
A BELOVED TEACHER REMEMBERED 
 The philosopher Plato said music gives gaiety to life, to everything. It is no wonder 
then, that the SFX community felt such sadness at the loss of music teacher Carrie Morgan. 
Her melodic presence worked its way through every grade and every school event marked 
by music and song. 
 No one hears the missing music more than Mrs. Morgan’s husband, Doug, who has 
graciously stepped in to complete her duties for the year. Doug met Carrie forty years ago 
at Immaculata University (then Immaculata College). They became immediate friends-
-talked, hung out, helped each other. Doug recognized that Carrie was gorgeous, smart 
and creative. They soon married. The mutual appreciation of their initial friendship never 
diminished over the years.
 As a musician himself, Doug understands what her loss meant for the school. Good 
musicians, he notes, are not necessarily good teachers. Carrie had not just mastery of her 
subject, but also a creativity hat, together with her musical skill, made her one of a kind.
And what a loss for Doug, no longer able to share the music, the planning, the stories with 
her. She was nineteen when they met. They were so connected in their routines that they would think alike. They knew each 
other from the inside-out in an ideal combination of love and understanding. They raised three sons, and her grandson was the 
love of her life.
 Carrie taught general music to all the grades and conducted the choir. She had a beautiful voice. She also gave piano lessons. 
Both she and Doug came to SFX seventeen years ago, working three days a week. She loved the school, as it gave her a great 
opportunity to use her talents. Carrie prepared and directed many musical events for SFX. She had a gift for staging musical 
programs with a theme. That took a huge amount of time and effort but the rewards were so worth it, and the many programs 
on the back wall of the music room can attest.
 For Doug the sadness lingers. He keeps the music going at school, but he still has to deal with the vast personal loss, the many 
legal issues, and the endeavor to keep his family whole. It is a work in progress, he says. You understand as you go along.
 Carrie’s sister set up a scholarship fund in her name through Go Fund Me.  Relatives, friends and anonymous donors have 

contributed generously to the Carrie Morgan Music Scholarship. 
On May 19th, the school gave a musical tribute to Mrs. Morgan 
with the choir and many students performing. Some students 
shared what their teacher meant to them. On that occasion, 
Doug presented the school a check for $12,000 collected from 
the scholarship fund bearing her name.
 Students recognized Mrs. Morgan for the respect she 
showed all, her talent, and her ability to understand kids. One 
colleague tellingly remembered Carrie as a very forgiving person. 
Forgiveness has a power that touches the soul and remains. Music 
has a similar effect. Going forward, we remember Carrie Morgan 
in the echoes of the music.
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 On April 25, 2017, the Saint Francis Xavier School Fund (SFXSF) annual giving campaign for year 
2017 was formally begun.  Since its establishment twenty-three years ago, the SFXSF has been of sig-
nificant help in promoting the mission of Catholic Education: providing faith based, quality academic 
education to the children here at Saint Francis Xavier School. Since SFXSF was launched this year the 
record of donations has been encouraging.  By June 1, the total amount donated to this year’s campaign 
reached $24,295.

 In accordance with our normal practice the annual campaign will run through September 30. We 
will thank all donors by name in our autumn newsletter. The names of donors of $250 or more will  ap-
pear on the SFXSF 2017 Roll of Honor which will be printed in that newsletter. 

 Every donation, regardless of amount, demonstrates to others commitment to the ministry of 
Catholic Education. 

Our thanks are extended to all for your faithful support!

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     detach here *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

SFXSF 2017
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL FUND

Enclosed is my contribution to the 2017 SFXSF Annual Appeal.

$25_______   $50_______ $100_______  (other)________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________Class Year _____________________________

Please make checks payable to:  SFXSF 2017

Saint Francis Xavier Parish House * 2319 Green Street * Philadelphia, PA 19130

SFXSF 2017



ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL DECLARES WAR
 There is no such thing as a good war but this, perhaps, was an acceptable exception: the Penny War! The battle lines were 
drawn during Catholic Schools Week. Each class had a bucket. The objective? Fill the bucket with pen-
nies. Only pennies. Silver coins would add to the monetary total, but take away from the points, and 
getting the most points was the way to win.
 The war zone heated up during the week as the buckets filled. Brave souls crossed enemy 
lines to deposit nickels and dimes in other classes’ buckets, thus lowering their points. Return 
fire drew devastating quarters from deep pockets to lower even more points.
 When the smoke cleared that Friday the victor emerged: the eighth grade had the 

most points! But wait: a protest 
was lodged by the sixth grade, 
who collected the most money. 
Eventually a truce was declared when all admitted that the true win-
ner of the Penny War was the Little Sisters of the Poor, to whom the 
loot was donated. Thanks to the week-long battle of the coins, SFX 
students raised $859.16 for the Sisters!
 The plunder, about half of which was in pennies (that’s $429.58 
or 42,958 pennies), had to be counted and rolled. Even with the help 
of the seventh and eighth grades, it took days to prepare the take.
 Now the war is over. Once again, thank God, peace reigns upon 
the land. Until next year, the students are hoping.

AWARD WINNING SCIENCE PROJECTS

SWEET SACRAMENTS
 With spring comes rebirth, new growth, and first-time sacraments for the younger students. This March, fifteen 
second graders from the school and six from CCD received First Penance. In the Liturgy of the Word, the young peni-
tents focused on the Gospel of the Good Shepherd--one of the most beautiful and loving images of reconciliation in the 
Bible.
 A total of nineteen third graders received First Communion in April. Preparation began nine days in advance with 
a Novena of daily reading and reflection. The Monday night before, parents and students came for “Pizza and Penance,” 
to experience the spiritual preparation together.
 Students spent Friday before the big day on retreat. The morning began with Mass followed by lots of activities: 
a movie, crafts, and a mini-pilgrimage to the Convent of Divine Love up the street. Students sat in silent prayer and 
contemplation--an experience rarely encountered in the course of most days.
 Finally the awaited day came. The Sunday the children first received was a beautiful day, inside and out.

 Not one, not two, but three awards for First Place, and 
another three Honorable Mentions! What a coup for the sev-
enth and eighth grade students who participated in the 2017 
George Washington Carver Science Fair. The hard work really 
paid off better than anyone expected.
 First Place winners Mya Sulimay and Olivia Zimmerman 
worked together on a project testing the “Mandela Effect,” a cu-
rious circumstance where a large number of people can remem-
ber a fact, phrase or incident the same way--but they all happen 
to be wrong when you check the facts. The name comes from 
South African President Nelson Mandela, whose countrymen 
thought he had died in prison, and who were shocked when he 
was released after 27 years.
 These seventh graders experimented on their subjects with several opportunities for recall. Many of us will remember one 
well known example from Snow White: “Mirror, mirror on the wall…” except we misremember, because what the Evil Queen 
does say in the movie is, “Magic Mirror on the wall.”  The girls provided several other examples of this phenomenon.
The big lesson learned: it may not hurt to be less than certain of what you think is right. All of us occasionally remember incor-
rectly. So say Mya and Olivia from their research.
 Speaking of mirrors, seventh grader Mya Flemming used them in her First Place project to demonstrate how changing an 
angle will change your perception. She glued two mirrors together at various angles and noted the patterns and reflections. As 
the angle decreased, the number of reflections increased.
 Mya worked on her observations for a month. She hopes to be a pediatrician someday and she feels that working on this 
project has helped her to understand that people can see things differently.
 Eighth grader Yaneana Leedie won First Place for a project comparing the senses of taste and smell. She confirmed it: the 
nose knows. Yaneana was able to demonstrate that, for most people, the sense of smell is by far the more influential of the two 
senses.
 Have you ever wondered about the effectiveness of those whitening toothpastes? Zoe Kelly got Honorable Mention for a 
detailed testing of three popular brands of whitener to see if they really work, and which is better. Tip from Zoe: go for the Crest.
Zoe’s fellow eighth grader, Bernadette Mooney, also earned Honorable Mention for testing the “placebo effect.”  She concluded, 
placebos may work with pills, but maybe not so much as a purely verbal power of suggestion. 
In addition to their Honorable Mentions, both Zoe and Bernadette also received the PhACT Critical Thinking Award for these 
same projects.
 Congratulations to their dedicated teachers--Mrs. Theresa O’Brien seventh grade, and Mrs. Margaret Deviney eighth grade-
-for their steady guidance and encouragement of these fine efforts. The entire SFX School community is proud of the super 
scientific results.


