
 Flowers are happy things, and so are the people who grow them, especially 
at St. Francis Xavier School. Th e Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) 
off ered SFX a challenge to grow a particular plant, Alsobia “Cygnet,” in time for 
display in the Philadelphia Flower Show in March.
 Commonly known as Lace Flower Vine, this was a very delicate, some might 
say persnickety, plant with very specifi c needs. Like an African Violet, it had to 
be watered from the bottom--no water on the leaves: no overfeeding; not too 
much light; just the right amount and right kind of fertilizer. Students also had 
to take care of the little fella over the Christmas holiday.
 Of course not everyone has a green thumb, but everyone took pride in and 
cared about the class’s botanical venture. Th ey made excellent use of a “Grow Lab” 
donated by PHS several years ago. Boys and girls learned about germination, 
sprouting, shoots, vines and nutrients. Th e exciting part was taking the product 

of the textbook learning to the Flower Show.
 Creating optimal conditions in the dead of winter, the students carefully nurtured their pet plant and got it to the 
show. Five groups of students exhibited, and they came home with fi ve awards: one First Place, three Second Place, and one 
Honorable Mention. Th e students were green with happiness.
 Th e plant would have been easy to kill with over-fertilization. It had to be turned regularly to keep the growth even. 
Seems like a simple exercise, but it took dedication and team eff ort to keep the plant thriving.
 Th e students were excited to see their entry at the Show. Th ey quickly realized that their plants looked better than the 
other entries. Th ey rightly felt great pride in their accomplishment. For many students, it was their fi rst time ever nurturing 
a plant.
 And what an experience to be a participant in, as well as an observer of, the magnifi cence of the Flower Show--one 
that people come from all over to see.
 Seventh grader Cynthia Flores, who spoke for many, said she loved the entire project and feels inspired to do more. 
And yes, that is her real name.

St. Francis Xavier School
Alumni & Friends Association News

  Newsletter: Volume 25, Issue 4, Summer 2017

24th and Wallace Streets * Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19130 (215) 763-6564 * www.sfxschool.com
Mary Ann Tancredi, Writer   |   Dolores M. Butler, Principal, Editor-In-Chief

A BLOOMING SUCCESS

 On April 25, 2017, the Saint Francis Xavier School Fund (SFXSF) annual giving campaign for 
year 2017 was formally begun.  Since its establishment twenty-three years ago, the SFXSF has been of 
signifi cant help in promoting the mission of Catholic Education: providing faith based, quality aca-
demic education to the children here at Saint Francis Xavier School. Since SFXSF was launched this 
year the record of donations has been encouraging.  By July 11th, the total amount donated to this 
year’s campaign reached $30,570.00.

 In accordance with our normal practice the annual campaign will run through September 30. 
We will thank all donors by name in our autumn newsletter. Th e names of donors of $250 or more will 
appear on the SFXSF 2017 Roll of Honor which will be printed in that newsletter. 

 Every donation, regardless of amount, demonstrates to others a commitment to the ministry of 
Catholic Education. 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     detach here *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
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SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL FUND

Enclosed is my contribution to the 2017 SFXSF Annual Appeal.

$25_______   $50_______ $100_______  (other)________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________Class Year _____________________________

Please make checks payable to:  SFXSF 2017

Saint Francis Xavier Parish House * 2319 Green Street * Philadelphia, PA 19130

SFXSF 2017SFXSF 2017

CONGRATS 
CLASS 

OF 2017!



FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS: MOTHERS AND SONS
 Th ough the girls deliberated seriously over what to wear on their night out with Dad, they were ultimately quite 
pleased with the fashion choices, especially second grader Hazel, who wore a dress her grandmother gave her.
 Th e girls ate delicious treats, played with friends, and most important -- danced with Dad. One Dad had his work cut 
out for him, having three daughters to escort! Not to worry, as the girls took care of it for him: Stella (fi rst grade) stood on 
his toes, while Hazel (second grade) and Coco (Pre-K) formed a circle with him. It worked fi ne. Dad was happy.
 Th e boys for their dance did not seem to have the same issues as the girls in deciding what to wear. Th ank goodness 
for Moms. Some boys were reluctant to go, but they admitted they had fun playing, eating and being with their friends and 
their moms.
 Th e young people had the opportunity to go on stage and tell what their mothers did for them and why they loved 
them. Antell in third grade said his mom gets up at 6:30 every day to take him to school.
 Aiden, also third grade, said he was too scared to go on stage. If he did go up, however, he would have said, “I love you, 
Mom! Th ank you for all you do for me!”
 Who knows? Bet all the students at the dance were thinking the same thing.

PATRICK WARD: THE GOOD-WILL ALUM

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

 It is a wonderful time of year, when school is winding down, 
lessons have been completed and summer is around the corner. 
Students at SFX celebrated with a day of fun and games at the 
baseball fi eld. All the classes joined in lively play, ate cool water ice 
on the warm day, and shared pretzels: Catherine and Mickey in 
Pre-K thought it was near heaven.
 Th e grades were divided into two teams: the Blue and the 
Gold. (First grader Claire confi ded it was really more yellow than 
gold. She fi gured they couldn’t fi nd gold.) Among the activities, 
kids played Tug of War; Th row the Chicken (not a real one); What 
Time Is It, Mr. Fox; had a potato sack race and also a hula hoop 
contest.
 Th e Blue team won overall, earning various prizes. An award 
for Best Sportsmanship was given to a student in each grade.
 Students celebrated the day on the fi eld when not in a game. 
Th ey had plenty of fruit, ice tea and lemonade; they played with 
friends and ran like the wind. With the sun shining and teachers 
and parents watching, they all had a winner of a day.

 Newer Fairmount residents may have heard the name though they didn’t know him personally, but every long-
time resident of a certain age knew Patrick “Patty” Ward, SFX Class of ‘62. He was just that kind of a guy. He would 
say hello to everyone by name. And everyone said hello to him.
 Like many other young men from the neighborhood, Patty entered the military in 1966 and served in the 
Vietnam War. Of all who served from SFX and Fairmount, Patrick was the only one who paid the ultimate price: 
yet that, heroic beyond words, is not the only thing that made him special. Th ere was something about Patty that 
everyone who knew him felt.
 As a young boy, Patty sustained a hip injury that had him in a body cast for months, and then in braces with 
crutches for years. Th e last person to feel sorry for himself, Patty was a champion in illness. Even on crutches, he was 
so fast you had to run to keep up. Eventually, his injury healed completely.
 Patty played football at SFX. When he was in eighth grade, the school took the CYO Division Championship. 
He also devoutly served as an altar boy. He went on to play football at Roman Catholic High School and made the 
All-Catholic team. He was voted Most Popular in his senior class.
 George Ginder, Commander of our local VFW Post, was a classmate and close friend of Patty’s. Th ey were 
buddies who played football and cards, and rode to high school together. One morning Patty showed up early at 
George’s house for a ride. George’s mother invited him in for some bacon and eggs before going off  to school. Patrick 
frequently showed up early aft er that.
 A fellow veteran, George thinks growing up in Fairmount gave those guys an advantage in the war: “You kinda 
knew when to charge and when to duck.” Dozens of young men served, but only Patrick didn’t come home.
 On his last mission in 1968, Patrick volunteered to assist fellow soldiers who had been ambushed. It was bad 
weather and the enemy anticipated the rescue. Th e helicopter he was in was shot down; he was Missing in Action. Aft er 
a few days when more troops entered the area, his designation was changed to Killed in Action. He was posthumously 
awarded the Silver Star for his bravery and sacrifi ce for his country and his fellow soldiers.
 Fran Meiers, SFX Class of ‘63, called Patrick “Mr. Personality.” He was a regular neighborhood guy who worked 
at Beato’s Pizza and the local Baldwin Locomotive factory. Fran says Patrick took an interest in an orphanage while in 
Vietnam and solicited from back home to help the children there.
 Th e same year Patrick died, Bill Phillips of Phillips Funeral Home, a retired lieutenant colonel, worked to have a 
park at 24th and Aspen Streets dedicated to honor Patrick. Ward Park was the fi rst in the city dedicated to a Vietnam 
veteran.
 Recently, neighborhood friends who knew him wanted to do 
something more. In May of this year, in a heartfelt ceremony presided over 
by City Council President Darrell Clarke, the 2600 block of Swain Street 
was dedicated “Patty Ward Way.” Th is was the street he grew up on. No 
one on the block objected; many there remembered him. For those who 
didn’t know him, George says it’s good for the younger generation to know 
who he was and what he did. Aft er all these years, Patrick Ward is still a 
hero and the good-will ambassador of Fairmount.
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