storms of 
our lives? Peter’s experience shows us the closeness of Christ in the 
storm and assures that He will not allow the storms to consume us.  

His saving hand is always extended out to us, “Near in-
deed is His salvation to those who fear Him.” (Ps 85:9) 
We mature in our faith when we experience that loving 
presence of His and His saving love in the stormy times. 
 

Contrary to what we may feel or think, God does not 
abandon us but draws close to us in the storms of our 
lives. He drew close to the discouraged and frightened 
Prophet Elijah who was facing a storm in his life as he 
fled from the murderous Jezebel. God came to him in 
silence, strengthened his hope, and renewed his sense 
of vocation. Even Job showed this maturation of faith in 
God through his painful ordeal as he attested at the very 
end, “By hearsay I heard of you, but now my eye has 
seen you.” (Job 42:5) 
 

In Jesus Christ, God is not only with us all the time but 
God comes to us always in the storms of our lives, walk-
ing on the waters. He calls us out of our boats, i.e. our 
areas of comfort, security, and familiarity. He beckons 
on us to come towards Him in these storms because He 
wants our faith to mature. He remains the “author and 
perfecter of our faith,” (Heb 12:2) the one who gives us 
faith and the one who also matures our faith in Him as 
we experience His saving love in the storms of life. 
 

Jesus assured us that this life is one of endless storms, 
storms that He has already overcome, “In the world you 
will have tribulations, but take courage, I have con-
quered the world.” (Jn 16:33) St. John reminds us: “The 
victory that conquers the world is our faith.”(1Jn 5:4) 
That is why God desires that we too mature in faith 
through these storms. We have no chance in this tumul-
tuous world when we have only a stunted or childish 
faith in Christ, a faith that reduces Him to only pre-
venting and delivering us from the storms of life. 
 

It is our faith in Christ, and not our masks, face shields, 
social distancing, and lockdowns that would conquer the 
storm of Covid-19. It is our faith in Christ that will con-
quer the storm of financial, doctrinal, and sexual scan-
dals plaguing the Church today. It is our faith in Christ 
that conquers the many violent persecutions of Chris-
tians around the world and the wanton destruction of 
Churches and statues of saints. It is our faith that will 
triumph over all the defections and betrayals in the 
Church today. Our faith in Christ blossoms only when 
these storms are faced with the right disposition of be-
ing resolutely obedient to God’s will, being united with 
Him, and doing what Christ did. 
 

If we maintain these Christ-centered dispositions in the 
face of all life’s storms, we shall experience the saving 
love of God in these storms and our faith will mature to 
the point that Jesus is no longer a ghost to us but He 
becomes so real that we too cry out to Him, “Truly, you 
are the Son of God.” 

catholicexchange.com/how-our-faith-matures-through-the-storms 


