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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

June 14, 2017 
 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Brian Burke, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, John 

DiAngelis, Chris DeCaro, Doran Donovan, Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Adele Hamblett, Carol Johnson, 

Claire McKenna, John Pescatore, Mike Pescatore, Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent: Clare Keane, Tony Lockhart, Joe Murphy 

 

Opening Prayer:  The meeting opened with Mark Earnest leading the PPC in the Peace Prayer of St. Francis.   

 

Welcome/Appreciation:  PPC’s Vice Chairperson welcomed those newly elected to PPC:  Brian Burke, Jessica 

Callaghan, Mary Deyst, Chris DeCaro, John Pescatore and Mike Pescatore and thanked those whose service to 

PPC was ending:  John DiAngelis, Doran Donovan, Mark Earnest, Carol Johnson, Joe Murphy, Joan Sweeney 

and Charlie Vendice. 

 

Minutes of Meeting:  

 

The May 10, 2017 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows: (1) Page 1 under 

Minutes of Meeting, correct the spelling of “millenniums” to read “millennials”; (2) Page 1 under PPC Elections, 

add the name of Mary Deyst in the names of those in Category 3 (General Population); (3) Page 2 under Liturgy 

and Social Justice paragraph 4 bullet item 2, change the date of June “8” to read June “18.” 

 

Pastor Update 

 

Father Jim thanked all those who had put their name in nomination to serve on parish council and expressed his 

appreciation to those whose terms have ended for their service.  It is his hope that they will remain actively 

involved in the parish in some capacity.  Father thought the idea of using categories for PPC elections a great one 

and provided for diverse representation. 

 

This weekend the archdiocese will have pastors announce in each of their parishes when collaboration will take 

place for their particular collaborative.  Father thinks the PPC will play a very important role in preparing for 

collaboration and encouraged membership to do everything possible to prepare in advance for a smooth transition. 

 

Mike Cunningham, our Director of Faith Formation, has been interviewing candidates for the Youth Minister 

position and has narrowed the selection to one candidate.  Father reports that we are now waiting to hear whether 

the candidate is still available for the position.  The candidate has experience in conducting both retreats and 

organizing service projects.  When Father was previously assigned to St. Eulalia’s, there was a prayer group for 

high school students and Father thinks it important to see if such a prayer group can be revived. 

 

Father Jim is now in the process of putting together an adult education program for the fall.  Building Bridges will 

be the theme—bridges between God and ourselves, bridges with others, bridges with . . .   

 

Phase 2 of our church renovation project will begin on July 9.  It will take approximately six weeks and all 

Masses will be in Manion Hall.  The following are some of the project items to be completed:  new carpeting 

throughout the church, refinishing the pews, cushions for the pews, refurbishing the kneelers, cushions for the 

kneelers, painting of the church, hearing coils installed so that parishioners will be able to hear through their own 

hearing aids. 
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As Christmas falls on a Monday this year, Father is thinking of eliminating the 5 p.m. Sunday Mass and instead 

having a 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass on what is both the fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve.  Father is 

also wondering about moving the time slot for Midnight Mass.  The choir has mixed feelings about moving it.  

The Contemporary Choir would be able to sing at an earlier time slot.  St. Mary’s has their midnight Mass at 

10 p.m.  Could we have ours at 9 p.m.?  Father opened for discussion whether or not to move Midnight Mass to 

an earlier time slot.  The responses are as follows: 

 One PPC member likes the Midnight Mass at midnight but is ok with it being at 9 or 10 p.m. 

 Two members would like to see the Midnight Mass celebrated earlier in the evening. 

 Another enjoys the 6 p.m. Mass as the Midnight Mass is too late. 

 One family goes to the 4 p.m. Mass and then has dinner with their family. 

 The 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday can be eliminated for the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass. 

 Having Midnight Mass at 10 p.m. seems to be the most realistic. 

 In South Carolina Midnight Mass is at 10 p.m. with the choir singing at 9/9:30 p.m. 

 In most parishes 10 p.m. has become the new Midnight Mass. 

 

The consensus appears to be that the Fourth Sunday of Advent Masses should be celebrated as follows:  4 p.m. on 

Saturday, December 23; 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sunday, December 24.  The Christmas Eve Masses 

should be celebrated at 4 p.m., 6 p.m., and 10 p.m. on Sunday, December 24; and The Christmas Day Masses 

should be celebrated at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Monday, December 25.  Father will discuss this recommendation 

with the staff and both choir directors. 

 

According to Father Jim, those that came to the book talk stemming from Matthew Kelly’s book, Rediscovering 

Jesus, which was made available to all at the Easter Masses, came because they liked the book and because the 

author spoke plainly and clearly. 

 

Winchester/Arlington Town Days 

 

Winchester Town Day took place on June 3, 2017.  It was heartwarming to see all the young people there working 

in the booth.  Those helping out from St. Eulalia’s highly recommend that we recruit our young people to help at 

Arlington’s Town Day. 

 

Arlington’s Town Day will take place on Saturday, September 16.  Mark Earnest has once again generously 

offered to take charge of this event.  He will obtain the application, see to it being submitted and discuss with our 

business manager what materials should be made available in the booth for dissemination.  It was suggested that 

someone dress up in costume in order to draw people to the booth. 

 

Parish Picnic 

 

Our parish picnic will take place on Sunday, September 17.  Doran Donovan will be the point person for this 

event with Charlie Vendice assisting.  Kathy Creedon will once again be in charge of the volunteers.  It was 

suggested that this year’s theme be a sports theme—if you like football, then you can come dressed in a football 

uniform or as a fan, or as a particular football player. 

 

A preliminary meeting of this committee will be held sometime in July or August and membership will be 

notified so that they can participate.   

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Finance Council.  The Finance Council has not yet met this month; so, there are no updated OSR figures. 
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Catholic Appeal pledges total $124,967, 123% of our goal from 314 donors.  If all pledges are paid, our parish 

rebate will be $36,680. 

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

Coffee and Conversation will be held immediately following the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 21 and on 

Sunday, June 11.  The Bannons will be hosting. 

 

There will be no hospitality events during church renovations.  Father did point out that there could still be a 

lemonade stand set up in front of the church. 

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.   

 

There will be two processions on the Feast of Corpus Christi, Sunday, June 18.  One will take place in the church 

immediately following the 11 a.m. Mass.  The second procession will be held after the 5 p.m. Mass with those 

who will participate proceeding from the church to Wright Farm where Benediction will take place.  A bagpiper 

will add to the solemnity of the occasion.   

 

There will be a special Anniversary Mass held on Sunday, June 25, immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass for 

those married couples celebrating a special anniversary.  A sign-up sheet will be placed by the Book of Intentions 

so that people may sign-up. 

 

The parish is in desperate need of ushers.  Also, the water bubbler will be installed at the back of the church soon. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received: 

 There are too many ministers on the altar. 

 Why do we clap at the end of Mass?  Response:  In appreciation for the wonderful music. 

 Sometimes the Lamb of God is said more times than is required.  Response:  The hymn can be extended 

during the breaking of the bread. 

 The Responsorial Psalm is not always the one in the missal for the Mass of the day.  Response:  There are 

various versions. 

 Have a sign that reads Questions for PPC and have PPC members stand under it on the Sunday 

proceeding the meeting. 

 It was conveyed that not all Ministers of Holy Communion show up for their assignments. 

 The family for whom the Mass is being celebrated should inform the usher of who they are and where 

they are sitting, so that they can be identified at the time of the presentation of the gifts. 

 Indicate on the back of the bulletin the day of the Healing Mass.  Response:  The Mass of the Healing is 

listed in the section on the back page of the bulletin with the Mass intentions for the week and is generally 

celebrated every first Monday of the month. 

 

Election of Officers 

 

Once it was determined who would be willing to serve in the capacity of Vice Chairperson of PPC for the 2017 -

2018 term—Kathy Creedon, Anna-Marie Ferraro, and Adele Hamblett—a vote was taken.  The two nominated 

from the run-off ballot were Kathy Creedon, and Anna-Marie Ferraro.  Because there was confusion as to what 

office was being voted on—vice chairperson or assistant vice chairperson, the results of the first ballot were 

discarded and a second ballot voted on for the position of vice chairperson; Kathy Creedon was elected to the 

position of Vice Chairperson. 
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Those willing to serve for the position of Assistant Vice Chairperson were:  Brian Burke, Mary Deyst and Adele 

Hamblett.  The nominees after the vote was taken were Brian Burke and Adele Hamblett.  After two tying ballots, 

a coin was tossed to determine the new Assistant Vice Chairperson—Adele Hamblett won the toss and, thus, the 

position of Assistant Vice Chairperson for the 2017 – 2018 term. 

 

Pot Luck Supper 

 

There will be a cookout at the “white house” on Friday, June 23, at 6 p.m. for all. 

 

PPC Membership Status 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Membership Status 

PPC Member Term Year of Service 2017-2018 

Burke, Brian 1 1 

Callaghan, Jessica 1 1 

Creedon, Kathy 2 4 

DeCaro, Christopher 1 1 

Deyst, Mary 2 3 

DiAngelis, John 1 Completed Appointed Term 

Donovan, Doran 2 Completed Appointed Term 

Earnest, Mark 1 Completed Term 

Ferraro, Anna-Marie 2 4 

Hamblett, Adele 1 2 

Johnson, Carol 2 Completed Term 

Keane, Clare 1 2 

Lockhart, Tony 2 4 

McKenna, Claire 1 2 

Murphy, Joe 2 Completed Term 

Pescatore, John 1 1 

Pescatore, Michael 1 1 

Sweeney, Joan 1 Completed Term 

Vendice, Charlie 1 Completed Term 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


