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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

June 8, 2016 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, John 

DiAngelis, Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Carol Johnson, Clare Keane, Tony Lockhart, Claire 

McKenna, Joe Murphy, Joan Sweeney, Raina Trilokekar, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent:  Doran Donovan, Adele Hamblett, Karen Marnik (APC Representative)  

 

Opening Prayer:  Joe Murphy opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Minutes of Meeting: 

 

The May 18, 2016 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows:  (1) On page 1 

under Pastor Update paragraph 3 line 4, the word “refurnished” should be corrected to read “refurbished”; 

(2) On the last line of page 1, the word “platform” should be inserted after the word “altar.” 

 

Introductions:  PPC members were asked to introduce themselves and indicate what term of office they are 

currently in and what will be their year of service for the 2016-2017 cycle.  A summary follows: 

 

PPC Member Term Year of Service/2016-2017 

Constantino, Maria 2 Completed Term 

Creedon, Kathy 2 3 

Deyst, Mary 1 2 

DiAngelis, John 1 2—Appointed 

Donovan, Doran 2 3—Appointed 

Earnest, Mark 1 2 

Ferraro, Anna-Marie 2 3 

Hamblett, Adele 1 1 

Johnson, Carol 2 4 

Keane, Clare 1 1 

Lockhart, Tony 2 3 

McKenna, Claire 1 1 

Murphy, Joe 2 4 

Sweeney, Joan 1 2 

Trilokekar, Raina 2 Completed Term 

Vendice, Charlie 1 2 

 

To further summarize:  Those continuing in office are:  Mary Deyst, Mark Earnest, Carol Johnson, Joe 

Murphy, Joan Sweeney and Charlie Vendice.  Those who were just re-elected are:  Kathy Creedon, Anna-

Marie Ferraro, and Tony Lockhart.  Those who are newly elected are:  Adele Hamblett, Clare Keane, and 

Claire McKenna.  Those who have been appointed by Father Jim are:  Doran Donovan and John DiAngelis.  

Non-Voting members are:  Father Jim, Louise Cocuzzo, and Karen Marnik.  And those who have 

completed their term are:  Raina Trilkoker and Maria Constantino. 

 

Father Jim thanked all PPC members for their service.  He is very appreciative of the parishioner point of 

view. 
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The present vice chairperson will send out a copy of St. Eulalia’s PPC Constitution to new members.  All 

communications will be sent via e-mail.  PPC members are responsible for printing meeting agendas and 

minutes of meetings.  All members should review the draft minutes of meetings prior to a meeting so that 

corrections can be made.  Membership is also asked to take a turn at saying an opening prayer or reading a 

reflection.  In addition, a copy of the prayer or reflection should be printed for PPC attendees.  PPC 

membership was also informed of the meeting dates for the 2016-2017 cycle which are:  September 14, 

2016; October 12, 2016; November 9, 2016; January 11, 2017; February 8, 2017; March 8, 2017; April 12, 

2017; May 10, 2017; June 14, 2017.  There are no meetings for the months of December, July and August.  

PPC meetings generally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.   

 

Pastor Update 

 

Father Jim reported that we were now in the middle of the 50th anniversary year and all the events thus far 

have been successful.  Last Sunday, as a part of the 50th anniversary celebration, a group went to visit the site 

of the original St. Eulalia’s in South Boston.  In addition, there will be a reunion for all the children who 

were in the Children’s Choir on the third Sunday of September; they will be singing at the 11:00 a.m. Mass.  

The parish’s Fall Festival will immediately follow the Mass.  To further enhance the anniversary celebration, 

the adult choir will perform a concert in November to remember all the deceased members of that choir; 

there will be a fall speaker series, an anniversary Mass celebrated by Cardinal Sean and an anniversary gala. 

 

After approximately 23 years as director of Religious Education for Grades 7 thru 11, Donna DiFonzo has 

retired effective the end of May.  The parish is currently seeking to fill the position which will be full time.  

Ideally, the applicant should have a degree in Religious Education; an equivalent degree would be 

considered.  At this point in time, not a lot of applications have been received.  Postings have been placed in 

The Pilot, on the website, with the MAM program (archdiocesan Masters of Arts in Ministry program), the 

parish bulletin, and on Boston College’s website.  Father Jim has assured PPC that the position has been 

advertised where people seeking these types of jobs will look. 

 

Father was asked if we could invite Father James Martin, SJ to speak via Skype once again as some people 

were not able to come and hear him due to inclement weather.  Father Jim thought our fall schedule was 

pretty full and that maybe Father Martin could do a Lenten mission via Skype instead.  It was further 

suggested that Father ask Cheryl Pongratz to put Father Martin’s presentation on our website and Peter 

Pongratz if he could put it online.   

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC).  There are no new updates from APC’s May 16 meeting.  The next 

APC meeting is scheduled for October. 

 

Our APC representative’s work with refugees continues.  She is currently working with Father George Evans 

and his PPC at St. Julia’s in Weston.  They just raised $60,000 to keep four refugee families in their 

apartments in Everett for another 12 months until they can have their asylum hearings.  Catholic Charities 

reached out to our APC representative to help these particular families, who would have been homeless after 

June 30 without assistance.  Also, Christa Lucas (Pastoral Associate at St. Mary’s Winchester) and our APC 

representative have reached out to Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM) and plan to partner with them.  

Come the fall, they hope to define specific ways that St. Mary’s and St. Eulalia’s can aid local refugees, even 

though they will likely not be living in Winchester.  It is reported that there are 50 Syrian refugee families 

coming to Lowell. 
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Collaboration Committee.  Until the archdiocese announces what phase of collaboration St. Eulalia/St. 

Mary’s will participate in, there is not a lot to do and it is difficult to decide what we should collaborate on.  

The committee needs to have further discussions on what should be done as a collaborative or whether to 

wait until we are closer to actually forming the collaborative.  Also needing to be discussed is whether we 

put collaboration notices in our respective parish bulletins.  It is reported that St. Mary’s is addressing 

collaboration more than we have been.  They have published an insert in their bulletin entitled Collaboration 

Corner.  Thus far both parishes have co-sponsored Town Days in Winchester and Arlington.  The town day 

sign included the names of both parishes.  At Arlington’s Town Day last year many people inquired about 

our Religious Education program so Cheryl Pongratz put together a tri-fold brochure for Winchester’s Town 

Day this June and for Arlington’s September Town Day.  There was also another tri-fold made for St. 

Eulalia’s detailing our ministries.  It was mentioned that these brochures should be put in the foyer of our 

church.     

 

Evangelization Committee.  The committee plans to show the movie The Way with Martin Sheen in 

Manion Hall on Saturday, June 25, at 7 p.m.  Popcorn, pizza and lemonade will be provided free of charge. 

 

The committee also reported that mercy cards were handed out at Winchester Town Day. 

 

Finance Council.  The budget for fiscal year 2017 starting July 1, 2016 has been set with: 

    Income:  $1,115,828 

    Expenses:    1,070,328 

    Net Income:         45,500 (4.1%) 

 

OSR income for calendar year 2016 through April 30 is $462,846, compared to $357,084 last year at the 

same time.  Pledges total $806,500 to date from 710 donors.  Net income for fiscal year 2016 through April 

30 is $213,000. 

 

Catholic Appeal figures are similar to last month, except the outstanding balance has been reduced by 

$10,000. 

 

Hospitality Committee.  Doran Donovan and Lori Pescatore will head up this year’s Fall Festival.  There 

will be an organizational meeting on Tuesday, June 14 and all PPC members are encouraged to attend. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The following events were noted: 

 Both Corpus Christi liturgies were beautiful.   

 This Sunday those parishioners celebrating special wedding anniversaries will have an opportunity to 

renew their vows at the 11 a.m. Mass.  A collation will follow.   

 The Father Thomas Nestor Scholarship was awarded to six recipients this year—4 scholarships to 

parishioners, 1 scholarship to a student at Cathedral High School in Boston and one $1,000 

scholarship that Father Nelson will award to three students in Africa. 

 Several of our young parishioners will be attending Youth World Day in Poland this summer. 

 A number of our youth ministry students will be attending Catholic Heart Work Camp in North 

Carolina this summer. 

 There have been several bulletin tributes to parishioners who have/or who are currently doing 

significant work in the area of social justice. 

 The parish is working to raise $5,000 to help Father Nelson with his parish in Africa.  Thus far 

approximately $3,000 has been raised.  Father Nelson will be here at St. Eulalia’s the second week in 
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July.  A suggestion was made that our efforts to raise money for Father Nelson’s African parish be 

continuously run in the church bulletin. 

 The money collected from the parish’s exercise class will be given to Father Nelson for an altar for 

his parish in Africa. 

 Compliments were given to our parish’s Friday exercise class. 

 

Other Business 

 

PPC Leadership Elections.  A full description of the responsibilities for the positions of vice and assistant 

vice chairpersons can be found in St. Eulalia’s Constitution on pages 7 and 8.   

 

The following PPC members were nominated for the position of vice chairperson:  Anna-Marie Ferraro and 

Adele Hamblett.  Anna-Marie Ferraro elected.   

 

The following members expressed an interest in running for the assistant vice chairperson position:  Kathy 

Creedon, Doran Donovan, Mark Earnest and Adele Hamblett.  The two nominees from the vote taken were:  

Kathy Creedon and Mark Earnest.  Kathy Creedon elected. 

 

Miscellaneous Items.  The PPC end-of-year barbeque for new and present PPC members will take place on 

Friday, June 17.  Spouses and family members are welcome. 

 

Arlington Town Day will take place on September 17, 2016 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Mark Earnest will sign 

up the parish for a town-day booth and will provide leadership for the event.  Charlie Vendice will assist 

Mark but other volunteers will be needed.  Those PPC members who can assist should give their names to 

Mark.  St. Mary’s Winchester has elected not to participate in Arlington’s Town day but we will pass out 

information on St. Mary’s School. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received by PPC members at Mass and through the suggestion 

box provided: 

 Over the past few weeks, the parish bulletin has not been available on our website. 

 It was suggested that a railing be placed on the altar. 

 There was a suggestion made that there be more cups of the Precious Blood available at Mass.  

People seem to be backed up at the cup stations and very often there is not enough of the Precious 

Blood for those who wish it.  Response:  The guideline is for two cups for every plate of Consecrated 

Hosts. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

Father Jim closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


