
ST. ELIZABETH - ST. BRIGID PARISH  
December 16, 2019 – December 22, 2019          3rd Sunday of Advent 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 

(†) Deceased   (L) Living 
Monday, December 16 ~  
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Rosary for Vocations 
9:00 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Gen Russo Family † 
Tuesday, December 17 ~  
8:30 AM (St. Brigid) Rosary 
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Cameron Calabrese † 
Wednesday, December 18 ~  
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Rosary 
8:50 AM (St. Elizabeth) Novena 
9:00 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Martin J. Diviney † 
Thursday, December 19 ~  
8:30 AM (St. Brigid) Rosary 
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Giovani DiVerde & Joseph Pino † 
Friday, December 20 ~  
8:30 AM (St. Brigid) Rosary for Vocations 
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Laurie Prusik † 
Saturday, December 21 ~ St. Peter Canisius 
5:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: Josephine Dowches † 
6:30 PM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners  

 

Sunday, December 22 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent  
7:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: August Ventura † 
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass:  Graham Hillier † 
9:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Richard Regan †  
10:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Mike Sheppard † 
11:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Lucy Reboli † 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  Those who are ill in our parish: Ruth Stahl, Maria Nucci, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Ryan, Mary Christensen, Carl 
Messina,  Margharete Saunders, Maureen McCrory, Ann 
Radner  and Josephine Monaco 
To add a name please call the Parish Office. 
For the recently deceased:  
 

. CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 
The Children’s Christmas Eve Nativity 
Mass will be at St. Brigid Church on 
December 24th at the 4 PM Mass with the 
Pageant beginning at 3:45 PM in St. 
Brigid Church. Children in Kindergarten 

through High School are needed for the 
pageant. Practice will be held on Friday, December 20th 
from 6 PM to 7 PM at St. Brigid Church. If interested in 
participating, contact Sister Monique at 908-234-1524. 
 

. WELCOME BISHOP CHECCHIO 
Bishop Checchio will be visiting our Parish on Saturday, 
December 21, 2019.  He will be the celebrant at the 5 PM 
Mass at St. Brigid and an opportunity to meet Bishop 
Checchio as we celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Remember in your prayers the members 
of our Armed Services, especially 
Matthew Blejwas USMA West Point, 
grandson of Walter and Kathryn Blejwas, 
John F. Stahl of the US Army, son, 
Joseph Stahl of the Navy, grandson, and 

Eric Hummel of the US Army nephew of Ruth Stahl;  
Jordan Weaver of the Air Force, husband of Christy 
(LaPointe) Weaver; John Walker and Nicholas Furtzaig of 
the Air Force, grandsons of Bernard & Joan O’Reilly; 
Christopher Jibilian, US Navy pilot and Matthew Jibilian 
US Navy Seal, grand-nephews of Charlie & Pina Jibilian 
 
 

FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15th – DECEMBER 21st     
    The Sanctuary Candle at 

St. Elizabeth Church and St. Brigid Church   
is being offered for the 
Special Intentions of  

Father John G. Hillier 
Requested by the Prayer Shawl Ministry  

 
Congratulations to the following child 

 Baptized in St. Brigid Church                            
on December 7, 2019 
Henry Hugh Leoni 

Child of Hugh & Laura Leoni 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following couple who were united in 
marriage at St. Brigid Church on 

December 6, 2019 
 Kate Garden & Wolfgang Woods 

               May their life together be filled 
              With God’s abundant blessings. 

 



3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10  
Isaiah tells us that when Christ comes, the weak will be 
made strong, the deaf will hear, the blind will see, and, 
above all, “sorrow and mourning will flee.” 
Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
As the farmer waits patiently through winter and spring for 
the “yield of the soil” so, too, must we wait patiently for the 
coming of the Messiah. 
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11  
While in prison, John sends a messenger to Jesus to ask, 
“Are you He who is to come or do we look for another?” 
Jesus replies by citing the miracles he has performed for 
the blind, the deaf, and the crippled. He concludes by 
identifying John as the messenger He has sent to prepare 
the way. 

ST.ELIZABETH-ST.BRIGID PARISH CONTACT LIST 
Parish Group  Contact Name and E-mail 
Adult Faith Sharing         Denise O’Callaghan 
               Adult_Faith_Sharing@sainteb.org 
Bible Study/Book Club Sr. Donna Marie Kemberling,SCC 
   AdultEd@sainteb.org 
Choir   Mary Lieberman 
                                        Choir@sainteb.org 
Couples in Christ Gabriella Daus 
   ParishLife@sainteb.org 
Daughters of Mary Barbara Peterson 
               Daughters_of_Mary@sainteb.org 
Knights of Columbus      Michael Bielawa 
               kofc11386@gmail.com or  
   KofC@sainteb.org 
Lectio Divina    Men: Jerry Tutak 
   Lectio_M@sainteb.org 
     Women: Denise O’Callaghan 
   Lectio@sainteb.org 
Parish Pastoral Council  Vera Ricciardi-Zachman 

PastoralCouncil@sainteb.org 
RCIA   Margaret Mulrooney 
   ParishLife@sainteb.org 
Religious Education Sr. Monique Eloizard 
   RelEd@sainteb.org 
St. Vincent de Paul        Denise O’Callaghan 
              Svdp@sainteb.org 
For more information, call the Parish Office 908-234-1265 

Please Pray the Rosary 

A MESSAGE FROM MONSIGNOR PULEO 
My dear friends in Jesus Christ, 
 
“I bring you tidings of great joy: Today in the City of David 
a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord!” 
(Luke 2:11) 
 
Good news, indeed, for Christ Our Lord is the only perfect 
Christmas gift!  
 
Our relatives and friends may have shopped for hours to 
obtain an ideal gift for us. We ourselves may have 
endured the rush and crush of Christmas shopping too. 
For some, your fingers may be numb and your eyes 
“tearing” from internet shopping. Yet we all know that even 
our best gifts are unable to make others or us completely 
happy. For only Our Savior, Jesus Christ, can completely 
satisfy us! 
 
While traveling to Bethlehem Mary and Joseph were 
without the comforts and conveniences of home. They did 
not have the warm, cheerful atmosphere of their own 
home in Nazareth; they even lacked the bare essentials 
for decent living. As Sacred Scripture tells us: “There was 
no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). Yet they were 
happy because in the stable of Bethlehem Mary gave birth 
to the One who is the Giver of all happiness.  
 
Then there were the Shepherds who first heard “the good 
news of great joy” (Like 2:10) ... So they went with haste, 
and they found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the 
manger. And when they had seen, they understood what 
had been told them concerning this child.  
 
“Good news of great joy” continues to be ours, even in a 
world that brings lots of heartache, hatred and violence. 
How? Through our faith in Jesus Christ who completely 
satisfies us! Christ did not abandon us but gave us his 
Church to guide us, the sacraments to nourish us and His 
own mother to intercede for us.  
 
We are also blessed that next weekend on December 21st  
Bishop Checchio will be visiting our parish and celebrating 
Mass on the 4th Sunday of Advent. He joins me in asking 
God’s blessing upon you and all the members of your 
family this Christmas 2019 and throughout 2020! 
 
In Christ Jesus Our Lord, 
 
Reverend Monsignor Edward C. Puleo  
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Christmas Mass Schedule 2019 
St. Elizabeth Church  

34 Peapack Rd Far Hills 
St. Brigid Church  

         129 Main St. Peapack 
 

Christmas Eve December 24 
 3:45 PM Children’s Nativity 
4:00 PM St. Brigid Church 

Simulcast seating in St. Patrick Hall 
6:00 PM St. Brigid Church 
9:30 PM St. Brigid Church 

Christmas Carols 
10:00 PM   St. Brigid Church 

Christmas Day December 25 
8:30 AM    St. Elizabeth Church 

9:30 AM    St. Brigid Church 
10:30 AM   St. Elizabeth Church 

11:30 AM   St. Brigid Church 
 

New Year’s Day Schedule 2019 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Vigil Mass on December 31, 2019 

4:30 PM in St. Brigid Church 
New Year’s Day January 1, 2020 

10:30 AM   St. Brigid Church 
 

RESOURCES FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

Our Diocesan Office for Persons with 
Disabilities has a Facebook page that 
provides daily updates with short 
inspirational reflections for people with 

disabilities, family members and care givers. The site also 
provides endless resources for those with physical, 
emotional, cognitive, visual, auditory and other special 
challenges. To access our Facebook page (even if you are 
not a member of Facebook), type the following into your 
search engine:  Diocese of Metuchen Office for Persons 
with Disabilities.  
 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO MARRIAGE NEWS 
Published on the internet by the Family Life 
Office of the U.S. Bishops, it is free and you can 
select the topics of most interest to you: dating, 

engagement, marriage preparation, married life, family Life 
and parenting. http://www.foryourmarriage.org.    
  
 

PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS AND HIS INTENTIONS 
Universal: That every country determine to 
take the necessary measures to make the 
future of the very young, especially those who 
suffer, a priority.  

 

BUS TRIP RALLY FOR LIFE in TRENTON 
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2020 

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and 
Dignity will be running a bus trip to the Rally for Life in 
Trenton, NJ on Wednesday, January 22, 2020.  The bus 
ride is free of charge, but since space is limited all 
passengers must reserve their seats.  Passengers will 
board the bus at the Diocesan Center in Piscataway at 
9:30 AM. The Rally at the State House begins at 11:00 AM 
and ends at 1:00 PM.  Passengers will attend a small 
reception afterwards.  The bus will bring everyone back to 
the Diocesan Center around 3:00 PM.  If you have any 
questions or would like to reserve a seat please 
email amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Metuchen is 
offering Counseling and Wellness Services. If you 
or someone you know needs counseling or is 

impacted by addiction, we can help. Individual and family 
therapy for children and adults is available.  For an 
appointment, call (800) 655-9491. 
    

WORD OF LIFE 
“Those who die in God’s grace and friendship live forever 
with Christ. Heaven is not an abstract ides, but a true and 
lasting relationship with God that is beyond all earthly 
description and understanding. We look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and everlasting life by prepariing 
now, in hope, for our passage from this lie into eternal life.”  
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND                                                                                                   
Now that fall is here, why not treat 
yourselves to a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend? 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
gives you the time and tools to revitalize 

romance, deepen communication, and nourish the spirituality 
in your marriage. 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be 
held January 24 -26.  Please register by January 10, as 
space is limited.  Phone 1-732-904-9636 for registration and 
information. Visit us at: www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org 
for more information. 
 

2019-2020 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 FOR GRADES K-8 

It’s not too late to register.  
Sunday Morning Sessions: 8:15 AM to 

9:25 AM or from 10 AM to 11:10 AM.  If you need 
additional forms, please contact the office at (908) 234-
1524. 
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ADVENT SUGGESTIONS 
Create an Advent wreath for your home and 
light it at mealtime.  As you continue to light it 
notice how much stronger the light is getting 
as Christmas comes closer.  There are 
prayers that can be said as the wreath is lit. 

 These are available at various Catholic shops and web 
sites. 
· Share an Advent calendar with scripture references or 
activities with your family. 
· Give yourselves to the poor by offering to share with 
those in need by selecting a tag from the Giving Tree and 
purchasing presents for those who have so little. 
· Have a family night each week where you gather 
together and share prayers and songs in preparation for 
Christmas. 
· Watch some of the Christmas programs and look for the 
message of good that shines through.  Even the Grinch 
learned the meaning of Christmas. 
· Use the Little Blue Books for reflection and daily prayer 
during Advent. 

 
ST. JAMES CHURCH in BASKING RIDGE PRESENTS: 

 
Thank you for all the Giving Tree gifts.  
Happiness will abound on Christmas 
morning.  Please continue to pray for 
those who will receive these gifts. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT PRAYER 
“O Almighty God, gracious provider and giver 
of life, we anxiously await the celebration of 
your birth. Like the people of long ago, our 
ancestors in faith, we, too, are in need of 

light, in need of direction, in need of your Word, to show us 
the way. Our busy lives and the consumerism that 
surrounds us make it difficult to recognize your kingdom 
and to hear your voice.  Help us Lord, to focus on you. We 
pray that you hear our prayer in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.” ~ From the Essential Advent and Christmas Handbook 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE BLESSING 
God of all creation, 

we praise you for this tree 
which brings beauty and memories 
and the promise of life to our home. 

May your blessing be upon all who gather 
around this tree, all who keep the 

Christmas festival by its lights. 
We wait for the coming of the Christ, 

the days of everlasting justice and peace. 
You are our God, living and reigning, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
(the lights of the tree are then 
illuminated.) 

 
RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND] 

Stress in Your Marriage! 
Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 

Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut down? 
Have you thought about separation or divorce? 

Does talking about it only make it worse? 
…Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal and 
Renew their Marriages. The program consists of a 
weekend experience for married couples (no group 
discussions) with six follow-up sessions.   

UPCOMING WEEKEND: February 21-23, 2020 
For Information and to Register: Call Rich Colasuonno: 
732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno: 732-672-0748 or 
email 3024@retrouvaille.org  
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, 
because the coming of the Lord is at hand.” (James 5:8) 
Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle 
with. We want things to go according to our plan and our 
schedule. Any change brings anxiety and fear. Through daily 
prayer we better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan, 
which is far better than anything we can come up with on our 
own. 
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LET CHRIST IN … 
Befana the housewife, scrubbing her pane, 

 Saw three old sages ride down the lane, 
             Saw three gray travelers pass her door, 
             Gaspar, Balthazar and Melchior. 
  
            "Where journey you, sirs?" she asked of them. 
            Balthazar answered, "To Bethlehem, 
  
            "For we have news of a marvelous thing, 
            Born in a stable is Christ the King." 
  
            "Give him my welcome," 
            Then Gaspar smiled, 
            "Come with us mistress to greet the child." 
  
            "O happily, happily would I fare, 
            "Were my dusting through, 
            and I polished the stair." 
  
            Old Melchior leaned on his saddle horn, 
            "Then send but a gift to the small Newborn."   

            "O gladly, gladly, I'd send him one, 
            "Were the hearthstone swept 
            and my weaving done. 
  
            "As soon as I've baked my bread, 
            "I'll fetch him a pillow for his head, 
            "And a coverlet too," Befana said. 
  
            "When the rooms are aired and the linen dry, 
            ‘I'll look to the babe," 
            But the three rode by. 
  
            She worked for a day, and a night and a day, 
            Then, gifts in her hand, she took up her way. 
            But she never found where the Christ Child lay.   
            And still she wanders at Christmastide. 
            Houseless, whose house was all her pride. 
  
            Whose heart was tardy, whose gifts were late, 
            Wanders and knocks at every gate. 
            Crying, "Good people, let the bells begin. 
            "Put off your toiling and let love in.” 

 
BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS CRÈCHE/MANGER SCENE 

God of Mary and Joseph, 
of shepherds and animals, 

bless us whenever we gaze 
on this manger scene. 

Through all the days of Christmas may 
these figures tell the story of how humans, 

angels, and animals found the Christ in this poor place. 
Fill our house with hospitality, joy, gentleness, and 

thanksgiving, and guide our steps in the way of peace. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.osv.com/MyFaith/ChurchSeasonsandFeasts 

O   ANTIPHONS 
On the last days of Advent, you may wish to 
add these "O Antiphons" to your evening 
prayer, your prayer at table, or your bedtime 
prayer. 

December 17 
O Wisdom of our God Most High, 
guiding creation with power and love: 
come to teach us the path of knowledge! 
December 18 
O Leader of the House of Israel, 
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 
come to rescue us with your mighty power! 
December 19 O Root of Jesse’s stem, 
sign of God’s love for all his people: 
come to save us without delay! 
December 20 
O Key of David, 
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 
come and free the prisoners of darkness! 
December 21 
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 
December 22  
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust! 
December 23 
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: 
come to save us, Lord our God!  
 

DECORATING THE CHURCHES FOR CHRISTMAS 
As we prepare for Christmas we begin to realize 

there is so much to do to prepare.  Our Churches always look 
fantastic for Christmas with the help of a few volunteers.  
Inside the weeks before Christmas many things happen to 
make the Churches ready from the fluffing of the trees to the 
immediate preparations of the flowers and the crèches.  
Consider if you would like to assist with the Church 
decorating this Advent. 
 I am interested in helping prepare the Churches for 
the Christmas Season by assisting with:                                            
___decorating at St. Brigid Church - 12/23    
___decorating at St. Elizabeth Church – 12/23 
___watering at St. Brigid Church before or after Mass 
___watering at St. Elizabeth Church before or after Mass 
You may return this information to the Parish Office by mail, 
through the collection basket, or you may call the Office at 
908-234-1265 to offer your assistance. 
Name:  ________________________________ 

Phone Number:  _________________________ 
E-Mail:_________________________________ 
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