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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

January 14, 2015 

 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Eva Arnott, Peter Bujwid, Brian Burke, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, Doran 

Donovan, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Carol Johnson, Tony Lockhart, Frank Lombardo (St. Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative 

Representative), Dolores Mullen, Frances Shawcross (St. Mary/St. Eulalia Collaborative Representative), Raina 

Trilokekar, Bob Valeri. 

 

Absent:  Kathy Creedon, Joe Murphy 

 

Opening Prayer:  Carol Johnson read a reflection entitled Future Not Our Own.  Although attributed to Archbishop 

Oscar Romero, he is not the author. 

 
Minutes of Meeting:  November 12, 2014 PPC Minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections were as follows:  

1) the last sentence of the “opening prayer” paragraph should be rewritten to reflect that parishioners not otherwise 

invited to the Mass of Remembrance were welcome to attend; 2) under Collaboration Committee, the fourth bullet, the 

third sentence should begin “It is speculated;” 3) within the Finance Council report, paragraph 2, next to the last line 

the word “to” should be inserted between 20 and 25%;  4) on page 2 still under the Finance Council report, paragraph 

6, line 2, the word “boxers” and the word “isles” should be corrected to read “boxes” and “aisles;” 5) on page 3, under 

the Evangelization Committee report, line 3, the “There will be training” should be changed to read “There was a 

training;” 6) under the Hospitality Committee, the last line of paragraph 2, should be changed to read “Raina Trilokekar 

volunteered to help with the Hospitality Sub Committee.” 

 

Pastor Update 

 

The parish’s 50
th
 Anniversary Committee has met and will meet again at the end of the month.  Subcommittee 

chairpersons will solicit membership for their subcommittees.  A notice has been placed in the bulletin for this purpose. 

 

As part of the parish’s anniversary celebration, there will be a ten-day pilgrimage from April 25, 2016 to May 6, 2016 

to St. Eulalia’s mother church in Barcelona, Spain.  The pilgrimage will commence in Lourdes and will include many 

stops along the way before the pilgrimage arrives in Barcelona, Spain.  There will be a Mass at the Cathedral of St. 

Eulalia and the opportunity for parishioners to shop in Barcelona.  The estimated cost of the pilgrimage is $3,750 if 26 

or more people sign up and $3,950 if 25 or less people sign up.  Thirty is the maximum number of people for this trip. 

 

Father Jim also briefed and discussed the parish’s Lenten Renewal with PPC members.  The renewal will be held in the 

church.  The theme of this year’s renewal will be Becoming Your Best Self:  Scripture Based Living for Today.  The 

renewal will be given by a team of two Dominican priests and a Franciscan sister.  The renewal will be introduced by a 

member of the renewal team at all the Masses the weekend of February 28/March 1 during the homily.  The first 

renewal presentation will be given after the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday.  There will be a short break after Mass followed by 

the renewal presentation.  There will be sessions both in the morning after the 9 a.m. Mass and sessions in the evening.  

The suggested starting time for the evening presentation is 7 p.m.  None of the sessions will be a repeat of a prior 

presentation.  After the evening presentation, there will be a brief break followed by a question and answer period.  The 

Tuesday presentation will be on reconciliation, reconciliation with God and each other.  This presentation will have an 

emphasis on family, though all will find it meaningful.  It was suggested that we work with the Religious Education 

staff to publicize this special presentation.  There will be a parish-wide mailing that will go out to all households to 

publicize the renewal itself.  It was suggested that it be publicized on social media, in the bulletin, store bulletin boards, 

at senior centers, poster board in the foyer of the church, and a banner for outside the church..  Bonnie Rogers should 

be contacted to have the renewal promoted on Catholic TV.  Eva Arnott will take responsibility for press releases for 

the newspapers.  It was further suggested that photos and a bio of the renewal team be used whenever possible and that 

a child-care service be made available in Manion Hall during all presentations. 
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Father Jim announced that Karen Marnik, a parishioner, has been appointed to the Cardinal’s Archdiocesan Parish 

Council for a four-year term. 

 

Christmas Outreach 
 

All 500 copies of the book entitled Rediscovering Catholicism by Matthew Kelly were taken during Christmas.  The 

books were donated by Anna-Marie Ferraro and were looked upon as a means of evangelization.  It was suggested that 

a notice be placed in the bulletin to pass on the book when the reader has finished reading it.  Also suggested was a 

parish lending library.  This could be something to do during Lent. 

 

2015 Plan   
 

The PPC will focus on two items for the first half of 2015, namely evangelization and hospitality.  The Evangelization 

Committee is currently working with Religious Education to bring in speakers.  The participation at the first two talks 

was considered good and a success.  At the first presentation there were approximately 25 to 30 adults and at the 

second presentation there were approximately 35 adults.  There are to be two more speakers, one in January and 

another in March.  The Evangelization Committee is currently investigating ways to assist with the parish’s 50
th

 

Anniversary and continues to write the Evangelization Corner for the bulletin.  They will be soliciting parishioners to 

write for the column as well. 

 

The outreach for greeters in October did not result in any new participants.  PPC members were encouraged to ask any 

parishioners who may be gifted in this area to join the greeters’ ministry.  Currently, there is coverage at every Mass 

but not always enough people.  PPC members would be welcome to greet if there were no one available at a particular 

Mass.  If you do not know a parishioner while greeting them, please be sure to introduce yourself. 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Liturgy.  The following events will be taking place:  a new altar server class will begin shortly, the scripture study 

class will resume at the end of January, a six-week seminar on writing your spiritual autobiography will run during 

Lent and there will be Lenten booklets in the pews. 

 

Finance Council.  To date 597 OSR pledges have been received for 2015, representing $705,000.  Because of an 

Archdiocesan update to the software program, historical data is not currently available to make an accurate comparison 

to last year.  Estimated figures indicate this represents 9 fewer pledges, but an increase of $115,700 pledged.  Further 

analysis is needed to determine the exact effectiveness of the Increase Offertory Program.  When the update is fully 

operational, parishioners will be able to access their own OSR record online.  

 

An anonymous donor has made a bequest equal to last fiscal year’s deficit.   

 

Plaques for the Capital Campaign donors and replacement of the original and Organ Fund donors have been ordered. 

 

Peter Bujwid informed PPC that he thought if there was a link to Amazon on our parish website, the parish would 

receive a percentage of sales made from parishioners using the website link to Amazon.  Peter volunteered to look into 

that for the parish and report his findings to the parish’s business manager. 

 

Hospitality Committee.  This committee reports that there have been two very successful after Mass coffee socials.  

Both Whole Foods and Dunkin’ Donuts on Summer Street have contributed food either free-of-charge or at a discount. 

 

The Hospitality Social Events Survey resulted in 134 completed surveys with 21 respondents including volunteer 

information which was spread out over various activities.  The chairperson was strongly encouraged to connect with 

these volunteers.  The results of the survey are attached to the minutes. 
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It was thought best to initiate the easiest to organize social events first.  The first of these will be a Wine and Cheese 

Social on Saturday, February 7, after the 4 p.m. Mass.  A suggestion was made as to whether sandwiches should be 

provided but it was felt that the crackers and cheese would be enough.  The committee chairperson was reminded that 

the parish would need an insurance rider for this event and that he should contact the parish’s business manager.  It was 

suggested that a free-will offering be taken at all these events to help defray the cost.  In future, there should be a 

budget submitted to the Finance Council so these events will be funded.  An ice cream social is also being planned.  St. 

Mary’s Collaborative representative informed PPC that St. Mary’s has a Pancake Breakfast every third Sunday of the 

month after the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Masses.  Since a Pancake Breakfast received the most survey votes, the Hospitality 

chairperson will visit St. Mary’s Pancake Breakfast to gather ideas. 

 

Collaboration Committee.  It was reported by the collaborative representative from St. Mary’s that the pastor of St. 

Mary’s will be retiring by June 1, 2015.  An administrator will be appointed and changes are expected such as cutting 

back on the number of Masses said each weekend.  A joint collaborative meeting was previously scheduled for 

September 2015 and is expected to meet. 

 

Parishioners’ Concerns.  The following comments/concerns were voiced: 

 

 The parish should recognize those ministry volunteers who have given extraordinary service, perhaps with a 

special blessing at Mass.  Response:  If anyone knows of such a volunteer, their name should be e-mailed to 

the pastoral associate.  A caution was issued as to the danger of missing someone. 

 It was thought the piano was out-of-tune at the Christmas’ Masses.  Response:  Perhaps if we put a request for 

a piano on Facebook, one would be donated. 

 There should be a notice put in the bulletin regarding the status of the St. Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative. 

 A new parishioner reported that they did not receive a welcome letter.  Response:  There is a welcome packet 

that is usually handed to a new parishioner or mailed. 

 A non parishioner expressed how much he/she loves this parish. 

 A request was made for parishioners to close the door behind them when exiting the church in order to keep 

the heat in the church. 

 Spring/Fall Cleanup was suggested.  This cleanup is conceived to be a full-day event with food being supplied 

by volunteers.  Volunteers would also bring cleaning supplies. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


