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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

June 11, 2014 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Eva Arnott, Peter Bujwid, Brian Burke, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, Kathy 

Creedon, Kathryn Davis, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Carol Johnson, Paul Kenrick, Tony Lockhart, Frank Lombardo (St. 

Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative Representative), Dolores Mullin, Joe Murphy, Moira Ounjian, Peter Pongratz, 

Frances Shawcross (St. Mary/St. Eulalia Collaborative Representative), Raina Trilokekar, Bob Valeri 

 

Absent:  Doran Donovan 

 

Opening Prayer/Introductions:  The meeting opened with the recitation of the Prayer of St. Francis.  Following 

the opening prayer, PPC members introduced themselves to one another. 

 

Announcement:  As the PPC Constitution allows for the pastor to appointment a non-elected parishioner to the 

parish council, Father Jim has elected to appoint Doran Donovan to PPC for a one-year term that may be renewed. 

 

PPC Constitution Review:  The St. Eulalia PPC Constitution was reviewed for the purpose of understanding 

how the council is comprised and for the purpose of reviewing the means by which members and officers are 

elected.  Who is to serve on the Executive Board was also reviewed.   

 

Election of Officers:  For the office of vice-chairperson to PPC, Carol Johnson and Raina Trilokekar were 

nominated.  Carol Johnson was elected.  Ballots were counted by Father Jim, Louise Cocuzzo and Ellen Connell. 

 

For the office of assistant vice-chairperson the nominees were:  Anna-Marie Ferraro, Dolores Mullin and Bob 

Valeri.  Bob Valeri was elected.  Ballots were counted by Father Jim, Louise Cocuzzo and Ellen Connell. 

 

Pastor’s Corner.  Father Jim thanked all members whose terms on the PPC have ended for their dedicated and 

committed service.  He also thanked the newly elected members for their willingness to serve.  Special 

recognition was given to Peter Pongratz for his leadership and efficiency in his role as vice-chairperson of PPC.  

Father proceeded to inform the council that its beginnings came out of the Second Vatican Council.  He continued 

by informing the council that it was fortuitous that today was the feast day of St. Barnabas of Cyprus as his name 

means “son of encouragement.”  We should all be encouraged to use our gifts for the good of the church.  Last 

year our goal was one of hospitality.  This year in preparation for collaboration the parish can be mindful of four 

key areas:  good preaching, lector delivery, outstanding music and hospitality.   

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes were accepted as amended.  The following correction is to be made to the 

May minutes:   

 On page 2 in paragraph 2, the e on thone should be removed.  The correct spelling is phone-a-thon. 

 

Commission Reports 

 

Finance Council.  Anna-Marie Ferraro reported that OSR pledges are 52 fewer than at this time last year and 

pledged dollars are down by $52,000.  OSR receipts are down $27,000 from the same period last year.  The fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2014 will result in a deficit of approximately $20,000.  The budget for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2014 is also producing a deficit of approximately $13,000.  The PFC is currently exploring 

ways to increase the offertory. 

 

PPC membership indicated that they would like to explore the reason why people are not giving to OSR.  

Membership also wondered how our parish compares to others of the same demographics.  What other parishes 

give may not be public information although some parishes report their weekly offertory in their bulletin.  As all 
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parishes are required to publish a financial report, there may be a way to acquire access to that information.  

Comments generated by the discussion included: 

 Some people may be too embarrassed to give a small amount. 

 OSR is uniquely different than how other parishes solicit offertory. 

 St. Eulalia’s has a different approach to how funds are collected for the Religious Education Program. 

 

Liturgy.  The church was beautifully arrayed for the meaningful liturgy that took place on Pentecost Sunday.  An 

in-church procession took place on the feast of Corpus Christi at the 11 a.m. Mass.  An outdoor procession with a 

bagpiper leading the way to Wright Farm for Benediction followed the 5 p.m. Mass on Corpus Christi.  A 

representative from parish ministries and some of those having received their First Communions processed along 

with members of the parish.   

 

The initiative undertaken to send a church bulletin and note to the parents of newly baptized babies has been very 

effective.   

 

Dates announced for future events are: 

 Sunday, June 15—the blessing of married couples with significant anniversaries with a reception and 

photos to follow 

 Saturday, June 21—installation of PPC members at the 4 p.m. Mass followed by a Pot Luck Supper at the 

“white house” 

 Sunday, August 3— 5 p.m. Mass to be said for those parishioners going off to college 

 First Sundays of Every Month—gathering of families in Manion Hall after the 9 a.m. for the purpose of 

building camaraderie and community 

 Sunday, September 14—Fall Festival after the 11 a.m. Mass 

 Sunday, October 12—Michael Rossier will be visiting the parish and celebrating Mass.  A reception for 

him will follow. 

 

As parishioners have indicated an interest in a bible study class, one is expected to run in the fall.  A facilitator is 

being sought.  Also in the works is a “happy video” that Cheryl Pongratz and Louise Cocuzzo are organizing for 

the parish website.   

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

It is strongly encouraged that all PPC members speak to parishioners about engaging in parish volunteer 

opportunities. 

 

Evangelization Committee.  A review of this committee’s role was summarized.  Among its accomplishments is 

an Evangelization Corner in the church bulletin.  From time-to-time committee members write 

inspirational/motivational pieces for this column to educate the faithful on what evangelization is and on ways 

one can evangelize.  The committee is currently working with the Religious Education directors to create a 

program that would involve parents.  Paul Kenrick, whose PPC term is now ending, has offered to remain 

chairperson of this committee. 

 

All parishioners are invited to serve on this committee.  One suggestion was to invite those PPC nominees who 

were not afforded the chance to serve on PPC to serve on this committee.  A suggestion was made for an Open 

House to be held for the purpose of making all these sub committees known to parishioners. 

 

Parish Life Enhancement Committee.  This committee chaired by Stephanie Rogers hosts different activities 

throughout the year—retreats, movies, discussion groups, coffee hours.  Upcoming events for the next year 
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include a retreat day on Saturday, March 14 and a presentation by Father Jim on icons.  They are currently 

looking for new members. 

 

St. Eulalia/St. Mary PPC Collaboration Committee.  This committee is working on the smooth collaboration 

between the two parishes.  No date has yet been set for the official collaboration of the two parishes; it is thought 

to be several years before it will actually commence.  This is a seven member committee with representatives 

from both parishes.  There are currently openings for PPC members to become involved with this venture.   

Town Day events in Winchester and Arlington along with pastor exchanges for the celebration of the Mass, joint 

spiritual and social gatherings are just a few of the events sponsored by this committee.  The next meeting date 

committee members is September 21 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

Communications Committee.  Kathryn Davis is the current chairperson of this committee.  The role of the 

committee is to brainstorm ways to communicate beyond the standard bulletin, facebook, and parish website.  

They are looking for ways to involve the parish-at-large and  are looking into what publishing a newsletter would 

entail.  Bob Valeri will help research what a newsletter would cost to publish.  Currently there are no tech people 

on the committee; it would be helpful to have some.  The committee’s next meeting will be scheduled for 

September. 

 

Hospitality Committee.  Bob Valeri chairs this committee.  Its role is to foster the spirit of hospitality in all 

aspects of parish life.  Members are needed to explore ideas on ways to bring this important mission to fruition.  

Brian Burke, Peter Pongratz and Maria Constantino have volunteered to be on this committee. 

 

Election Committee.  This committee will be comprised of Eva Arnott, Brian Burke, Bob Valeri, Dolores Mullin 

Joe Murphy and Maria Constantino; Anna-Marie Ferraro will chair thecommittee.  Moira Ounjian, this year’s 

Election Committee Chairperson, offered to assist the new chair in working out a calendar.  This committee 

should meet no later than November to determine dates for next year’s elections.  The following should be 

considered when determining those dates:  when Easter falls, school vacations, holidays, etc.   

 

The following suggestions were made for next year’s elections: 

 If there were enough people on the Election Committee then one person could be in charge of elections at 

each Mass. 

 PPC may want to organize a “Meet the PPC Candidates Night.” 

 

New Business 

 

Parish Fall Festival.  This event is coordinated over the summer as there is only one PPC meeting before the Fall 

Festival takes place.  This year’s festival will be co-chaired by Carol Johnson and Dolores Mullin.  Volunteering 

to assist are:  Kathryn Davis, Tony Lockhart, Raina Trilokekar, Joe Murphy, Bob Valeri and Peter Pongratz.  

VOTF members will contribute desserts as they have done in the past.  Parishioners will also need to provide 

some of the desserts. 

 

Reminder Dates.   

 PPC Executive Committee Meeting—Wednesday, September 3, 2014 at 7 p.m.—PPC members are 

invited to attend. 

 PPC Meeting—Wednesday, September 10, 2014 at 7 p.m. McGann Conference Room 

 

Parishioners’ Comments and Concerns 

 It was suggested that the statue of Our Lady in the church be on a pedestal and have a space solely 

dedicated to her in the church. 
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PPC members had the following suggestions regarding the gathering of parishioner comments and concerns: 

 There should be a “we heard you column” in the bulletin to print the comments and the responses.  It 

should be noted that if PPC has an immediate response to a comment or concern, it is recorded in the 

minutes. 

 It was suggested that we ask for comments on a specific issue.  This may bring about more positive 

responses. 

 

The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


