
ST. ELIZABETH - ST. BRIGID PARISH  
December 23, 2019 – December 29, 2019          4th Sunday of Advent 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 

(†) Deceased   (L) Living 
Monday, December 23 ~ St. John of Kanty 
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Rosary for Vocations 
9:00 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Anna & Pasquale Crispo and 
    Caterina Conte † 
Tuesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Vigil 
4:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners  
6:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners 
10:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners 
Wednesday, December 25 ~ The Nativity of the Lord 
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners 
9:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Bishop Edward T. Hughes † 
10:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: For the Parishioners 
11:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners 
Thursday, December 26 ~ St. Stephen 
8:30 AM (St. Brigid) Rosary 
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Special Intentions of Jack Kelly L  
Friday, December 27 ~ St. John 
8:30 AM (St. Brigid) Rosary for Vocations 
9:00 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Special Intention of Alicia Clark L 
Saturday, December 28 ~ The Holy Innocents 
5:00 PM (St. Brigid) Mass: Joanna Mankowska L 
6:30 PM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Albert Kalafsky † 

 

Sunday, December 29 ~ The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph  

7:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: For the Parishioners 
8:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass:  Graham Hillier † 
9:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Lawrence Thornton †  
10:30 AM (St. Elizabeth) Mass: Danny Sisto † 
11:30 AM (St. Brigid) Mass: Lawrence Thornton † 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  Those who are ill in our parish: Ruth Stahl, Maria Nucci, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Ryan, Mary Christensen, Carl 
Messina,  Margharete Saunders, Maureen McCrory, and Ann 
Radner  
To add a name please call the Parish Office. 
For the recently deceased:  Margaret Moriarty and 

Josephine Monaco 
 

Thank you for all the Giving Tree gifts.  Happiness 
will abound on Christmas morning.  Please 
continue to pray for those who will receive these 
gifts. 

 
 
 

The GRINCH almost stole Christmas 
The collection envelope company, D.P. Murphy, 

neglected to send out the Christmas mailing in a timely 
manner. This mailing should have included the Christmas 
Stewardship Envelope and the Christmas Mass schedule 
with the Pastor’s Christmas Greeting. 

Our only option was to order generic Christmas 
envelopes and make them available for parishioners on 
this final weekend before Christmas. 

We ask that you make an extra effort to pick up 
one of these envelopes for your Christmas donation. As 
always, you may use a regular “personal” envelope and 
write your name on the outside with the amount of your 
special Christmas gift to St. Elizabeth-St. Brigid Parish. 

As you know, our parish relies heavily on your 
Christmas donation. We apologize for this inconvenience 
but thank you for your understanding and for your 
generosity. 

Hopefully, by now, all of you should have received 
my personal Christmas Card and my prayerful 
remembrance for and your family at all my Christmas 
Masses. 
Monsignor Puleo 

FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 22nd – DECEMBER 28th    
    The Sanctuary Candle at 

St. Brigid Church is being offered for the 
Living & Deceased Members of the  

Sibilia & Morgia Families 
Requested by Joe & Carmella Sibilia  

 
    The Sanctuary Candle at 

St. Elizabeth Church is being offered for the 
Repose of the Soul of 
Umbelina Migueis 

Requested by Norman & Catherine Migueis  
 

BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS CRÈCHE/MANGER SCENE 
God of Mary and Joseph, of 
shepherds and animals, bless us 
whenever we gaze on this manger 
scene. Through all the days of 
Christmas may these figures tell the 
story of how humans, angels, and 

animals found the Christ in this poor place.  Fill our house 
with hospitality, joy, gentleness, and thanksgiving, and 
guide our steps in the way of peace. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
https://www.osv.com/MyFaith/ChurchSeasonsandFeasts 

https://www.osv.com/MyFaith/ChurchSeasonsandFeasts


 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14  
Ahaz receives from Isaiah a prophecy that he will be 
successful in war and is urged to ask for a sign that the 
prophecy is true. The sign is “The virgin shall be with child 
and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” 
 Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7  
Paul greets the Romans by pointing out that Jesus is the 
Christ who was promised to them in Scripture. He, Paul, is 
the apostle favored with the task of spreading the name of 
Christ to all.  
 Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24  
In a brief, straightforward, simple narrative, Matthew 
recounts the events leading to Jesus’ birth. He details the 
appearance of the angel in a dream to Joseph and 
stresses that “All this happened to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophets.” 

ST.ELIZABETH-ST.BRIGID PARISH CONTACT LIST 
Parish Group  Contact Name and E-mail 
Adult Faith Sharing         Denise O’Callaghan 
               Adult_Faith_Sharing@sainteb.org 
Bible Study/Book Club Sr. Donna Marie Kemberling,SCC 
   AdultEd@sainteb.org 
Choir   Mary Lieberman 
                                        Choir@sainteb.org 
Couples in Christ Gabriella Daus 
   ParishLife@sainteb.org 
Daughters of Mary Barbara Peterson 
               Daughters_of_Mary@sainteb.org 
Knights of Columbus      Michael Bielawa 
               kofc11386@gmail.com or  
   KofC@sainteb.org 
Lectio Divina    Men: Jerry Tutak 
   Lectio_M@sainteb.org 
     Women: Denise O’Callaghan 
   Lectio@sainteb.org 
Parish Pastoral Council  Vera Ricciardi-Zachman 

PastoralCouncil@sainteb.org 
RCIA   Margaret Mulrooney 
   ParishLife@sainteb.org 
Religious Education Sr. Monique Eloizard 
   RelEd@sainteb.org 
St. Vincent de Paul        Denise O’Callaghan 
              Svdp@sainteb.org 
For more information, call the Parish Office 908-234-1265 

A message from Monsignor Puleo 
My dear friends in Jesus Christ, 
 
“‘I bring you tidings of great joy: Today in the City of David 
a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord!” 
(Luke 2:11) 
 
Good news, indeed, for Christ Our Lord is the only perfect 
Christmas gift!  
 
Our relatives and friends may have shopped for hours to 
obtain an ideal gift for us. We ourselves may have 
endured the rush and crush of Christmas shopping too. 
For some, your fingers may be numb and your eyes 
“tearing” from internet shopping. Yet we all know that even 
our best gifts are unable to make others or us completely 
happy. For only Our Savior, Jesus Christ, can completely 
satisfy us! 
 
While traveling to Bethlehem Mary and Joseph were 
without the comforts and conveniences of home. They did 
not have the warm, cheerful atmosphere of their own 
home in Nazareth; they even lacked the bare essentials 
for decent living. As Sacred Scripture tells us: “There was 
no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). Yet they were 
happy because in the stable of Bethlehem Mary gave birth 
to the One who is the Giver of all happiness.  
 
Then there were the Shepherds who first heard “the good 
news of great joy” (Like 2:10) ... So they went with haste, 
and they found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the 
manger. And when they had seen, they understood what 
had been told them concerning this child.  
 
“Good news of great joy” continues to be ours, even in a 
world that brings lots of heartache, hatred and violence. 
How? Through our faith in Jesus Christ who completely 
satisfies us! Christ did not abandon us but gave us his 
Church to guide us, the sacraments to nourish us and His 
own mother to intercede for us.  
 
We are also blessed this weekend before Christmas to 
have Bishop Checchio visiting our parish and celebrating 
Mass on the 4th Sunday of Advent. He joins me in asking 
God’s blessing upon you and all the members of your 
family this Christmas 2019 and throughout 2020! 
 
In Christ Jesus Our Lord, 
 
Reverend Monsignor Edward C. Puleo  
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Christmas Mass Schedule 2019 
St. Elizabeth Church  

34 Peapack Rd Far Hills 
St. Brigid Church  

         129 Main St. Peapack 
 

Christmas Eve December 24 
 3:45 PM Children’s Nativity 
4:00 PM St. Brigid Church 

Simulcast seating in St. Patrick Hall 
6:00 PM St. Brigid Church 
9:30 PM St. Brigid Church 

Christmas Carols 
10:00 PM   St. Brigid Church 

Christmas Day December 25 
8:30 AM    St. Elizabeth Church 

9:30 AM    St. Brigid Church 
10:30 AM   St. Elizabeth Church 

11:30 AM   St. Brigid Church 
 

New Year’s Day Schedule 2020 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Vigil Mass on December 31, 2019 

4:30 PM in St. Brigid Church 
New Year’s Day January 1, 2020 

10:30 AM   St. Brigid Church 
 

RESOURCES FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

Our Diocesan Office for Persons with 
Disabilities has a Facebook page that 
provides daily updates with short 
inspirational reflections for people with 

disabilities, family members and care givers. The site also 
provides endless resources for those with physical, 
emotional, cognitive, visual, auditory and other special 
challenges. To access our Facebook page (even if you are 
not a member of Facebook), type the following into your 
search engine:  Diocese of Metuchen Office for Persons 
with Disabilities.  
 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO MARRIAGE NEWS 
Published on the internet by the Family Life Office of the 
U.S. Bishops, it is free and you can select the topics of 
most interest to you: dating, engagement, marriage 
preparation, married Life, family Life and parenting. 
http://www.foryourmarriage.org.     
 
 

PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS AND HIS INTENTIONS 
Universal: That every country determine to 
take the necessary measures to make the 
future of the very young, especially those who 
suffer, a priority.  

A gift for you this Christmas from Msgr. Puleo 
Please take home a copy of the Rediscover 

the Saints, by Matthew Kelly offered through Dynamic 
Catholic 

We are capable of so much more than we 
think. You have no idea what you are capable of. 
None of us do. God is constantly trying to open our 
eyes to the amazing possibilities that he has enfolded 
in our being. The saints continue this work, 
encouraging us to explore all our God-given potential, 
not with speeches but with the example of their lives. 

When we have the courage to collaborate with 
God and pursue our truest self, he lights a fire within us 
that is so bright and warm, it keeps shining long after our 
days on this earth have come to an end. The lives of the 
saints have captivated the people of every age for this 
very reason. 

There are two questions that confront the people 
of every place and time, questions that confront you and 
me today: Are you satisfied with the direction the world is 
moving in? Are you satisfied with your life? 

These questions are always before us, within us, 
around us. They are part of our spiritual quest and part of 
our human quest. These questions linger in our minds 
when we read the news of happenings in our own country 
and around the world. They tickle our souls when we 
witness the battle between good and evil, however it 
manifests in our own lives. 

Are you satisfied with the direction the world is 
moving in? This is one of life’s inescapable questions, and 
we each respond with passionate action or selfish 
indifference. 

Our collective dissatisfaction with the direction of 
the world leads to the consensus that the world needs 
changing. And yet, we seem gripped by exasperation and 
paralyzed by the false belief that we can’t do anything 
about it. The saints dispel that exasperation and inspire us 
to bold action. They remind us over and over again: We 
can change the world. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Metuchen is 

offering Counseling and Wellness Services. If 
you or someone you know needs counseling 
or is impacted by addiction, we can help. 
Individual and family therapy for children and 

adults is available.  For an appointment, call (800) 655-
9491. 
 

WORD OF LIFE 
“God’s love is generous, sacrificial, life-giving, and forever. 
As humans made in God’s image, we are called to imitate 
the eternal giving and receiving of love that is the Holy 
Trinity.” 

http://www.foryourmarriage.org.


BUS TRIP RALLY FOR LIFE in TRENTON 
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2020 

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and 
Dignity will be running a bus trip to the Rally for Life in 
Trenton, NJ on Wednesday, January 22, 2020.  The bus 
ride is free of charge, but since space is limited all 
passengers must reserve their seats.  Passengers will 
board the bus at the Diocesan Center in Piscataway at 
9:30 AM. The Rally at the State House begins at 11 AM 
and ends at 1 PM.  Passengers will attend a small 
reception afterwards.  The bus will bring everyone back to 
the Diocesan Center around 3 PM.  If you have any 
questions or would like to reserve a seat please 
email amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
Now that fall is here, why not treat yourselves 
to a Marriage Encounter Weekend? 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
gives you the time and tools to revitalize 
romance, deepen communication, and nourish 

the spirituality in your marriage. 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be 
held January 24 -26.  Please register by January 10, as 
space is limited.  Phone 1-732-904-9636 for registration 
and information. Visit us at: 
www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org for more information. 
 
ST. JAMES CHURCH in BASKING RIDGE PRESENTS: 

2019-2020 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FOR GRADES K-8 

Sunday Morning Sessions: 8:15 AM to 
9:25 AM or from 10 AM to 11:10 AM.  If 
you need additional forms, please contact 
the office at (908) 234-1524. 

 
ADVENT SUGGESTIONS 

Create an Advent wreath for your home and 
light it at mealtime.  As you continue to light 
it notice how much stronger the light is 
getting as Christmas comes closer.  There 

are prayers that can be said as the wreath is lit.  These are 
available at various Catholic shops and web sites. 
· Share an Advent calendar with scripture references or 
activities with your family. 
· Give yourselves to the poor by offering to share with 
those in need by selecting a tag from the Giving Tree and 
purchasing presents for those who have so little. 
· Have a family night each week where you gather 
together and share prayers and songs in preparation for 
Christmas. 
· Watch some of the Christmas programs and look for the 
message of good that shines through.  Even the Grinch 
learned the meaning of Christmas. 
· Use the Little Blue Books for reflection and daily prayer 
during Advent. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE BLESSING 
God of all creation, 

we praise you for this tree 
which brings beauty and memories 
and the promise of life to our home. 

May your blessing be upon all who gather 
around this tree, all who keep the 

Christmas festival by its lights. 
We wait for the coming of the Christ, 

the days of everlasting justice and peace. 
You are our God, living and reigning, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
(the lights of the tree are then 
illuminated.) 

 
STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home.” 
(Matthew 1:24) Putting our complete trust in the Lord 
without expecting anything in return. Striving to put God 
first in all things and follow Him wherever He may lead us. 
As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the 
strength and courage to be a model of discipleship, just as 
Joseph was. 
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LIFE CHOICES – BABY BOTTLE 
CELEBRATION! 

Dear Monsignor Puleo and the parishioners 
of St. Brigid and St. Elizabeth, 

 Thank you for being part of our “baby bottle” 
celebration!  The program was very successful, the baby 
bottles in your Parish collected $4805.78. 
 I want to thank you so very much for your 
generous gift to Life Choices, Inc. because people like you 
care about the families that we serve; we have the 
awesome joy of holding in our own arms precious little 
children who otherwise would not have been born! Again, 
thank you so much for making it possible for us to help so 
many in need! 
 May the good Lord bless you abundantly! 
Sincerely, 
Joan Fasanello, Director 
 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 
Stress in Your Marriage! 

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 

Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut down? 
Have you thought about separation or divorce? 

Does talking about it only make it worse? 
…Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal and 
Renew their Marriages. The program consists of a 
weekend experience for married couples (no group 
discussions) with six follow-up sessions.   

UPCOMING WEEKEND: February 21-23, 2020 
For Information and to Register: Call Rich Colasuonno: 
732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno: 732-672-0748 or 
email 3024@retrouvaille.org  

 
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Remember in your prayers the members of 
our Armed Services, especially Matthew 
Blejwas USMA West Point, grandson of 
Walter and Kathryn Blejwas, John F. Stahl 

of the US Army, son, Joseph Stahl of the Navy, grandson, 
and Eric Hummel of the US Army nephew of Ruth Stahl;  
Jordan Weaver of the Air Force, husband of Christy 
(LaPointe) Weaver; John Walker and Nicholas Furtzaig of 
the Air Force, grandsons of Bernard & Joan O’Reilly; 
Christopher Jibilian, US Navy pilot and Matthew Jibilian 
US Navy Seal, grand-nephews of Charlie & Pina Jibilian 
 
INSPIRATIONAL SPOT: 
“Only if people change will the world change; and in order 
to change, people need the light that comes from God, the 
lights which so unexpectedly (on the night of Christmas), 
entered into our night.”  ~ Pope Benedict XVI  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
THE DAUGHTERS OF MARY 

PRESENTS: 
MAGIC SHOW with Simon Mandal, 

Illusionist and Comedian 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2020 

      More details to follow! 
 

ST. ELIZABETH-ST. BRIGID BIBLE STUDY 
LIVING THE BEATITUDES IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

Kingdom of Happiness is a new 8-part parish program that 
unveils Jesus’ plan for happiness in the Beatitudes. 
In a world that offers fleeting pleasures in place of true 
happiness and false promises that actually lead us away 
from happiness, it’s time more than ever to turn to the 
Beatitudes and enter into the Kingdom of Happiness. 
Kingdom of Happiness will: 
 Show how the Beatitudes are much more than nice 

sayings, they are the path to happiness charted by 
Christ himself; 

 Expose the “anti-Beatitudes” for what they are: the 
kingdom of man’s false promises of happiness that 
lead only to misery; and 

 Inspire a renewed resolve to live the Beatitudes 
through video profiles of real-life people living the 
Beatitudes in their everyday life. 

 
WHERE:  Parish Center ~ 129 Main Street, Peapack 
WHEN:  Mondays 7 - 8:30 PM January 27th, February 
10th, 24th, March 9th, 23rd, 30th, April 6th and 20th, 2020  
(8 sessions) DVD and Group Discussion   
REGISTRATION FEE:   depends on number of     

participants  
 Confidential financial assistance is available   

Mail form to: 
Parish Center –PO Box 33, Peapack, NJ  07977 

Name:_________________________________________  
Address:_______________________________________  
Phone:(H)_________________(C)_________________  
Email:________________________________________  
Emergency 
Name/Phone___________________________________  
Your Parish if not St. Elizabeth-St. Brigid 
___________________________________  
Previous Bible Study?       (Y)      (N)  

mailto:3024@retrouvaille.org

